
Over a period of five years after the original 
construction of our church was completed, 

donors came forward to purchase the stained-
glass windows that beautify our worship space. 

These 12 stained glass windows were 
installed between 1982 and 1984 and were 
crafted by Reinarts Stained Glass Studios in 
Winona, Minn. 

"There is a plaque on the back wall of the 
church by the statue of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary with the names of all the windows 
donors,” Ascension Parish Business Manager 
Beth Kathol says.

The first of the 12 windows depicts the 
crucified image of Jesus, a depiction that 
complements that of the Risen Christ behind 
our altar. 

“It is traditional for Catholic churches to have 
a crucifixion scene as part of their windows, as 
it portrays the ultimate sacrifice and act of love God has for His people,” Beth 
says. 

In this depiction of Christ, there is a halo around His head that is 
red to symbolize the most holy sacrifice of Himself for our redemption 
and ultimate sanctification. At the bottom of the window are the words 
“Father, forgive them” in reference to the Gospel passage from St. Luke 

Ascension’s Stained Glass Windows
Window 1: The Crucifixion Scene
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The Crucified Christ: 
The first of Ascension’s 
stained glass windows

This is the first in a 12-part series describing the
12 stained glass windows in Ascension Catholic Church. 
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The Roman Catholic Church designates 
each November as a month dedicated to 

praying for the deceased. The Nov. 2 feast, the 
Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed (All 
Souls Day), is a day of special intercession for 
all those who have gone before us marked with 
the sign of faith. The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church teaches us that prayer for the dead is one 
of the spiritual works of mercy. 

“All who die in God’s grace and friendship, 
but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured 
of their eternal salvation; but after death they 
undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness 
necessary to enter the joy of heaven” (CCC 1030). 
The Catechism continues, “From the beginning 
the Church has honored the memory of the dead 
and offered prayers in suffrage for them, above all 
the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, 
they may attain the beatific vision of God.610 The 
Church also commends almsgiving, indulgences, 
and works of penance undertaken on behalf of the 
dead: Let us help and commemorate them... Let us 
not hesitate to help those who have died and to 
offer our prayers for them” (CCC 1032).

Last November, in his message to the people 
of our diocese, Bishop David Kagan said this 
about Nov. 2, All Souls Day: “All Souls Day helps 
me understand better the virtue of hope because 
these holy souls who loved and served God in 
their lives, now await heaven of which they are 
assured, but must depend on us to assist them 

through that state of purgative love, purgatory, 
on the way to heaven. The souls in purgatory are 
consoled by the virtue of hope, hope in the eternal 
mercy of God and hope in you and me to assist 
them with our fervent prayers and penances and 
our sincere acts of charity. They can no longer 
help themselves as they were able to do in this 
earthly life by prayer and the sacraments and 
good works which they pursued, so now it is for 
us to help them. These two days at the beginning 
of November, All Saints Day and All Souls Day, 
should help us put our own lives in the proper 
perspective of time and eternity.”

Here at Ascension Catholic Church, we offer 
a special Mass on All Souls Day to commemorate 
all the Faithful Departed, especially those from 
Ascension Parish who have died in the past year.  
Our Mass of Remembrance will be on Saturday, 
Nov. 2, at 10 a.m. Everyone is welcome to come 
and pray with us for all our deceased loved ones.  

Commemorating Our Faithful 
Departed:  All Souls Day
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“All who die in God’s grace and 
friendship, but still imperfectly 

purified, are indeed assured of their 
eternal salvation; but after death they 
undergo purification, so as to achieve 

the holiness necessary to enter the 
joy of heaven” (CCC 1030).



As your pastor, I am always 
impressed by the love I see 

in the families of our parish 
community and am constantly 
giving God thanks for your many 
efforts that truly uphold the 
dignity of marriage and family 
life. Thank you!

As you work hard to create 
safe havens for your children 
and spouse, the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) and I wish to bring 
one particular issue to your 
attention. It is not easy to 
discuss, but it is important. That 
issue is pornography.

In November of 2016, the 
USCCB released a pastoral response 
to pornography, called Create in Me a 
Clean Heart. The intention of writing 
this document was to:

• Offer healing and hope 
to those who have been 
wounded by pornography;

• Articulate the Catholic 
Church’s response to the 
pastoral crisis brought 
about by the production 
and use of pornography;

• Raise awareness of its 
pervasiveness and harms.

Why? Because pornography 
is hurting many people, 
including marriages and families, 
singles, priests and religious, 
and even children. It hurts the 
healthy process of vocational 
discernment for our young 
people. Pornography use impacts 
the relationships of children with 
their parents, husband with their 
wives (and vice versa), the pastor 
with his community, and most 
importantly, our relationship 
with our Lord.

In the formal statement, the 
USCCB speaks directly to parents 
about being proactive about the 
issue of pornography in the life of 
the home and with their children 
and together as a married couple to 
ensure the home keeps its status 
as a safe haven for all. The Bishops 
state, “The use of pornography by 
anyone in the home deprives the 
home of its role as a safe haven and 
has negative effects throughout a 
family’s life and across generations.” 

Thus, throughout the 
Diocese of Bismarck, on  
Nov. 2 and Nov. 3, we will be 
celebrating the first annual 
Safe Haven Sunday with the 
theme “Equipping the Family, 

Safeguarding Children.” This 
awareness effort is meant 
to draw our attention as a 
community to the seriousness 
of the issues of pornography 
and to recommit ourselves to 
take steps to ensure our homes 
are safe havens for all.

In the main entrance of 
the church, we will have free 
resources for you to assist 
with striving for healthy and 
holy marriages and families, 
including how to talk to 
your children about Internet 
dangers. But you don’t have to 
wait. You can begin learning 
now by joining The Equipped 
7-Day Challenge: A Digital Crash 
Course by texting SECURE to 
66866 to receive seven days of 
emailed digital tips.

Through the intercession of 
the Holy Family of Nazareth, 
intercessors of the home and St. 
Michael, yours in Christ,

Rev. Msgr. Jim Braaten

A Letter from Our Pastor

3

Dear Parishioners,

Safe Haven Sunday: 
Equipping Our Families, Protecting Our Children
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Here at Ascension, we are blessed to have a 
pastor, deacons and staff members who are 

truly dedicated to our faith community — individuals 
who go above and beyond every day to shepherd 
our congregation, guiding and nurturing us in the 
spiritual journey. Yet, the beauty of our Catholic 
faith is that we truly are a community of believers. 
And as such, we are always at our best when we are 
united together, sharing our own unique insights, 
perspectives and experiences. Parishioner Josh 
Hager says that this is ultimately the purpose of the 
parish’s Pastoral Council, which serves as a liaison 
between our pastor, Msgr. James Braaten, and the 
entire faith community.

“We’re there to provide Msgr. Jim with feedback 
and support as needed,” Josh says. “Our hope is to 
provide a reasoned, thoughtful representation of our 
parish as a whole.”

Typically meeting the first Tuesday of each month 
September through May, the Pastoral Council is 
there to serve as an advisory board to the pastor. It 
consists of both parish-elected and pastor-appointed 
members, each tasked with prayerfully discerning 
the needs of the parish and offering guidance on 
how we as a church community can better live out 
our mission of sharing the love of Christ. To do this 
effectively, however, requires a certain willingness 
and commitment to serve on the part of its members.

“As a chosen representative of our parish 
community, it’s important for us to represent not 
only the body of our parish, but also to interact with 
them — to be really present and willing to help out 
folks,” Josh says. “We are each either elected or 
appointed to this position, so I think it’s important 
for us to actually be out there and involved in the life 

of the parish. This enables us to truly be aware of 
and represent our fellow parishioners.”

That’s why, in addition to the Pastoral Council, 
each member also belongs to at least one other 
major parish committee or ministry such as the 
Stewardship Committee, Faith Formation Committee, 
Social Concerns Committee, Finance Committee, or 
Ladies of Ascension. This helps keep Pastoral Council 
members more informed on the workings of parish 
life and enables them to better assist our pastor in 
his leadership and decision making.

Though this is certainly a commitment on the 
part of the Pastoral Council members, like all forms 
of stewardship it becomes a tremendous blessing. 
Josh says that through his service, he has been 
given unique insight into the workings of our 

Parish Pastoral Council
Providing Feedback and Support as Chosen Representatives

Parishioners interested in learning more about the Pastoral Council may contact
Parish Business Manager Beth Kathol at 701-223-3606 or visit the parish website — 

www.ascensionbismarck.org/committees.

Members of the Pastoral Council — (from left) Josh Hager, 
Chairman, Dan Hopfauf, Cody Volk, Beth Kathol, Wanda Rose, 

Leona Kuntz, and Don Weidner.

continued on page 5

Ascension
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Parish Pastoral Council
Providing Feedback and Support as Chosen Representatives

parish community. He has also received a much 
greater appreciation for the many people who work 
so generously for the parish, and has observed an 
increasing sense of ownership grow within himself.

“You take much more pride in things and you 
feel a greater sense of responsibility to truly be that 

representative,” Josh says. “It’s pushed me to take 
an even more active role in the parish and its needs 
and concerns. That additionally ripples down to your 
children. My wife, Kim, and I have three children, 
and, hopefully, them seeing me involved like this 
will help form and teach them.”

when Christ offers forgiveness during 
His passion (Luke 23:34).

“His outstretched hand in between 
those words holds a red cross, 
indicating that Jesus is in fact offering 
to the Father His sacrifice on the cross 
for the forgiveness of our sins,” Beth 
says. 

This window in particular invites 
us to contemplate the theological 
virtue of love. As we hear in St. John’s 
Gospel, “This is my commandment: 
love one another as I love you. No one 
has greater love than this to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends” (15:12-13).

“This past Lent, we offered a Parish 
Mission that centered on Ascension’s 
windows,” Beth says. “This resulted 
in a meditation booklet that our 
parishioners and visitors can use to 
prayerfully reflect and meditate with 
each window.” 

Beth invites us to “Prayerfully 
meditate on the following questions 
when spending time with the windows 
– ‘What sufferings have I endured 
and/or continue to endure in my life?’  
‘Am I seeking God’s healing grace 
during those times?’ ‘How can I lay my 
sufferings at Christ’s feet?’"

The First of Ascension’s Stained Glass Windows
“The Crucifixion Scene Portrays the Ultimate Sacrifice”  continued from front cover

The Crucified Christ: portions — with detail — comprising full window

If you would like more 
information about 

Ascension’s stained 
glass windows, please

 reach out to Beth Kathol 
at 701-223-3606 or 

bkathol@ascensionbismarck.org.

mailto:bkathol@ascensionbismarck.org
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Community Enjoys OctoberFest
Over 200 people attended our recent parish event, OctoberFest, on Oct. 13.

Parishioners enjoyed a delicious German meal sponsored by the Ladies of Ascension 
and old-time polka and waltz music provided by Julie and Leo Ternes.

Nov. 1 — All Saints Day Mass, 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Nov. 2 — All Souls Day Remembrance Mass
       at 10 a.m.

Nov. 2 and 3 — Parish Council Elections

Nov. 3 — All Saints Day Party, 4-6 p.m.

Nov. 10 — Knights breakfast, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Nov. 18 — Parish Leaders Meeting, 6:30 p.m.

Nov. 20 — Faith Formation Grill-Out, 4:45 to 
          6:45 p.m.

Nov. 23 — Seventh and eighth-grade Confirmation  
          retreat, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Nov. 28 — Thanksgiving Day, Mass at 8 a.m. 

Upcoming Events
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You never know how much joy, 
peace and healing a listening 

ear and a loving heart can bring. 
Thanks to the new Homebound 
Visitation Program at our parish, 
every parishioner, whether they 
are able to make it inside our 
parish walls or not, can benefit 
from this kind of Christ-like love.

“The Homebound Visitation 
ministers will provide friendship, 
conversation, listening and 
support to our homebound 
parishioners,” says Jan Sitter, 
Coordinator of the Homebound 
Visitation Program. “Oftentimes, 
those who are homebound 
experience loneliness, and 
this ministry would provide 
companionship for them. Even 
though they may be unable to 
attend Mass or other parish 
events, we want them to know 
that they are still an important 
part of our parish community. 
This ministry would help them 
feel this way, and give them a 
sense of belonging.”

On their visits, the ministers 
hope to encourage the homebound 
persons to pray for our parish or 
a particular need of our parish, 
such as for the success of the 
Faith Formation program or even 
for others who are homebound. 
The ministers will not bring Holy 
Communion to those they visit 
because our parish has a separate 
ministry for those who request to 
receive this sacrament at home. 

Ultimately, this ministry will 
provide a beautiful reflection of 
the stewardship vision, and show 
how important it really is to our 
parish family. 

“Stewardship is a grateful 
response to God’s gift,” Jan 
says. “One is to share their gifts 
and talents with others. The 
Homebound Visitation ministry 
gives people an opportunity 
to reach out to their fellow 
parishioners, and share the gift of 
their support by visiting, listening 
and praying with them. When one 
shares and respects the needs and 

desires of others, they also grow 
in their faith and love of Christ. It 
is a win-win situation, benefiting 
both parties involved.”

It will also help those who are 
homebound to realize the gift that 
they are to our parish family.

“Oftentimes, those who are 

The Homebound Visitation Program: 
Embracing Each Member of Our Parish Family

Jan Sitter serves as Coordinator of 
the Homebound Visitation Program.

continued on back cover

“Oftentimes, those who are homebound and unable to be active in parish life feel left out 
or forgotten. We are all people of God and have a need to be part of a faith community. Our 
journey to life in the heavenly kingdom is not only an individual one, but also a community 

one. Even though one is homebound and physically inactive, they can still pray for the needs 
of the faith community and offer up their sufferings for specific intentions.” — Jan Sitter

Parishioners who would like to be visited may contact Jan Sitter in the Parish Office at 701-223-3606, 
email her at jcsitter@ascensionbismarck.org, or mail a request to her at: Church of the Ascension, 
1905 S 3rd St. Bismarck, ND, 58504. Parishioners who would like to volunteer for this ministry 

may also contact Jan as well. Training sessions will be offered to volunteers.

Upcoming Events

mailto:jcsitter@ascensionbismarck.org


The Homebound Visitation Program
continued from page 7

1905 S 3rd St. | Bismarck, ND 58504-7118
701-223-3606 | www.ascensionbismarck.org Address Service Requested

LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. | Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. | Holy Days: 8:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.

Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and 
receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.

homebound and unable to be active in 
parish life feel left out or forgotten,” Jan 
says. “We are all people of God and have a 
need to be part of a faith community. Our 
journey to life in the heavenly kingdom 
is not only an individual one, but also 
a community one. Even though one is 
homebound and physically inactive, they 
can still pray for the needs of the faith 
community and offer up their sufferings 
for specific intentions.”
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