
Growing up in a rural area, Marlene 
Zimmerman was one of the few students at 

her Catholic school who lived in town rather 
than out on a farm. As a result, the priests 
in her local parish would often call on her 
to help out with various tasks around the 
church. Little did they know how great 
an impact these early experiences would 
have on Marlene’s way of life years later!

Reflecting now on her dedication to 
serving Ascension Parish, Marlene realizes 
that her childhood experiences with the 
Church gave her a great appreciation for a 
stewardship lifestyle.

“I enjoy doing things for the church and I 
volunteer a lot,” she says. “Growing up, the 
priests would call me on Saturday morning and ask me to address the 
church mailings that were going out. And the high school girls would 
scrub and wax the floors for Christmas and Easter, clean the linens, and 
make sure everything was dusted. So it gave me an early start on those 
things.”

Today, Marlene helps our parish with Holy Communion and the Funeral 
Ministry. She also greatly enjoys serving as a hospitality minister, ensuring 
that parishioners and visitors alike feel welcome here at Ascension. 

“I know there are people that come to church that don’t have family 
around here, and I think it’s nice that we hospitality ministers take the 
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time to talk to these people when they come and 
when they leave,” she says. “We’re there to help 
them and make things better for them if they 
need something, and just offer that friendliness. 
We get a lot of compliments from other parishes 
on our hospitality.”

Marlene credits her strong faith and involvement 
in the Church with helping her through difficult 
times, including the loss of her husband, Tim, in 
2007. She believes that it was her early immersion 
in an active faith — provided by her parents, 
priests and Catholic school teachers — that gave 
her such a solid foundation in life.

“I think you have to have faith, and the sooner 
you learn about it, the better,” Marlene says. 
“The way I was brought up was that you had 
to go to church on Sunday — it didn’t matter if 
anything else was going on, church was first. 
That’s how I was raised and how we raised our 
daughters. My children and grandchildren were 
all baptized and made their First Communion at 
Ascension. God is so important, and you have to 
teach them about the faith from the time they 
are little so that they stay with it.”

In addition to strengthening her faith life, 
Marlene also feels like staying active in the 
parish brings her closer to the other members 
of Ascension. 

“By being involved, you really get to know 
your parish and the parishioners,” she says. 
“It shows you’re going to be there for them, too. 
By me getting involved and getting other people 
involved, that’s what keeps the church together.”

Today, two of Marlene’s grandchildren are 
altar servers in our parish. Witnessing the next 
generation continue her family’s strong tradition 
of faith in action is an incredible blessing, and 
Marlene feels doubly blessed to see it all happen 
right here at Ascension.

“Ascension is home to me because both of my 
daughters made their Confirmation here, one 
daughter got married here, and my husband’s 
funeral was here,” Marlene says. “A lot of things 
have happened here for me. We have great leaders 
who really care, and that makes the rest of us 
better people. Everyone is very friendly. I live out 
of the area now, but I still come to Ascension 
because I consider this parish my home.”
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“I think you have to have faith, and the sooner you learn 
about it, the better. The way I was brought up was that 
you had to go to church on Sunday — it didn’t matter 
if anything else was going on, church was first. That’s 

how I was raised and how we raised our daughters. 
My children and grandchildren were all baptized and 
made their First Communion at Ascension. God is so 

important, and you have to teach them about the faith 
from the time they are little so that they stay with it.” 

— Marlene Zimmerman



In the United States, October 
is the month that brings the 

completion of the harvest. Although 
many Americans live in urban 
areas and seldom ever see a farm, 
the foods we all eat — fruits and 
vegetables, meats, milk, and the 
grain for our bread — come from 
farms and ranches across America 
and around the world.

Some of us may feel completely 
detached from farm life and think 
that the harvest has little to do with 
us, but we are all connected with 
agriculture more closely than we 
realize. The success of the harvest 
affects the prices we pay — and if the harvest 
were to fail completely, there would soon be 
nothing available to put on our grocery shelves.

In the Old Testament world, most people 
were farmers, and the Israelites were to bring 
offerings to God from the harvest of their fields 
and flocks. The success of the harvest directly 
affected their wellbeing during the next year. At 
their agricultural festivals, “the measure of your 
own voluntary offering which you will give shall 
be in proportion to the blessing the Lord, your 
God, has given you” (Dt 16:10) they were told.  

A Letter from our Pastor
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Dear Parishioners,

Being Good Stewards of Our 
Personal Harvest

The same holds true for us. We 
may not have a harvest of fruits or 
grains, but we do receive a return 
for our own labor, whether it is in a 
factory, an office or a classroom. We 
are also invited by God to return a 
portion to Him for His glory and our 
own spiritual welfare, in proportion 
to the blessings we have received.

It’s ultimately a choice we make. 
Are we going to hoard everything 
we get, or are we going to give back 
to God a portion of what He gives 
us? When we give back to God, will 
we return just what’s left over after 
everything else is paid, or will our 

gifts have a higher priority? Are we, as stewards, 
going to return the first fruits, rather than the 
leftovers, to God? What choice will you make?

Yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jim Braaten 
Pastor
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Just as the Church proposes a time of spiritual 
renewal each Lent, we believe in the importance 

of a yearly examination of commitment. Is the Lord 
asking you to give more time, talent, or treasure to 
our parish this year? The following Q&A about our 
Stewardship Renewal should help you discern your 
commitments to Ascension this year.

I feel like my life is already too full with family 
obligations and work obligations. I barely even 
have time to relax. How can I possibly share my 
time and talents with Ascension?

We all have many 
obligations to our families, 
jobs, schools, and other 
endeavors. But we also 
all have the same number 
of hours in the day with 
which to accomplish these 
things. The issue is not 
how much time we have, 
but how we prioritize that 
time. Before you fill out 
your Commitment Card, 
take some time to reflect 
on your priorities, and 
where God fits into 
your day-to-day life. 
Remember, living as 
true stewards of God’s 
gifts involves giving 
back the first fruits of 
what He has given to 
us in thanksgiving, 
not the “leftovers.”

I am happy with my current level of parish 
participation. Why do I need to keep filling out 
a Commitment Card every year?

As part of the renewal process, it is important 
that we consider our current level of participation 
in parish life at Ascension. Sometimes, the call 
to stewardship involves the quality of service in 
addition to its quantity. In looking through the 
opportunities for ministry available at the parish, 
you may find yourself drawn to a new ministry you 
haven’t tried before, or new ways to share of your 
time with God to enrich and enlighten your prayer 
life. So, even though your current level of parish 
participation might not change drastically, the 
ways in which you participate may evolve as you 
grow in living the stewardship way of life.

I’m physically unable to attend Mass or be active 
in parish life at Ascension. Is there any reason 
for me to submit a Commitment Card?

Of course! Your prayers are just as important 
to the success of our parish community in carrying 
out its mission as ministry participation and 
financial contributions. Take a moment to look over 
some of the opportunities to spend quiet time with 
God listed in the “Stewardship of Time” section of 
the Commitment Card, and take a step towards 
growing in your relationship with Christ and His 
Church.

I’m reluctant to make a financial pledge for the 
year in case my circumstances change and I’m 
unable to fulfill it. Should I?

Your Commitment Card is not a legally binding 
contract; it is a pledge of intentions. Make your 
pledge based on what you are setting out to do to 
give back to God, and do your best to fulfill that 
pledge. If your financial circumstances change, 
your gift will likely change, as well, but it is still 
important to prioritize God first. 

Questions and Answers About 
Our Annual Stewardship Renewal

Commitment Weekend is October 
12-13. Don’t forget to bring your 

Commitment Card to Mass!

Talent (continued)
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Parish Event Ministries  (continued)

  The Banquet

  Parish Picnic

  Parish Spring Dinner

Faith Formation Ministries 

  Adult Faith Formation

  Faith Formation Committee 

  Faith Formation Volunteer 

  Faith Formation Catechist

  RCIA Participant

  RCIA Sponsors 

  Vocations Committee 

Youth Ministries

  High School Youth Activities

  Middle School Youth 

Activities

  Youth Adult Leader 

Service/Outreach Ministries 

  Circle of Friends 

  Compassion Ministry 

  Funeral Luncheons (Calling 

for Food) 

  Funeral Luncheons (Serving) 

  Funeral Luncheons 

(Providing Food)

  Homebound Visitation

  Ladies of Ascension 

  Offering Counters

  Office Helpers

  Prayer Line

Service/Outreach Ministries  (continued)

  Social Concerns Committee

Sacramental Ministries  

  Diaconate

  Marriage Preparation 

Sponsoring Couples

  Pre-Baptism 

Program Instructors

 
Pastoral Leadership Ministries 

  Parish Finance Council 

  Parish Pastoral Council 

  Stewardship Committee 

National Catholic Organizations

  Catholic Daughters of 

America

  Knights of Columbus 

Council #7602 

  Serra Club

continued on next panel

2019 Commitment Card

Talent (continued)

Please clearly write the first name of 

interested family member(s) on the line.
=Currently Involved =Interested in Joining

Please clearly write the first name of 

interested family member(s) on the line.
=Currently Involved =Interested in Joining

Address

City   State  ZIP

First & Last Name

Phone

Email

Spouse: First & Last Name

Spouse: Phone

Spouse: Email

S t e w a r d s h i p 

S t a r t s  a t  H o m e

Ascension Catholic Church

Ascension Catholic Church
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Church of the Ascension

ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 
July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019

Statement of Financial Position 
 
Liquid Assets 
 Cash in Bank $ 237,159.58 
 Investment-Expansion Fund  255,114.41 
 Accounts Receivable  0.00  
 Pre-paid Expense  367.94 
Fixed Assets 
 Building $ 1,718,817.74 
 Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment  407,103.38 
TOTAL ASSETS $ 2,618,563.05 
 
Liabilities 
 Accounts Payable $ (1,232.95) 
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $ 2,617,330.10 

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 

JULY 1, 2018-JUNE 30, 2019 

Operating Income 
 Sunday Contributions $ 736,186.27 
 SMCHS Carnival 27,597.92 
 BACEF (Bismarck Area Catholic Foundation) 22,832.36 
 Special Donations 21,230.30 
 Faith Formation Income 18,285.69 
 Interest Income 6,384.22 
 Votive Candles 5,193.28 
 Facility Income 4,310.00 
 Parish Spring Dinner  2,493.00 
 Flower Donations  2,353.10 
 
 
TOTAL INCOME $ 846,866.14 

Operating Expenses 
 Payroll & Benefits (2 FT/7 PT) $ 309,730.91 
 Light of Christ School Support 270,280.08 
 Office Operations 51,591.55 
 Building/Grounds Operations 50,803.98 
 Stewardship 33,456.00 
 Faith Formation 29,027.79 
 Liturgy & Outreach 25,243.30 
 Property Insurance 17,138.00 
 City Special Assessment 12,828.47 
 Parish Events  11,624.42 
 St. Mary’s Cemetery Support  5,604.00 
   
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 817,328.50 

Statement of Activities 

POOR FUND REPORT 
 
Contributions $    51,343.74 
 
Local Distributions 
 AID, Inc.  10,020.00 
 Community Action 10,020.00 
 Ministry on the Margins 10,020.00 
 Abused Adult Resource Center 5,010.00 
 Welcome House 5,010.00 
 Salvation Army 3,732.00 
 Meals on Wheels 2,505.00 
 The Banquet Meal 1,773.10 
 Christmas Eve Dinner 970.27 
 Prayer Blanket Ministry 232.15 
 Rides to Mass  246.00 
 
TOTAL DISTRIBUTIONS $ 49,538.52 

REPAIR & MAINTENANCE FUND REPORT 
 
Beginning Balance $ 58,489.68 
 
Contributions  147,595.06 
Insurance Proceeds (Roof)  17,415.00 
Total Income  165,010.06 
 
Expenses  
 Church Siding  73,762.00 
 Community Rm. Kitchen Ovens 11,300.33 
 Parking Lot Patchwork 7,675.00 
 Rectory Improvements 6,986.83 
 Hot Water Heater Ed. Bldg. 2,195.00 
 Other Repairs  646.56 
Total Expense  102,565.72 
 
ENDING BALANCE $ 120,934.02 

TOTAL INCOME—TOTAL EXPENSES  =  $ 29,537.64 
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Formation and Fellowship 
at Ascension Upcoming Events

Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Adult Faith Formation Class — 

7-8:30 p.m., Youth Room

Oct. 2
Living Rosary — 4, 5:30, 7 p.m., 

Church, all invited

Oct. 4
First Friday Fellowship — 

following 8 a.m. Mass, 
Community Room

Oct. 13
Oktoberfest — 4-6:30 p.m., 

Community Room

Oct. 20
Ninth-Grade Confirmation Sponsor 

Retreat — 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
Church/Community Room

Oct. 23
Reconciliation for Third through 
Fifth Grades — 4 and 5:30 p.m., 

Church

Oct. 30
Grill-Out Family Meal — 

4:45-6:45 p.m., Community Room

As fall got underway, we celebrated the new 
year of Faith Formation with the opening 

Mass. Also, Our Ladies of Ascension group 
welcomed Fr. Marv Klemmer, who served as 

the guest speaker at a recent meeting.
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Deacon Tony Finneman always sets aside 
a moment when he begins celebrating the 

Sacrament of Baptism to share with the family 
and friends gathered what this sacrament is and 
really means. 

“The day a young person is baptized is — and 
will always be — the most important day in that 
person’s life,” Deacon Tony says. “This is because 
it is on that day that they become a child of God 
— a disciple!”

At Ascension, our deacons are honored to 
work with families as they prepare to baptize 
their children and for them to receive this first 
Sacrament of Initiation.

“The primary responsibility of a deacon is 
to assist the parish priest in carrying out the 
sacramental responsibilities within the parish,” 
says Deacon Tony. “Deacons are granted several 
faculties upon ordination, including witnessing 
marriage vows, presiding at funerals, conducting 
burial services, proclaiming the Gospel, 
preaching the homily, giving special blessings 
and administering the sacrament of Baptism.” 

Deacon Tony was ordained a deacon in 
2006, and upon ordination, was assigned the 
responsibility of Baptismal Program Coordinator 
for Ascension Parish by Fr. Marvin Klemmer. 
This responsibility includes training the Baptism 
class instructors, arranging for Baptism classes 
for parents, and making available educational 
supplies and other materials for the sacrament, 
such as oils and candles. 

“Most importantly, the Baptismal Program 
Coordinator for Ascension is responsible for 
ensuring the program is conducted in compliance 
with Canon Law,” Deacon Tony says. “The 
coordinator ensures that Baptisms are conducted 
and recorded in accordance with Canon Law and 
diocesan guidelines.”

Approximately two or three Baptisms are 
celebrated each month, and Deacon Tony 
particularly enjoys working with the instructors 

Sacrament of Baptism at Ascension
“The Most Important Day in a Person’s Life”

Deacon Tony Finneman was ordained a deacon in 2006, and 
upon ordination, was assigned the responsibility of Baptismal 

Program Coordinator for Ascension Parish.

Deacon Tony Finneman offers his “congratulations” to all the 
families and children with whom he has celebrated the Sacra-

ment of Baptism over the years.
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Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and 
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to teach adults about Baptism, which is part of 
sacramental preparation required by Canon Law.

“Our instructors are responsible for ensuring 
the parents and godparents of those being baptized 
are properly instructed in the sacrament,” 
Deacon Tony says. “Let us help you to become 
knowledgeable about the sacraments. Let us help 
you to better understand Catholicism.”

For Deacon Tony, serving as the coordinator 
of this program has also inspired him to study 
the sacraments more.

“I was moved to become more knowledgeable 
not just about the Sacrament of Baptism, but 

about the other sacraments as well,” Deacon 
Tony says. “This has brought about a greater 
appreciation not only for my faith, but also for 
the diaconate.”

Deacon Tony would like to offer his 
“congratulations” to all the families and children 
with whom he has celebrated the Sacrament of 
Baptism over the years.

“This is the most important thing you will ever 
do for yourself and especially for your children,” 
Deacon Tony says. “There will never be another day 
in a young person’s life when they are more filled 
with grace than just after they have been baptized.”

http://www.ascensionbismarck.org

