
When Jeanne Jankowski was young, she opened 
her heart to receive a beautiful gift from God 

— a talent that would become her passion, and 
bring her light and joy all throughout her life. 

“I became involved in playing organ and 
piano when I was in high school and have 
been active in music ministry in parishes 
wherever we have lived,” Jeanne says. 
“I believe that playing music helps me to 
live out my Catholic faith, because as St. 
Francis once said, ‘Singing is praying twice.’ 
I can’t imagine life without music.”

Today, Jeanne shares her talent as an 
accompanist for our parish’s Music Ministry. 
She works alongside her sister Mary Bachmeier, her 
niece Jami Bachmeier, and her friend Brent 
Geiss in leading the congregation in music 
about twice a month. 

“I enjoy working with them to learn new music and share it with the 
congregation,” she says. “If we can lead the assembly and help make the 
Mass readings and the psalms come more alive at Mass, then we have done 
our job. I hope the music we play inspires them and calls them to enter more 
fully into prayer.”

Jeanne also loves being an integral, active part of our parish community in 
other ways, as well. She volunteers at our parish spring dinner when she can, 
and helped out with the Christmas Eve dinner for the first time last December. 
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We celebrate the month of Mary during May, 
and during this month, we also celebrate 

Mother’s Day. It seems fitting that we honor our 
mothers during May, since Mary is given to us by 
God as the example of true Christian motherhood.  

Those who are called to be mothers have been 
blessed by God and called to fulfill a very important 
responsibility. Mothers are the vehicle through which 
God brings new life into this world. When we talk about 
Christian stewardship, we talk about sacrificially 
returning to God what we have been given. What can 
more clearly be a demonstration of complete sacrifice 
than the relationship between mother and child during 
the nine months of growth in the womb? During these 
nine months, the child’s life depends on the actions 
of the mother as her energy and nourishment goes 
directly to the growing baby. 

Although this relationship may change to some 
extent after the child is born, a mother’s sacrifice 
for her child is far from over after the birth. The role 
of the mother is critical in the child’s development 

— both spiritually and physically — throughout life. 
Mothers provide the comfort, nurture and support 
necessary for their children to become productive 
citizens and responsible Christians.  

The job of a mother is not an easy one. This is 
a fact that Mary, the mother of Jesus, knew very 
well. She worried when her young Son appeared to 
be lost, only to find Him later in His Father’s House. 
She was probably concerned as Jesus began His 
public ministry — not knowing what difficulties and 
rejections He would encounter along the way. And 
Mary must have experienced great anguish as she 
watched her Son’s body being crucified to a cross.  

May all mothers look to Mary as their model for 
motherhood and ask her intercession as they strive 
to fulfill their God-given role in their children’s 
lives. During the month of May, let us all take some 
time to express our appreciation to our mothers for 
allowing us to come into this world, for loving us, 
and for serving as an example of what it means to 
be a steward for life. 

This Month, We Reflect on 
Mothers and Stewardship



As people of faith, we often refer to May as “the month of Mary.” For centuries, 
Catholics throughout the world have included special devotions to Mary in their 

activities during this month. Best known, I’m sure, is the widespread and ever-
popular practice of May Crowning — crowning an image of Our Lady with flowers.

May is certainly a beautiful time — it is, after all, a month full of renewal and 
celebration. For many Americans, cold March winds and 

dreary April showers have given way to blooming flowers 
and trees. Yet, it’s not only flowers and trees that 

reflect the newness and joy of May. Many students in 
junior high, high school and college are celebrating 

their graduations, and will soon be moving on to 
new phases and exciting opportunities in their 
lives. And of course, it is the month when we 
celebrate Mother’s Day, honoring and extending our gratitude to the 
women who have faithfully raised and nurtured us.

And May is most certainly a month of joy for all of us who claim 
the Church as our spiritual home. This year, we spend the whole 
month in the Easter season, which closes with Pentecost in June. 
Thus, the joy of the Resurrection and the glory of the Ascension are 
the themes that fill our Christian calendar this month.

As we rejoice with Mary at her Son’s triumph over sin, Satan and 
death, we also remember her faithfulness to God’s will throughout 
her life. Indeed, she can be viewed as the model of Christian 
stewardship. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops pointed to 
her in their pastoral letter on stewardship: “After Jesus, it is the 
Blessed Virgin Mary who by her example most perfectly teaches the 
meaning of discipleship and stewardship in their fullest sense. All 
of their essential elements are found in her life: she was called and 
gifted by God; she responded generously, creatively, and prudently” 
(Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, 41). 

As we enter into the month of May, let us take the time to gratefully 
reflect on the newness and joy that surrounds us. And in doing so, let 
us follow the Blessed Mother’s example of total dedication to God as 
we rejoice in the blessings He gives us, this month and beyond! 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

A Letter from our Pastor
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Dear Parishioners,

Honoring Our Lady in May

Msgr. Jim Braaten 
Pastor
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RECENT EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES IN OURAscension Community
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She and her husband, John, enjoy attending our 
parish mission as well as the Lenten Stations of the 
Cross. They also signed up for an Adult Formation 
class last spring.

“Ascension is very welcoming, and there is a 
new vibrancy with all of the young families in our 
parish,” Jeanne says. “That is very exciting to see. 
Our parish is alive with stewardship!”

As a wife to John, a mother to Thomas and 
Matthew, and a grandmother to four, Jeanne feels 
called to bring the life of stewardship into her 
domestic church as well. 

“Each year, we put up an Advent wreath in 
our home, and we also enjoy subscribing to the 
Dynamic Catholic Best Advent Ever and Best Lent 

Ever programs,” she says.
Through these acts of service, Jeanne has found 

a way to embrace the stewardship vision, which is 
a seed of faith that was planted in her heart when 
she was young.  

“My parents instilled a strong faith in us by 
providing us with a Catholic education at New 
England St. Mary’s,” she says. “They were wonderful 
models of faith for us. They exemplified stewardship 
by being involved in our parish and school. I believe 
that we all have gifts that can be shared in our 
parish family. Stewardship is vital to a parish. We 
are all called to contribute to our parish family in 
whatever way we can. I love the stewardship prayer 
we say each week at the end of Mass. It says it all.”

Meet Jeanne Jankowski  continued from front cover

RECENT EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES IN OURAscension Community
This past month, our parish community has participated in a 
number of activities and events that have brought us together 
during the Lenten season. Our Knights of Columbus Council 
7602 hosted the Fish Fry, students took part in the Middle School 
Youth Conference, and the members of our Ascension community 
gathered for Stations of the Cross.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, May 4
Sacrament of First Holy Communion during the 5 p.m. Mass

Sunday, May 5
Ninth-grade Confirmation Day of Reflection from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Thursday, May 9
Sacrament of Confirmation at 7 p.m. 

with reception to follow

Sunday, May 12
Mother’s Day Breakfast from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., free-will offering

Tuesday, May 14
Joint Ladies of Ascension/Knights of Columbus Potluck and Meeting at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, May 15
Closing Faith Formation Mass and Potluck/Grill-Out at 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 19
Graduating Seniors Recognition 

at 11 a.m. Mass

Monday, May 20
Parish Leader’s Meeting at 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 22 
Canvas, Coffee and Chocolate Social 

for all Women in the Parish 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 30
Msgr. Jim Braaten’s 30th Anniversary Party from 5:30-7 p.m. Chicken and drinks provided, 

but parishioners are invited to bring their favorite potato salad and/or pie to share!
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Ascension Parish takes very seriously the 
commitment that the Diocese of Bismarck 

has established for the health and protection 
of our children, young people and vulnerable 
adults. The pervasiveness of child abuse in 
society demands that we each take individual 
responsibility to acquaint ourselves on its cause 
and the steps we can take toward its prevention.

Developed around the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Charter 
for the Protection of Children and Young People, 
the Diocese of Bismarck’s Safe Environment 
Program is intended to make sure that our 
children and young people enrolled in Catholic 
schools or those who participate in church-
related activities in our parishes are safe.

The USCCB adopted the Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People in 
response to the reports of sexual abuse of 
children and young people by some priests and 
bishops. In June 2003, the diocese produced a 
manual titled Establishing Bonds of Trust. This 
manual, which is continually updated, contains 
documents pertinent to the protection of children 

and youth including the Diocese of Bismarck 
Sexual Misconduct Policy and Code of Conduct. 

Beth Kathol, Parish Business Manager at 
Ascension Church conveys, “The Catholic Church 
must be exemplary: clergy, employees — whether 
diocesan, parish or Catholic school — and 
volunteers are held accountable for their behavior. 
To enable the highest level of accountability, there 
must be a clear and unambiguous definition of 
appropriate behavior. To this end, the Diocese 
of Bismarck defined a Code of Conduct and 
it provides a foundation for implementing 
effective and enforceable standards for all clergy, 
educators, employees and volunteers in contact 
with children and youth.”

Beth informs us that, “a valuable resource that 
the Diocese of Bismarck put together for parishes 
and Catholic schools is a Step-By-Step Guide on 
how to implement the Safe Environment program.”

The seven steps outlined in this Guide include: 
1) Employment & Volunteer Applications; 2) 
Background Check Process; 3) Safe Environment 
Training for Employees & Volunteers; 4) Safe 
Environment Training for Parents, Children and 

Safe Environment Protocol 
Promise to Protect, Pledge to Heal

Faith Formation students recently took part in Safe Environment Protocol training with the help of the 
Dakota Children's Advocacy Center. This training uses age-appropriate materials to go hand-in-hand with 

training received by adults at the parish who wish to work with children at Ascension.

continued on back cover
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To view the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, 
the Diocesan manual Establishing the Bonds of Trust, the Diocesan 

Code of Conduct, and Bishop Kagan’s letter to the faithful, 
please visit https://bismarckdiocese.com/safe-environment-program.

LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. | Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. | Holy Days: 8:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.

Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and 
receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.

Youth; 5) Catechist Training; 6) Annual Audit of 
Compliance; and 7) Reporting Procedures for Known 
or Suspected Cases of Child Abuse or Neglect.

Allegations of sexual abuse of a minor by an 
employee, volunteer, clergy, or religious must be 
reported immediately to a law enforcement agency 
and to the Diocese of Bismarck. A complaint form 
can be found within the Diocese of Bismarck 
Code of Conduct. Victim Assistance Services are 
available by contacting the Victim Assistance 

Coordinator, Dale Eberle at 701-223-1347.
As a mother of six, Beth adds that, “Our 

children are our most precious gifts from God. 
We must do all in our power to ensure that 
the children and youth placed in our care may 
worship, study and participate in activities in the 
safest and most secure setting as possible. This 
Safe Environment Protocol enables the Church 
to continue her mission with integrity and 
commitment.”

http://www.ascensionbismarck.org
https://bismarckdiocese.com/safe-environment-program

