
You just never know when a single good idea might 
go on to become a longstanding parish tradition! 

This is certainly the case with the trivia game at 
our annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner. 

Years ago, former pastor Fr. Klemmer 
decided to engage our volunteers in a round 
of Bible trivia at the appreciation dinner. 
His Scripture-based questions were very 
challenging, but the dinner attendees 
enjoyed the friendly trivia competition. 
With this in mind, parishioner Carol Reinert 
offered to host a general trivia contest at the 
next year’s event. Her trivia was an instant 
hit, and Carol has now provided this unique 
entertainment at our Volunteer Appreciation 
Dinner for 17 years running!

Carol’s love of trivia goes back to her 
teaching days, when she used to design trivia 
games that helped her students with test reviews. Currently, she belongs to a 
group of teachers that plays trivia for recreation. 

Carol enjoys planning the entertainment for the Volunteer Appreciation 
Dinner. She organizes trivia questions into five categories, and plans and 
acquires the various prizes. Throughout the dinner, tables answer trivia 
questions as a team to compete for prizes. Carol also creates centerpieces to 
be taken home by guests as additional door prizes.

Carol has so much fun leading the trivia that she continues to offer this 
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Carol Reinert leads the trivia games 
that have become a tradition at our an-
nual Volunteer Appreciation Dinners.
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Julie Ternes hopes to see the Music Ministry and roles in liturgy continue to grow in 
numbers, getting new and younger people involved. If you are interested in getting 
involved with the liturgy through one of our choirs, or as a cantor or accompanist, 

please contact Julie at 701-223-3606 or jternes@ascensionbismarck.org. 

Director of Music and Liturgy 
Julie Ternes can quickly 

name one of her favorite religious 
songs — “10,000 Reasons” by Matt 
Redman. Its words are fitting for 
the career Julie has held in recent 
years, especially the lyric, “It’s time 
to sing your song again.”

Julie came out of retirement 
to serve our parish with her gift 
of music just under a year ago. 
She replaced Kathy Lewis, who 
previously served in the position 
and retired. Julie has much 
experience in this field, having 
previously worked at the Cathedral 
in a similar position for 12 years and 
as a chaplain at St. Alexius Health Medical Center 
for three years. Julie grew up in Bismarck and has 
belonged to both the Cathedral and Ascension at 
different times throughout her life.

In the year 2000, Julie was working as the 
Assistant Vice President of Mortgage Lending — 
and she realized she didn’t want to spend the rest 
of her career working in banking. 

“I kind of did an about face,” she says. “I realized 
I didn’t want to be there in 10 years.” 

That’s when she took her passion and love for 
music, along with her strong faith, and enrolled 
at the University of Mary to finish her bachelor’s 
degree in Pastoral Ministry. 

“They called us ‘OTAs,’” Julie says with a laugh, 
recalling her time as a student. “I thought it stood 
for ‘one terrified adult’ — really, it meant ‘older than 
average student.’” 

She finished her degree in about 18 months, 
after quitting her full-time job to focus on school. 

“Not many people get to do a job 
you have passion for,” Julie says. 

Julie feels fortunate to have 
taken her passion — which she 
previously pursued through 
weekend music ministry — to her 
position at Ascension. She works 
about 25 hours per week. 

“I’ve been involved in music 
ministry at church since I was 16 
years old,” she says, when a sister 
at the Cathedral asked her to join 
the folk choir. 

Using her gifts of guitar 
and vocals, Julie assists with 
liturgy and music planning for 
weekend Masses, funerals and 

other special Masses. She makes sure all the 
components of each Mass, from the Sunday 
readings to the Hospitality Ministers, are set up 
to make everything run smoothly. She also trains 
new ministers in various roles. 

“The liturgy and music have always been dear 
to my heart,” Julie says. “I’ve always been drawn to 
the liturgy of the church.” 

When Julie “sees the liturgy unfold,” that 
solidifies that this is her calling. 

“When the music fits perfectly for what the 
priest talked about, that’s what I love,” she says.

Julie has been married to her husband, Leo, for 
25 years and they have seven living children, 17 
grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren. 

There’s one more song that Julie loves, which 
guides her in her life and vocation — “One Day at 
a Time.” 

“We live in the Lord’s graces one day at a time,” 
she says. “We ask Him one day at a time.”

Julie Ternes Lives Out Her Vocation 
Meet Our Director of Music and Liturgy

Julie Ternes



By now, many schools across America have let out for the summer. In almost 
no time, camp programs for younger students will be underway. Meanwhile, 

many older students are ready to trade their homework and notebooks for seasonal 
jobs until it’s time to return to class in a few months. 

Whether or not we’re directly involved with schools — as students, teachers 
or parents — we find that the calendar for the school year also impacts our lives 
at work, at church and in our leisure time. And although some people are on 
vacation at any time of year, summer traditionally retains its place as the vacation 
season.

Vacations, no matter when or where we take them, provide us with a wonderful 
opportunity to refresh our lives by following a totally different daily pattern. 
Whether it’s a day trip to the beach or hiking in the mountains, an excursion to 
the big city or a road trip out to the country, a visit to relatives or friends, or even 
a quiet and relaxing week spent at home, a vacation offers a break from our daily routines. We get to 
spend our time the way we choose.

A vacation also provides a good opportunity for us to make some permanent changes in our use of 
time. When we’re free from the demands of everyday life, this is a perfect chance to try something that 
is not part of our regular routine, such as spending a few minutes a day in prayer or meditation. “Try 
it — you’ll like it!” as the old commercial said. It may have some lasting, positive results in fostering a 
stronger spiritual life.

Importantly, we must also remember that this is a time of year when our parish will be welcoming 
visitors who are on vacation themselves — whether they are visiting family, spending time in the area, 
or just happen to be passing through on the way to their next destination. So, let us all uphold the 
Stewardship Pillar of Hospitality and provide a warm welcome to those visiting our parish. 

Be sure to worship at Mass, wherever you happen to be each Sunday. You’ll come back from vacation 
refreshed both emotionally and spiritually.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jim Braaten 
Pastor

A Letter from our Pastor
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Dear Parishioners,

Don't Take a Vacation From God
This Summer
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Although our Knights of Columbus Council 
members may be viewed by some as champion 

pancake flippers and outstanding Lenten Fish Fry 
servers, there is much more to our Church of the 
Ascension Council #7602 than delicious pancakes 
and fish.

“We are involved in many more activities such 
as raising money for charities to support the 
church facilities, faith formation, seminarians/
vocations, Special Olympics, Home on the Range 
and various life-affirming causes,” says Mike Kraft, 
Grand Knight.

For example, the Knights have donated over 
$10,000 for the Community Room upgrades and 
faith formation items. In the last two years, the 
Knights of #7602 with the Ascension parishioners 
have raised over $5,000 towards a new ultrasound 
machine for First Choice Clinic.  The Knights donate 
over 17,000 volunteer hours in their local council 
to our Church, community and youth. 

Through all the projects the Knights undertake, 
there is the underlying foundation that they are 
building their relationship to Christ and growing 
closer to Him.

“The Knights are a fraternal organization 
guided by charity, unity and fraternity,” Mike 
says. “It’s about being with like-minded men, 
doing the work of the Church. We hold each other 
accountable and share the struggles and joys of 
life with each other. We become better Catholic 
men through our activities.”

And the activities are varied and far-reaching, 
both secular and spiritual.

“We assisted with landscaping projects 
around the education building and the Church,” 
Mike says. “We cleaned carpets in the Education 
building. We shoveled snow during the winter. 
Within the last year we have set up a Fast 
Recovery Team to assist the maintenance staff 
with various items needed on short notice. 

“We provide opportunities 
for the youth through poster 
contests, soccer challenges and 
free throw contests,” he adds. “We 
say perpetual rosaries with other 
councils for various intentions 
including respect for life and 
vocations. Within the last two 
years, we have formalized our 
Fifth Sunday Rosary Ministry 
— we meet at 9:05 a.m. in the 
Community Room to say a rosary 
on every month with a fifth 
Sunday. This is open to all guests 
– we’d like it to grow, and anyone 
can come. We provide a faith 
formation grill-out to families 
on a recurring basis. We assist 
with altar server appreciation 
activities with the deacons. We 
serve a Mother’s Day Breakfast 
with the proceeds going to various 

Through Service, Our Knights of Columbus Engage in Spiritual and Corporal Works

Members of the Ascension Knights of Columbus Council take a break during a recent 
fish fry. (From left) Mike Luger, Carl Ness, Msgr. Jim Braaten, Bob Heringer, Bob 

Scherr and Pat Wingenbach.
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Through Service, Our Knights of Columbus Engage in Spiritual and Corporal Works
charities. We are the hands of the Church.”

One activity that speaks to the outreach for the 
Knights is the remodeling of the church kitchen in 
collaboration with the Ladies of Ascension. Once a 
year, the council members meet with the Ladies of 
Ascension to discuss projects to work on together.

“This is fantastic,” Mike says. “We’re building 
our Catholic community together. There are needs, 
and some are spiritual and some corporal, where 
we get our hands dirty.”

The council has approximately 175 members, 
with about 30 percent of those Honorary or 
Honorary Life members. They meet at 7 p.m. in the 
Education Building on the second Tuesday of every 
month, except June through August.

There are a number of benefits to being a 
Knight. These include daily Masses being said for 
the repose of deceased Knights, insurance benefits 
and being part of an organization that impacts the 
world one council at a time.  

“The Knights participate in disaster relief, 
Christian refugee relief, AIDS orphans, support of 
vocations, culture of life activities, etc.,” Mike says. 
“Together, we are stronger and more effective than 
we could be as individuals.”

Membership is open to any male 18 years or 
older who is a practicing Catholic.  

“My approach is that men will feel the call 
through the Holy Spirit,” Mike says. “They’ll feel the 
call. Let’s encourage that, and we’ll get you in.” 

Carol Reinert  continued from front cover
service to our parish year after year. She is already 
looking forward to this year’s dinner on June 12.

“I just love trivia,” she says. “At the dinner, I see 
people really enjoying their time there. They talk to 
each other at the table to come up with the answer, 
so even if you don’t know someone going into it, 
you get to know them throughout the evening. I 
see all of that happen and it lets the teacher in me 
come out. I keep thinking, ‘This should be my last 
year’ — but then I just have so much fun doing it!”

As Carol notes, the greatest aspect of the 
trivia competition — and the dinner itself — is the 
opportunity for our parish volunteers to experience 
fellowship in a relaxed setting.

“The dinner is great just for that chance to visit 
with each other,” she says. “Sometimes you are in 
and out of church so quickly. Here, you get to sit 
down and visit with other members of the parish.”

Hosting the entertainment at our Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinners has also given Carol a deeper 

understanding of all the teamwork that goes into 
making our parish a strong faith community. 

“You get to understand the different ministries 
we have,” she says. “You look at all these 
volunteers and think, ‘Wow, it takes a whole 
village to make this parish go,’ because you see 
all of these people who are in some way giving of 
their time and talent.”

Having experienced firsthand the many 
rewards of helping with our Volunteer Appreciation 
Dinners, Carol is thankful for the chance to use 
her talents to help create a memorable evening for 
her fellow parishioners.  

“I think the fact that the parish wants to 
recognize its volunteers is, in itself, huge,” Carol 
says. “There’s a sense of being valued in our parish 
at this dinner, and if I can add any fun part to that, 
certainly I’ll do that. It’s a tradition in our church 
that is really well received. We all leave the dinner 
with a really good feeling.”

Those interested in joining may contact any Knight for information, or contact
Grand Knight Mike Kraft directly at 701-258-3801 or mike.kraft@bektel.com.
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A TIME OF CELEBRATION for Our Young Parishioners

We extend our congratulations to our young parishioners who have received the 
Sacraments of First Eucharist and Confirmation this spring.

June 12 — Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, Bismarck Municipal Country Club

Social at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6 p.m.
Please RSVP to the Parish Office at 701-223-3606

Our 2019 First Communion students

Our 2019 Confirmation students

UPCOMING EVENTS:
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continued on back cover

We often hear that one encounter with God’s 
Word each week isn’t enough. It’s not 

enough to feed our souls and take His love with 
us everywhere we go. But what can we do when 
so many other things are pulling our focus in 
other directions?

The Lighthouse Media Kiosk is here to help. 
You may have noticed the kiosk in the vestibule 
— it’s loaded with CDs, books, booklets and 
pamphlets that encourage our faith and make it 
easy to take Catholic teachings with us wherever 
we go. 

“Any time you’ve read something really good, 
you want more,” says Director of Faith Formation 
and kiosk coordinator Jessica Mattson. “I 
know we all desire to have more wholesome 
and authentic things in our lives, and this is a 
great resource for it. I’ve found once you’ve been 
listening or reading those great speakers and 
authors, you start to want more of it.”

As Jessica says, the CDs make it easy to listen 
in the car and books can be taken anywhere. Topics 
on the Lighthouse Kiosk are arranged by age group 
and target specific vocations. From thoughts on 
the sacraments, to marriage and family, or issues 
that impact our daily lives, Jessica says there’s a 
little something for everyone.

“What I try to keep on the kiosk are materials 
that will in some way be beneficial to parishioner’s 
spiritual lives, information about the saints or 
a particular type of prayer,” she says. “Instead 
of just general stuff that may not catch people’s 
eyes, we try to have a variety of things that people 
can find that will benefit them in some way, 
regardless of what they’re doing in their lives.”

Each item is available to purchase by 
donation. Once a parishioner has selected the 
item they want, they can simply slip a few dollars 
or a check into the kiosk’s secure cashbox. 
Jessica says the items are usually marked with 
a suggested donation, but that any parishioner 
or guest is welcome to take an item whether they 
can pay or not.

LIGHTHOUSE KIOSK 
Offering Wholesome Media to Enrich Our Faith Journey

Looking for reading that goes deeper than what 
you’d find on the bestseller list? The Lighthouse 

Media Kiosk, located in the church, offers wholesome 
reading and CDs for a variety of ages and interests.



Lighthouse Kiosk continued from page 7

1905 S 3rd St. | Bismarck, ND 58504-7118
701-223-3606 | www.ascensionbismarck.org Address Service Requested

LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. | Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. | Holy Days: 8:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.

Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and 
receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.

“If a title interests someone and if they can’t 
afford a donation, they should just take it and 
benefit from it,” she says. “What’s cool about the 
donations is that it’s a suggested donation, the 
more people use it, the more we can invest in it. 
And the more people use it, the better it will be.”

Jessica adds that the kiosk can be a great place 
to stop after Mass or Confession when a parishioner 
is looking to enhance the spiritual investment 
they’ve just made in themselves. It can also be a 
great place to find a gift for a friend or loved one.

“If I know of a friend or relative who is interested 
in a certain topic or struggling with some aspect 
of the faith, I’ve found topics on the kiosk that 
I feel are helpful to share with people,” Jessica 
says. “Some are theologians or speakers who have 
some great experience on the subject. That’s a 
really great evangelization gift or tool. For nieces 
or nephews who’ve had their First Communion, 
there are some great materials related to what 
that’s all about. There are things there that catch 
kids’ attention.”

To take advantage of all that the Lighthouse Media Kiosk has to offer, simply stop by 
and check it out any time the church is open or contact Jessica Mattson at 

jmattson@ascensionbismarck.org for more information.


