
Throughout her life, Jan Sitter has valued her 
friendship with Jesus Christ. As she has grown 

in her faith over the years, she has also learned to 
love stewardship, because it is a beautiful way 
to honor Him and help her draw closer to her 
heavenly goal.

“My Catholic faith has always been  
important to me,” says Jan, who this month 
will celebrate 20 years of service at Ascension 
parish. “My parents instilled a love for it in me 
as a child. They made sure we always attended 
Catechism class, and went to Mass regularly — 
not only just on Holy Days, but also on special 
Church feast days and Rogation days.”

Because the seeds of faith were planted in 
Jan’s open and willing young heart, they took 
root and blossomed over time, blessing her 
family and those around her with God’s love. 

“My husband, Ben, and I have also shared a similar devotion to the Catholic faith 
with our children as well when we were raising them,” Jan says. “In fact, recently, 
one of my grown children actually thought that Thanksgiving Day was a Holy Day 
of Obligation, because we always took our children to Mass on Thanksgiving when 
they were growing up. This is an example of how much faith meant to us as a 
family.” 

Being open to the call of stewardship, Jan has realized her talents in accounting 
and business, and has chosen to use them in God’s service. In 1999, Jan moved 
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to Bismarck and had a desire in her heart to work for 
a church. She was soon hired as our Parish Manager. 
Prior to working at Ascension, she did accounting work 
for various businesses, as well as for the University of 
Mary. About four years ago, she retired from her position 
as Parish Manager, and she now works part-time as the 
parish Bookkeeper. In this position, she maintains all 
of the records for parishioner’s donations, does entry 
for accounts payable, records checks and deposits, 
sends out contribution statements, and prepares 
financial statements. Furthermore, she oversees the 
parish offering counters by scheduling them, writing 
up the counting procedures and assisting them with 
anything else they may need. As Bookkeeper, she also 
serves as a member of the Finance Council and records 
the minutes at each of the meetings. In the past, she 
did ministry scheduling for our parish as well. 

“I have always had an interest in accounting, 
and recognized it as my gift,” Jan says. “I am really 
glad I have been able to serve God with my talents 
throughout my life.” 

Overall, she has found that working within a 
community of faith has been a tremendous blessing 
and source of inspiration.

“Looking back, I am grateful for having worked 
for our parish for 20 years,” Jan says. “I enjoyed it so 
much, and have gotten to know a lot of our parishioners 
well. They are very friendly, and I really appreciate how 
generous they are in serving the parish. I have also 
had the privilege of working with wonderful pastors, 
Fr. Klemmer and Msgr. Braaten, as well as great staff. 
It has been a delightful experience.”

As our Parish Manager, Jan was responsible for 
coordinating the stewardship program at our parish. 
She continues to be passionate about stewardship, 
and remains on the Stewardship Committee as a 
volunteer.  

“I really believe in stewardship,” Jan says. “It is very 

important for parishioners to recognize their gifts and 
share them with other people. It is important to live 
as disciples of Christ and help others. I really love the 
Stewardship Prayer we recite as Mass each weekend. 
It says it all!” 

Last but certainly not least, Jan has lived out her 
love for Christ by being a faithful wife to her husband, 
Ben, for 40 years. She is also a devoted mother to her 
four children and eight grand-children.

Recently, Ben and Jan celebrated their anniversary 
with their whole family.

“We all attended Mass on a Saturday evening 
together, and our children prepared a supper for us 
afterwards,” Jan says. “It was wonderful to have all of 
the children and grandchildren home, and spend time 
with one another.”
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“Looking back, I am grateful for having worked for our parish for 20 years.
I enjoyed it so much, and have gotten to know a lot of our parishioners well. They are 

very friendly, and I really appreciate how generous they are in serving the parish.
I have also had the privilege of working with wonderful pastors, Fr. Klemmer and 

Msgr. Braaten, as well as great staff. It has been a delightful experience.” — Jan Sitter



It is hard to believe that August is upon us! We are now approaching the return 
to school, the completion of vacations, and the time when things here at our 

parish get busier again.
We call them vacations, but the British call them “holidays.” Of course, it’s 

easy to see that the words “holiday” and “holy day” share the same roots. There 
was a time when the only “holidays” people experienced were indeed “holy days.” 
That included Sunday, to be sure, but the reason people had these “holy days” 
was to celebrate religious times and occasions. 

We’re all pretty familiar with the term “Holy Day of Obligation.” In fact, there is 
one this month — Aug. 15, the Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary. A solemnity 
is a feast day of the highest rank in the Church — and as we are told in the Code 
of Canon Law (1247), “On Sundays and other holy days of obligation, the faithful 
are obliged to participate in the Mass.” 

Note that what this actually says is that Sunday is, in fact, a Holy Day of Obligation — we should view 
our weekly Mass attendance this way, as well. Sometimes in our busy modern lives, we may lose sight 
of how important this is.

Of course, our Mass attendance goes hand in hand with stewardship — how we take and responsibly 
use the gifts God has given us, then return and share those gifts with the Lord and those around us. 
Although going to Mass is a gift to the Lord, it is also a gift to our community and to ourselves. We need 
that time to step back from our daily worries and concerns, and to look deeper into the meaning of living 
and of the importance of our relationship with God.

This month, and always, let us each consider how important it is to attend Mass. If we are really going 
to be committed to stewardship, we need to realize the significance of setting aside time each week and 
on designated holy days — Aug. 15, for example — to be with the Lord and with our parish community 
at Mass. We must be completely committed to living out our Catholic faith!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jim Braaten 
Pastor

A Letter from our Pastor
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Dear Parishioners,

The Mass is a Gift, 
to God and Our Parish Community
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Children are like sponges. We often see how 
quickly they learn and absorb information 

from the world around them. As Catholic parents, 
we have a particular responsibility to ensure that 
they are in an environment where they can draw 
in the beauty and truth of our faith. 

“It is important for children to have the 
experience of our Faith Formation Program so 
that they form a relationship, primarily with Jesus 
Christ, and secondarily with peers and adult 
mentors who can guide and inspire them through 
their lives,” says Jessica Mattson, the Coordinator 
of Faith Formation for Grades 1-5. “It is important 
to start as early as possible because children are 
most able to develop a relationship with Jesus 
when they are younger and less prone to worldly 
distractions.”

Our Faith Formation Program, designed for 
students in first through ninth grades, meets every 
Wednesday evening during the school year. In 
addition to our weekly session, which meets in the 
Education Building, there are also other special 
events such as retreats, stewardship projects and 
youth rallies.

Preparation for the Sacraments of First 

Reconciliation and First Eucharist takes places in 
second grade — preparation for Confirmation begins 
in seventh grade, with the students receiving the 
sacrament in ninth grade. This preparation takes 
place within the content of our weekly formation 
classes. Ongoing formation classes in the other 
grades help students to build a framework for 
understanding our beliefs as Catholics, as well as 
understanding the importance of bringing Christ 
into their everyday lives. 

Our program helps children to better 
understand their faith, as they learn about the 
life and teachings of Christ, Scripture, prayer, 
morality, and more. 

“We hope the Faith Formation Program 
empowers children to live their faith through 
manifesting the beauty of the faith in attractive 
ways, through the weekly classroom experience, 
as well as special events,” Jessica says. 

All families are invited to participate in our 
monthly grill-out, hosted by the Knights of 
Columbus, as well as other special events — these 
include the Living Rosary held in October, the 
Family St. Valentine’s Day Dance in February, 
and the Stations of the Cross and Eucharistic 

Drawing in the Truth of Our Catholic Faith Through the Faith Formation Program

Our Faith Formation Program is an opportunity for children in first through ninth grades to learn about the faith and 
develop a relationship with Christ.
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Drawing in the Truth of Our Catholic Faith Through the Faith Formation Program
Adoration during Lent. Volunteers 
are also needed for these events. 

Families are invited to join our 
community in kicking off the Faith 
Formation year with Mass and a 
grill-out on Sept. 12 at 5:30 p.m. 

We are also in need of adult 
catechists who are willing to serve 
the parish by sharing the faith with 
our youngest members. 

“Every catechist I have ever 
spoken with says it was a huge 
blessing to be part of their students’ 
lives and faith journeys,” Jessica 
says. “They benefit tremendously by 
offering a small portion of their week 
to teaching Faith Formation classes.”

Jessica encourages families to 
prioritize Faith Formation for their 
children in the coming year.

 “Having other adults and peers 
who witness living authentic Catholic 
lives encourages them to live their 
faith in a deeper way — to keep their 
faith as the most important aspect of 
their lives as they mature,” Jessica 
says.

Registration for the 2019-20 Faith Formation Program is currently open. 
Please visit www.ascensionbismarck.org or stop by the parish office to register.
If you have questions or are interested in serving as an adult catechist, please 
contact Jessica Mattson (Coordinator of Faith Formation: Grades 1-5) at 

jmattson@ascensionbismarck.org, or Hannah Smith (Coordinator of Faith 
Formation: Grades 6-12 and adults) at hsmith@ascensionbismarck.org. 

Jessica and Hannah can also be reached by phone at the parish office at
701-223-3606. The cost to register for the Faith Formation Program is $50 per child, 

with additional fees for our sacramental preparation programs.

Weekly classes are held on Wednesdays during the school year, and 
children participate in crafts and other activities to help them understand 

what it means to be Catholic.

http://www.ascensionbismarck.org
mailto:jmattson@ascensionbismarck.org
mailto:hsmith@ascensionbismarck.org
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Recent Events and Activities in Our Parish Community
Our parish community has participated in a number of activities and events that have brought us 

together during the summer months. On June 12, we held our annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
at the Municipal Country Club. Also, we recently completed construction on the new handrails in the 
sanctuary, which were custom built by Curly Schoch. And, the Ladies of Ascension members also 

convened once again to prepare desserts for a funeral luncheon. Thank you to all who continue
to share their time, talent and treasure with God and our parish.

Ladies of Ascension members
Pauline Mueller, Leona Kuntz, Rita Ritter 
and Julie Luger, preparing desserts for

a funeral luncheon.

Our newly constructed 
handrails in the sanctuary, 

custom built by 
Curly Schoch.

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner held June 12 at the 
Municipal Country Club.

Upcoming Events
SATURDAY, AUGUST 3 

Ascension Parish Prepares and Serves The Banquet free noon meal at Trinity Lutheran 
Volunteer to help by contacting the parish office.

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 28
Confirmation Parent/Student Meetings

6:00 p.m. for grades 7-8
7:00 p.m. for grade 9

Registration for Faith Formation is now open. Visit www.ascensionbismarck.org.

http://www.ascensionbismarck.org
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Ascension’s Hospitality Ministry
Living Out the Mass

When Angie and Lucas 
Wescott came back home 

to the Catholic Church, they 
stepped inside Ascension and felt 
a sense of truly being invited into 
the community. 

“The welcoming atmosphere 
made us feel at home when we 
first went to Ascension,” Angie 
says. “It’s that extra touch of 
someone greeting you, handing 
you the missalette and really 
living out the Mass.”

Our hospitality ministers 
offer visitors and parishioners 
a first impression of our faith 
community, and their simple 
gestures invite others to join 
us in worship and “can change 
hearts” and truly “open people to 
God’s presence in their lives.”

“Hospitality is about creating 
a welcoming atmosphere not only 
for our own parishioners, but any 
guests who enter our church,” 
says Julie Ternes, Director of 
Music and Liturgy. “Hospitality 
ministers offer the welcome that 
Jesus gives us when he says 
‘come to Me.’”

Lucas encouraged his family 
to join the Hospitality Ministry 
during the Annual Stewardship 
Renewal. They had been tithing 
regularly, but then they realized 
how many other ways they could 
give back to the faith community. 

“We thought it would be a nice 
thing to do as a family,” Lucas 
says. “I would encourage people 
during the stewardship renewal 

to look at all the opportunities 
that are out there to serve. I had 
never heard of many of them.”

All parishioners are welcome 
to become hospitality ministers, 
and couples and families can serve 
together. New ministers receive 
a handbook with guidelines and 
have the opportunity to shadow 

experienced ministers. The 
scheduling is managed online. 

When serving at the 11 a.m. 
Mass, Angie and Lucas arrive 
early with their two daughters, 
Dani, 9, and Jackie, 7, and 
prepare to hand out missalettes 
and greet everyone at the door. 

“You realize you’re helping set 

The Wescott family at the Relentless Against Blood Cancer 5K — (from left) Lucas, 
Dani, Jackie and Angie
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LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. | Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. | Holy Days: 8:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.

Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and 
receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.

If you would like more information about Ascension’s Hospitality Ministers, 
please reach out Julie Pernes in the parish office at 701-223-3606.

the tone for others for Mass,” Angie says. “You pay 
more attention to how you dress and if you’re in 
the right mental space for Mass. You have to think 
about others and really serve.”

During the Mass, hospitality ministers gather the 
collection, bring up the gifts and usher parishioners 
up to the altar to receive the Eucharist. After the 
Mass, the ministers hand out bulletins and put the 
missalettes and book carts away. They turn off the 
lights and fans, check the pews for forgotten items 
and answer questions. 

“Serving as hospitality ministers really helps you 

actively participate in the Mass,” Angie says. “I love 
that we get to do this with our girls. When we were 
still learning and debating continuing as ministers, 
they encouraged us because they really like doing it.”

In a practical sense, we could gather our own 
books and bulletins, but there is a sense of community 
building when we connect with each other, even with 
a simple greeting at our church doors. 

“Sunday mornings can be stressful, and we can all 
arrive to church a little frazzled,” Lucas says. “Having 
someone there with a smile on their face helps set the 
tone and get your heart ready for the Mass.”

http://www.ascensionbismarck.org

