
Our parish recently welcomed Hannah 
Smith as our new Coordinator of Faith 

Formation for Grades 6 to adult. Truly, we 
are privileged to have such a talented, faith-
filled woman in our parish family, and we 
look forward to all of the blessings God will 
bring us through her heart and hands.

“Everyone at Ascension Parish is really 
welcoming,” she says. “So many people have 
taken the time to say 'hi’ to me and get to 
know me. I’m excited to get more and more 
acquainted with the parish community and 
immerse myself in it.”

Hannah was raised in Highlands Ranch, 
Colo., and is the third oldest child of a devout 
Catholic family of 12 children. In 2017, 
she graduated from the University of Mary 
with a bachelor’s degree in Theology. After 
college, she returned to Colorado to work as a 
youth minister for two years. Currently she is pursuing a master’s degree in 
Education at the University of Mary.

“I started out with an undergraduate major in nursing, but then I 
changed my course after praying about it and thinking of those who had 
influenced my life the most, such as campus ministers and my high school 
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Welcome to Hannah Smith,
our new Coordinator of Faith 

Formation for Grades 6 to Adult.

The Newest Member of
Our Parish's Faith Formation Team
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Sept. 3 is the feast day of St. 
Gregory the Great. Perhaps it is 

no coincidence that the Feast of St. 
Gregory also falls around the time 
when Americans make our national 
observance of Labor Day. While a 
shining example of Christian virtue, 
St. Gregory the Great also sheds 
light on the fuller value and purpose 
of labor and human work.

St. Gregory was born in Rome 
around 540 to a wealthy family, 
with several family members noted 
for holiness of life. He was raised 
and educated during times of great 
trial, both for the Church in general, 
and for Rome, a city besieged by 
several waves of barbarians.

Gregory was made prefect of Rome at a young 
age. He struggled with the call to give all in following 
Christ, but finally chose a monastic life, donating 
his estates to the founding of monasteries. His 
three years of monastic seclusion were some of 
the most enjoyable of his life.

Once Gregory was ordained as a deacon, he was 
sent to the Court of Byzantium as ambassador, 
where he struggled greatly with the court’s 
worldly atmosphere. Having provided, with some 
difficulty, six years of faithful service to the court, 
he was joyfully recalled to Rome. Gregory was 
appointed abbot of St. Andrew’s Monastery, which 
under his leadership, produced many monks 
who were later renowned for holiness of life. He 
was later chosen to be a missionary to England. 
This demonstrates how highly regarded Gregory 
must have been by this time, for after he was 
sent away, an uprising immediately arose among 
the populace of Rome. A team of messengers was 
then dispatched to bring him back, which they 
successfully did.

The death of Pope Pelagius II in 590 led to 

Gregory being immediately chosen 
by the clergy and people of Rome 
as the pope’s successor. Some 
sources suggest that Gregory was 
dragged from his bed, while others 
maintain that he fled from the city 
and hid for three days.

Despite his initial unwillingness 
to accept the burden of the papacy, 
Gregory spent the final 14 years of 
his life devoting all of his energy 
towards his work as pope. 

Gregory’s life produced fruit 
that would continue to mature for 
centuries to come — guidance for 
the care of souls, reformation of 
the liturgy, sending missionaries 
to spread faith abroad, and 

much more. He is arguably one of the greatest 
foundational supports of medieval Europe, and 
thus, of our own society today.

Americans celebrate Labor Day, the yearly 
tribute given to our country’s workers. The day’s 
purpose is to remind us of the real social and 
economic contributions made through the early 
Labor Movement, up to workers in the present day. 

As Catholics, we can also celebrate Labor 
Day with a deeper Christian understanding of 
its purpose.

Jesus spoke often about “the Kingdom of 
God,” and He taught us that it is already here — 
however, not in its perfect, final form. Christians 
receive the Kingdom at baptism, and they also 
build it inside themselves through the varied 
ways of working to grow in personal holiness. 
They also work to build the kingdom, just as 
Gregory did, by offering Christ-like service in all 
areas of their lives. Thus, in our own Christian 
lives, we continue the same work that St. Gregory 
performed, and to which all of us are called, in 
the building of the Kingdom of God.

St. Gregory the Great: 
Laboring for the Kingdom of God



I know that many people are not 
on a school year calendar. But 

for many of us, September brings 
a livelier rhythm to our schedules. 
Life just seems to get busier after 
Labor Day. Therefore, this month 
seems to be a good time to think 
about our priorities and to pray 
for God’s guidance.

It has been said that the truly 
important is often pushed aside 
by the merely urgent. So, as you 
review your priorities, please 
make sure that you include 
what’s really important!

First of all, be sure to include 
time for God, as well as for job, 
family and recreation. Of prime 
importance, make sure that Mass 
on Sundays is a top priority — 
that’s the most important event 
of the week. In addition, reserve 
some time for personal Scripture 
study, as well as prayer with your 
family or a prayer group — then 
incorporate that into your daily 
and weekly routine. 

There are many forces pulling 
at us as we decide where to use 
our talents. For most of us, our 
jobs claim the lion’s share of our 
efforts and sometimes threaten 
to engulf our whole lives. We 

also have responsibilities to our 
families and legitimate calls for 
service to the community — that 
obviously includes the Church. 
We have lots of areas for service 
right here in our own parish 
— religious education, music, 
serving as hospitality, or any one 
of the many ministries in which 
you may use your talents to grow 
closer to God.

Finally, we have to set 
priorities for using our money. As 
Christians, we are responsible to 

God for the use of the financial 
resources He has entrusted to 
us — no matter if it’s a lot or 
a little — and to make a return 
to God in thanksgiving. In this 
regard, Scripture gives us the 
tithe as a goal. Working toward 
a tithe may mean some changes 
in your priorities, but I can tell 
you from personal experience 
that those who have adopted 
this as their standard of giving 
experience a joy rooted in the 
spiritual growth that occurs 
as we continually live out the 
“three Ts” of stewardship — 
time, talent and treasure.

Priorities are certainly a part 
of life. As you review your own 
priorities, especially now that 
many regular routines are starting 
up again, ask yourself how you will 
use the time, talent and treasure 
entrusted to you by God.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jim Braaten 
Pastor

A Letter from our Pastor
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Dear Parishioners,

Getting Our Priorities in Order
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Our Pastor, Msgr. Jim Braaten, “believes and 
supports wholeheartedly” the purpose and 

mission of our Light of Christ Catholic Schools. 
“We are boldly and confidently providing the 
necessary elements that are so essential in the 
intellectual, spiritual, emotional, physical and 
social formation of our children,” Msgr. Braaten 
says. 

The Light of Christ school system was formed 
in 2012 as a collaboration between our parish 
and the Cathedral, St. Mary's, St. Anne's and 
Corpus Christi. The school system includes 
Pre-K to fifth grade at St. Mary’s Elementary, St. 
Anne’s Elementary and Cathedral of Holy Spirit 
Elementary. The Academy is for sixth through 
eighth grades, and ninth through 12th grades 
are at St. Mary’s Central.

“The purpose of forming Light of Christ 
Catholic Schools was to ensure the future of 
Catholic education in Bismarck,” Msgr. Braaten 
says. The vision of Light of Christ Catholic 
Schools is to “inspire and prepare the heart, 

soul and mind of future generations to radiate 
the Light of Christ.” 

Enrollment at these schools has increased 20 
percent in the last four years. More than 700 
families have students at one or more of our 
affiliated schools. As a result of this increase, 
updates and a new building for St. Mary’s 
Central has been completed. About 90 percent of 
the $46.5 million has been raised for this project 
under the capital campaign theme of “Keep the 
Promise.” 

“The many generous benefactors who support 
and believe in the value of Catholic education 
is inspirational to me,” Msgr. Braaten says. “I 
marvel at the many parents who struggle in 
making sacrifices, to ensure that their children 
will receive a high-quality Catholic academic 
education.” 

The new building for St. Mary’s Central High 
School is open this fall. St. Mary’s Grade School’s 
addition includes a new music room, library 
and classrooms. The addition was dedicated in 
August. Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Elementary 
recently received a remodeled entrance. St. 
Anne’s Elementary will also have an addition to 
allow additional space. 

According to keepthepromise.net, “In addition 
to enhancing our elementary school environments, 
our plans will include the transformation of our 
current St. Mary’s Central High School site into 
the St. Mary’s Academy to serve the needs of our 
growing sixth to eighth grade student population.” 

Msgr. Braaten says funding for the Light 
of Christ Catholic Schools comes from three 
primary sources — parish subsidies, which is 33 
percent of the weekly Mass collections, student 
tuition and annual fundraising. 

The mission of Light of Christ Catholic 
Schools is “Encountering Christ in our Catholic 
Faith through living, learning and serving.” Paul 
and Janelle Waliser resonate with this mission. 
They have three children who are in the school 

Ensuring the Future of Catholic Education in Bismarck Through Light of Christ Catholic Schools

Our Lady of Victory Chapel, at the new campus of St. Mary’s 
Central High School. This beautiful chapel is designed to hold 
the entire SMCHS student body and their families, and will 

have a capacity of over 600.  

http://keepthepromise.net


5

Ensuring the Future of Catholic Education in Bismarck Through Light of Christ Catholic Schools

system. Their fourth child, Logan, graduated 
in 2016. Carissa will graduate in 2020. She 
will spend her senior year in the new building. 
Jenna is a fifth-grader and Morgan is a fourth-
grader, both at St. Mary’s Elementary. Paul and 
Janelle send their children to Catholic school for 
the “spiritual reasons.” 

“They pray at home and are able to pray 
at school,” Janelle says. “This is a big part of 
spiritual formation.” To them, Catholic education 
is very important to forming their children to 
be disciples of Christ. “They are able to openly 
share their faith and we like that,” Janelle says. 

Msgr. Braaten looks forward to the opening 
of the new St. Mary’s High School Central 
building, the transition for sixth through eighth 
grades to the previous St. Mary’s building and 
the additions at the three elementary schools. 
Overall, he is thankful for all those who support 
the schools and educate our children. 

“I am grateful to the dedicated teaching 
professionals and staff who serve our students 
and families,” he says. 

A rendering of the new St. Mary’s Central High School — students have been welcomed to the new building this fall! 

For more information on the
Light of Christ School System, 
visit lightofchristschools.org.

Also, please visit
keepthepromise.net to donate 

and stay up to date on the 
building project
and renovations. 

http://lightofchristschools.org
http://keepthepromise.net
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Photos from Our Parish Picnic

Sept. 4
Catechist Workshop — 6-9 p.m.

Sept. 11
Faith Formation Opening Mass, followed by a grill-out and potluck — 5:30 p.m.

Sept. 18
All Faith Formation sessions begin — 4:00, 5:30, and 7:00 p.m.

Sept. 28-29
Ninth Grade Retreat in Medora
Stewardship Kickoff Weekend

Sept. 29
Knights of Columbus Rosary in Community Room — 9:05 a.m.UP
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Each year, our Faith Formation 
students gather together to 

show their love for the Blessed 
Mother through the Living 
Rosary, and discover her tender 
love in return.

“It is so important to expose 
children to this beautiful form 
of Marian devotion for so many 
reasons,” says Jessica Mattson, 
Coordinator of Faith Formation 
for first through fifth grades. “It 
helps them to comprehend the 
idea that Mary is truly the Mother 
of God, and that because Jesus 
loves her so much, we also need to 
imitate Him in loving His Mother. 
Learning about the Rosary helps 
the children to see that they have 
a mother in heaven as well.” 

The Living Rosary will be 
offered on Oct. 2, in honor of the 
month of the Holy Rosary. It will 
be prayed in the church during 
each of the Faith Formation 
sessions at 4:00, 5:30 and 7:00 
p.m.

During the Living Rosary, 
the children stand next to each 
other, forming the shape of a 
rosary around the church. The 
catechists read a brief reflection 
at each mystery, which helps 
all to contemplate the deeper 
meaning behind each one. The 
reflections are also projected on 
a screen.

“The Living Rosary is a very 

interactive way of praying the 
Rosary, much more than the 
children would normally be used 
to,” Jessica says. “It gives them a 
great chance to pray a traditional 
prayer in a unique way.” 

The students’ families are 
invited to come and pray along as 
well. By approaching the Blessed 
Mother together through the 
Rosary, participants can sense 
the power of this extraordinary, 
long-cherished Marian devotion, 
perhaps in a way they will never 
forget.

“Praying the Living Rosary 
definitely unites us all together 
and brings us peace,” Jessica 
says. “I believe that when kids do 
anything together, it helps them 
remember it better. It is very 
helpful for the children to see 

other people of all ages praying it 
too — catechists, older kids and 
parents included. By joining in 
on the Living Rosary, the children 
can form a positive association 
with the devotion of the Rosary, 
and remember it well, so that they 
will hopefully pray it throughout 
their lives.” 

Throughout the history 
of Catholicism, multitudes of 
canonized saints and devout 
“prayer warriors” have embraced 
the Rosary and spread its 
marvels. Pope St. Pius X once 
said, “The Rosary is the most 
beautiful and the most rich in 
graces of all prayers; it is the 
prayer that touches most the 
Heart of the Mother of God…and 
if you wish peace to reign in your 
homes, recite the family Rosary.”

Discovering the Love of Mary 
Through the Living Rosary

The Living Rosary will be offered on Oct. 2, in honor of the month of the 
Holy Rosary. It will be prayed in the church during each of the 

Faith Formation sessions at 4:00, 5:30, and 7:00 p.m.

For more information, please contact 
Jessica Mattson or Hannah Smith at 701-258-5692. 
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theology teachers,” she says. “Later, I really felt 
a call to teach, and that is what led me to start 
working on my master’s degree.”

In her new position at our parish, Hannah 
hopes to put to use the gifts that God has given 
her, and bring His merciful love to our parish 
family in a powerful way.

“When it comes to Religious Education, a lot of 
times there is a tendency to just throw out facts 
about the Catholic faith, but not encourage others 
to develop an authentic relationship with their 
Creator,” she says. “I really want to help people 
learn more and more about themselves and their 
Creator. I hope to help them form a deep personal 

relationship with Him, so that they know how 
much He loves them. I pray that they can see that 
they are made in His image and likeness.”

Over the years, Hannah has been profoundly 
inspired by the life and writings of her favorite 
saint, St. Faustina. 

“I love her message of Divine Mercy,” she says. 
“I read through her diary carefully over a period of 
three years. I appreciate her love for the Lord and 
her strong desire to do what He wanted for her life. 
Learning about the Divine Mercy Devotion totally 
changed my life and how I see the sacraments, 
especially Confession. Every one of us is in need 
of God’s mercy.”

LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. | Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. | Holy Days: 8:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.

Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and 
receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.

Meet Hannah Smith continued from front cover
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