
We've all gone through some degree of loss due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. For our graduating 

seniors, this meant the loss of key milestones, from 
the last games to the last prom. Bismarck High 
School’s Alexander Krug and St. Mary's Central 
High School’s Carissa Pieterick and Maria Mann 
say the end of school had its ups and downs.

When school closed on March 13, it was a shock 
for Alexander, Maria and Carissa. Later, they found 
school would not open again for the academic year. 

For Alexander, that meant a missed baseball 
season, which was hard for him and his mom, 
Rachel.

“I was sad and in shock that he wouldn’t have a 
normal senior year,” Rachel says. 

For Carissa, it meant no student council 
activities and the sadness of missing prom and a 
normal graduation. Her mother, Janelle Waliser, felt 
bad that Carissa wasn’t able to wear her beautiful 
prom dress and for all the missed activities that 
wrap-up the school year. 

“I was first very shocked and then so sad, 
because it is a once in a lifetime piece of your life 
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Each day, we strive to live stewardship in 
our lives, recognizing our roles as “God’s 

co-workers” in His creative, redemptive and 
sanctifying work. But in our quest to live as 
disciples of Christ, many obstacles often arise.

One of the most prevalent roadblocks in 
living stewardship is understanding the traits 
that make up a good Christian steward. Surely, 
it would be much more convenient if we had 
some sort of “stewardship list” that could lay 
out the necessary steps to becoming a good 
steward. Unfortunately, it more often feels like 
living stewardship is a lifelong journey that we 
will never fully comprehend.

Fortunately, the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship, 
Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, gives some 
insight into the characteristics that make up a 
good Christian steward. 

The Christian steward should display some 
of the following traits:

Insight — Before the disciples could live 
what we know as the stewardship way of 
life, they needed a flash of insight, or a 
certain way of viewing the world and their 
relationship to it in a fresh light. This 

“divine grandeur,” more than anything 
else, is often what sets people on the path 
to Christian stewardship (Stewardship: A 
Disciple’s Response, 39).

Conscientiousness — Stewards are 
fully conscious of their accountability in 
sharing of their time, talent and treasure. 
As caretakers of the gifts that God has 
given them, they have the opportunity 
and responsibility to use them to their 
fullest potential to spread God’s Kingdom 
on Earth (40).

Generosity — Christian stewards are 
generous out of love as well as duty. They 
should display a desire to share with and 
care for others based on the sacramental 
graces they have received. And they are 
also cognizant of the many warnings that 
the New Testament presents to those who 
fail in charity and authentic love (40).

Joy — Christian stewards are often 
presented with difficult obstacles, but 
they should remain joyful in the face of 
challenges to their lives of stewardship. 
Like Paul, the good steward is able to say, 
“I am filled with encouragement, I am 
overflowing with joy all the more because 
of all our affliction” (2 Cor. 7:4). Only by 
serving with a joyful spirit will stewards 
fully reap the rewards of their service, 
both in this life and the next.

Indeed, living as a Christian steward is a 
lifelong journey with many ups and downs 
along the way. But if we strive to consciously 
incorporate each of these characteristics into 
our giving of time, talent and treasure, we will 
find that the responsibilities of a good Christian 
steward will become much clearer with each 
experience of service.

The Traits of the 
CHRISTIAN STEWARD
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To those of you who have been 
actively participating in the life 

of our parish but have been forced 
to stay away due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, welcome home!

To those of you who haven’t been 
to church in years and decided to 
renew your faith, welcome back, and 
welcome home!

During these past few months, 
we have experienced some of the 
most challenging and unnerving 
times in the history of our nation 
and Church. As we start to emerge 
from the darkness of this crisis and 
return to Mass and parish activities 
and ministries, I feel blessed and 
excited.

Excited to see familiar faces.
Excited to see new faces.
Excited to see faces of those we haven’t seen in 

a while but decided to come back!
In times like these, when nothing seems to make 

sense, I am so very glad you are here. The timing of 
your return is perfect, because the truth is we need 
Christ now more than ever.

Whether you have simply been forced to stay 
away while public Masses were canceled, or if you 
have been away from the Church for many years, 
this crisis has changed us.

All of us.
We have had some extra time lately for 

introspection. For personal reflection. And for 
prayer. And perhaps during this era of isolation and 
social distancing, you have found yourself yearning 
for Christ more than ever before in the hopes of 
finding some meaning to all of this.

You have come to the right place.
As you walk through our doors for the first time 

in months — or perhaps even years — I hope you 
see the face of Christ in me and in all those around 
you. I hope you find a welcoming parish family 
there to greet you, overjoyed by your return. 

As Christ tells us in Matthew’s 
Gospel, “For I was a stranger, you 
welcomed me” (Mt. 25:35).

The truth is, there really are no 
strangers at our parish. So as you 
come back home to our parish, I hope 
and pray you experience that same 
spirit of kindness and hospitality 
from all your fellow parishioners.

Whether you’re a longtime 
parishioner, or someone who fell 
away from the Catholic Church and 
are now ready to become renewed 
in the faith, let us all remember to 
welcome all who enter our parish 
doors with open arms, smiling faces 
and a servant’s heart.

 By living out our calling as Christian stewards, 
we will all emerge from this dark time as a 
community of faith that is stronger than ever — 
together.

Welcome back. And welcome home.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jim Braaten 
Pastor

A Letter from our Pastor
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Dear Parishioners,

Welcome Back... Welcome Home!
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Though we often focus our 
stewardship giving on more 

active forms of service, it’s important 
not to forget an infinitely powerful 
method of helping those in need 
— namely, intercessory prayer. In 
lifting up one another’s intentions 
in prayer, we acknowledge our 
own utter dependence on God’s 
grace. This, in turn, leads us to a 
greater act of surrender, entrusting 
ourselves and our loved ones to a 
good and merciful Father while 
also drawing us closer together as 
a parish family.

“I just don’t think that I could 
make it through life if I didn’t have 
prayer,” says parishioner Pauline 
Mueller. “It’s so important in our 
life and I think we’re called to come 
together in prayer. God wants us 
to turn to Him in prayer and ask 
for the things we need — not only for ourselves, but 
also for others.”

And though we can certainly do this privately on 
our own, there is a special power that comes from the 
faithful joining together in prayer. Pauline says this 
is what makes Ascension’s Prayer Line Ministry so 
powerful — it unifies the community through prayer 
while also providing comfort and spiritual support for 
those in need.

“I just feel that when you have 80-plus prayer 
warriors that are all praying together for something 

like that at one time, there is just 
so much power in it,” Pauline says. 
“People find peace knowing that 
many people are praying for them.” 

Pauline says the ministry 
operates by her first learning about 
a specific prayer intention either 
directly or through the parish 
office. Then Mary sends out group 
texts and makes a few calls to her 
prayer warriors, including a brief 
description of the prayer request. 
This allows ministry members to 
pray for that intention throughout 
their day in their preferred manner.

Though the act itself may seem 
simple, Pauline says the effects 
of those prayers — though often 
unknown — are truly life changing. 
This becomes apparent through 
the occasional feedback from 
ministry benefactors, thanking 

Prayer Line members for their prayers and sharing the 
positive effects that it had on their life. 

“I actually encourage members to get a notebook 
and write down the intention and date in their books,” 
Pauline says. “Then when we get updates, which are 
oftentimes good news, we can revisit those earlier 
requests. It really helps reinforce the power of prayer.”

Prayer intentions vary greatly — from those 
suffering with illnesses, dealing with stressful financial 
situations or emotional problems, to persons who wish 
their name and situation to remain entirely anonymous. 

SPIRITUALLY SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER THROUGH THE  Prayer Line Ministry

Ascension
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Pauline Mueller coordinates 
the Prayer Line Ministry.

“I just don’t think that I could make it through life if I didn’t 
have prayer. It’s so important in our life and I think we’re 
called to come together in prayer. God wants us to turn to 

Him in prayer and ask for the things we need — not only for 
ourselves, but also for others.” — PAULINE MUELLER
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SPIRITUALLY SUPPORTING ONE ANOTHER THROUGH THE  Prayer Line Ministry
Yet, no matter the particular circumstances, the 
person seeking prayer can know with confidence that 
they and their loved ones are being covered in prayer 
by the parish community. And in the process Pauline 
says that each Prayer Line members’ own prayer life 
can’t help but be strengthened as well, filled with the 
satisfaction of helping those in need.

“It just blesses me personally to know that all 

of these people are committed to prayer like that,” 
Pauline says. “You feel good knowing that you are 
doing something to help the person who is dealing 
with a crisis or a death. We pray for each other, too. 
I just put something out last night, for example, that 
God will keep us all safe from this coronavirus and 
heal the ones who have already been affected by it.”

If you would like to share a prayer intention with the Prayer Line, or become a member of the group, 
please contact Pauline Mueller at 701-226-9471.

that these kids won't get back,” Janelle says. 
Maria missed her last basketball game as the 

state tournament was abruptly cancelled. She 
also missed her last soccer season. Her parents, 
Amy and Wade, were proud of how she handled 
the difficult situation. 

“Basketball has been one of my most favorite 
things with my coaches and teammates being 
most of the reason," Maria says. It was hard to 
have an ending I was not prepared for, knowing I 
won’t ever play again."

Thanks to social media and the internet, 
Alexander, Maria and Carissa were able to keep 
in contact with friends and do their schoolwork. 
According to their parents, they all adjusted well 
to distance learning. 

The positive for all was the increased family time.
“The biggest blessing was the increased time we 

spent with Maria and as a family," Amy says. "That 
was our silver lining to all of the cancellations and 
modifications that occurred this spring."

With the family time also came more time for 
prayer for Alexander. 

“My faith wasn’t challenged during this time,” says 
Alexander. “It increased. I had more time to pray.” 

Carissa found that the time away from Mass 

challenged her faith. She was not able to meet 
with the chaplain at St. Mary’s and, like all of us, 
missed receiving the Eucharist.

Maria, likewise, missed receiving the Eucharist, 
saying it "was not readily available to me like it 
has been on any other given day. It made me find 
Christ in different ways,” Maria says. 

Amy and Wade were stunned when church 
Masses were cancelled, and the family "had to find 
new ways to connect with God as a family and 
individually," Amy says. "Personal prayer became 
our anchor." 

Alexander, Maria, Carissa and their families 
have hopes for the future. Alexander will be 
attending the University of Mary to study business. 
Carissa will attend Bismarck State College to 
study nursing. Maria will attend the University 
of North Dakota to study to become a pediatric 
speech pathologist.

Carissa adds, “I hope everyone affected by the 
virus can find hope in Christ, and I appreciate 
what the community did to help my senior year 
feel special.”

“I'm praying Carissa’s college years will feel 
more normal than the second half of her senior 
year,” says Janelle. 

Celebrating Our Graduates continued from front cover
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Congratulations to the Class of 2020
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Ascension celebrates the 29 young parishioners who recently graduated from area high schools.

Jenna Anderson
Bismarck HS

Dominique Braun
Bismarck HS

Kate Dillman
Bismarck HS

Cade Erickson
Bismarck HS

Hannah Fried
Bismarck HS

Anna German
Bismarck HS

Anna Gronbeck
Bismarck HS

Trey Haberlock
Bismarck HS

Madisyn Iverson
Bismarck HS

Karston Kellar
Bismarck HS

Alexander Krug
Bismarck HS

Jaymee Lang
Century HS

Mabel Larson
Bismarck HS

Mariah Lawson
Bismarck HS

Seth Leier
Bismarck HS

Maria Mann
St. Mary's Central HS

Brady Mosset
Bismarck HS

Jayden Nelson
Bismarck HS

Morgan Nelson
Legacy HS

Carissa Pieterick
St. Mary's Central HS

Michael Salwei
St. Mary's Central HS

Morgan Salwei
St. Mary's Central HS

Joseph Schon
St. Mary's Central HS

Mia Steffes
Bismarck HS

Mary Wetsch
Bismarck HS

Graduates not pictured: Rhett Clements (Legacy HS), Malachi Davis (Bismarck HS),  
Joseph Olheiser (Bismarck HS), and Tyler Rath (Bismarck HS).  
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It’s a well-known fact that public speaking 
comes out at the top of most people’s lists of 

greatest fears. However, for those who serve our 
community as lectors, proclaiming the Scripture 
to their fellow parishioners at Mass brings a 
sense of honor, rather than anxiety.

“It’s been a profound honor and blessing for 
me to proclaim God’s Word,” says parishioner 
Keven Wanner, who serves as a lector. “It’s really 
helped me to grow in my faith.”

Keven first began serving as a lector while 
in high school, and the role of proclaiming the 
Scriptures at Mass has always held a special 
place in his heart. Early on in his experience of 
serving as a lector, he learned the distinction 
between “reading” and “proclaiming” the Word 
of God — something that has shaped the way he 
sees his role. 

“You’re not simply reading it, you’re 
proclaiming it — you’re making that story come 
alive for the people," Keven says. 

“God’s Word has its own power,” he adds. 
“We turn our voices over to God and pray that 
He touch the people the way He wants to touch 
them.”

The parish provides a number of resources 
to help lectors prepare to proclaim God’s Word 
at Mass. For Keven, the process of preparing to 
share God’s Word in the liturgy has drawn him 
deeper into his understanding and love of the 
Scriptures. 

“Becoming a lector and preparing to read at 
Mass really made the Scriptures come alive in a 
new way for me,” Keven says. “[Reading] opens 
your heart to God’s Word at a new level and it 
helps you appreciate the depth of Scripture.

“The more we’re students of the Word, the 
more it takes root in us,” he adds. 

For those who serve to proclaim God’s Word 
at Mass, it’s a role of humble service, as they 
seek to be an instrument through which God can 

Proclaiming God’s Word: 
LECTORS MINISTRY

speak to His people. Keven hopes that his fellow 
parishioners will be drawn deeper into prayer as 
they hear God’s Word proclaimed.

“My prayer is that people not see me, but they 
see Him — that they realize it’s not my words I’m 
saying, but it’s God’s Word to them, speaking to 
their heart,” Keven says. “It’s really not about 
[the lectors] at all — we’re just an instrument 



Lectors Ministry  continued from page 7

LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. | Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Tuesday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. | Confession: Saturday 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and 
receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.

If you would like more information on becoming a lector at 
Church of the Ascension, please contact Director of Music and Liturgy Julie Ternes 

at 701-223-3606 or jternes@ascensionbismarck.org. 
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to proclaim the words. I try to approach it with 
humility, praying, ‘Lord, may I not get in the 
way, may You speak to Your people through Your 
humble servant.'"

“It’s a great blessing to share God’s Word,” he 
adds. “His word is effective and powerful, and 
it’s always powerful to look out and see people’s 
faces — they’re soaking up God’s Word and you 
can see God’s Word has an effect on them.”

Keven encourages his fellow parishioners to 
consider serving the community as lectors. 

“You don’t have to be a perfect reader or be 
good at giving speeches,” Keven says. “You will 
grow in your understanding and love of the Word 
just by doing it and by offering yourself and 
stepping out in faith to try it. If God is tugging 
at your heart, He’ll give you the grace you need 
to do it well.”

mailto:jternes@ascensionbismarck.org
http://www.ascensionbismarck.org

