
St. Francis once beautifully summed up what it 
means to give of yourself — “Remember that 

when you leave this earth, you can take with 
you nothing that you have received — only 
what you have given: a full heart, enriched by 
honest service, love, sacrifice and courage.”

For our new Director of Faith Formation/
Communications Beverly Brintnell, the 
powerful example of St. Francis is one that 
she hopes to emulate. 

On Aug. 2, Beverly took the helm of our Faith 
Formation program, as well as communications 
at Ascension. We are so excited to have Beverly 
here in our parish community, and we want to 
provide her with a heartfelt “welcome.”

Beverly comes to us after working for four 
years as the Director of Religious Education and 
Sacraments at St. Leo the Great in Minot. At 
the end of July, she moved to Bismarck with her husband, Jason, and children, 
Ethan and Savanah. Jason will commute to Minot part-time to continue working 
as a chiropractor. Savanah is attending the University of Mary, and Ethan will 
be a freshman at St. Mary’s High School, where he will participate in football, 
basketball, and track. 

Beverly is excited to begin at Ascension and settle into this new role. 
“I feel truly blessed to have the opportunity to continue my role as a DRE,” 
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FRIDAY, AUG. 6
First Friday Fellowship following the  
8 a.m. Mass in the Community Room.

SATURDAY, AUG. 7
Ascension Parish Prepares and 

Serves the Banquet; free noon meal at 
Trinity Lutheran. Volunteer to help by 

contacting the parish office. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 1
Confirmation Parent/Student Meetings 
6:30 p.m. for seventh grade,  7 p.m. for 
eighth grade, 7:30 p.m. for ninth grade.

Registration for Faith Formation is now 
open! Visit www.ascensionbismarck.org

for more information and to get your 
child(ren) registered today!

Upcoming Events

Ascension
c a t h o l i c  c h u r c h

Volunteer Carol Reinert organizing 
donations for our Silent Auction 
during the Parish Picnic

Volunteers Ernie Reinert and Gary 
Haider giving our new conference 
room an updated coat of paint

Meals on Wheels volunteer Elena, 
granddaughter of Judy Ness

Parking Lot Repair work performed in 
July by Quality AsphaltThe parish staff traveling to New Salem for a retreat led by Fr. John Guthrie

http://www.ascensionbismarck.org


We are called to be the 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Discipleship is our calling — 
stewardship is the way we are to 
live the life we have been given. 
I don’t think we believers would 
or should argue the point. It 
begins with our Baptism and 
our new life as members of the 
Church. There are no questions 
about it, even though we may 
not always remember that we 
have been called to discipleship 
— it is a lifelong process, and we 
are all works in progress. But 
please remember, we are God’s 
“works” that evolve moment by 
moment, day by day, and year after year.  

To get more specific, we need to not only 
understand that stewardship is the expression 
of discipleship, but it is also the way in which 
we are to live our life. It is not a program — 
it is a way of life. I suppose at least once in 
our lifetime, we have been asked, “What are 
you going to do with your life?” Usually, that 
will happen at graduation, and how many of us 
have followed the path we thought we would at 
that time in our life? Perhaps we replied with 
a certain profession that may have interested 
us at the time. But there is always more to our 
answer than the title of a profession, just as 
there is more to our lives than just breathing. 
How do we use the gifts God has given to us? 
How we do so will define the life we live for God 
and the Church. That is our call to discipleship. 
It is how we should understand stewardship.

Many people ask me why I am so convinced 
that stewardship is a way of life. The simple 
answer I give is always the easy one and the 
most practical. My life as a faithful steward 
makes sense. The story of Christianity is filled 
with people like you and me who wonder and 

desire how to live as a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. It is what we are to 
do with our lives. Our attitude 
must be formed to spend the 
time and the talents we have, to 
do our part for God’s Church. 
When does that become our 
priority? When does it become 
our way of life? These are the 
questions any believer must ask 
themselves when we think about 
our relationship with God, His 
Church, and the people around 
us. Throughout my time in life 
as a priest, stewardship as my 
way of life makes sense and is 
more than possible with what 

God has given me to work with. It is the same 
with each of us. I am grateful for what God 
has given me and thankful I can live my life 
as His disciple. I say that not just as a priest, 
but as a baptized member of His family. I am 
thankful my parents brought me to be baptized 
a Christian and begin a life that would lead me, 
like all of us, to be the disciple we are called 
to be.  

When we were baptized, no one asked us, 
“What are you going to do with your life?” If my 
parents and Godparents understood why we 
were all there, it should have been clear that 
we are all to be faithful stewards of all that God 
provides, beginning with the gift of life. That is 
why stewardship as a way of life is in my mind, 
heart and soul. That, too, was a gift from God 
for which I am most grateful. This is my calling, 
and “this” is what I am going to do with the rest 
of my life. What will you do with yours?

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jim Braaten 
Pastor

A Letter from our Pastor
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Dear Parishioners,

What Are You Going to Do With Your Life?
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Once again, it’s time for our Annual Stewardship 
Renewal. This is an annual occurrence – part 

of the rhythm of parish life at Ascension. Just as 
the Church proposes a time of spiritual renewal 
each Lent, we believe in the importance of a yearly 
examination of commitment. Is the Lord asking 
you to give more time, talent, or treasure to our 
parish this year? The following Q&A about our 
Stewardship Renewal should help you discern your 
commitments to Ascension this year.

I feel like my life is already too full with family 
obligations and work obligations. I barely even 
have time to relax. How can I possibly share my 
time and talents with Ascension?

We all have many obligations to our families, 
jobs, schools, and other endeavors. But we also all 
have the same number of hours in the day with 
which to accomplish these things. The issue is not 
how much time we have, but how we prioritize that 
time.

Before you fill out your Commitment Card, take 
some time to reflect on your priorities and where 
God fits into your day-to-day life. Remember, living 
as true stewards of God’s gifts involves giving 
back the first fruits of what He has given to us in 
thanksgiving, not the “leftovers.” 

I am happy with my current level of parish 
participation. Why do I need to keep filling out 
a Commitment Card every year?

As part of the renewal process, it is important 
that we consider our current level of participation 
in parish life at Ascension. Sometimes, the call 
to stewardship involves the quality of service in 
addition to its quantity. In looking through the 
opportunities for ministry available at the parish, 
you may find yourself drawn to a new ministry you 

haven’t tried before, or new ways to share of your 
time with God to enrich and enlighten your prayer 
life. So, even though your current level of parish 
participation might not change drastically, the 
ways in which you participate may evolve as you 
grow in living the stewardship way of life. 

Even if you end up continuing to participate 
in the exact same ministries as you have in the 
past, marking and turning in a Commitment Card 
means you have reviewed your present ministries 
and recommitted yourself to them.

I’m not very active in the Church and, frankly, 
feel like it may be too late to get involved. Why 
should I fill out a Commitment Card?

It’s never too late to renew your faith life, and 
filling out a Commitment Card is a simple step 
through which you can immediately re-enter the life 
of the parish. Our parish community is not here to 
judge you, but to welcome and nourish you in your 
faith journey. Begin by checking the box that says, 
“Attend weekly Mass and Holy Days of Obligation,” 
and take some time to discern additional ways in 
which God is calling you from that starting point.

I’m physically unable to attend Mass or be active 
in parish life at Ascension. Is there any reason 
for me to submit a Commitment Card?

Of course! Your prayers are just as important to 
the success of our parish community in carrying out 
its mission as ministry participation and financial 
contributions. Take a moment to look over some 
of the opportunities to spend quiet time with God 
listed in the “Stewardship of Time” section of the 
Commitment Card, and take a step towards growing 
in your relationship with Christ and His Church.

I’m reluctant to make a financial pledge for the 
year in case my circumstances change and I’m 
unable to fulfill it. Should I?

Your Commitment Card is not a legally binding 
contract; it is a pledge of intentions. Make your 
pledge based on what you are setting out to do to 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT OUR Annual Stewardship Renewal

Ascension
c a t h o l i c  c h u r c h

Commitment Weekend is August 21-22. 
Don’t forget to bring your Commitment 

Card to Mass!
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT OUR Annual Stewardship Renewal
give back to God, and do your best to fulfill that pledge. If your financial 
circumstances change, your gift will likely change, as well, but it is 
still important to prioritize God first. Nobody is going to send the bill 
collector to your house if you can’t fulfill your pledge due to a change 
in your financial situation! But we’ve all got to start somewhere, and 
it’s important that we begin our commitment by writing down our 
goals for giving back of our gifts to God.

I’ve expressed interest in a ministry in the past through filling out 
a Commitment Card, but nobody from the parish ever followed 
up with me about it.

While we do our best to consistently follow up with everyone who 
has shown interest in the opportunities for ministry at Ascension, 
we are human, and we sometimes fall short in our follow-up. If this 
has happened to you in the past, we sincerely apologize, and we 
encourage you to renew your interest in any activities in which you 
might like to participate by filling out a Commitment Card this year. 
Every year, we go into the renewal with every intention of making 
sure that everyone who has expressed interest is contacted 
with more information, and we will do so 
again this year.

I don’t agree with everything that goes 
on at Ascension. I feel like when I fill 
out a Commitment Card, it condones 
the things I disagree with. 

In filling out a Commitment Card, you 
are not making a pledge between yourself 
and Ascension; you are making a pledge 
between yourself and God. Disagreements 
occur in life. This is a part of being human, 
and we respect the opinions of each and 
every member of our parish family. But 
it is of utmost importance that each of 
us fulfills our discipleship of Christ by 
growing in our relationship with Him and 
utilizing the gifts He has given us to carry 
out His mission on Earth, regardless of 
disagreements or misunderstandings. 
Beyond helping the parish, filling out a 
Commitment Card expresses a devotion to 
spiritual growth and a strong belief in the 
Catholic faith.

A D U L T  C O M M I T M E N T  C A R D

T A L E N T  (continued)= Currently Involved = Interested in Joining

P A R I S H  E V E N T  M I N I S T R I E S ( C O N T I N U E D )

  St. Mary’s Central High  School Carnival  The Banquet
  Meals on Wheels

F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N  M I N I S T R I E S
  Adult Faith Formation  Faith Formation Committee  Faith Formation Volunteer  Faith Formation Catechist  RCIA Participant  RCIA Sponsors  Vocations Committee

Y O U T H  M I N I S T R I E S
  High School Youth Activities  Middle School Youth Activities  Youth Ministry Core Team

S E R V I C E / O U T R E A C H  M I N I S T R I E S  Circle of  Friends  Compassion Ministry   Funeral Luncheons  (Calling for Food)   Funeral Luncheons (Serving)   Funeral Luncheons  (Providing Food)  Homebound Visitation  Ladies of  Ascension  Offering Counters   Office Helpers

T A L E N T  (continued)

= Currently Involved = Interested in Joining

Address

City   State  ZIP

First & Last Name

Phone

Email

Spouse: First & Last Name

Spouse: Phone

Spouse: Email

A S C E N S I O NC A T H O L I C  C H U R C H1905 S. 3rd St. • Bismarck, ND 58504-7118 701-223-3606 • www.ascensionbismarck.org

A S C E N S I O N  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

HOPE AND TRUST IN THE LORDPlease clearly write the first name(s) of  interested family member(s) on the line. Please clearly write the first name(s) of  interested family member(s) on the line.

continued on next panel

2 0 2 1  S T E WA R D S H I P  R E N E WA L

S E R V I C E / O U T R E A C H  M I N I S T R I E S( C O N T I N U E D )

  Prayer Line
  Social Concerns Committee

S A C R A M E N T A L  M I N I S T R I E S
  Diaconate
  Marriage Preparation Sponsoring Couples

PAS T ORAL LEADERSHIP MINIS TRIES   Parish Finance Council  Parish Pastoral Council  Stewardship Committee
NATIONAL CATHOLIC ORGANIZATIONS  Catholic Daughters of  America  Knights of  Columbus #7602

We realize that our parishioners have many more gifts to share than what is listed in the ministry catalog. If  you have a stewardship gift you would like to share that is not listed in the ministry catalog, please list below.________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HOPE AND TRUST

IN THE LORD

2 0 2 1  S T E WA R D S H I P  R E N E WA L

A S C E N S I O N  C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H

Every parish family 
receives a special 

“Stewardship Package” 
in the mail that further 
explains our parish’s 

vision of stewardship. It 
includes a booklet that 

describes every ministry 
in the parish, as well as 
your Commitment Card.
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Statement of Financial Position 
 
Liquid Assets 
 Cash in Bank $ 148,477.14 
 Gift Cards  235.70 
 Investment-Expansion Fund  731,340.39 
 Investment-Catholic Foundation  6,889.34 
 Pre-paid Expense  477.59 
 
Liabilities 
 Accounts Payable $ 3,713.61 
 
TOTAL NET ASSETS $ 883,706.55  

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT 

JULY 1, 2020-JUNE 30, 2021 

Operating Income 
 Sunday Contributions $ 723,964.96 
 Special Donations 42,362.96 
 Faith Formation Income 14,074.10 
 BACEF (Bis. Area Catholic Ed. Fnd) 9,965.83 
 Votive Candles 5,515.00 
 Interest Income 5,364.91 
 Parish Spring Dinner 3,735.00 
 Flower/Environment Donations 2,479.00 
 Facility Income  2,225.00 
  
 
TOTAL OPERATING INCOME $ 809,686.76 

Operating Expense 
 Payroll & Benefits (3 FT/6 PT) $ 299,937.43 
 Light of Christ School Subsidy 300,985.00 
 Office Operations 38,907.50 
 Stewardship 37,954.36 
 Building/Grounds Operations 30,970.07 
 Faith Formation 22,632.41 
 Property Insurance 21,257.00 
 Liturgy & Outreach 20,959.86 
 St. Mary’s Cemetery Support 5,000.00 
 Parish Events  4,905.37 
    
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSE $ 783,509.00 

Statement of Activities 

POOR FUND REPORT 
 
Contributions $    48,559.96 
 
Local Distributions 
 Society of St. Vincent dePaul  8,545.00 
 Ministry on the Margins  8,460.00 
 AID, Inc.  7,360.00 
 Community Action 7,360.00 
 Abused Adult Resource Center 5,330.00 
 Meals on Wheels 2,015.00 
 Welcome House 2,030.00 
 The Banquet Meal (2)  1,383.39 
 CrisisTcare Chaplaincy  480.00 
  
TOTAL DISTRIBUTIONS $ 42,963.39 

REPAIR & MAINTENANCE FUND REPORT 
 
Beginning Balance $ 45,781.85 
 
Contributions  58,029.50 
Total Income  103,811.35 
 
Expenses 
 Church Window Caulking  9,999.00 
 Church Concrete Sealant 3,780.00 
 Church Front Door Frame 1,555.00 
 Boiler Repair 865.00 
 Other Repairs  220.00 
Total Expense  16,419.00 
 
ENDING BALANCE $ 87,392.35 

OPERATING INCOME—EXPENSE  =  26,177.76 
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In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus implores us to 
help those most in need — “And the king will say 

to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you 
did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did 
for me’” (Matthew 25:40). There are so many needs 
in our wider community, it can be difficult to know 
where to start. Here at Ascension, we can follow the 
lead of the Social Concerns Committee, through 
which members do the good work of vetting and 
finding organizations most in need of our support. 

Tina Kellar and Heather Leier lead the Social 
Concerns Committee. They invite parishioners to 
get involved by donating to the upcoming collection 
of pajamas and other clothing for foster children. 
A parishioner who fosters children came to the 
committee with the idea. 

“The Social Concerns Committee members 
recognize that spreading the love of Christ cannot 
stay only within the boundaries of our own parish 
community if we mean to follow Christ’s example,” 
Tina says. “There are many unmet needs in our 
greater community that we can help address, 
thereby extending the Christian love of Ascension 
Parish to the greater Bismarck community.”

Over the years, members have participated in a 
sock drive for Ministry on the Margins, and a Mom and 
Baby drive to collect diapers and other items for the 
Women's Care Center. The struggles of the COVID-19 
pandemic during much of 2020 left some people in 
great need, but the committee couldn’t always meet 
and gather safely. They did still collect Christmas gifts 
for children in need via the annual Angel Tree. Thanks 
to the generous support of parishioners, 210 gifts were 
distributed to school children.

Tina has been involved in the Social Concerns 
Committee for about seven years. She loves the 
energy and commitment of the members. She also 
loves that this work opens the door for the Holy 

Spirit to work through her, and other members, to 
help those in need. She enjoys the opportunity to 
work with her fellow team members — everyone 
has their gifts which they bring to accomplish a 
lot of good work. She is also thankful to Msgr. Jim 
Braaten, the Ascension staff, and all who support 
the committee’s drives and collections. Tina says the 
committee is amazed by parishioners’ commitment 
to serving those in need. 

“When we serve those in need, we seek to model 
Christ’s love for us to others, hopefully bettering 
their lives by our work and allowing them the 
opportunity to see Christ moving in their lives, as 
well,” Tina says.

Social Concerns Committee 
Bringing the Love of Christ to Those in Need

Anyone is welcome to get involved with the Social Concerns Committee. The committee 
generally meets on the first Monday of the month from September to May. You are invited to 
join us for the upcoming meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 13 in the parish hall community room.

Social Concerns Committee members (from left) Danette 
McKenzie, Tammie Johnson, Joanie Schable



Welcoming Beverly Brintnell  continued from front cover
she says. “There is a great joy and certainly job 
satisfaction that comes with assisting children and 
adults on their spiritual and educational journey 
through life in the Catholic faith.”

Previously, Beverly also worked as a clinical 
nurse for a general and vascular surgeon in Minot. 
She is currently advancing her knowledge of the 
faith by taking Catholic Theology classes through 
the Augustine Institute. Since coming back to the 
Catholic faith in 2009, she can’t imagine doing any 
other type of work. One day, she was talking with 
a friend about how hard it was going to be to leave 
her position in Minot to move to Bismarck — the 
next day, her current position was posted online. 

“I owe Christ everything and, with love and 
gratitude, desire to give Him everything I possibly 
can,” Beverly says. “What better way to accomplish 
this than working as a Catholic DRE, assisting His 

children to know and love the truth, goodness, and 
beauty of the Catholic faith, and to know and love 
Christ.”

This position is truly a calling and blessing for 
Beverly. She is ready to jump in and get started. 

“To assist in planting seeds of knowledge and 
love for the faith is a gift that just continues to give 
as you watch those seeds blossom in the hearts 
and minds of souls,” Beverly says. 

The Brintnell family loves being outside, 
especially around a lake in the summer. In the 
winter, they look forward to downhill skiing in 
Montana. Beverly looks forward to the Bismarck 
bike trails. She enjoys being outdoors, especially in 
the summer, viewing God’s masterpiece. 

When you see Beverly and her family around the 
parish, please be sure to give them a big, heartfelt 
“welcome!”

LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. | Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. | Holy Days: 8:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.

Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and 
receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.
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