
When it comes to building a firm foundation of 
faith for our youth, the family and our parish 

are essential. Youth first encounter faith in the 
family, and our Faith Formation program is here 
to build on that. Faith Formation at Ascension 
is for kindergarten to ninth-grade youth with 
Reconciliation and First Holy Communion in 
second grade and Confirmation in ninth grade. 

Director of Faith Formation Beverly Brintnell 
has worked at Ascension for over a year. She 
places great importance on sparking a love for 
Jesus in the students, so they want to learn more 
about the Catholic faith and carry that to adulthood. 

“Primarily what I strive for in my work with Ascension’s 
Faith Formation Program is to hasten and deepen love for Jesus in the heart 
and soul of the children,” she says.

The kindergarten to fifth-grade families can choose a 4 to 5 p.m. or 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. class time. The sixth to ninth grades meet from 7 to 8:15 p.m. 

“Faith Formation is one hour of the school week set aside for God and the 
good of the children’s souls,” Beverly says. “In the busyness of their week, they 
can take that time to learn more about their faith and deepen their relationship 
with our Lord — one aim being that they love and long for that knowledge and 
relationship more with each passing week.”

Beverly is so grateful to those who have stepped forward to be a catechist 
this year, along with all the additional volunteers it takes to run a fruitful Faith 
Formation program. Teaching, in particular, is an excellent way to learn more 
about your faith and pass it on to the next generation. 

An Inside Look at Our Youth Faith Formation Program 
Building the Future of Our Church
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A businessman sells some property for a nice 
profit. A woman retires from a 20-year career 

at age 43. A high school student discovers he has 
an exceptional talent for playing the piano. What 
do they have in common?  

Each person has recently received a windfall — 
an unusually large gain of money, time, or talent. 
Now each must answer a question — what to do 
with this newfound gain?

The businessman, already somewhat financially 
successful, finds that the profit from the sale of 
rental property is unexpectedly large. For the 
first time, he feels an urge not to save it, but to 
share it. The next Sunday, even though he already 
contributes to his parish, he puts a larger sum in 
the offertory basket. He also knows of a local charity 
that supports low-income mothers, and mails them 
a generous donation.

After her retirement from the Air Force, a 
woman finds she has a large amount of time during 
the day. Her husband works full-time and her two 
children are in high school. She hears a quiet voice 
asking, “How can you give back for all that you 
have received?” She calls her pastor and explains 
that she has the time to play a significant role in a 
parish ministry. He asks her to re-invigorate their 

newcomer’s ministry and visit each new family, to 
which she happily agrees.

In his high school music class, a 10th-grader 
discovers an amazing talent to play piano. After 
encouragement from family and friends, he joins 
the ensemble at the Sunday morning Mass. He 
even volunteers to play at special functions at the 
parish when needed.

In all three cases, the businessman, retiree and 
student have received something of value, and have 
made deliberate choices to share it with others, 
particularly within their parish. 

Of course, it could have been different. The 
businessman could have taken an especially 
extravagant vacation. The woman could have done 
any number of things with her free time (couldn’t 
we all?). The young pianist could have used his 
talent to form a band or make a recording. And 
the truth is that they can still do all those things. 
But having received such wonderful gifts, their 
gratitude compels them to share a portion of them. 
After all, what do they lose by sharing what was 
already a gift to them from God?

We’re all gifted and are called to share on a daily 
basis. But when the big blessings come, let’s pray 
for the grace to be even more generous than ever.

S TEWARDSHIP: 
What to do With a Windfall?
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As a stewardship parish, it is important 
to ask how well we understand the 

message of stewardship that keeps 
surfacing in all we do in our personal life 
and the life of our parish. If not stewards, 
then what are we? If not disciples of Jesus 
Christ, then what purpose do we serve as 
members of His Holy Catholic Church? 
Aren’t these intriguing questions for any 
believer? And if not, why aren’t they?  

God’s goodness and the gifts given to 
each of us shouldn’t be taken for granted and our 
lives should be motivated by our gratitude for all we 
have, including every opportunity that gives glory 
and honor to God. Those opportunities are given 
at each moment of each day. Wait for them and 
expect them to become obvious. The idea of being 
a steward of those gifts and opportunities isn’t new 
to the realm of believers in the Old Testament or 
the New Testament. And certainly, the Gospels 
of Jesus Christ make it quite clear that our Lord 
views us to be the stewards He expects us to be. 
His stories and parables confirm it. So, if you 
cannot or will not see yourself as “that” steward He 
invites you to be, then what are you? I am curious 
about those who reject being that steward. I am 
even more curious about what they believe are the 
other options.  

I am still in awe of the first line in the U.S. 
Bishops' pastoral letter, Stewardship: A Disciple’s 
Response, that boldly states: “Once one has decided 
to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, stewardship is 
not an option.” They were so convinced that the 
stewardship way of life is a disciple’s way of life. 
And yet, that is what we are and have always been. 

“If not stewards, then what?” remains a 
challenging statement to invite us to reflect on what 
our Catholic faith is calling us to experience and 
participate in for the time we are given on this earth. 
It challenges us to face our reflection in the mirror 
of this life given to us by God and see what our Lord 
sees in us, and then embrace the opportunities being 

handed to 
us each day of our lives. Blessings and 
challenges await us, and no matter what the balance 
may be from day to day, our God equips us with all 
we need. He created us and sees us as stewards. 
Why would we dare resist seeing ourselves in the 
way our God sees us?

Connecting stewardship and discipleship 
is inevitable in my book. For that matter, it is 
inevitable in the “Good Book,” which we identify 
and recognize as the Word of God. It matters to our 
God what we do with the gifts He so generously 
gives to each of us. Why would it not matter to us? 
I ask you to take some time to refocus, reevaluate 
and re-commit yourself to the faithfulness of the 
life, the time, the talent, and the treasure you have 
been given. 

We are the stewards of those precious gifts. 
What are we doing with them?  

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jim Braaten 
Pastor

A Letter from our Pastor
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Dear Parishioners,

If Not Stewards, 
Then What Are We?



As Catholics, we believe that 
life begins at conception. 

From the moment a child is 
formed in the womb, that 
precious being has inherent 
dignity. This dignity was given 
to us from God. In the first 
chapter of the Book of Jeremiah, 
God said, “Before I formed you 
in the womb I knew you.” Each 
and every soul is willed and 
loved by God. 

Starting with Adam and Eve 
in the Garden of Eden, God 
gave us the right to life. In that 
right, He also gave us the power 
to choose to love Him. Adam 
and Eve were given the Tree of 
Knowledge so that the choice to 
love and serve God was theirs. 
As we all know, they chose to eat 
of the fruit and thus gave each 
and every person conceived 
afterward the stain of original 

sin. However, God in His infinite 
wisdom and love, chose to save 
us from death through the 
sacrifice of His Son. Through 
Christ’s mission on earth, He 
gave us the Great Commission: 
“Go, therefore, making disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you 
always, until the end of the age” 
(Matthew 28:19-20).

The Sacrament of Baptism 
removes the stain of Original 
Sin and the baptized becomes 
a member of the church. Jesus 
was conceived without sin but, 
He was still baptized by John the 
Baptist. This gave us Baptism 
as a sacrament that God uses 
to pour out His graces on us to 

help us follow Him and live a 
holy life so we can go to heaven 
and be with Him. God gives us 
the sacraments as a means to 
receive His grace, not as a gate 
to withhold grace from us. The 
gift of Baptism is a gift that 
upholds dignity and restores 
our souls to the perfection that 
God intended when He created 
us. 

For parents seeking Baptism 
for their children, they go through 
a class to prepare themselves 
for the responsibility of raising 
a child in the Catholic faith. 
Deacon John Paul Martin is one 
of the instructors for this class. 
He shares the importance of this 
sacrament within our faith. 

“By bringing forth their 
children to be baptized in the 
Catholic Church, parents are 
fulfilling their role in carrying 
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The Sacrament of Baptism: 

"At Baptism, we are cleansed of 
Original Sin, claimed for Christ 

and transformed, our body 
becoming a temple where Jesus 

Christ reigns. Through Baptism we 
become disciples of Jesus Christ, 

fulfilling that call and offer that He 
extends to everyone." 

— Deacon John Paul Martin
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God’s Gift ofGrace andDignity
out the direction of Jesus 
Christ to His disciples," he says. 
"At Baptism, we are cleansed 
of Original Sin, claimed for 
Christ and transformed, our 
body becoming a temple where 
Jesus Christ reigns. Through 
Baptism we become disciples 
of Jesus Christ, fulfilling that 
call and offer that He extends 
to everyone." 

Our society is constantly 
attacking the value and dignity 
of children. Because of this, 
the responsibility of raising 
children in the Church is of 
crucial importance. When a 
child is baptized, parents and 
godparents are given the weight 
of this responsibility. 

“We stress how parents 
and godparents will serve best 
in the formation of the newly 
baptized through their actions, 
by being true to their faith and 

by participating in Mass and 
the sacraments, thus setting a 
good example for their children 
and godchildren,” Deacon John 
Paul says. 

After seeking Baptism for 
their child, the most important 
thing that parents choose is 
godparents. 

“I would go so far as to say that 
godparents are critical in the life of 
their godchildren and that parents 
should exercise much care in the 
selection of godparents,” Deacon 
John Paul says. 

Being a godparent is not just 
an honor, but it is also a great 
responsibility.

“To someone asked to be 
a godparent, I would suggest 
that before saying 'yes,' they 
evaluate their own faith life 
and determine whether or not 
they are up to a godparent’s 
mission," Deacon John Paul 

says. "At Baptism, godparents 
are asked if they are ready to 
help the parents in their duty 
to raise the child in the faith. 
They need to honestly answer 
that question before it is asked 
of them at the Baptism. If 
their answer is anything but a 
firm 'yes,' they either need to 
reconsider being a godparent or 
improve their own faith life." 

The Sacrament of Baptism is 
a gift that God gave us to deliver 
us from the original sin that 
stains our souls. As parents seek 
to raise children in a society that 
does not value the gift of life, this 
sacrament is an important first 
step in bringing good and life 
into the world. Bringing children 
into the church to love and serve 
Jesus Christ is the mission of 
parents and an important way 
that we can change the view of 
our culture.

Please visit our parish website at www.ascensionbismarck.org/baptism to learn 
more about preparing for the Sacrament of Baptism at Ascension.

http://www.ascensionbismarck.org/baptism
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Upcoming Events
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"The leaders of our 
various committees, 

ministries, and 
organizations come 

together at the start of 
the year to connect, look 

at the calendar, and 
work together on meeting 
the needs of our parish 
family.  Thank you to all 

who were able to attend!"

Circle of Friends Lunch at 11:30 a.m. at Lucky's 13 Restaurant

First Friday Fellowship, following 8 a.m. Mass

Knights of Columbus Meeting at 7 p.m. in Community Room

Ladies of Ascension Meeting at 8:30 a.m. in Community Room

Second Grade Parent Meetings at 4 p.m. & 5:30 p.m.

Ninth Graders attend "The Rock" at 7 p.m. at SMCHS

Five Weeks with Fr. Krebs, Adult Class, 7-8:15 p.m. in Community Room

Dining in Faith meal for Faith Formation families from 4:45-6:45 p.m. 
in Community Room

Fifth Sunday Rosary in Community Room at 9 a.m., Led by the KCs

OCTOBER 6

OCTOBER 7

OCTOBER 11

OCTOBER 12

OCTOBER 12

OCTOBER 12

OCTOBER 19 & 26

OCTOBER 26

OCTOBER 30

Ministry and Committee Leaders Meet 
to Foster Stewardship and Fellowship
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Reflections on Upcoming Year at Seminary 
and Giving Ourselves to God  By JOE SCHON, Seminarian

Hello once again from the seminary! I’ve had a 
busy first few weeks in D.C. after getting back 

from summer break.
The first week back at the seminary is orientation 

week for all of us seminarians. It serves to help us 
get to know the new seminarians and catch up with 
those who we have not seen since May. It is also a 
time to reacclimate to seminary life. During this week, 
we do not have classes, but we have many talks and 
refreshers from our faculty. The weekend after, we 
have a short weekend retreat where we can spend 
time in prayer and fraternity with our brothers.

That next Monday, classes started at the 
university. I am once again taking five classes — 
three philosophy classes, one Latin class, and one 
theology class. It is said that the junior year of 
classes is the most arduous of our four years at the 
seminary, so I should be pretty busy this year. I am, 
however, excited to be back in the classroom once 
again! It should be a good and formative academic 
year for me.

My weekends after school started have also 
been eventful. During the first weekend, we had 
a free weekend, so I was able to go to Assateague 

Island for a day at the beach 
with many of my brother 
seminarians. I also took a trip to 
Baltimore to visit the National 
Aquarium. The next weekend, 
the seminary watched a movie called A Man for All 
Seasons, which is about the life and martyrdom 
of St. Thomas More. It is a very good movie. That 
Sunday, we also started our intramural flag football 
season in which we seminarians created a team to 
compete against other teams at the university. 

Finally, I would like to continue to encourage 
you to give yourselves more in loving union with 
God. Again, God desires us to be completely united 
to Him — complete union with God is the final end 
or purpose of our lives. We not only live this out 
eternally in heaven, but we can live it now on earth. 
First, we must acknowledge that we are sinners 
and are in desperate need of saving, but at the 
same time, we know that we have a savior, and He 
is Jesus Christ. Sincerely ask Jesus to completely 
envelop us in His merciful love, so that we can live 
more perfect lives united to Him, Who is the very 
source and fulfillment of our lives. God Bless.

We know that we have a savior, and He is Jesus Christ. 
Sincerely ask Jesus to completely envelop us in His merciful 

love, so that we can live more perfect lives united to Him, 
Who is the very source and fulfillment of our lives.



Youth Faith Formation  continued from front cover
“I encourage people to be involved with Faith 

Formation for the sake of the children,” Beverly says. 
“They need people that love their Catholic faith to 
assist in passing that faith onto them for their good 
and salvation. And we must remember, the children 
are the future of the Catholic Church.”

No teaching background is required. The 
catechist manual shares requirements for each 
lesson and more. 

“With the help of the Holy Spirit and love for 
the faith, volunteers need nothing more than the 
willingness to be a gift for the children and the life of 
the Church,” Beverly says. 

An addition to the program this year is that 

children will be able to attend Eucharistic Adoration. 
The other activities are a Rosary in October, a 
Christmas party, Stations of the Cross during Lent 
and Dining in Faith, a monthly meal offered during 
class times by members of the Knights of Columbus. 

Beverly emphasizes that while Faith Formation 
is important, the best way to share the faith is to 
take your children to weekly Sunday Mass. 

"Jesus is truly present with us at every Mass," 
she says. "We have the great blessing of receiving 
Holy Communion — His body, His Blood, His Soul, 
and His Divinity — into our very body and soul! The 
Eucharist is the heart of the Christian life, both for 
the Catholic Church and for our own spiritual lives.”

LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. | Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. | Holy Days: 8:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.

Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and 
receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.

If you would like to become involved with the Faith Formation program, please 
contact Beverly Brintnell at 701-258-5692 or bbrintnell@ascensionbismarck.org. 
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