
Being part of the body of Christ means being part 
of a community greater than ourselves. Our 

parish community is made up of individuals who 
share their gifts to build the Kingdom of Heaven. 
This is an important part of stewardship here 
at Ascension as parishioners give of their time, 
talent and treasures. 

“Stewardship takes the focus off oneself and 
places it on others,” says Zach Jacobson. “It is 
easy in our society to focus on our own needs 
and wants. I need to often be reminded that Jesus 
called us to help others spiritually, physically, and 
financially. When one starts to take stewardship 
seriously, it is a very rewarding experience and most 
importantly, it glorifies God. It is an essential part of 
being a Catholic and a duty that so many before us 
have taken upon themselves.”

Zach has attended Ascension his entire life. 
“My parents started going here many years ago and I was baptized, had 

my First Communion and Reconciliation there, I was confirmed there, had 
marriage prep there, and had both of our sons baptized there,” he says. “I have 
officially been a member of Ascension for 31 years, but I went to the University 
of North Dakota for three and a half years, so I wasn’t able to attend weekly 
Masses during that brief period.”

Zach and his wife, Emily, have been married for eight years and have two 
boys, Ryker and Lincoln. The Jacobson family hopes to begin serving in the area 
of hospitality when the children are a little older. But even now with their busy 
family life, Zach and Emily find ways to serve God and His church. Presently, 
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The Jacobson family looks 
forward to serving together 
in the area of hospitality.
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Greetings again! I had a good end of October 
and beginning of November. I am hard at work 

with a few papers for my classes, but it has gone by 
quickly! I will soon be taking my final exams and 
heading back for Christmas.

In the middle of October, the seminary had a 
weekend of recollection with the devotion of 40 
hours of adoration. We were in silence for the 
whole weekend and listened to three talks about 
the priesthood. On Sunday when the retreat was 
over, we had a Eucharistic procession around the 
seminary. The new chaplain of the University, Fr. 
Aquinas, was the director of the retreat. The next 
Sunday, we had the playoffs for intramural football. 
Unfortunately, we lost in the semi-finals, but we 
had a great time playing and getting to know the 
other students.

For Halloween, we had our annual Halloween 
party. Seminarians dress up as various characters 
and usually do a skit that is judged by some 
faculty members. The beginning of November, 
we celebrated the feasts of All Saints Day and 
All Souls Day. Later that week we had a football 

game against the University of Maryland Knights 
of Columbus team. After the game, we hosted a 
cookout at the seminary for them. The Bismarck 
seminarians prepared scotcheroos for the cookout. 
We also had an in-house Ping-Pong tournament 
that Sunday.

Per usual, I would like to give a quick reflection. 
One of my resolutions after the weekend retreat 
was to foster more silence into my daily life to let 
God sanctify every minute, hour, day, and year of 
my life. This silence recognizes that God is powerful 
and desires to manifest Himself to me all the time. 
He is always moving, changing me, and making me 
into Himself through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
In the moments of silence throughout the day, 
however long or short they may be, I simply relate 
to our Lord whatever I am going through and put it 
into His hands, knowing and trusting that He uses 
and delights in these moments. So, as we prepare 
to celebrate Christ’s entrance into the world, I 
encourage you to prepare and foster His entrance 
into your own hearts through simple acts of love 
and silence. God Bless.

Preparing for Christ in Acts of Love and Silence
By JOE SCHON, Seminarian
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Most people associate “stewardship” 
with giving. Some think it is a 

desperate plea for giving some of your 
time, talent, and treasure to a worthy 
cause. It may be a noble gesture of 
generosity that identifies a “faithful 
steward” so common at this time of year. 
For some comes an understanding of 
the stewardship way of life, that brings 
joy and blessings from giving back a 
portion of the gifts received from God. At 
Christmas, when gift giving and receiving 
is most common, should it not also be a time when 
the stewardship way of life becomes the gift that is 
unwrapped by our consciousness and treasured by 
our faith? After all, the first gift of Christmas was 
the gift of God’s own son.  

For those who may be still struggling with 
understanding the stewardship way of life, that 
may be a stretch for them to accept even at this 
time of year. But by living the stewardship way 
of life, this makes perfect sense to me and in this 
season of faith, the gift of stewardship remains to 
be one of the blessings of my life as a Catholic, a 
priest, and a pastor. 

Before having such a desire to live the 
stewardship way of life, I could justify wasting 
my time with less-than-worthwhile activities, 
withholding my talents because I often thought 
that somebody else would, could, or should do 
it instead of me, and restricting or limiting my 
material resources — thinking it was never 
enough to make a difference. Or, even worse, I 
thought others could “afford to give” more than 
me because I believed I had already given enough. 
As each day passes, I remind myself often of how 
wrong I was in what I did with my time, talent, 
and treasure. But the days of regretting my 

misunderstanding of the stewardship 
way of life are over. 

A stewardship conversion changes 
all of that and the reverse is now true. 
The more time, talent, and treasure that 
I can give, the more content and joyful 
I honestly am. When is the last time 
you unwrapped a gift that gave you so 
much peace of mind and heart? Maybe 
you haven’t ever been aware of receiving 
such a gift or maybe God is just waiting 
for you to unwrap what He has always 

wanted you to have. Perhaps it is the gift God wants 
you to have this year for Christmas. 

The catalyst for stewardship is gratitude. As we 
recognize that all we have is a gift from God, it lights 
up our gratitude as if it were a large Christmas tree 
with too many lights on it to be counted. All we can 
do is look at it with wonder and awe and be grateful 
for what we see, what we have, and the opportunity 
to give back something in gratitude. It is more than 
just a “holiday stewardship,” which seems to be so 
common at this time of year. It is what is at the 
core of the stewardship way of life and once that 
gift is unwrapped, our conversion takes hold, and 
our lives are transformed into faithful stewardship 
intended by our God. 

My hope and prayer for you and your family are 
that each and all of you be blessed this season of 
God’s grace, unwrapping the gift of stewardship in 
your lives, and finding the joy and peace of “His” 
during this season of grace and all year long.    
        
     
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jim Braaten 
Pastor

A Letter from our Pastor
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Dear Parishioners,

Unwrapping the Gift of Stewardship
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One of the beautiful aspects of Christmas is that 
it brings up truly unique memories and feelings. 

It conjures the smell of pine needles, the taste of your 
favorite Christmas cookie, and the sense of having 
family all together for a meal. We lovingly remember 
days of seeing kids tear open gifts. Unfortunately, 
not everyone has the means to make these memories 
happen, and some community members don’t have a 
family to spend the day with. So, for the last 15 years — 
minus one year due to the pandemic — our parish has 
hosted the annual Christmas Eve Dinner to ensure 
no one goes hungry or feels lonely at Christmas. Vern 
LeBlanc helped start this tradition, with former Parish 
Manager Jan Sitter offering a lot of support. 

Renee Jangula and her husband, Carter, have 
helped with the dinner, which runs from 5:30 to 7:00 
p.m., for the past few years. They look where the need is 
and help. The couple’s two children and grandchildren 
have also helped in past years. It takes at least 100 
volunteers to make the Christmas Eve Dinner happen 
— from the full turkey meal with all the fixings to the 
Christmas presents. Every person, adult, and child 
leaves with a gift. Usually, about 400 people attend. 

“We got involved because we figured it would be 
a nice thing to give instead of take,” Renee says. “We 
really enjoy being part of this event.”

The meal is advertised through the Bismarck 
schools’ backpack program, Bismarck/Mandan TV 
and radio stations, community outreach programs 
such as Ministry on the Margins, Carrie's Kids, 
Community Action, AID, Inc., St. Vincent de Paul, 
the Banquet and Dream Center, and many low-
income housing facilities. Advertisements are sent 
out by any means possible to ensure those who 

are in need or all alone know about the event. 
Renee understands it can be hard to plan around 

the holiday to help, but this is really what Christmas is 
about. Our Savior, Jesus, was a gift to us. In turn, we 
should take that gift and share Him with others. This 
is truly a Work of Mercy, serving the poor. 

“It is a great experience, to help somebody that is 
not as blessed as we are,” Renee says. “We have family, 
and we have our own gifts. It’s truly better to give than 
it is to receive.”

Parish Business Manager Beth Kathol agrees. 
“Hosting this event is not only a gift to those who 

attend, but for our whole parish community in staying 
centered on what Christmas is all about,” Beth says. 

Parish Hosts Christmas Eve Dinner
Ensuring No One Goes Hungry on Christmas

Ascension
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“It is such a great experience. Give up some of your Christmas or bring your family 
and let them experience it. It’s the real meaning of Christmas.” — Renee Jangula

The 2021 Christmas Eve Dinner was a success!

continued on page 5
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Parish Hosts Christmas Eve Dinner
Ensuring No One Goes Hungry on Christmas

“We experience in a very real way Emmanuel, which 
means ‘God is with us,’ and our responsibility to share 
that gift with others.”

Renee and Carter have helped serve food, clear 
plates and wash dishes. No matter the task, they know 
they are genuinely making Christmas better for those 
most in need. 

“The people who come are so appreciative,” 
Renee says. “It’s so fun to see their faces when they 
open their gift.”

Renee and Carter have enjoyed meeting more people 
from Ascension by being involved in the Christmas 
Eve Dinner. It’s a fun and community-building event. 
They are so glad they stepped forward to get involved. 

“It is such a great experience,” Renee says. “Give 
up some of your Christmas or bring your family and let 

them experience it. It’s the real meaning of Christmas.”
“An individual or family whose only option for 

Christmas might be eating a somewhat meager dinner, 
no real gifts or merriment on Christmas Eve, can come 
here and experience laughter, joy, a full stomach, 
treats, gifts, music, and Christ’s love permeating 
throughout,” Beth adds. “For many of us, we take 
those experiences for granted.”

Be sure to check the parish bulletin for 
information on getting involved in the  

Christmas Eve Dinner, or contact the parish 
office at 701-223-3606. Help is also needed in 

the days leading up to the event. 

Parishioner Zach Jacobson   continued from front cover

Zach serves with the Knights of Columbus, as well 
as the Parish Pastoral Council.

“I serve for a few different reasons,” he says. “First, 
I believe that it is a way I can honor God by helping 
in various groups to keep the parish functioning and 
filling its needs. Second, it is easy to say we are too 
busy to do something, but I decided to make it more 
of a priority. Lastly, I want to be a good example for 
my family and to lead in a way where they can do 
even more and accomplish greater things.”

Zach’s involvement grew when he began 
volunteering as a youth group leader with a friend 
of his. 

“We were both looking to share our faith with the 
youth and thought that would be a great way to do 
it,” he says. “We continued to help for about two or 
three years, mostly with service projects and a few 
social events, until we both started families, then it 
got to be a little difficult.”

Being part of Ascension has encouraged Zach 

to continue learning and growing in his faith. He 
says it helps him to remember the importance of 
serving the Church and being present on the road 
toward heaven. 

“It is where I grew up and it will always be a 
special place given so many sacraments I’ve gone 
through and witnessed there,” he says. “There is 
such a good group of core individuals that care so 
much and do a lot of the work that needs to be 
done to keep the parish strong. The people inspire 
me to do more and to be a better Christian on a 
regular basis.”

“When one starts to take stewardship 
seriously, it is a very rewarding experience 
and most importantly, it glorifies God. It is 
an essential part of being a Catholic and 

a duty that so many before us have taken 
upon themselves.” — Zach Jacobson
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Dec. 1 — Circle of Friends Christmas Luncheon, 
11:30 a.m., Community Room

Dec. 2 — First Friday Fellowship, following 8 a.m. 
Mass, Community Room

Dec. 3 and 4 — Ladies of Ascension Bake Sale, 
church entrance, after all Masses

Dec. 7, 14, 21 — Eucharistic Exposition and 
Adoration, 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Special Prayer 
Service at 6:30 p.m.

Dec. 7, 14, 21 — Confessions, 6-7:30 p.m.

Dec. 7 — First Reconciliation Parent/Child Retreat, 
during 4 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. sessions

Dec. 10 — Sacrament of First Reconciliation for 
second grade, 10 a.m.

Dec. 13 — Families in Faith Cookie Decorating 
Event, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Community Room

Dec. 13 — Knights of Columbus Meeting, 7 p.m., 
Conference Room

Dec. 14 — Ladies of Ascension Meeting, 8:30 a.m., 
Community Room

Dec. 17 — Gift wrapping for Christmas Eve Dinner, 
10 a.m., Parish Center

Dec. 22 — Fill treat bags for Christmas Eve Dinner 
at 5 p.m., setup for Christmas Eve Dinner at 
6:30 p.m., Parish Center

Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve Dinner, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Parish Center

HOLY DAYS MASS SCHEDULE

Thursday, Dec. 8 — Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception (Holy Day of Obligation), Mass times at 
8 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 24 (Christmas Eve) — 4 p.m., 10 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 25 (Christmas Day) — 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 
11 a.m.

Saturday, Dec. 31  (Vigil, Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God) — 5 p.m.

Sunday, Jan. 1 (Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God) — 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m.

Ascension
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It is not uncommon to give gifts during Advent and 
Christmas, but it is never enough just to leave 

it at that. True, Jesus gave Himself to us at the 
first Christmas. And, as always, we should strive to 
imitate Him by giving of ourselves in some way as 
we celebrate the anniversary of His birth. But there 
is a way to give even more than just ourselves — by 
giving the gift of Christ to others. The seasons of 
Advent and Christmas are perfect opportunities to 
share the love and message of Jesus with others in 
a beautiful way.

Of course, giving of ourselves in imitation 
of Jesus is a beautiful thing. But it is just as 
important to remember that, as human beings, 
we bear the likeness of God. As Christians, Jesus 
Himself inhabits our very souls. As Catholics, our 
Lord literally dwells within us when we receive Him 
in the Eucharist. Based upon this logic, we do so 
much more than imitate Jesus when we selflessly 
give of ourselves to others. Indeed, just as Mary 
carried Christ in her womb when she visited her 
cousin, Elizabeth, and just as she brought Him in 
her arms to Simeon as a newborn child, we can 
also literally bring Jesus Christ to the world.

What a profound task Our Lord has laid out for 

us this season! As He grew in Mary’s womb, Jesus 
could only go where Mary chose to take Him. Of 
course, He couldn’t do anything — He couldn’t even 
speak. Mary became His hands and feet, and even 
His voice. Mary could have stayed at home during 
her pregnancy, resting and preparing for life with 
a newborn, as most mothers do. But instead, the 
Blessed Mother helped her Son begin His mission 
by bringing Him to her cousin, Elizabeth. Today, in 
much the same way, Christ invites us to share Him 
with the rest of the world. He chooses to make His 
presence known through us. And so, as the spiritual 
writer Caryll Houselander beautifully stated, “We 
must carry Jesus in our hearts wherever He wants 
us to go, and there are many places to which He 
may never go unless we take Him to them.”

How do we bring Jesus to those in our parish 
and community? There are many ways. We might 
visit with a sick parishioner over the holidays, 
providing fellowship and support in their time 
of need. We may consider serving a local soup 
kitchen or food bank, and doing our part to 
make sure that the hungry are fed. We can sing 
Christmas carols for our neighbors, bringing true 
joy and love to their homes. Perhaps we could 

Christmastime Stewardship
How We Can Bring His Son to the World

We do so much more than imitate Jesus when we selflessly give of ourselves 
to others. Indeed, just as Mary carried Christ in her womb when she visited 

her cousin, Elizabeth, and just as she brought Him in her arms to Simeon as a 
newborn child, we can also literally bring Jesus Christ to the world.
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help a tired friend clean her house, making her 
life a little bit easier during this busy season. 
Or we can share the Good News of Jesus Christ 
with others. We might even try going to work 
with a cheery disposition, or donating money so 
that a starving child in a poor country can have 
something to eat. These are just a few examples 
of how we can practice stewardship. 

We may sometimes feel as if our efforts are 
in vain — especially when it is hard to see the 
effects of our evangelization. This temptation is 
particularly strong when we offer our treasure as 
a gift to God. The positive effects of monetary gifts 
aren’t always as visible as gifts of time or talent. 
But when we give of our treasure, the love of Jesus 

can travel to places we could never go. While our 
gift may not directly affect someone in a positive 
way, it very well may enable someone else to do it 
for us. Sometimes, God doesn’t just ask us to be 
His hands and feet, but to enable someone else to 
be them, as well.

Advent and Christmas give us the opportunity 
to reflect on Jesus’ call to live as stewards and 
disciples of His Word. God has put us in a particular 
place, given us a certain amount of time, and asked 
us to perform particular tasks and selflessly share 
a portion of our gifts. This is all for a singular 
purpose — to bring His Son into the world, and 
make Christ’s presence just as real as when He 
first became man more than 2,000 years ago.

LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. | Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. | Holy Days: 8:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.

Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and 
receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.
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