
Founded in 1882 by Blessed Fr. Michael McGivney 
in New Haven, Conn., the Knights of Columbus 

organization is built upon the four pillars of 
Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism. 
For the men at Ascension, this group fills 
a need for fraternity and service within the 
parish. The Knights of Columbus host many 
fundraising events throughout the year to 
raise money for needs in the parish and to 
support other Catholic organizations. They 
have a strong involvement in the pro-life 
movement, as well. 

For parishioner Layne Volk, joining the 
Knights of Columbus has been a blessing. Layne 
grew up Catholic but his family had fallen away 
from the faith. It wasn’t until he was attending 
college at the University of Mary, where his 
friends were faithful Catholics who invited him 
to attend Mass with them and really influenced his daily life, that he came 
back to the church. This experience helped him realize just how important it 
is to surround yourself with people who have the same values and mission to 
put Christ first in your life. 

“When I was invited to join the Knights of Columbus, they really emphasized 
how this is something that you can be as involved in as you are able to,” Layne 
says. “There are no obligations, just show up when you can. With a full-time 
job and a wife and new baby, this made it much easier for me to join.” 
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Layne Volk with his wife, 
Victoria, and baby, Sophia
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Happy November, everyone! The fall weather has 
been great in Washington, D.C. We have been 

able to do many of our scheduled events and plenty 
of sports. School is well underway now, so I spend 
much of my time working on papers/assignments 
and studying for tests.

Going back to the middle of September, the 
seminary had a parish visit and excursion on one 
Sunday. We went to West Virginia to attend Mass 
at a parish and then went on a kayaking excursion 
on one of the small rivers near the parish. A few 
seminarians fell in the river (or jumped in), but 
it was shallow enough to walk through. It was a 
great weekend for all of us. Later in the month, 
we had a party that allowed us to get to know 
each other better and to intentionally spend time 
with different brothers.

During the second weekend of October, we had 
a free weekend. Another Bismarck seminarian and 
I took a trip up to New York City to visit the city for 
the first time. We went to see as much as we could. 
We went to Central Park, Times Square, Rockefeller 
Center, a Broadway show, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 

the Empire State Building, 9/11 Memorial, and 
more. We both had a tiring but delightful time 
taking in all of these things. The next week our 
vocations director, Fr. Dosch, visited us Bismarck 
seminarians for a few days. We are all always edified 
by his presence when he comes to visit. We also had 
a weekend to do street evangelization (with religious 
sisters) and to visit a parish in Washington, D.C.

As we were in NYC, I had many chances to 
reflect and pray. When I was there and whenever 
I drive by the city, I can almost feel the amount 
of people that live there. Consequently, I often feel 
some of the sorrow and despair that so many people 
have in New York because they do not know Jesus. 
Those in the city, like the wider culture, try to fill 
themselves with different forms of entertainment 
(however good they are) which will never quite 
fill them, and with this comes a deep longing for 
something greater, someone greater. I know that 
Jesus is the only answer to this longing, so I was 
able to find myself praying for these people to know 
Jesus who is so good and merciful. I pray too that 
you all may also share in these graces. God Bless.
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Happening AroundAscension
The ninth-grade Confirmation class 
attends the ROCK event at SMCHS. 

Grand Knight Jeff Simek receives 
the Knights of Columbus Star 
Council Award from District 
Deputy Rick Boehm. This 

award was presented to the 
Ascension Knights of Columbus 
Council #7602 for outstanding 
achievement in membership.

Parishioners help with our 
parish grounds cleanup. Msgr. Jim visits our Faith Formation students.

Sharing in His Graces
By JOE SCHON, Seminarian



November automatically brings us to thoughts of thanksgiving and Thanksgiving. 
It is both a time of year when we think in terms of being grateful to God for 

our gifts, and a time when we also formally celebrate our American holiday. My 
memories of Thanksgiving are filled with food, of course, but they are also filled 
with thoughts of family and a sense of togetherness and a sense of my faith.

But this is also a significant month in the Church from several perspectives. 
Nov. 1 is a Holy Day, the Solemnity of All Saints. The next day is All Souls Day, a 
day devoted to all the saints in our lives — living, not living, known, and unknown.

Most of us have people in our lives who have had a profound impact on us 
— people we can consider our own personal saints. This month is a wonderful 
reminder to think of them, thank them, and thank God for making them a part of 
our lives.

Our Thanksgiving holiday falls on Nov. 24 and is a time for families and gratitude. Thanksgiving 
became official in the United States in 1863, and in his proclamation, President Abraham Lincoln made 
very clear Whom we needed to thank. “To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are 
prone to forget the source from which they come, others have been added, which are of so extraordinary 
a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the 
ever-watchful providence of Almighty God,” Lincoln said. In other words, we all need to thank Almighty 
God for our many blessings.

Finally, November also brings us to the end of one Church year and the beginning of a new one. The 
Feast of Christ the King on Nov. 20 officially begins the final week of our liturgical year, and the First 
Sunday of Advent is on Nov. 27. From the beginning of the month when we thank God for the example of 
the saints and the saintly people in our lives, to the end of the month when we thank God for everything 
we have and everything we are, November is a time to approach the Lord with a grateful heart. That is 
what stewardship truly is all about — about approaching God, about approaching each day, and about 
approaching all those whom we encounter with hearts filled with gratitude and love.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jim Braaten 
Pastor

A Letter from our Pastor
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Dear Parishioners,

November is a Time for Thanksgiving
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As Catholics, we are called 
to seek God’s will in every 

aspect of our lives. Beyond 
service within the church walls, 
we can also spend time in prayer 
discerning the next steps in 
our commitments in daily life.  
Before he decided to run for 
office, Mayor of Bismarck Mike 
Schmitz did exactly that.

“It was a prayerful 
discernment to make the decision 
to run for mayor,” he says.

As mayor, Mike says he prays 
daily for guidance from the Lord 
to act in a way that aligns with 
his Christian faith. At times he 
faces challenging decisions and 
cannot please everyone’s desires, 
but even through that, he hopes 
to serve the city and residents in 
the best way possible.

“One of my prayers daily is that I can have 
guidance from our good Lord to act as a Christian, 
knowing I won’t always make everyone happy and 
tough decisions are going to have to be made,” he 
says. “But I truly believe that I’ve got the best of the 
entirety of the city and its residents in the forefront 
of my mind in decisions I make.” 

Mike arrived at Ascension after leaving his 
longtime childhood parish, looking to join a new 
parish closer to his home. He chose to become a 
parishioner here at Ascension because he found it 
a pastoral and caring environment.

“It’s very friendly,” he says. “I’m comfortable 
here — as a result, I don’t wish to change for any 
reason. I’m very comfortable, the staff is wonderful, 
and the community is very welcoming and friendly. 
That would be number one.”

Mike has served as a lector for close to 25 years 
at various parishes, including now at Ascension, 
and has also served on parish councils. In addition, 

Mike and his wife have served 
engaged couples on pre-marriage 
retreats. A certified public 
accountant by day, Mike has 
used his abilities on our Finance 
Council here at Ascension for 
many years. 

“I’m a CPA by training and 
provided financial services to 
clients for 39 years,” he says. 
“That by itself is a skill set I can 
and should use outside of my 
professional life. It’s a way to 
stay involved and engaged and 
I think it’s important to do that 
for the parish as a whole on a 
regular basis.” 

Being involved in parish life 
is a constant reminder for Mike 
to keep the Lord at the center of 
his life. 

“Without the Lord at the 
center, we’re not going to accomplish anything and 
we’re not going to be very happy people,” he says.

Additionally, being part of the parish community 
helps Mike to feel connected with others. This is a 
top priority for him in his faith journey, knowing 
that he can count on fellow parishioners in times of 
need, and likewise being there to help others. Mike 
holds the community close to his heart. 

“If you don’t get involved in the parish, you’re 
not going to feel nearly as connected and you’re not 
going to feel part of the community,” he says. “You 
get to know other people on a one-on-one basis 
which is hugely important.”

Mike’s dedication to living out his faith means 
giving back to the community and developing 
relationships with other members of our parish. He 
encourages people to get involved with their own 
talents and time, in order to serve the Lord and 
each other.

“It’s a safe place to develop those relationships, 

Bismarck Mayor Mike Schmitz Reflects on Journey of Faith and Stewardship
“I GET BACK MORE THAN I GIVE”

Ascension
c a t h o l i c  c h u r c h

As Mayor of Bismarck, Mike Schmitz prays 
daily for guidance from the Lord to act in 

a way that aligns with his Christian faith.

continued on page 5
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Bismarck Mayor Mike Schmitz Reflects on Journey of Faith and Stewardship
“I GET BACK MORE THAN I GIVE”

versus someone who may want to go, say, to the 
bar,” he says. “It’s a safe place to do that in a safe 
environment in a parish congregation. People 
here care deeply about how you feel and how 
you’re doing.”

Every morning, Mike has a time of meditation, 
Bible study, and prayer. Throughout the day, he 
regularly keeps in his mind and heart those who 
are in need of prayer. 

“And then in the evening, my wife and I always 
pray together before we close our eyes,” he says.

For Mike, stewardship is both a communal and 
personal responsibility. He feels it’s an important 
part of his walk with Christ.

“Stewardship for me is part of my healing,” he 
says. “If I’m not willing to participate or I don’t find 
time as a volunteer or the willingness to share my 
resources, I’ve got a hole in my heart. It actually is 
part of the deepening of my faith and keeping my 
faith strong. It’s a personal need for me. If I don’t 
fulfill that personal need, then I’m empty. I get back 
more than I give.”

Tuesday, Nov. 1 — 
Solemnity of All Saints 
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Mass times at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 2 — 
Commemoration of All the 
Faithful Departed (All Souls’ Day), 
Mass of Remembrance at 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 2 — 
Parish-Wide Service Project 
at the Soup Cafe, 
8 a.m.-6 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 3 — 
Circle of Friends Lunch 
at Lucky’s 13, 
11:30 a.m.

Thursdays, Nov. 3, 10, 17 — 
Fr. Krebs Adult Formation Class, 
7 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 4 — 
First Friday Fellowship, 
following the 8 a.m. Mass

Nov. 6-12 — 
National Vocations 
Awareness Week

Monday, Nov. 7 — 
Social Concerns 
Committee Meeting, 
6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Nov. 8 — 
Knights of Columbus Council 
Dinner and Meeting, 
starting at 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 9 — 
Ladies of Ascension Meeting, 
8:30 a.m.

Friday, Nov. 18 — 
Sacrament of Confirmation 
for our ninth-grade students, 
7 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 20 — 
Knights of Columbus Breakfast
in Community Room, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Tuesday, Nov. 22 — 
Families in Faith gathering, 
6:30 p.m. Social, 
7 p.m. Guest Speaker

Nov. 26 and 27 — 
Advent Angel Giving Tree 
in Church Foyer
Take home a tag to provide 
gifts for children in need 
this Christmas!

Wednesday, Nov.30 — 
Dining in Faith supper 
for Faith Formation families 
in Community Room, 
4:45-6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday, Nov. 30 — 
Extended Eucharistic 
Exposition and Adoration, 
8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m., with a 
Special Prayer Service, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 30 — 
Confessions 
from 6-7:30 p.m.

Upcoming Events
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HONORING OUR DEPARTED AT THE Remembrance Mass
Parishioners who have died this past year and who will be honored 

at our upcoming Remembrance Mass.

Michael Lewis 
�  10-23-21

Douglas Thomas 
�  11-20-21

Raymond Volk 
�  11-14-21

Jody-Ohleiser 
�  11-25-21

James Zander 
�  11-28-21

Terrance Helbling 
�  10-21-21

Joan Ressler 
�  10-22-21

Angeline Weichel  
�  12-18-21

Catherine 
Schwahn 
�  1-7-22

Anton Piatz  
�  12-22-21

Thomas 
Asbridge 
�  1-17-22

Ruby Marquart  
�  1-20-22

Darren Gross, 
�  12-4-21

Richard Doll  
�  12-17-21

Evelyn Zook 
�  3-1-22

Leo Gehring 
�  3-13-22

Kenneth 
Wolbaum  
�  3-9-22

Donald Allen  
�  4-6-22

Josephine 
Schatz  
�  5-7-22

Viola Bitz 
�  1-28-22

James Schmidt  
�  2-3-22

Janice Smith  
�  7-13-22

LeRoy Mertz  
�  8-7-22

Al Ternes  
�  7-23-22

John Reis  
�  8-14-22

Roberta Jensen 
�  8-30-22

Timothy Eide  
�  5-11-22

Andrew Feist  
�  6-13-22

John Michlitsch  
�  9-23-22

Tony Vetter  
�  10-1-22

Donna Elkins  
�  9-4-22

Peter 
Baumgartner  
�  9-23-22
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As Catholics with many obligations and busy 
daily lives, it can be difficult to carve out time 

for faith formation or enrich our prayer lives. 
However, our parish has made an effort to make 
Catholic online resources easy and available to 
all our parishioners. The myParish App combines 
parish information and messages with a huge array 
of resources, while FORMED offers a constantly 
updated platform for Catholic videos, books, and 
audio. Parish Business Manager Beth Kathol not 
only helped bring these platforms to the parish but 
also uses them herself. 

“I watch a lot of different prayer and faith formation 
videos on FORMED,” Beth says. “They update content 
regularly and have seasonal content for Advent and 
Lent. It’s definitely made an impact in my life and is 
an easy way to keep growing in faith.”

While FORMED offers audio and videos for 
personal formation, marriage enrichment, and 
group studies, it also has movies for the family and 
shows for children. Rather than struggling to set 
aside new times to listen or study, Beth suggests 
making small swaps throughout your week. 

“If you have a commute, try putting on an audio 
talk from FORMED instead of listening to the radio,” 
Beth says. “Make a point to pick a program from 
FORMED instead of watching Netflix one night. Do 
it as a family. It’s a great option, especially during 
the winter when we spend more time indoors.”

When you’re on the go, the myParish App is a 
great resource to stay connected with Ascension 
while also having quick access to a variety of 
prayers, Mass readings, and podcasts. With a 
guide to the Sacrament of Confession and daily 
reflections, it’s an easy way to stretch your prayer 
life, knowing you’ll always have the resources you 
need right at your fingertips.  

“We recognize that much of people’s daily lives 

are online now,” Beth says. “We have to meet people 
where they are at, and this is a great opportunity 
to do that.”

Access to these resources is totally free. To 
create an account with FORMED, you only need to 
enter the name of our parish. With your account, 
you can save things you’d like to watch or listen to 
in the future, and read or leave comments to share 
your thoughts on what you enjoy. In the myParish 
App, you can add our parish as well as any others 
that you frequent to stay up-to-date on Mass times 
and events. 

Our parish often uses videos on FORMED for 
group study, making it easier for anyone to follow 
along. Learning and discussing with a group 
is a wonderful way to build community while 
deepening our faith. 

Parish Offers Valuable Online Formation Options
FORMED and myParish App Available to All Parishioners

Links to FORMED and the myParish App, as well as other quality Catholic 
media, can be found on our parish website www.ascensionbismarck.org.

http://www.ascensionbismarck.org
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Since Layne became a member, the pillar of 
Fraternity has been the most impactful for him. 

“Being surrounded by good and faithful men is 
one of the easiest ways to point myself in the right 
direction,” he says. “There are a lot of younger men 
who have a zeal for their faith. They are very active 
and manage to juggle their work and family lives 
along with being involved in the church. The older 
men in the group have a lot to teach us younger 
guys. They have successful marriages and good 
families. They are a good group to look up to.” 

From serving pancake breakfasts and fish 
frys to cleaning up the parish and attending the 
monthly meetings, being a part of the Knights has 
been a positive experience for Layne. 

“Every meeting, we start and end in prayer,” he 
says. “There is a bond when we have fellowship in 
the same faith. When we serve others and sacrifice 
our time together for the good of the parish and the 
community, that is a great thing to be a part of.” 

LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. | Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. | Holy Days: 8:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.

Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and 
receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.

All adult men of the parish are 
encouraged to join the Knights of 

Columbus. Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.
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