
For Deacon John Paul Martin, there is no doubt 
about it. Serving Christ and His Church 

as a deacon brings extraordinary graces and 
blessings.

“I have many fond memories of my past 
three years serving as a deacon at Ascension 
and expect to have many more in the 
coming years,” says Deacon Martin. “I am 
humbled every time I proclaim the Gospel 
of the Lord, stand at the side of the priest 
as he prays the words of Consecration at 
the Altar of the Lord, and expose the Blessed 
Sacrament at adoration. I have been humbled 
by the outpouring of love and support I feel from 
the parishioners, clergy, and staff at our parish.”

John Paul Martin was ordained a deacon for the 
Diocese of Bismarck on Nov. 30, 2018, at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, Bismarck. The journey to this remarkable moment began with a 
beautiful desire in his young heart and blossomed into a profound question 
of discernment. 

“I realized my call to the diaconate primarily through other people and 
through the Holy Spirit,” Deacon Martin says. “As I child, I thought of becoming a 
priest and would pretend I was a priest and go through the Eucharistic Prayers 
at my kitchen table. In the end, my calling was not to the priesthood but to 
the diaconate. In the years leading up to my formation, people at Ascension 
Parish would occasionally tell me I would make a good deacon. The deacons of 

Meet Deacon John Paul Martin: 
Richly Blessed to Serve

JUNE 2022Inside
3  Embrace the Holy 

Spirit

4/5  Congratulations 
to the High School 
Graduates of Our 
Parish

6 Keeping 
 Our Stewardship 
 Commitments  
  in the 

Summertime

7  Volunteer 
Appreciation 
Dinner to 
Celebrate 
Stewardship and 
Service in Parish 
Community

Ascension
c a t h o l i c  c h u r c h

continued on page 2



2

If you would like further information about the diaconate program, please contact 
Deacon John Paul Martin at 701-527-3469 or Deacon Doyle Schulz at  

701-214-9359. You may also reach out to Deacon David Fleck, Director of 
Permanent Diaconate for the Bismarck Diocese, at 701-204-7210.

Embrace the Holy Spirit
Ascension at the time, Deacons Ray Grabar, Tony 
Finneman, and Doyle Schulz, would often ask me 
when I was going to become a deacon as well.”

As time went on, and with the helpful 
encouragement of others, Deacon Martin was able 
to open his heart to God’s calling more and more.  

 “During my formation, my family, as well as the 
people and clergy of Ascension, were very encouraging 
and supportive,” he says. “We have to be careful 
to discern if a calling is only coming from within 
ourselves or if it is truly from God. Sometimes, it is 
hard to know. When others encourage us in a certain 
direction, and it is in line with what we feel within 
ourselves, we need to give strong consideration to 
the idea that it may be God at work.”

Over time, he has found that as a deacon, he 
finds a real niche for his heart of service.

“I most enjoy serving the people of Ascension, 
and service is really the foundation of the 
diaconate,” Deacon Martin says. “Service brings me 
great satisfaction and peace. Whether it is taking 
Holy Communion to the homebound, or calling a 
parishioner who is sick or has a sick relative — 
serving in these ways is what I most enjoy. Deacon 
Doyle Schulz and I administer most of the Baptisms 
at Ascension, and what an honor and privilege it is 
to preside over them, bringing the number of those 

baptized in Christ to increase!”
Diaconate formation in the Diocese of Bismarck 

consists of five years of formal instruction, with the 
first two known as Aspirancy and the last three 
as Candidacy. Formal classroom training provides 
instruction in the Seven Sacraments, the Liturgy, 
prayer, service, and the history and role of the 
deacon in the Catholic Church. During the last few 
years, diaconate classes emphasize practicums and 
practicing the roles and responsibilities of a deacon. 
Many aspects of theology are studied throughout 
the training as well.

“The diaconate is an important ministry 
in the life of the Church because the deacon 
is called to serve the People of God as Jesus 
Himself served,” Deacon Martin says. “Deacons 
serve ‘in Persona Christi Servi’ (in the Person of 
Christ the Servant).”

When asked what he would say to those who 
may be interested in becoming a deacon, Deacon 
Martin offers heartfelt encouragement.

“If you have felt a call to the diaconate, I 
encourage you to act on that call, in order to 
discern its source,” he says. “If you have not 
prayed about it, pray! Tell Jesus what you are 
feeling and ask Him to help you respond in a way 
that fulfills His Will.”
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You’ve all heard 
homilies about 

Pentecost, which 
comes on June 5 this 
year. Pentecost was 
the day when the Holy 
Spirit came upon the 
apostles while they 
were gathered for 
prayer in Jerusalem. 

Coming 10 days 
after Jesus’ Ascension 
into heaven, the descent of 
the Holy Spirit turned the 
apostles from a collection of 
fearful followers looking for 
some direction into a band of 
courageous witnesses ready to 
declare their faith in Christ to the 
whole world.

You’ve heard that Pentecost 
is the birthday of the Church 
because that was the day when 
newly filled with the Holy Spirit, 
St. Peter preached the first 
Christian sermon, inviting his 
hearers to turn to Jesus as their 
Savior and their Lord. Those 
who accepted the invitation 
were baptized and “were added” 
to the Church (Acts 2:41). That 
day marked the beginning of the 
Church’s public mission, which 
continues to the present.

But the Holy Spirit’s actions 
in the Church were not limited 
to the apostles in an ancient 
time. He remains active down 
to the present, guiding the pope 
and the bishops as they go 
about their work of sanctifying, 
teaching and ruling in the 
Church. The Holy Spirit acts 
in the sacraments to make 

them effective signs 
of grace. We see the 
Holy Spirit’s work 
in the witness of the 
saints through whom 
He continues the 
work of salvation.

The Spirit, 
moreover, acts not 
only in the Church 
as a corporate body, 
but also in the lives of 

individual Christians. We become 
temples of the Holy Spirit at our 
Baptism. Then at Confirmation, 
which is our own personal 
Pentecost, we receive the seal 
of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit 
unites us more closely to Christ, 
increases the spiritual gifts we 
have been given, and strengthens 
us to spread and defend the faith.

Ultimately, Pentecost is more 
than simply a feast celebrating 
something that happened a long 
time ago. Of course, the coming 
of the Spirit we read about in 
Acts 2 took place just once. But 
the Holy Spirit remains active 
today, guiding the Church as a 
whole, but also working in the 
life of each individual Christian 
to make us holy.

Maybe you don’t feel as if the 
Holy Spirit is working in your life. 
Well, God the Father gave us free 
will, so we can choose whether 
or not we’ll obey Him. And God 
the Holy Spirit, being united 
in the one Godhead with the 
Father and the Son, honors that 
freedom. He’ll never force us to 
turn away from sin or compel us 
to obey God’s commandments. 

The Spirit offers us grace. He will 
beckon us toward heaven, and 
occasionally we may feel Him 
nudging us along, but we always 
have the freedom to choose God 
or to reject Him.

Perhaps you’ve made a 
commitment to worship at Mass 
at least weekly and spend some 
time each day in prayer. Maybe 
you have promised to use some of 
your talents in parish ministries 
and service to the community. 
You may even have turned in 
a card at our last renewal to 
indicate your pledge of a portion 
of your treasure to be used in 
God’s service.

I hope you’ve done all of these. 
If so, both the Holy Spirit’s grace 
and your response were involved 
in your decision. And the Holy 
Spirit will give you the strength 
to fulfill your commitments. 

This Pentecost, make the 
Gradual verse we’ll sing just before 
the Gospel your personal prayer:

Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, 
fill the hearts of your 

faithful; and kindle in them 
the fire of your love. Alleluia. 

If you do, you’ll find the Holy 
Spirit working even more strongly 
in your life. You’ll be happier, 
and the world, at least your little 
corner of it, will be a better place.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jim Braaten 
Pastor

A Letter from our Pastor
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Dear Parishioners,

Embrace the Holy Spirit
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Ashton Anderson 
Bismarck High School

McKenzie Balzer 
Bismarck High School

Julie Clements 
Legacy High School

Myles Eback 
Bismarck High School

Dylan Ellingson 
Legacy High School

Andrew Fitterer 
Bismarck High School

Evan Gross 
St. Mary's Central High School

Dawson Hawkinson 
Bismarck High School

Conor Hedges 
Bismarck High School

Blake Hulm 
Bismarck High School

Dominic Jochim 
Bismarck High School

Maranda Kranig 
Legacy High School

Nathan Leier 
Bismarck High School

Gannon McGregor 
Bismarck High School

Mackenzie Meyer 
St. Mary's Central High School

Madeline Neigum 
Bismarck High School

Megan Nelson 
Legacy High School

Ethan Puffer 
Bismarck High School

Jack Schaefbauer 
St. Mary's Central High School

Carter Schafer 
Bismarck High School

Congratulations to the High School Graduates of Our Parish
This month, we extend our congratulations to the 2022 high school graduates of 
Ascension. We wish you all the best as you continue your educational journeys!
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Upcoming Events

Congratulations to the High School Graduates of Our Parish

Cameron Schmidt 
Bismarck High School

Taylor Schmitcke 
Bismarck High School

Caleb Schuler 
Legacy High School

Tyson Schwab 
Bismarck High School

Kyler Scott 
Bismarck High School

Mya Tena 
Bismarck High School

Adam Vasichek 
Bismarck High School

Adriel Vetter 
St. Mary's Central High School

Megan Vetter 
Bismarck High School

Jacob Wilson 
Bismarck High School

Around the Parish
Ascension Feast Day Celebration

May 29 at 3:30 p.m.

Vacation Bible School
June 6-9 from 1-4 p.m.

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
June 22 from 5:30-8:00 p.m.

Our 27 children who made their First Communion April 30.

Parishioner Alisha Ritter volunteering her time and 
wonderful photography talent to take pictures free 
of charge for our upcoming new parish directory.
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Keeping Our Stewardship Commitments 
in the Summertime

Ascension
c a t h o l i c  c h u r c h

The kids are out of school and our fast-paced lives 
centered on school and youth sports activities 

have slowed down. Our own internal clocks are now 
on summer time. We’re ready for a break from our 
hectic lives.

And while we take vacations and enjoy the 
leisurely pace of the season, we need to remember that 
summer is not the time to take a vacation from God. 
In fact, summer can serve as the perfect opportunity 
to grow in our relationship with God, especially since 
most of us have considerably more free time.

So, instead of neglecting our faith due to busy days 
and late nights, try these simple steps to embrace 
God during the quieter summer months and during 
your vacation.

Get More Active in a Parish Ministry
The summer is actually a perfect time to get more 

involved in a parish ministry. Because we no longer 
have to get the kids to and from school, or get them 
to sporting events or other activities that normally 
occur during the school year, our schedules are a bit 
less cluttered. Summer is indeed a perfect time to fill 
some downtime with service to God through ministry 
and giving of your talents. Take a look through the 
parish ministries to find something that suits your 
particular interest or talent. 

Vacation Bible School, for Kids and Adults
Vacation Bible School is a great way for younger 

children to learn about God through songs, activities 
and fellowship. The fun-filled lessons build upon 
Gospel teachings while keeping kids’ attention. For 
older children, it is a great opportunity to offer service 
by being a team leader or assistant. Adults can also 
help plan, decorate, organize and teach during the 
week. It’s a wonderful activity for the entire family! 

Give Thanks for the Sun
Praise God for the sun, time off from school and 

easygoing days by visiting the adoration chapel to 
say a quick prayer. Bring a journal or rosary along 
to help stay focused. Little children can even bring 
a religious coloring book to give thanks to God on 
their terms. Or, before heading to the pool, why not 
attend daily Mass with the kids? It’s a perfect way to 
start the day and set the tone that — vacation or not 
— God is still an important part of your family life.

Don’t Take a Vacation from Mass
Often while on a vacation away from our parish 

family, we are not familiar with where to attend 
Mass. Don’t let that be an obstacle for you. Check 
out masstimes.org in order to find out where and 
when to go to Mass. In addition, if you are lodging at 
a hotel, the concierge will assist you with directions 
to the nearest Catholic Church.

Summertime Stewardship of Treasure
The prime reason for keeping up our pledge 

all summer is that God doesn’t go on vacation. He 
continues to sustain us throughout the summer 
months. He persists in pouring out blessings on 
us, even during the hottest weather. He keeps on 
meeting us in His sacramental presence when we go 
to Mass wherever we travel. As God remains faithful 
to us during the summer, we are called to be faithful 
in our commitments to Him and our parish family, 
even during our vacation time. 

So, enjoy the warmer temperatures and the 
relaxed atmosphere. Just don’t forget Who provides 
the sun and the sand! And most importantly, 
remember to take God with you wherever you go 
on vacation!

http://masstimes.org
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For more than two years, 
we’ve certainly missed 

sharing in lots of in-person 
gatherings. It’s been wonderful 
to be together at Mass, and many 
of us have been searching for 
other opportunities to gather. 
The Volunteer Appreciation 
Dinner on June 22 is your 
chance to gather again! Anyone 
who volunteers at Ascension 
is welcome to the Bismarck 
Municipal Country Club.

We have a vibrant and 
thriving parish at Ascension. As 
Stewardship Committee Chair 
Eric Miller says, this event is 
an excellent opportunity to 
celebrate with everyone who 
makes it possible. 

“Without volunteers, our 
parish would not exist,” Eric 
says. “Volunteers are a vital part 
of any Catholic church, and we 
are very blessed to have great 
people at Ascension who are 
willing to serve.”

So, whether you serve on 
the Social Concerns Committee, 
proclaim the Word as a lector, 
or lead the Finance Council, 
come for a wonderful evening of 
good food, friends, and laughs. 
There’s even trivia to spice up the 

evening. Eric serves as the event 
emcee and enjoys telling a few 
jokes to add to the fun. 

“This event builds better 
connections between parishioners 
and helps encourage more 
involvement,” he says. 

Since we have four Masses at 
Ascension, parishioners don’t all 
know one another. Even longtime 
parishioners can meet someone 
new at this event. It’s a chance to 

strengthen the community bonds 
here at Ascension. 

Eric has served on the 
Stewardship Committee for 
about 10 years. He recognizes 
that giving back is an essential 
part of his life. He grew up in 
Donnybrook and watched as the 
entire community got involved 
and shared their talents. He and 
his siblings followed the strong 
example of their parents, Dave 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner to Celebrate 
Stewardship and Service in Parish Community

“Without volunteers, our parish would not exist. Volunteers are a vital 
part of any Catholic church, and we are very blessed to have great 

people at Ascension who are willing to serve.” — Eric MillEr

The 2019 Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
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and Sharon, who were involved in the parish and broader 
community. In turn, Eric and his siblings have all taken those 
lessons into adulthood.  

“It is in giving that we receive, and at Ascension, we are big 
believers in being good stewards of the gifts we have been given 
by God,” Eric says. “God has done so many things for us, and 
one way to repay Him is to be a good steward of His gifts.”

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who has 
shared their talents to make our Ascension community 
truly thrive! 

LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. | Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. | Holy Days: 8:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.

Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and 
receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.

The Volunteer Appreciation Dinner will be held at the  
Bismarck Municipal Country Club on June 22. 

Invites will be sent for the event.
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Msgr. Jim Braaten at the Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner in 2019
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