
As an Ascension parishioner for nearly 50 years, 
Sandie Holzer remembers celebrating Mass in 

the Kirkwood Mall and the building of the new 
church. The parish has grown exponentially 
while keeping a close-knit community feeling. 

The pandemic, however, impacted that 
closeness in ways Sandie still sees. 

“Being in nursing, I know that hands are 
meant to be held and bodies are meant to be 
hugged,” Sandie says. “COVID is the hardest 
thing that I have seen in the history of our 
parish. We had to wear masks, but you could 
see people’s eyes smiling at you. Hopefully, our 
Mass attendance will return to what it was soon.”

Sandie was raised in a Lutheran family 
and was brought into the Catholic Church by 
her husband, Ed Holzer. Both their families 
taught them the importance of having a 
relationship with Jesus.

“They taught us to take everything to Jesus and to talk to Him about things,” 
Sandie says. “My dear husband led me into the faith and went to classes with 
me as I prepared for Confirmation. He was a good spouse, and we celebrated 
40 years of marriage before I lost him to cancer six years ago.”

For Sandie, stewardship means that we all work together as the Body of 
Christ to pitch in and support the Church. 

“It takes us all as a parish family, and we all need to give of ourselves,” 
Sandie says. “There are so many opportunities from lectors to music ministers 
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“We’re all so welcome here,” says 
Sandie Holzer. “I don’t know how 
people get by without a parish.”
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July 1 
First Friday Fellowship following the 8 a.m. Mass

July 2 & 3 
Fr. Doug Krebs, our new resident priest,  
celebrating all the Masses.

July 7 
Circle of Friends Luncheon at 11:30 a.m. 
at Lucky's 13

July 13
Welcome Reception for Fr. Doug Krebs from  
6:30-8 p.m. in Community Room.

July 20 - 
Parish Picnic from 5-8 p.m.

July 31 - 
Fifth Sunday Rosary at 9 a.m. in Community 
Room, with donuts! Sponsored by the KC's.

Parish Events for July
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Sandie Holzer  continued from front cover

to hospitality ministers. Our parish staff is 
tremendous. Go in and talk to them.”

In the past several months, Sandie has begun 
giving back to the faith community in a new way as 
an altar server at weekday Masses. 

“Serving at the altar brings your attention to the 
whole meaning of the Mass from the processional to 
the Liturgy of the Eucharist,” Sandie says. “There’s 
a certain beauty to it.”

A few months before Ed passed away, Sandie, 
her sister, and her niece went with Ed to the 
parish office to discuss all the arrangements for 
Ed’s funeral Mass. Sandie vividly remembers the 
parish staff hugging Ed and welcoming them into 
the conversation. 

“Ever since I’ve lost Ed, I’ve really grasped onto 
the Church,” Sandie says. “We’re all so welcome here. 
I don’t know how people get by without a parish.”

In Ed's memory, funding was provided by Sandie 
to renovate the parish rectory deck.

“God is so good all the time, and all the time 

He is good. I hope everyone opens their hearts and 
minds and lets the Holy Spirit come in. They’ll find 
the good Lord is working through them and will 
help them give back,” Sandie says.  



It is human nature to try to neatly place 
things into categories. If we categorize 

the miracles performed by Christ, the 
two largest groupings might fall under 
the headings “Healing” and “Feeding.”

This is exactly what we are about 
here at Ascension. At the base of all 
our liturgies is the Eucharist, when we 
come together in communion with the 
Lord and with one another to be both 
fed and healed. Even one of Christ’s 
most famous miracles — the Feeding 
of the Multitude — involved both healing and 
feeding from a spiritual and a literal perspective. 

The reason the large crowd gathered was 
that Jesus’ reputation as a healer had spread 
and grown. He felt compassion for that crowd, 
which is another way of saying He loved them 
and felt sorry that they were hungry due to their 
willingness to sit and be with Him for so long. 
Recognizing it was late in the day and that many 
of them had not eaten, Jesus literally fed them 
— but that day, He didn’t stop with physical 
nourishment. He also fed them spiritually with 
His words, and simultaneously, healed their 
wounded hearts by preaching a message of hope 
and forgiveness in a dark and hardened world.

The narrative of Christ taking a small 
amount of food and using it to feed thousands 

is familiar to all of us. It is reported 
in all four Gospels. However, I would 
like to highlight one aspect of that 
miracle. It all started with one boy 
who was willing to share what little he 
had. Because the boy made the gift of 
his fishes and loaves, the Lord took 
it and multiplied it many times over, 
nourishing so many more people than 
that little bit initially could.

Isn’t that what we as a parish are 
called to do? We make gifts of our time, 

our talent, and our treasure as good stewards — 
but it is God who takes those gifts and performs 
miracles with them. Our goal is to give what we 
have so that Christ might use it, multiplying 
it to feed, heal and draw a multitude of people 
closer to Him. 

The reality is that without the gifts, there can 
be no miracles, and without miracles, we are a 
hungry and broken people. Christ has come to 
renew, nourish, fulfill, and restore — and that, 
brothers and sisters, is what Christianity is all 
about.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jim Braaten

A Letter From Our Pastor
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Dear Parishioners,

We Provide the Gifts, God Performs the

     Miracles
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Bismarck is a fast-growing area. With multiple Mass 
times here at Ascension, it’s not always possible to 

meet everyone. We want to be able to build community 
here with everyone, and the annual Parish Picnic is an 
excellent opportunity for that. Join fellow parishioners 
from 5 to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, July 20, here at 
Ascension for food and fun for the whole family. 

Ascension provides burgers and hot dogs, and 
parishioners are asked to bring a salad or chips. 
There’s even an ice cream truck serving free treats for 
all in attendance. 

Although some money is raised through the 
various events, it’s mostly to cover the expenses. Beth 
estimates this event has been happening for more 
than 25 years, and it’s a favorite summer event in our 
parish community. Last year, the event drew about 
400 attendees. 

“This event was started to be an opportunity 
to build community and for fellowship,” says Beth 
Kathol, Business Manager. “The Parish Picnic provides 
our parishioners with an opportunity to grow in their 
relationships with other members of our parish family. 
We want people to walk around and enjoy themselves.” 

The kids have a blast jumping in the bounce house 
and enjoying face painting and balloon animals. There 
are also lawn games, Bingo, a cakewalk, and a silent 
auction. And for those wishing to escape the heat, food 
will also be served in the Parish Center. This is truly 
old-fashioned summer fun for the whole family. 

“Come enjoy a meal and have some fun,” Beth says. 
“Bring your neighbor. Walk around and play some 
Bingo. Walk the cakewalk, or bid in the auction.” 

To make this event a success, volunteers are 
needed, especially for setup and teardown. People may 
also donate new items, services, and baskets for the 
silent auction. Cakes are needed for the cakewalk. 

Beth hopes all parishioners will come out to enjoy 
the Parish Picnic. It’s always fun for her to see people 
just enjoying time together. She loves the smiles and 

GET READY FOR   Our Annual Parish Picnic
Don’t Miss this Community Event on July 20
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“The Parish Picnic provides our 
parishioners with an opportunity 

to grow in their relationships 
with other members of our parish 
family. We want people to walk 
around and enjoy themselves.” 

— Beth Kathol, Business Manager
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GET READY FOR   Our Annual Parish Picnic
Don’t Miss this Community Event on July 20

the excitement when someone wins 
at bingo or picks out their favorite 
cake at the cakewalk. 

“It’s great watching parents 
and even grandparents playing 
hula hoop and other lawn games 
together outside,” Beth says. 

So, make sure you don’t miss 
this year’s Parish Picnic!

“The Parish Picnic is the perfect 
opportunity to introduce yourself 
to the person or family who maybe 
always sits in the pew right in front 
of you — and now when you greet 
them in church,” Beth says, “you 
can use their name, and it might 
lead to friendship and fellowship 
outside of just Sunday Mass. " 

If you would like to 
volunteer for the  

Parish Picnic, please visit 
the parish website at 

ascensionbismarck.org.

http://ascensionbismarck.org
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School is out, and summer is now in full swing. 
The days are longer, warmer and filled with 

plenty of fun summertime activities. 
This summer, as we take family vacations, 

gather with friends and loved ones for barbecues, 
spend time by the pool, and enjoy all of the usual 
summertime activities, we can also take the time 
to reflect on some of the saints who are associated 
with the summer. 

Family vacations are perhaps the most iconic 
of all summertime activities. Although there is no 
patron saint of vacations, there are a number of 
saints associated with traveling. One of the most 
popular is St. Christopher. According to his story, 
St. Christopher was an extremely tall and strong 
man who served Christ by helping people cross 
an especially dangerous river. That is why many 
people wear St. Christopher medals while traveling 
— to ask for his blessing and protection. 

For those of us who are taking road trips this 
summer, there is St. Frances of Rome, the patron 
saint of cars and drivers. While St. Frances died 
well before cars were invented, her story says that 
her guardian angel went ahead of her when she 
traveled at night and lit the road with a lantern to 
keep St. Frances safe. 

There are also saints we can look to when 
traveling by plane. St. Joseph of Cupertino was a 
Franciscan friar who is said to have frequently and 
miraculously levitated off the ground during intense 
prayer sessions. Because of this levitation, he is 
recognized as the patron saint of air travelers. St. 
Therese of Lisieux is also associated with aviators 
and flying. 

If you are going on a cruise this summer, 
you can ask for the intercession of St. Brendan 
the Navigator, an Irish monk who founded the 
Clonfert monastery and monastic school, and 
is the patron saint of mariners and sailors. He 
and his brothers sailed the Atlantic Ocean and 
evangelized on a number of islands, and may 
have even reached the Americas. 

Another favorite summer activity is swimming. 
Whether you choose a pool, a lake or the ocean, 
seek the intercession of St. Adjutor of Vernon, a 
knight who was captured in the First Crusade. 
His captors tried to force him to give up his faith, 
but St. Adjutor escaped by swimming to his 
freedom. For this reason, he is the patron saint 
against drowning, and for drowning victims, 
sailors and swimmers. 

The summer is also a time of amusement 
and enjoyment. One of the biggest national 
celebrations of the summer is the Fourth of July. 
For this type of summertime activity, we look to 
St. Barbara, the patron saint of fireworks. 

There are also a number of saints with feast 
days during the summer. The feast day of St. Anne, 
the mother of Mary and grandmother of Jesus, is 
celebrated on July 26. July 31 is the feast day 
of St. Ignatius of Loyola, who is also associated 
with stewardship. These are just two of the many 
saints whose feasts we celebrate this summer. 

No matter what kinds of activities we choose to 
enjoy during the summertime, let us remember to 
honor the saints who have gone before us, and give 
their intercession for us as we walk through our 
own journeys of faith. 

GETTING TO KNOW THE 

“Summertime” Saints
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This summer, as we take family vacations, gather 
with friends and loved ones for barbecues, spend time 

by the pool, and enjoy all of the usual summertime 
activities, we can also take the time to reflect on some 

of the saints who are associated with the summer. 
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For those who have lost a loved one, the pain of 
knowing you will not see that person again is a 

heavy weight to carry. As Christians, we have great 
hope in the Resurrection and joy in knowing God’s 
Mercy for His children. We believe and know that Christ 
has conquered death. We are created for a relationship 
with God and the goal of our life here on earth is to 
become saints glorifying God in heaven when our time 
here is done. Yet, in the face of knowing these truths, 
we still bear the pain of our loss when we remain on 
this earth and our loved ones have passed. 

For the members of the Circle of Friends 
Ministry, this weight is easier to carry when you 
don’t carry it alone. 

“I lost my husband 18 years ago,” says Lil Krance, 
a member of Circle of Friends for many years. “When 
I lost him, I was more or less alone. Linda Bortke 
took me under her wing and she would bring me to 
meetings. She would pick me up and we would just 
do things together. That friendship helped me a lot. 
Peggy Gwyther had started the group at the request 
of Fr. Klemmer, and Linda and I took it over after she 
passed away.” 

The group meets for lunch once a month to gather 
in friendship and support. They also host an annual 
Christmas party potluck.

“Really, this group is more or less a social gathering 
of people who have lost a loved one,” Lil says. “We visit 
together and ask if anyone wants to open up and talk 
about their loved ones. And if they don’t want to talk 

Circle of Friends Ministry: 
Embracing Treasure of Friendship and 

Giving Support in Times of Grief

“This group was such a blessing because you have friends who have 
lost spouses, children and grandchildren. They understand your 
grief in a way that others don’t. They have the same values and 
beliefs as you so their support is so wonderful.” — linda BortKe



Circle of Friends  continued from page 7

about it, we accept that as well. We are here to listen or 
just spend time together.”

For Linda Bortke, this group has supported her 
through the loss of a couple of loved ones.

“I first joined Circle of Friends in 2007 after I 
lost a grandchild,” Linda says. “It was devastating. 
You feel like you should go before a grandchild. This 
group was such a blessing because you have friends 
who have lost spouses, children, and grandchildren. 
They understand your grief in a way that others don’t. 
They have the same values and beliefs as you so their 
support is so wonderful. Then when I lost my husband 
in 2015, this group was here for me through that.” 

LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday, 5:00 p.m. | Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m.

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. | Holy Days: 8:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.

Stewardship is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and 
receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of God and neighbor.

The Circle of Friends Ministry is here to 
faithfully support those who have lost 
loved ones, with Christ at the center of 
their ministry. The group meets on the 
first Thursday of each month, gathering 

for lunch at a local restaurant at  
11:30 a.m. For more information on 

joining this group, please contact 
Lil Krance at 701-202-5594 or 
Linda Bortke at 701-220-3784.
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