
It takes all of us to keep our church running 
smoothly, from paid staff in the office to 

volunteers singing in the choir. One crucial 
job that’s not in the limelight is the job of 
custodian and maintenance. This is a role 
that Lee Spotts was happy to take on this 
past May — and we are most excited to 
welcome Lee to the Ascension staff! Lee 
brings a lot of knowledge in custodial and 
maintenance tasks, having worked full-
time at Enable, Inc., here in Bismarck for 15 
years, and having worked in the maintenance 
field for about 25 years. 

After about three weeks off, Lee jumped into 
this new job and, at the same time, into semi-
retirement. Parishioners may already know 
Lee and his wife, Julie, as they have been 
Ascension parishioners for around 25 years. 

“This felt like the perfect job for me,” Lee 
says. “I can even walk to work.”

Lee is at Ascension until noon on weekdays and takes care of weekend tasks 
as needed. You might call him a “jack of all trades,” as he handles everything 
from cleaning the church and mowing grass to snow removal. Volunteers 
handle most of the flowers, but Lee will help where he’s needed. 

“I’ve really enjoyed my time here so far,” he says. “The people here are so 
good, and it’s very stress-free. It’s a great job for semi-retirement. It is like 
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Lee Spotts appreciates how this job 
has shown him the behind-the-scenes 

aspects of the church.
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Pray for these young people as they enter their final stage of 
preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation this November.

Ninth Grade Confirmation Retreat to Medora 
August 13-14

Ascension
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Upcoming Events
 September 7 - Catechist Workshop, 6:00-

7:45 p.m., Community Room

 September 13 - Knights of Columbus 
Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Community Room

 September 14 - Ladies of Ascension Kickoff 
Meeting, 8:30 a.m., Community Room

 September 14 - Opening Faith Formation 
Mass, Open House and Dining in Faith, 
5:30 p.m., Church/Community Room

 September 21 - Start of Faith Formation 
Classes at 4:00 p.m., 5:30 p.m.,  
and 7:00 p.m., Parish Center

 September 24 - Volunteer Landscaping 
Cleanup, 9:00 a.m., Church grounds

 September 25 - Priesthood Sunday, say a 
special prayer for all of our special priests!



A Letter from our Pastor
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Dear Parishioners,

This Month, We Honor Our Blessed 
Mother on Her Birthday

Birthdays are always special occasions we all enjoy celebrating. We send cards, 
give gifts, gather with family and loved ones, sing “Happy Birthday,” and enjoy 

the traditional birthday cake. We make a big deal about birthdays because they 
remind us how special, precious and wonderful is the gift of life given to us by God.

On the Church’s calendar, we celebrate three important birthdays. On Dec. 
25, we celebrate the Birthday of Jesus; on June 24, we celebrate the Birthday 
of St. John the Baptist; and on Sept. 8, we celebrate the Birthday of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.

Why do we celebrate Mary’s birthday on Sept. 8? The answer lies in another 
very important feast day of Our Lady, and that is the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception on Dec. 8. The Immaculate Conception is a dogma of the Church, 
which states that Mary was preserved free from all stain of Original Sin from the 
very first moment of her conception (this grace also preserved Mary from all sin throughout her life). This 
was a special gift from God and a wonderful privilege bestowed upon the Blessed Mother as she would 

become the pure, holy vessel to carry in her womb Christ, the Son of God. So, since 
we celebrate Mary’s Immaculate Conception on Dec. 8, we celebrate her birthday 
exactly nine months later on Sept. 8!

There are even some unique ways to celebrate Mary’s birthday. You can make 
a special birthday cake for Mary and have it as a family dessert one night this 
month — and even light a candle on the cake and sing “Happy Birthday” to 
Mary. Have your children or grandchildren make a birthday card for Mary — 

bring it to church and place it at the foot of Mary’s statue to show your love 
for the Mother of God. Decide to do a good deed or act of kindness and make 
that your special gift to Mary for her birthday. If you really want to make our 
Blessed Mother happy, gather for some family prayer time and pray a family 
Rosary as your gift to Mary.

These are just some of the many ways we can honor our Blessed 
Mother and celebrate her birthday this month. Happy birthday, 

Blessed Mother Mary — we love you!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Msgr. Jim Braaten 
Pastor
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There are many important 
ministries of the parish 

that serve, evangelize and help 
others. These ministries serve 
a very important function in 
the community of our Catholic 
church. Many of our parishioners 
do important work, such as serving 
on the committees, praying for 
our priests and the parish prayer 
requests, or serving the children 
as catechists for Faith Formation. 
One special ministry that works 
for the betterment of the parish 
is Ladies of Ascension. As their 
mission statement says, “the 
Ladies of Ascension are committed 
to assisting Ascension Catholic 
Parish and its Pastor to meet the 
needs of our faith community 
and to build the Kingdom of God 
by proclaiming the Good News, 
worshiping God, creating community, and promoting 
social justice.”

Members do this by preparing and serving food 
for funeral luncheons, putting on bake sales to 
raise money for specific needs for the parish, and 
sponsoring events for both families and the entire 
parish. The popular bake sales raise money for things 
like providing beautifully embroidered baptismal 
blankets for new babies in the parish or cleaning 
the albs for the altar servers. Members also worked 

with other groups in the parish to update the kitchen 
about five years ago. This ministry welcomes any 
women who belong to the parish. 

Tera Miller has been a member of this ministry 
for four years. For her, involvement in Ladies of 
Ascension is about connecting with other women 
within the parish while serving the parish itself.

“I initially joined because I wanted to meet other 
women and help serve the parish,” Tera says. “This 
group connects you to the others and it really is a fun 
way to serve.” 

Ladies of Ascension: 
Supporting the Needs of the Parish, Growing in Community

Ascension
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“Relationships are important for our happiness and growth. The more 
connections we make with other Catholic women, the more people we have 

praying for us, supporting us and encouraging us.” — Tera Miller

Ladies of Ascension provides a wonderful 
opportunity to connect with other women within 

the parish while serving the parish itself.

continued on page 5
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Ladies of Ascension: 
Supporting the Needs of the Parish, Growing in Community

With children returning to school, many 
busy young mothers may find themselves with 
the availability to take part in this ministry and 
these activities. Meetings take place on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 8:30 a.m. from September 
through May. For those who are unable to attend 
the meeting, the meeting minutes are available and 
provide an overview of what was discussed. Even if 
you cannot attend meetings regularly, this group 
still welcomes the involvement of any women in the 
parish. There are opportunities to provide food for the 
funeral luncheons, bake treats for the bake sale, and 
volunteer at these events. 

“Relationships are important for our happiness 
and growth,” Tera says. “The more connections we 
make with other Catholic women, the more people we 
have praying for us, supporting us, and encouraging 
us. This ministry also allows you to provide input 
on activities or events you would like to see at the 
parish. Many of the ladies in this group have been 
serving the parish for a long time. We need young 
mothers to join and learn from these great women so 
Ladies of Ascension can be a key part of the parish 
for years to come.”

“We have seen that the ladies that do attend and 
serve broaden their friendships,” says Rita Ritter, 
president of Ladies of Ascension. “This is a way for 
them to get to know their fellow parishioners that 
you might otherwise only see on Sundays. This is 
an avenue to visit with ladies who are so involved in 
the parish. We really are a family-driven community. 
It has been a blessing to have some of the younger 
ladies and younger moms coming and getting their 
perspectives. We enjoy having these younger families 
more deeply involved in the parish.” 

Meetings take place on the second Wednesday of the month, 
September to May, at 8:30 a.m. If you have any questions about getting 
involved in this ministry, please contact Rita Ritter at 701-223-3606.

Through Ladies of Ascension, there are opportunities 
to provide food for the funeral luncheons, bake treats 

for the bake sale and volunteer at these events. 

Tera Miller



6

Greetings, once again, from Washington, 
D.C.! I hope that your summer has been 

great. Mine has certainly been eventful and full 
of blessings. This letter serves as a sum-up and 
reflection of my summer in Bismarck.

I got back from Washington, D.C., in early 
May. I stayed at the Pro-Cathedral of St. Mary 
along with three other seminarians, and I also 
worked for my dad for the summer. In the middle 
of May, I attended the diaconate ordination. 
Those ordained to the diaconate, and one other, 
will be ordained to the priesthood in June 2023. 
Then I helped teach Vacation Bible School at 
Ascension at the beginning of June. The next 
week, I went to the priestly ordination when the 
bishop ordained five men to the priesthood. The 
days around our ordinations are always great 
for the priests and us seminarians. 

The following weekend, the St. Bernadette 
relics arrived at St. Mary’s and I helped serve the 
Masses as the relics were here. That Monday, 
we had our annual Seminarian Golf Fundraiser, 
and the next weekend we had the Big Smoke. I 
had a busy June.

On the weekend of the Fourth of July, I had 
time to spend with my family. Four seminarians 
from the east coast also made the trip to North 
Dakota to visit. In the middle of July, another 
seminarian and I went to New Town to help teach 
at a camp. Then I had a few weeks without many 
events, so I was able to fish, play sports, and 
spend time with family and friends. During the 
second week of August, we had our seminarian 
gathering. Finally, I spent the last week of my 
summer break with my family. I went back to 
Washington, D.C. on Aug. 23.

I would finally like to offer a short reflection 
on what has been on my heart throughout this 
summer. The Lord has put onto my heart two 
things that He desires of me and all of you. He 
desires us to trust in Him and to surrender 
ourselves to Him. Jesus knows what He is 
doing in the world and in all of our lives. He is 

not afraid to come into our lives, especially any 
of our crosses, because He redeemed the world 
by His death and resurrection. And He wants to 
redeem our lives, but we must trust Him. When 
we can trust Him, we can surrender ourselves to 
Him. To totally surrender to Jesus is to lovingly 
give all that I am to Him because we know that 
He is in control. When we surrender to Him, He 
can then work through us and bear fruit that 
lasts.

Let us ask for the gift to totally surrender 
ourselves to Him out of a trust that knows that 
He is our Lord and our God. Know of my prayers. 

God Bless, 
Joe

A Busy Summer and Reflections on Trusting in Our Lord
By JOE SCHON, Seminarian
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Parish Welcomes Lee Spotts  continued from front cover

having a second family to spend time with and 
some days are just not long enough.”

Lee adds that his co-workers are really fun to 
be around.

With his afternoons off, Lee has enjoyed having 
more time to do what he likes. He’s taken time to 
ride his bicycle and do yard work and is enjoying 
having a clearer mind with fewer things to focus on.

This is Lee’s first time working for the Catholic 
Church, and it has been a great experience so far. 
He appreciates how this job has shown him the 

behind-the-scenes aspects of the church. 
Julie continues to work full-time for the Bureau 

of Criminal Investigation as a supervisor in the 
fingerprinting department. The couple has two 
daughters and a son — one daughter lives in Grand 
Forks, and the other two children live in Bismarck. 
Lee grew up in Napoleon, N.D., and both he and 
Julie were raised in the Catholic Church. The couple 
was married in Linton, N.D. In their free time, Lee 
and Julie enjoy time with family, camping, fishing, 
and yard work. 

“I’ve really enjoyed my time here so far. The people here are so good, and 
it’s very stress-free. It’s a great job for semi-retirement.” — lee SpoTTS

http://www.ascensionbismarck.org

