OFFICES AND MAILING ADDRESS
510 Manley Street « Navasota, TX 77868

Phone: 936-825-3920 + Fax: 936-825-7612
Religious Education: 936-825-1869
After hour emergencies: 936-825-3920
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Grant Holt, Permanent Deacon
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Carolyn Katkoski
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Susan Russell

SACRISTAN
Samuel Pry

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP TEAM

Michael Culver (Chairperson), Teresa Morales, Jason Katkoski, Laura Quirina,
Gerardo Olguin, Sam Pry and Larry Busa

FINANCE COUNCIL

Leonard Busa, Teresa Morales, Ann Clark, Carolynn Katkoski

DISASTER RECOVERY PLAN

Deacon Grant Holt, Jason Katkoski, Mitch Kroll, Gregorio Gonzalez

RE BOARD

President: Brandi Tejeda , Vice President: Jessica Herrera

Secretary: Teresa Morales, Board Members: Lucy Coronilla, Jason Katkoski,
Allyson Sweeney, Den Grant Holt

BUILDING COMMITTEE
Larry Busa, Danny Clark, Richard Krolczyk, and Joe Rangel

YOUTH MINISTER COORDINATOR
Jessica Herrera

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday
9:15am - noon & 1:00pm - 5:00pm
Friday 9:15am- noon
Other times by appointment

Website: www.christourlight.org

SUNDAY EUCHARIST
Saturday Vigil: 6:00pm
Sunday: (English) 8:00am
Sunday: (Spanish) 1:00pm

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST
First Saturday 9am
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8:30am
Tuesday 6:00pm (English)
Thursday 6:00pm (Spanish)

ROSARY PRAYED IN COMMON
Tuesday & Thursday: 5:40pm
Wednesday & Friday: 8:10am
Saturday: 5:15pm
Sunday: 7:15am & 12:15pm

RECONCILIATION/ CONFESSION
Tuesday, Thursday and

2nd & 4th Saturdays 5:00-5:45pm

and by appointment 936-825-3920

RECONCILIACION/ CONFESIONES
Los Martes, jueves y el
segundo y cuarto sabado a las 5:00-5:45pm
y por cita 936-825-3920

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time : October 27, 2019




Christ Our Light Catholic Church * Navasota, Texas
October 26 & 27,2019
Under the Patronage of St. Patrick and Our Lady of Guadalupe

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTION
MONDAY, OCTOBER 28
No Mass

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29

6:00 PM Janie Kallus ¥
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 230

8:30 AM Rodney Laskowski 1 19th Death Anniversary
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31

8:30 AM All Souls In Purgatory

VIGIL FOR ALL SAINTS

6:00 PM* Delia Nunez t and Family
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 01 — ALL SAINTS

8:30 AM Spanish Legion of Mary, Lvg., & Deceased

6:00 PM Mass for the People
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER (2

9:00 AM Bilingual Mass for All Souls

6:00 PM Vigil Laskowski t and Dizon 1 Families
SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 03

8:00 AM Benefactor’s of Memorial Fund
1:00 PM* Deceased Milan and Coronilla Families
*Spanish

E-Mail Addresses for the Parish

To e-mail Fr. Elias...fr.eli@christourlight.org

To e-mail Nelda: nelda@christourlight.org

To e-mail RE Board: reboard@christourlight.org
Christ Our Light web-site: www.christourlight.org

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH
MONDAY, OCTOBER 28

5:00 PM  Spanish Legion of Mary, CH Cry room
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29

6:00 PM  Spanish Choir Practice, CH
5:00 PM  to 5:45 PM Confession, CH
7:00 PM  Lector Class, CH

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30
6:00 PM  Religious Education, PK-5th grades
6:00 PM  RCIC, SPCC
7:30 PM  Choir Practice, CH

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31

12:00 AM English Legion of Mary, CH Cry room
2:00 PM  Liturgy& Music Practice & Work Time, CH
5:00 PM  to 5:45 PM Confession, CH

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 01
No Events Scheduled
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 02
3:00 PM  5:00 PM Confirmation Workshop, SPH
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 03
10:15 AM  Religious Education Class, 6-12 grades
4:00 PM  Piano Concert, Musical Trifles & Magical
Truffles, Nave of Church

BULLETIN DEADLINE TUESDAY 12:00 NOON
Announcements and or articles are to be submitted in
writing to the Parish Office, or faxed to 825-7612 or e-
mailed nelda@christourlight.org.

Events, meeting ete. for the Parish Calendar are to be
submitted in writing to the Parish Office in advance.

AFTER MASS WEEKLY PULPIT ANNOUNCEMENTS
Deadline Tuesday, 12:00 Noon. Announcements are to
be submitted in writing to the Parish Office. The Pas-
tor reserves the right to pick and choose which an-
nouncements are made in this forum as there is a need to
keep these to a minimum.

Todos los anuncios deben ser presentados por escrito
en la oficina de la parroquia no mas tarde que los martes
al mediodia. El Pastor decidira si las noticias son de im-
portancia para ser pronuncia das.

PARISH REGISTRATION

To our new parishioner, we welcome you to Christ Our
Light Parish. Please register at the parish office or ask
one of the Hospitality Ministers to help you. For
parishioners moving out of the parish or changing your

address or phone number, please notify the parish office,
825-3920.
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The altar flowers this past weekend
were for the birthday of Ismael Regala-
do. The parish thanks the family.

a2 Sacrament of Baptism Schedule
" ) English Baptism Class Schedule for 2019: 8:30
1 h":““ﬁ/ AM to 10:30 AM Jan. 12, April 12th, July 12th
""" and Oct. 11th., 2020 PARTICIPANTS MUST
REGISTER AT LEAST 1 WEEK PRIOR TO CLASS. To
register please contact Deacon Grant Holt at 936-825-6448
or Lucy Coronilla at 936-419-9296.

Spanish Baptism Class Schedule for 2019:  3:30 PM to

5:30 PM , October 27. For Information, call Rosa Torres
at 936-419-8974

ALL DOCUMENTS AND FORMS must be completed
and turned in before Baptism Date. SCHEDULED Bap-
tism will be celebrated once a month at 12 noon every 3rd
Saturday following completion of the baptismal classes
the prior month and Fr. Elie has been informed in ad-
vance. The Sacrament of Baptism is a communal celebra-
tion. Therefore, private baptisms are not celebrated here.




PRAY for THE CONTINUING

S&R@&F@E RECOVERY OR COMFORT OF

the infirmed and homebound
members of our community. Jack Baker, Jo Ann Clepper,
Frank Crouch, Gilbert Druckhammer, Liz Johnson, Juanita
King, Mary Ann Knowles, Leslie Mills, Leon Nowak, Victor
Ostiguin, Leona Pasket, Angelina Peterson, Wallace Peterson,
Lucila Rivera, Josh Sechelski, Dana Sowell, and Krysten Sow-
ell, Jessie Valadez, 111, Crystal Winkler.

Call the parish office when a member of our community has a
need to be remembered in prayer, 825-3920.

Also, if you have added a name to the prayer list, please call to
let us know when to remove the name from the list.
Thank you.

New Memorial Candles
The new Candle Stands are electrical. Any-

one wanting to light a candle may do so by pressing

the red button and give an offering. The candle will
burn for 12 hours. Memorial Candles burning for one year
are $150.00 each. Come by the parish office to schedule and
pay your offering of $150.00 for your Memorial candle.

YOUR PARISH SUPPORT
SUAPOYOPARROQUIAL

Weekly Offering

TRESASURE YOU HAVE SHARED:
GIFTS FOR GOD — YOUR TITHE RESPONDS

October 19 & 20, 2019
(81) Offertory Envelopes/Loose Checks

and On Live Giving 4,875.00
Loose Cash 939.00
Children 49.00
Total 5,863.00
Mission Sunday 826.19
Maintenance Fund 130.00

DIOCESAN SERVICE FUND - 2019

Goal: $24,940.00
Pledged: $21,308.67
Paid: $18,704.20
Total Registered Families: 651
Number of Participant: 71
Percent Paid: 75.00%
Paid Over (Under) Goal: ($6,235.80)
Pledged Over (Under) Goal: ($3,661.33)

In Our Prayers

We remember in prayer our friends and loved ones
in active military duty , both in and out of harms
way, in the service of their our country. Pray for
peace in the world and for our leaders.

SSG Jorge Aguilar, Jr., Alexander Cortez,
Jesus Cortez, SFC Antinia Franco, 1SG
Jason Malek, Antonio Magallon, Jose Rene Milan
Christopher Munoz, Javier Salinas.,

Sgt. Kevin Seigler, SSgt Allen Thane

OUR HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS
FOR OCTOBER

General Intention — A Missionary Spring in
the Church: That the breath of the Holy Spirit
engender a new missionary spring in the Church.

*  P.E.R.A. (Perpetual Eucharistic

Reparative Adoration)

i
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We are inviting and highly encouraging everyone to
sign-up for our “P.E.R.A.” (Perpetual Eucharistic
Reparative Adoration). We are asking everyone to
devote ONE HOUR (at least) a WEEK adoring God
in the Blessed Sacrament—that is, only asking 168
parishioners to make adoration of God everyday,
24/7! We do this as a Parish Community in response
to the teaching of St. John Paul II:

The “Church and the world have a great need for Eucharis-
tic worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of love. Let
us not refuse the time to go to meet him in adoration, in con-
templation full of faith, and open to make amends for the
serious offenses and crimes of the world. Let our adoration
never cease.”
(Dominicae cenae, 3)
Please call Mary Rangel @ 936-419-9024.

THE CATHOLIC FAITH ON DEMAND
Web site is FORMED.ORG
The Parish Code to access the website is
MVMZKF

There are 2 easy ways to connect to
FLOCKNOTE (pick one):

Then register to create an account.
NOTE: Do not use Mozilla Firefox browser.
1. Visit our church at: www.flocknote.com/
christourlightchurch

2. Text SPOLG to 84576 from your phone to

subscribe to updates.




We Bless our Priests
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A World Priest Day Prayer

—

Heavenly Father

We come before you today to ask your blessing on our brothers

Whom you have called to the Sacrament of Holy Orders

Lord Jesus,

We ask that you support them with your presence

And fill them with grace to serve You faithfully

Gracious Spirit

Unite us in service with those whom you have called

Open our hearts to encourage our brothers and sons to pursue your calling,

\nd open their hearts to hear Your call to this most Holy Sacrament Amen
- ~ - L Y
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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 27, 2019

The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds; it does not
rest until it reaches its goal, nor will it withdraw till

the Most High responds. — Sirach 35:17-18a

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Every 1st weekend of the month (Saturday Vigil
and Sunday Masses) blessing of all who have a birth-
day or Wedding Anniversary during the month.

I 105%;‘;% PLEASE PRAY FOR YOCATIONS I
I (ﬂr’ to the Priesthood and Religious Lifel

I especially in our Archdiocese.

+++++ bbb+ I
MEMORIALIZING THE SANCTUARY CANDLE

I If you are interested in memorializing thcl
Sanctuary candle, in memory of, in personal rev-
erence and petition or special intention for thel
week, stop by the parish office for more infor—l

ParishSOFT SIGN UP NOW
Giving

Sign Up for Christ Our Light
Online Giving Now

Christ Our Light now accepts online giving. Par-
ish Soft is out parish’s online giving program. En-
roll at the link the below. It is secure and easy to
use. You will be able to use Parish Soft for normal
tithing and special collections throughout the year.
Apps are available, so your cell phones/tablets can
be used for online giving.

https://giving.parishsoft.com/d1?uid=chri510191
+4++++t 4

Daylight Savings Time ends November 3rd

Turn your clock back before going to bed
Saturday, November 02th.

MONTHLY REFRESHMENTS AFTER MASSES
Refreshment will be served after Masses the first
Sunday of each month. The refreshments and service
will be provided by the following:
Altar Society—.January and July
Pastoral Council—February and October
Finance Council—March and September
R.E. Board—April and August
Stewardship—May and November
Choir—June and December

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time — “..for whoever
exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who

humbles himself will be exalted.” Luke 18:14 Pride
and ego is the root cause of most of our sins. Think-
ing your time is so valuable, your talent is better than
anyone else and your money gives you status is an-
other way making those things “gods”™ before God.
Remember all those gifts were God-given. Instead
we should be humbled by God’s abundant generosity
and our hearts should overflow with gratitude.

30°domingo de Tiempo Ordinario — “...porque el
que se enaltece serda humillado, y el que se humilla
sera enaltecido”. Lucas 18:13 El orgullo y el ego
son la causa principal de la mayoria de nuestros peca-
dos. Pensar que su tiempo es tan valioso, su talento
es mejor que el de los demas y su dinero le da estatus
es otra forma de poner esas cosas como “dioses”™ de-
lante de Dios. Recuerde que todos esos regalos le
fueron dados por Dios. En cambio, deberiamos ser
mas humildes por la abundante generosidad de Dios
y nuestros corazones deberian desbordarse de grati-
tud.

R e e e RS ST T TR Es
ST. MARY’S GIGANTIC ANNUAL FALL
RUMMAGE SALE

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 02,2019-7AM -3 PM
CHRUCH GROUNDS, 8227 CR 205,
PLANTERSVILLE, TX

Something for Everyone. There is a $5.00 cash
admission charge between 7 a.m. and 9 a.m. for
Early Bird Shoppers. No Charge after 9:00 a.m.
Bargains Galore! Over 1100 families contributed
item during the past year. Food & soft drinks can
be purchased at concession stand. CASH, LO-
CAL CHECKS AND CREDIT CARDS ACCEPT-
ED. For more info, all the office at 936-894-22323
or visit www.smsj.org.




- — Summary Report OCTOBER 21. 2019
. L. Parish Goal: $208,632.00
\LGN”E- Our Faith, Our Mission | tqta) Pledged to Date: $98,153.00
— Paid—Undesignated $26,547.68 12.72%
Paid Over/(Under) Goal ($110,479.00)
% of Parish Goal Pledged 47.05%

Number of Participation 36
O kT T o o L b R R A R A R e T T B

“Moving Forward Together in Faith” Program
Thank you to all parishioners who have completed and submitted your Commitment Card
to the church. As a reminder, all commitments need to be submitted to the church no later
than Sunday, October 20 in order to be accounted for in the final Summary Report. Please
complete and submit your card to the church even if you are unable to make a change to
your current level of giving. For those registered parishioners not currently supporting the

church with regular offertory gifts, please consider a monthly gift to support the needs of

our parish.
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WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

Thanks for your participation!
Thank you for answering your baptismal call to witness for mission on World
Mission Sunday! Our parish offered $826.19 to the Society for the Propagation
of the Faith for the missionary work of the Church—a real blessing for the Mis-
sion! Please continue to pray for missionaries, and for the people to whom they

bring the “Good News” of Jesus. May God bless you for your generous mission-
ary spirit!

DOMINGO MUNDIAL DE LAS MISIONES
!Gracias por su participacion

iGracias por responder a su llamada bautismal para dar testimonio de una mision en el Do-
mingo Mundial de la Misiones! ;Nuestra parroquia ofrecié $826.19 a la Sociedad para la Pro-
pagacion de la Fe por el trabajo misionero de la Iglesia, una verdadera bendicion para las Mi-
siones! Por favor, continie orando por los misioneros y por las personas a quienes traen la ?
Buena Nueva” de Jesus. jQue Dios le bendiga por su generoso espiritu misionero!

Friday, November 01 is All Saints. A Holy Day Saturday, November 02 is All Souls Day

of Obligation. Parish Offices will be closed. There will be a 9:00 AM Bilingual Mass
Mass times are: 6:00 PM Vigil in Spanish on for All Souls.

Thursday, October 31st and on Friday

November 1st at 8:30 AM Mass and 6:00 PM

Mass both in English.




rowing in

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

November 2019

One Minute

Meditations

thirteen children, St.

Frances was born to

w Augustine and
3 Stella Cabrini in
Lombardy,
Italy. She was
turned away from two
religious orders because of
her frail health, so instead,
J she founded her own order,
the Missionary Sisters of the
Sacred Heart. In all, she
founded 67 institutions to
care for the sick and forgotten
in Europe and the Americas.
Mother Cabrini died in
Chicago and was the first U.S.
citizen to be canonized.

A roomful of friends

Learning about the saints is
like walking into a large room
full of strangers. You scan the
faces looking for a friendly one
who beckons you over. Find
ways to scan the sea of saints
looking for the ones with
whom you would like to
become friends.

“Since Christ

‘This is my Body’

who shall dare to

doubt that it is

his Body?”

(St. Cyril of
Jerusalem)

Christ Our Light Catholic Church and St. Stanislaus Church
Rev. Elias Lopez, Pastor

Count blessings with a thankful heart

Gratitude for God's blessings is that God will keep his promises. This

virtue helps us to place our trust in
God and receive his gifts with

one of the most distinctive marks of
those of us who follow him. An

© Copyright 2019 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

ungrateful heart leads to
dissatisfaction
and despair but a
true spirit of
thankfulness
restores
contentment and L
joy. November is a
time to count our
blessings as children of
God.

“Give thanks to
the Lord, for he is
good, his mercy
endures forever” (Psalm 118:29). No
matter how we stray, forgiveness and
mercy are ours for the asking when we
are truly sorry.

“The Lord is good to those who wait
for him, to the soul that seeks him"
(Lamentations 3:25). Hope is believing

gratitude.
“I can do all things in
him who strengthens
me"” (Philippians
4:13). The strength
we need most
doesn't begin in our
bodies but deep in
our souls. The fatigue
we feel physically
reminds us of how
quickly our hearts can
wander and fail. The virtue
of wisdom prompts us to
ask God to strengthen faith more
often than we ask him to strengthen
the body.

“And let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, to which indeed you were
called in the one body. And be
thankful” (Colossians 3:15).

Whyl_Do
CatholicS
Do ThatQ

Every family has significant
events to celebrate yearly:
birthdays, graduations,
anniversaries, Feast days are
the Catholic Church's
family events. Many feast
days celebrate events in the
lives of Jesus and Mary,
such as the Annunciation,
the Immaculate Conception,

Why do Catholics
celebrate feast days?

or Jesus’ Baptism. Other feast
days celebrate the saints as role
models of holiness (Catechism
of the Catholic Church (CCC),
#1173). Celebrating feasts
give us a break from
regular life. The Church
is a big family so there's
always something to
celebrate,

297046



rowing in

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

November 2019

Christ Our Light Catholic Church and St. Stanislaus Church

One Minute
Meditations

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini

The youngest of
thirteen children, St.

Gratitude for God'’s blessings is
one of the most distinctive marks of
those of us who follow him. An
ungrateful heart leads to

dissatisfaction
Frances was bomn to ;
; and despair but a
Augustine and o
T true spirit of
Stella Cabrini in
thankfulness
i Lombardy,
\ Italy. She was REHors
Y. contentment and

turned away from two
religious orders because of
her frail health, so instead,
she founded her own order,
the Missionary Sisters of the
Sacred Heart. In all, she
founded 67 institutions to
care for the sick and forgotten
in Europe and the Americas.
Mother Cabrini died in
Chicago and was the first U.S.
citizen to be canonized.

A roomful of friends

Learning about the saints is
like walking into a large room
full of strangers. You scan the

joy. November is a
time to count our
blessings as children of
God.

“Give thanks to
the Lord, for he is
good, his mercy
endures forever” (Psalm 118:29). No
matter how we stray, forgiveness and
mercy are ours for the asking when we
are truly sorry.

“The Lord is good to those who wait
for him, to the soul that seeks him"
(Lamentations 3:25). Hope is believing

Rev. Elias Lopez, Pastor

Count blessings with a thankful heart

that God will keep his promises. This

virtue helps us to place our trust in

God and receive his gifts with
gratitude.
“I can do all things in
him who strengthens
me” (Philippians
4:13). The strength
we need most
doesn't begin in our
bodies but deep in
our souls. The fatigue
we feel physically
reminds us of how
quickly our hearts can
wander and fail. The virtue
of wisdom prompts us to
ask God to strengthen faith more
often than we ask him to strengthen
the body.

“And let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, to which indeed you were
called in the one body. And be
thankful” (Colossians 3:15).

faces looking for a friendly one

who beckons you over. Find
ways to scan the sea of saints
looking for the ones with
whom you would like to
become friends.

Every family has significant
events to celebrate yearly:
birthdays, graduations,
anniversaries. Feast days are
the Catholic Church's
family events. Many feast
days celebrate events in the
lives of Jesus and Mary,
such as the Annunciation,
the Immaculate Conception,

“Since Christ

“This is my Body'
who shall dare to
doubt that it is
his Body?”

(St. Cyril of
Jerusalem)

© Copyright 2019 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Why do Catholics
celebrate feast days?

or Jesus’ Baptism. Other feast
days celebrate the saints as role
models of holiness (Catechism
of the Catholic Church (CCC),
#1173). Celebrating feasts
give us a break from
regular life. The Church
is a big family so there’s
always something to
celebrate.

297046



Descubriendo esperanza y gozo en la fe catdlica.

Noviembre de 2019

breves ;

Santa Francisca
Javiera Cabrini

La mds joven de
trece hermanos,
santa Francisca
nacio en
Lombardia,
Italia, hija de Agustin y Estela.
No se le permiti6 el ingreso en
dos 6rdenes religiosas por su
pobre salud asi que fundé su
propia orden, las Misioneras del
Sagrado Corazén. En total
fundé 67 instituciones que se
ocupaban de los enfermos y los
abandonados en Europa y las
Ameéricas. La madre Cabrini
murié en Chicago y fue la
primera ciudadana
estadounidense canonizada.

Una habitacion
llena de amigos

Aprender sobre los santos es
COMmO entrar en una gran
habitacién llena de
desconocidos. Se puede echar un
vistazo a los rostros en busca de
uno amistoso que nos llame.
Encuentren modos de echar un
vistazo al mar de santos

buscando aquellos con los que

le gustaria entablar amistad.

“Dado que el mismo
Cristo ha dicho
“Esto es mi Cuerpo’,
iquién se atreverd a
dudar que es su
Cuerpo?”

(San Cirilo de
Jerusalén)

. Meditaciones

@© Copyright 2019 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Christ Our Light Catholic Church and St. Stanislaus Church

Rev. Elias Lopez, Pastor

Aprecia lo que tienes con un corazén agradecido

El agradecimiento a Dios por las
gracias que nos otorga es una de las
caracteristicas mas distintivas de los que
le seguimos. Un corazén desagradecido
siente :
descontento y
desesperacién,
pero la gratitud
auténtica restaura
la satisfaccién y
la alegria.
Noviembre es el
tiempo adecuado para
apreciar las dones que
recibimos como hijos
de Dios.

“iDen gracias al
Serior, porque es
bueno, porque es
eterno su amor!” (Salmo 118:29). Aunque
nos apartemos del camino, obtendremos
el perdén y la gracia si lo pedimos con
verdadero arrepentimiento.

“El Sefior es bondadoso con los que
esperan en él, con aquellos que lo buscan”
(Lamentaciones 3:25). La esperanza

)

consiste en creer que Dios guardard sus
promesas. Esta virtud nos ayuda a confiar
en Dios y a recibir sus dones con gratitud.

“Yo lo puedo todo en aquel que me
conforta” (Filipenses
4:13). La fuerza que
mds necesitamos
no parte de
Nuestros cuerpos
sino de la
profundidad de
nuestras almas. La
fatiga que sentimos
fisicamente nos recuerda
lo rdpidamente que
nuestros corazones pueden
desviarse y fallar. La virtud
de la sabiduria nos motiva a
pedirle a Dios que refuerce
nuestra fe con mads frecuencia que le
pedimos que refuerce el cuerpo.

“Que la paz de Cristo reine en sus
corazones: esa paz a la que han sido
llamados, porque formamos un solo
Cuerpo. Y vivan en la accién de gracias”
(Colosenses 3:15).

¢Por qué
hacen eso los

Cada familia celebra cada afio
acontecimientos significativos:
cumpleanos, graduaciones,
aniversarios. Las festividades
son los acontecimientos
familiares de la Iglesia Catdlica.
Muchas festividades celebran
eventos en las vidas de Jests y
Maria como la Anunciacion, la
Inmaculada Concepcién o el

¢Por qué celebran
catolicos? ()| festividades los catélicos?

Bautismo de Jesus. Otras festividades
celebran a los santos como modelos
de santidad (Catecismo de la Iglesia
Catolica (CIC). #1173). Con la
celebracién de las fiestas
descansamos de la vida
cotidiana. Como la Iglesia es
una gran familia,
siempre hay algo que
celebrar.

297046



Creciendo en la Fe™

Noviembre de 2019 Pdgina 2

El amor nos puede hacer santos

Es una caracteristica muy catélica

admirar a los santos pero pensar que no podemos llegar a
su altura. Pero lo cierto es que fueron personas normales
que se convirtieron en extraordinarias por su amor a Dios.

Si ellos pueden, también podemos nosotros.

San Francisco de Asis empezd como un jovencito
rico y despreocupado. Dios tuvo que despertarlo
mediante una grave enfermedad para conseguir su
atencién. Durante el resto de su vida Francisco no le
nego nada a Dios. La recompensa es enorme cuando
amamos a Dios sin limite.

San Agustin angustié a su madre durante anos

A por su inmoralidad, su paganismo y su desprecio por la
santidad. Mediante las oraciones de su madre y la guia
de san Ambrosio, Agustin se transformé. Su amor a
Dios lo convirtié en un nuevo hombre.
San Ignacio era un mujeriego, le gustaban las
ropas elegantes y usaba su posicién para
evitar las consecuencias dE sus actos. Una
herida de batalla le impuso una larga
recuperacién durante la cual Ignacio sélo
dispuso de textos religiosos para leer. Se
enamord de Jests y dedicé el resto de su vida
al servicio de Dios.

de las M scrituras

Este pasaje evangélico parece contradecir
al principio la festividad en la que se
lee, la solemnidad de Cristo Rey.
Cuando pensamos en un rey,
pensamos en un hombre
vestido en todo su
esplendor, sentado en un
trono de poder y coronado
en majestad.

En contraste, Jestis en esta
lectura ha sido abandonado
por sus amigos, condenado por
politicos poderosos, sujeto a
terribles torturas y dejado por
muerto. No es ésta nuestra visién
tradicional de un rey.

Sin embargo es cuando Jestis es mas
poderoso. En este momento, cuando carga

Lucas 23:35-43,
el verdadero Rey

con todos los pecados de la humanidad y
nos devuelve a la gracia de Dios, es
9 cuando mds glorioso es. Es el
4 tinico rey con ese tipo de
poder.
Cristo no es un rey
terrenal: es el rey del
cielo, el rey del
universo. En el
Calvario abri6 para
nosotros las puertas del
cielo. Las multitudes se
burlaban de él y le
decian que probara su
divinidad salvindose. En vez
de ello revelé su divino amor
salvindonos a nosotros. Es el rey de
nuestros corazones.

P ;Quéesla
& "Comunién
R delos Santos”?

La Iglesia es una familia mucho mds
grande de lo que podemos imaginar. La
“Comunioén de los Santos” incluye a todos
los santos del cielo y a los que estdn atin de
camino al cielo. Esto
incluye a los fieles
bautizados en la
tierra y a las almas
del purgatorio. “Asi
como el cuerpo tiene

muchos miembros, y

sin embargo, es

; uno, y estos
miembros, a pesar de ser muchos, no forman
sino un solo cuerpo, asi también sucede con
Cristo” (1 Corintios 12:12). Esto significa
que podemos ayudarnos unos a otros
ofreciendo oraciones de intercesién y
sacrificios. Los santos del cielo rezan por

1 de noviembre - Dia de Todos los
Santos. En la Iglesia primitiva existia un
enorme deseo de celebrar a los martires
asignando a cada uno un dia festivo. Las
persecuciones a los cristianos eran, sin
embargo, tan horribles que no habia
suficientes dias en el calendario para las
conmemoraciones especiales. El papa
Gregorio IV designé el 1 de noviembre
como Dfa de Todos los Santos.

11 de noviembre — San Martin de Tours
(397). Patrén de los soldados, san Martin
fue obligado a alistarse en el ejército, pero
lo abandono para hacerse sacerdote. Fundo
un monasterio cerca de Poitiers, Francia, y

mds tarde se convirtio en el obispo de Tours.

23 de noviembre — San Clemente
(siglo I). Detenido por el emperador
Trajano por convertir a miembros de la
nobleza, el papa Clemente | fue enviado
a trabajar en las minas de Crimea. Alli
consold y animé a otros cristianos hasta
su martirio.

24 de noviembre — Solemnidad de
Cristo Rey. Dios prometié a su pueblo

un rey que triunfaria sobre sus enemigos.

Jestis es nuestro rey. Entramos
a su reino por el bautismo

y la confirmacién.

los que estamos en la tierra. Nosotros
rezamos por las almas del purgatorio, las
cuales rezan por nosotros (CIC, #947).
Dios es perfectamente capaz de ayudarnos,
pero nos implica
generosamente—incluyendo a los
santos—para ejecutar sus planes.

La Comunién de los Santos no es un
“club para las élites santas”. Es la red de
apoyo mds extensa, mds rdpida y mds eficaz
del universo. Estemos donde estemos, hay
gente rezando por nosotros, animdndonos
\ y ocupandose de nosotros.
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