OFFICES AND MAILING ADDRESS
510 Manley Street ¢« Navasota, TX 77868

Phone: 936-825-3920 * Fax: 936-825-7612
Religious Education: 936-825-1869
After hour emergencies: 936-825-3920

PASTORAL STAFF

Pastor Rev. Elias Lopéz

Grant Holt, Permanent Deacon

Gregory Jelinek, MD, Permanent Deacon (Retired)
Jeremy Trull, Deacon

ADMINISTRATION & BOOKKEEPER
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COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Carolyn Katkoski
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Susan Russell

SACRISTAN

Samuel Pry

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP TEAM

Michael Culver (Chairperson), Teresa Morales, Jason Kalkoski. Laura Quirino,
Gerardo Olguin, Sam Pry and Larry Busa

FINANCE COUNCIL

Leonard Busa, Teresa Morales, Ann Clark, Carolynn Katkoski

DISASTER RECOVERY PLAN
Deacon Grant Holt, Jason Katkoski, Mitch Kroll, Gregorio Gonzalez

RE BoOARD

President: Brandi Tejeda , Vice President: Jessica Herrera

Secretary: Teresa Morales, Board Members: Lucy Coronilla, Jason Katkoski,
Allyson Sweeney, Den Grant Holt

BUILDING COMMITTEE

Larry Busa, Danny Clark, Richard Krolczyk, and Joe Rangel

YOUTH MINISTER COORDINATOR

Jessica Herrera
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TIWAY 6« NAVASOTART EXA S
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday
9:15am - noon & 1:00pm - 5:00pm
Friday 9:15am- noon
Other times by appointment

Website: www.christourlight.org

SUNDAY EUCHARIST
Saturday Vigil: 6:00pm
Sunday: (English) 8:00am
Sunday: (Spanish) 1:00pm

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST
First Saturday 9am
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8:30am
Tuesday 6:00pm (English)
Thursday 6:00pm (Spanish)

ROSARY PRAYED IN COMMON
Tuesday & Thursday: 5:40pm
Wednesday & Friday: 8:10am
Saturday: 5:15pm
Sunday: 7:15am & 12:15pm

RECONCILIATION/ CONFESSION
Tuesday, Thursday and

2nd & 4th Saturdays 5:00-5:45pm

and by appointment 936-825-3920

RECONCILIACION/ CONFESIONES
Los Martes, jueves y el
segundo y cuarto sabado a las 9:00-5:45pm

y por cita 936-825-3920

First Sunday of Advent : December 1, 2019




Christ Our Light Catholic Church * Navasota, Texas

November 30 & December 01 , 2019
Under the Patronage of St. Patrick and Our Lady of Guadalupe

MONDAY, DECEMBER 02
No Mass
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 03
No Mass
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 04
No Mass
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 05
8:30 AM William 1 and Mary { Smith
6:00 PM* Domingo Resendez +
FRIDAY. DECEMBER 06
8:30 AM Spanish Legion of Mary, Lvg. & Deceased
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 07— FIRST FRIDAY
9:00 AM English Legion of Mary, Lvg. & Deceased
6:00 PM Vigil Mary Orlando ¥
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 08 —FIRST SATURDAY
8:00 AM Rangel, Torres and Baldobino Families
1:00 PM* People of the Parish

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTION

*Spanish

E-Mail Addresses for the Parish

To e-mail Fr. Elias.. fr.eli@christourlight.org

To e-mail Nelda: nelda@christourlight.org

To e-mail RE Board: reboard@christourlight.org
Christ Our Light web-site: www.christourlight.org

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

MONDAY, DECEMBER 02
5:00 PM  Spanish Legion of Mary, CH Cry room
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 03
6:30 PM ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE,CH
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 04
6:00 PM CCE PreK-5th Grades
6:00 PM RCIC, SPCC
7:30 PM  Choir Practice, CH
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 05
12:00 PM  English Legion of Mary, CH Cry room
2:00 PM  Liturgy & Music Work & Practice Time, CH
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 06
2:00 PM Liturgy & Music Work & Practice Time, CH
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 07
8:30 AM  Legion of Mary Yearly Reunion, CH
3:00 PM  Confirmation Workshop, SPH
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 08
Holiday for COL Faith Formation

BULLETIN DEADLINE TUESDAY 12:00 NOON
Announcements and or _articles are to be submitted in
writing to the Parish Office, or faxed to 825-7612 or e-
mailed nelda@christourlight.org.

Events, meeting etc. for the Parish Calendar are to be
submitted in writing to the Parish Office in advance.

AFTER MASS WEEKLY PULPIT ANNOUNCEMENTS
Deadline Tuesday, 12:00 Noon. Announcements are to
be submitted in writing to the Parish Office. The Pas-
tor reserves the right to pick and choose which an-
nouncements are made in this forum as there is a need to
keep these to a minimum.

Todos los anuncios deben ser presentados por escrito
en la oficina de la parroquia no mas tarde que los martes
al mediodia. El Pastor decidira si las noticias son de im-
portancia para ser pronuncia das.

P. GISTRATION

To our new parishioner, we welcome you to Christ Our
Light Parish. Please register at the parish office or ask
one of the Hospitality Ministers to help you. For
parishioners moving out of the parish or changing your
address or phone number, please notify the parish office,
825-3920.

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE, CHURCH
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 03, 2019

ALTAR FLOWERS

The Altar Flowers this past weekend
were in Memory of Cecil Wilde. The parish
thanks Dorothy Wilde

Rusn SADSI S SCNEMLE Ll
2019: 8:30 AM to 10:30 AM  Jan. 11,
April 11th, July 11th and Oct. 10th., 2020
PARTICIPANTS MUST REGISTER AT
LEAST 1 WEEK PRIOR TO CLASS.
To register please contact Deacon Grant
Holt at 936-825-6448 or Lucy Coronilla
at 936-419-9296.

DADUST

© 1.8 Paluch Co,, Inc.

April 26th, July 26th and Oct, 25th. For
Information, call Rosa Torres at 936-419-8974

S _must be completed
and turned in before Baptism Date. SCHEDULED Bap-
tism will be celebrated once 2 month at 12 noon every 3rd
Saturday following completion of the baptismal classes
the prior month and Fr. Elie has been informed in ad-
Yance. The Sacrament of Baptism is a communal celebra-
tion. Therefore, private baptisms are not celebrated here.

| —




PRAY for THE CONTINUING
2 Sl ES RECOVERY OR COMFORT OF
M the infirmed and homebound
members of our community. Jack

Baker, Jo Ann Clepper, Frank Crouch, Gilbert Druckhammer,
Liz Johnson, Juanita King, Mary Ann Knowles, Leslie Mills,
Leon Nowak, Victor Ostiguin, Leona Pasket, Angelina Peter-
son, Wallace Peterson, Lucila Rivera, Josh Sechelski, Dana
Sowell, and Krysten Sowell, Jessie Valadez, 111, Crystal Win-
kler.

Call the parish office when a member of our community has a
need to be remembered in prayer, 825-3920.

Also, if you have added a name to the prayer list, please call to
let us know when to remove the name from the list.

Thank you.

New Memorial Candles

$§ The new Candle Stands are electrical.

Anyone wanting to light a candle may do so by
pressing the red button and give an offering.
The candle will burn for 12 hours. Memorial
Candles burning for one year are $150.00
each. Come by the parish office to schedule and pay your
offering of $150.00 for your Memorial candle.

A ;’\

4 PARISH SUE RT
SU APOYO PARROQUIAT.
TRESASURE YOU HAVE

SHARED:

GIFTS FOR GOD — YOUR
TITHE RESPONDS

© 1 5 Paluch Co., Tne.

November 23 & 24,2019
(86) Offertory Envelopes/Loose Checks

and On Live Giving 4,557.50
Loose Cash 777.00
Children 81.75
Total 5,041.25
Maintenance Fund 50.00
II Collection, Campaign for Human

Development 729.92

DIOCESAN SERVICE FUND - 2019

Goal: $24,940.00

Pledged: $22,504.83

Paid: $20,539.49
Total Registered Families: 651
Number of Participant: 72

Percent Paid: 82.36%
Paid Over (Under) Goai: (354,400.51)
Pledged Over (Under) Goal: ($2,435.17)

In Our Prayers
We remember in prayer our friends and loved ones

in active military duty , both in and out of harms
way, in the service of their our country. Pray for
peace in the world and for our leaders.

SSG Jorge Aguilar, Jr., Alexander Cortez,
Jesus Cortez, SFC Antinia Franco, 1SG
Jason Malek, Antonio Magallon, Jose Rene Milan
Christopher Munoz, Javier Salinas,

Sgt. Kevin Seigler, SSgt Allen Thane

OUR HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS
FOR NOVEMBER

General Intention — Dialogue and Reconcili-
ation in the Near East: That a spirit of dia-
logue, encounter, and reconciliation emerge in
the near East, where diverse religious communi-
ties share their lives together.

We are inviting and highly encouraging everyone to
sign-up for our “P.E.R.A.” (Perpetual Eucharistic
Reparative Adoration). We are asking everyone to
devote ONE HOUR (at least) a WEEK adoring God
in the Blessed Sacrament—that is, only asking 168
parishioners to make adoration of God everyday,

24/7! We do this as a Parish Community in response
to the teaching of St. John Paul 11:

P.E.R.A. (Perpetual Eucharistic
Reparative Adoration)

The “Church and the world have a great need for Eucharis-
tic worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of love. Let
us not refuse the time to go to meet him in adoration, in con-
templation full of faith, and open to make amends for the
serious offenses and crimes of the world. Let our adoration
never cease.”
(Dominicae cenae, 3)
Please call Mary Rangel @ 936-419-9024.

THE CATHOLIC FAITH ON DEMAND
Web site is FORMED.ORG
The Parish Code to access the website is

There are 2 easy ways to connect to
FLOCKNOTE (pick one):

MVMZKF

Then register to create an account.
NGTE: Do not ase Moziila Fircfox browser.
1. Visit our church at: www.flocknote.com/
christourlichtchurch
2. Text SPOLG to 84576 from your phone to
subscribe to updates.
il




First Sunday of Advent
December 1, 2019

“You...must be prepared, for at an hour you do
not expect, the Son of Man will come.”
— Matthew 24:44

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Every 1st weekend of the month (Saturday Vigil
and Sunday Masses) blessing of all who have a birth-
day or Wedding Anniversary during the month.

_———_————-——ﬁ

PLEASE PRAY FOR VOCATIONS
) to the Priesthood and Religious Life
especially in our Archdiocese.

I tdddddddbbdd bbb
I MEMORIALIZING THE SANCTUARY CANDLE

If you are interested in memorializing the Sanctu-
ary candle, in memory of, in personal reverence and
petition or Special Intention for the week, stop by the

|.parish office for more information.

i I I —

ParishSOFT

Giving

SIGN UP NOW

Sign Up for Christ Our Light

Online Giving Now
Christ Our Light now accepts online giving. Par-
ish Soft is out parish’s online giving program. En-
roll at the link the below. It is secure and easy to
use. You will be able to use Parish Soft for normal
tithing and special collections throughout the year.
Apps are available, so your cell phones/tablets can
be used for online giving.

https://giving.parishsoft.com/d1?uid=chri510191
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: ?(% Reconciliation

Advent Penance Service, Tuesday, December 03,
2019 at 6:30 PM at Christ Qur Light Church.

MONTHLY REFRESHMENTS AFTER MASSES
Refreshment will be served after Masses the first Sun-
day of each month. The refreshments and service will be
provided by the following:
Altar Society—January and July
Pastoral Council—February and October
Finance Council-—March and September
R.E. Board—April and August
Stewardship—May and November
Choir—June and December

Ist Sunday of Advent — “Therefore, stay awake!
For you do not know on which day your Lord will
come.” Matthew 24:42 People who have had health
issues or near-death experiences generally have a great-
er appreciation for each day being a gift from God.
The rest of us usually take for granted that we will be
around tomorrow. But when you start to look at each
day as a gift, you realize all the little miracles that hap-
pen daily and grow in gratitude for all that we have
been given. You begin to see God’s active presence in
your life.

1 er domingo de Adviento — “:Por lo tanto, man-
tente despierto! Porque no sabes en qué dia vendri tu
Sedior.” Mateo 24:42 Las personas que han tenido
problemas de salud o experiencias cercanas a la muerte
generalmente aprecian mas cada dia por ser un regalo
de Dios. El resto de nosotros usualmente damos por
sentado que estaremos aqui manana. Pero cuando co-
mienzas a ver cada dia como un regalo, te das cuenta de
todos los pequefios milagros que suceden a diario y
creces en gratitud por todo lo que se nos ha dado. Em-
piezas a ver la presencia activa de Dios en tu vida.
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TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — All the peoples shall stream
toward the LORD’s house (Isaiah 2:1-5).
Psalm — Let us go rejoicing to the house of the
Lord (Psalm 122).

Second Reading — It is the hour to cast off the
dark and clothe ourselves in the light (Romans
13:11-14).

Gospel — Stay awake! Be prepared! The Son of
Man will come when you least expect (Matthew
24:37-44).

The Eaglish translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved




Christ Our Light Parish 2019 Christmas Wishlist
The items on this list are to enhance our liturgical celebrations by
giving Glory to God. Many of our liturgical garments need to be
replaced due to wear and tear. The old garments will be donated to
a mission church in need.

1. Marian chasuble for the celebrant  $1595 Donated: Thank You.

2. Purple chasuble for Advent & Lent for the celebrant
$995 i

Purple dalmatic for Advent & Lent for the deacon
5995

4. White and gold chasuble for celebrant

8 $995

' . White and gold dalmatic for the deacon

$995

*Please make checks payable to Christ Our Light Catholic Church

and write “COL Wishlist” in the memo. Send the check to the

w

RS s e ———

U

| Pastoral Office, attention Nelda Kurten, along with a note as to
which item on the list you would like to Sponsor.

Thank you for your generosity, prayers, and support!

Have a wonderful and blessed ADVENT season!




Summary Report November 25, 2019
Parish Goal: $208,632.00
Total Pledged to Date: $98,153.00

Paid—Undesignated $27,935.31 13.39%
Paid Over/(Under) Goal ($110,479.00)

% of Parish Goal Pledged 47.05%

Number of Participation 36
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IGNITE: our Faith, Our Mission

—

“Gratia Plena is a nonprofit organization that provides mental and spiritual health ser-
vices for mental illnesses, addictions, and marriage/family problems. All counselors are
Catholic an provide services in a way that is faithful to teachings, values and traditions
of the Church. Their closest office is near The Woodlands, but counselors are also avail-
able by video session. For more information, see their website at
www.gratiaplenacounseling.org call (832)532-0129, or email in-
fo@gratiaplenacounseling.org.”
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HOPEFUL EXPECTATION

Our liturgical year begins with the season of Advent—a time of hopeful expectation of the coming of
the Lord. On the First Sunday of Advent we look forward to the end of time when we will awaken to
the dawn of Christ’s new day.
Today we hear Isaiah speak of a day when God’s power will have brought universal peace and God’s
Word will have instructed all people, radiating God’s “light” (teachings) into all of human society.
Only when humanity walks “in the light of the LORD” (Isaiah 2:5), when all people desire to be in-
structed “in [God’s] ways” (Isaiah 2:3), will the world be set aright and our deepest longings fulfilled.
The reading from Romans calls us to “awake from sleep” for this final “day is at hand” (Romans
13:11, 12). Together this Sunday’s scriptures proclaim our Christian faith that Jesus is the One who
will finally come to fulfill God’s plan of salvation.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co
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ESPERAR CON GOZO

Nuestro afio litirgico comienza con el tiempo de Adviento, una temporada de expectativa por la veni-
da del Seior. En el Primer Domingo de Adviento anticipamos el fin de los tiempos cuando despertare-
mos al amanecer del nuevo dia de Cristo.

Hoy escuchamos a Isaias hablar del dia en que el poder de Dios habri traido paz universal y la Pala-
bra de Dios habri instruido a todos los pueblos, irradiando la “luz” (ensefanzas) de Dios a toda la ra-
7a humana. Sélo cuando la humanidad camina “a la luz del Sefior™ (Isaias 2:5), cuando todos los pue-
blos deseen marchar “por sus sendas” (Isaias 2:3), el mundo se enderezari y nuestros mas profundos
anhelos serin cumplidos. La lectura de Romanos nos llama a despertar “del suefio” porque la salva-
cion “estd mas cerca” (Romanos 13:11, 12). Las lecturas de este domingo proclaman nuestra fe cristia-
na en que Jesus es Aquél que al final vendra a dar cumplimiento al plan de salvacién de Dios.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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TIME OF PREPARATION — This life is the time of our preparation for our future state. Qur souls
will continue for ever what we make them in this world. —John Tillotson, Archbishop of Cantebury.

TEIMPO DE PREPARACIO — Esta vida es el tiempo de preparacién para nuestro estado futuro.
Nuestras almas continuarin siendo por siempre lo que hacemos de ellas en este mundo.
—John Tillotson, Arzobispo de Canterbury.




Legion of Mary
Redemptoris Mater Northern Curia

ANNUAL GENERAL REUNION (AGR)
bate: saturday December 7, 2019

(Eve of the Solgmnity of The Immaculate Conegption)
Time: £:30am

F; ‘e’ i
o ¥

Come with Come with
a dish to Family and
share

Friends

The AGR celebrations will commence with the Rosary at 8:30am,
Holy Mass at 9:00am @

Christ Our Light Catholic Church, 9677 Hwy 6, Navasota, TX 77868.

Social Gathering after mass, with music, food and games
All are invited; Active & Auxiliary members, Family & Friends.
Todos estan invitados; Miembros activos y auxiliares,
familiares y amigos.

Sacred Heari Church, 704 Old Montgomery Road, Conroe, TX 77301
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SUNDRY SATURDAY

Blessed are you

” ; our God (Isaich 52:10).
together. End with Silent o
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God is leading Isrgel Mary, Mother of Jesus, Take awalk together and to Christmes is the way In the southwest, glowing "Light." Today in %\ St. John of
in joy. (Baruch 5:9) said yes to God— so that see the stars tonight. to Jesus. Ask your family: | luminarias line the sidewalks Sweden the the Cross
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who believed. (Luke 1:45) Night sung just by candle | Together with your family,
0 i light and a special prayer W read Luke 2:1-20.

of thanks for Jesus,
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Light of the
World.

Written by Dina Strong. Art by Steve Bjorkman, © Copyright 2019 by ),_A.‘Mnmz.z Press, PO Box 190825, St. Louis, MO 63119, (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com 18-242




ALIVENT . -3,

Gad Comes Among Ufs s

More than just a memory of the past, Ad-  to live more fully in Christ. The rituals of . , ®* % o |
vent is a celebration of the seeds of our faith,  preparation at home and in church remind - RS .
the gift of God's grace gradually growing to  us that this special time of the year is more - - . o g
fulfillment in the world. Like the people of  than just a winter holiday. Miraculously '
ancient Israel, we long for the completion  born of the Virgin Mary by the power of . ;' . e 2

of God’s reign on earth. At the same time, the Holy Spirit, Jesus continues‘to  * *
we know that our redemption has been won  come among us through the sacra-
for us and that our sins have been forgiven. ments, Scripture and the Chris-
As we celebrate Advent in the liturgy of tian community gathered in

the Church, we experience the longing for prayer. May we experience the

Christ in our lives as we wait in a hope that is presence of Christ, the procla-
joyful because we have been redeemed. Just  mation of the Kingdom and the
as our world is in desperate need of God’s call to conversion this Ad-
grace, our own lives are in need of reform  vent season.

Flistory of Advent

Advent began after the 4th century as a time of preparation for
Epiphany—not in anticipation of Christmas. Epiphany celebrat-
ed the birth and manifestation of Christ by remembering the visit
of the Magi and the baptism of Jesus. At this time
new Christians were baptized and received into
the faith, and so the carly Church instituted a

4

»
40-day period of fasting and repentance. s e
b T ;ﬁ"‘:;-a_ -
Later, in the 6th century, Pope St. Gregory AT N L ol
the Great was the first to associate this W Y A £
scason of Advent with the com- PR R

ing of Christ. Originally it
was not the coming of the
Christ-child that was antici-
pated, but rather, the second
coming of Christ. &

By the Middle Ages the
Church had extended

the celebration of Ad-

vent to the familiar for-

mat we know today. The
carly weeks are rich with the
prophecies of Isaiah, reminding us to:
wait and prepare for the coming
Messiah. Later, the pace quickens
and we focus more directly on the

events leading up to Jesus’ birth.



ADVIENTO - :.

.
Mis que un recuerdo del pasado, el Adviento gracia de Dios, nuestras propias vidas necesitan me- _ * %
es una celebracién de las semillas de nuestra fe, jorar para poder vivir mds plenamente en Cristo. Los Yol e .
el regalo de la gracia de Dios que gradualmente  rituales de preparacién en casa y en la iglesia nos recu- . . : .
crece hasta lograr su cumplimiento en el mun-  erdan que este tiempo especial durante el afio es mucho ’
do. Al igual que ¢l pueblo del antiguo Israel,  mds que una fiesta invernal. Milagrosamente nacido dej ALY '
también nosotros afioramos la culminacién del  |a Virgen Marfa y el Poder del Espiritu . : S e 4

renio de Dios en la tierra. Al mismo tiempo,  Santo, Jesus continua viniendo a es-
sabemos que ya alguien ha ganado nuestra re-  tar entre nosotros por medio de los
dencién y que nuestros pecados han sido per-  sacramentos, las Escrituras y la
donados. Al celebrar el Adviento en la liturgia  comunidad Cristiana que se une
de la Iglesia, experimentamos el desco de que en la oracién. Experimentemos
Cristo esté en nuestras vidas mientras guarda-  la presencia de Cristo, la proc-
mos llenos de esperanza gozosa porque hemos  lamacién del Reino y el llamado
sido redimidos. Asi como nuestro mundo se  a la conversién durante esta o
encuentra desesperadamente necesitado de la  temporada de Adviento. 4

Lo Historia bl Adiento

El Adviento comenzé después del cuarto siglo como un tiempo de
preparacién para la Epifanfa—no en anticipacién de la Navidad. La
Epifania celebraba el nacimiento y la manifestacién de Cristo al recor-
dar la visita de los Reyes Magos y el bautismo de Jests.

Durante este tiempo se bautizaba a los nuevos cris-

tianos y se les recibfa en la fe, y por eso la iglesia

primitiva instituyé un periodo de cuarenta dfas de
ayuno y contricién.

L ]

Més adelante, en el siglo seis, el Papa San
Gregorio Magno fue el primero en aso-

ciar esta temporada de Adviento
con la venida de Cristo. Origi-
nalmente no era la venida de
Cristo-nifio lo que se antici-

paba, sino la segunda venida de
Cristo.

Ya para la edad media la Pt
iglesia habfa extendido la
celebracién del Adviento

a la forma familiar que
conocemos hoy en dfa. En

las primeras semanas abundan
las profecfas de Isafas, las cuales nos
recuerdan que debemos esperar y pre-
pararnos para la venida de El Mesfas,
Después, se acelera el ritmo y nos
enfocamos mds directamente en los
eventos que llevan al nacimiento de
Jesiis.
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Una forma de celebrar la venida de Cristo a nuestras
vidas es haciendo una Corona de Adviento para la
adoracién diaria en el hogar. Esta corona tradicional en
forma circular nos recuerda que Dios, como el circulo,
no tiene principio ni fin. Las ramas de pino en la corona
simbolizan nuestra relacién eterna con Dios, la fuente
continua de nueva vida.

La corona tiene cuatro velas, tres color purpura o violeta
y una rosada. El primer domingo de la semana de Advi-
ento, encendemos la primer vela y asf una vela adicional
cada domingo hasta la Navidad. El purpura es un color
de realeza, que refleja la majestad de Cristo y también
el arrepentimiento. La vela rosada, que se enciende el
tercer domingo de Adviento, representa el gozo. De este
modo, los colores de las velas ilustran el tema del Advi-
ento: la majestad, el arrepentimiento y ¢l gozo. Las velas
también nos recuerdan que la encarnacién ha transfor-
mado la oscuridad del odio y la maldad a la luz del g0z0
y del amor.

Que tu Corona de Adviento se convierta en el centro
donde se retinen todos los de tu hogar, unidos cada
noche durante esta temporada de celebracion, que
aunque a veces es frenética, también es gozosa. Y al cel-
ebrar con la corona de Adviento, incluyan los himnos y
canciones favoritas, lecturas biblicas y oraciones que se
enfoquen en la triple presencia de Cristo en el Adviento:
en el pasado, en el presente y en el futuro.

Oracion Fara Encendbr las

Sertor Dios de toda la creacion,
viniste entre nosotros como un bebé
en Belén hace mucho tiempo.
Ven a nosotros hoy
Mientras nos preparamos para celebrar tu nacimiento
y anticipamos tu venida
en medio de gloria al final de los tiempos.
Que la luz de esta corona nos recuerde
el poder de tu amor inquebrantable por nosotros
a pesar de la oscuridad, del miedo, la maldad y la muerte.
Quie todos los dias de nuestras vidas te alabemos.
Bendice nuestra preparacion para tu venida
Amén

"LAS ANTIFONAS DE LA O”

Las Antifonas de la O se refieren a los siete versos que
son recitados (o cantados) antes del durante las Visperas
de la Liturgia de las Horas. Cubren un periodo espe-
cial de la preparacién para el Adviento que se conoce
como el Octavo antes de la Navidad, del 17 al 23 de
diciembre. Estas antifonas forman la base del himno de
Adviento, “Oh, venid, O venid, Emmanuel,” al cual se
le puso muisica en Francia en el siglo 15.

Diciembre 17—0} Sabiduria, Verbo Santo que saliste
de la boca del Altisimo, tt gobiernas a toda la creacién
con un cuidado lleno de fuerza y dulzura. Ven y mués-
trale a tu pueblo el camino a la salvacién.

Diciembre 18—0/ Dios Poderoso y guia de la casa de
[srael, que te apareciste a Moisés en la zarza ardiente, y
en el Sinaf le diste tu ley: ven a librarnos con el poder
de tu brazo.

Diciembre 19—0/ Renuevo del Tronco de José, que te
alzas como un signo para los pueblos, ante quien los
reyes enmudecen y cuyo auxilio imploran las naciones,
iven a librarnos, no tardes mds!

Diciembre 20—Oh llave de David, Oh Poder Real de
Israel que controlas a tu voluntad las puertas del cielo:
ven, y libra los cautivos que viven en tinieblas y en som-
bra de muerte; y gufa a tu pueblo a la libertad.
Diciembre 21—04 Sol que Naces de lo Alto, Resplandor
de la Luz Eterna, Sol de justicia, ven ahora a iluminar a
los que viven en tinieblas y en sombra de muerte.
Diciembre 22—Oh Rey de las Naciones y Deseado de
todo corazén humano, Piedra angular de la Iglesia, ven
y salva al hombre que formaste del barro de la tierra.
Diciembre 23—Oh Emmanuel, Rey v legislador
nuestro, esperanza de las naciones, Salvador de los pueb-
los, ven a liberarnos, Sefior Dios Nuestro.

LECTURAS DE LA MISA PARA EL ADVIENTO 2019

IerDominge.. .o [safas 2:1-5; Salmo 122:1-9;
Romanos 13:11-14; Marteo 24:37-44

2° Domingo.............. Isafas 11:1-10; Salmo 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 1.7
Romanos 15:4-9; Mateo 3:1-12

Jer Domingo......................... Isafas 35:1-6, 10; Salmo146:6-10;
Santiago 5:7-10; Mateo 11:2-11

4° Domingo ..................................... Isafas 7:10-14; Salmo 24:1-6:

Romanos 1:1-7; Mateo 1:18-24
... Isaias 52:7-10; Salmo 98:1-6;
Hebreos 1:1-6; Juan 1:1-18

Diade Navidad.........................
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December: |

Now s
the Time

Paul reminds us
that our Salva-
tion is nearer
than we think.

Romans 13:11

Prepare a Way
for God!

What must be
cleared away so
God can come?

Matthew 3:1-3

Be Strong,
Fear Not

God comes to
renew you and
[Ilt’ \\"()rl(l.

lsaiah 35:4

Look for

a Sign!
Look around for
signs that God is
present with you

now.

lsaiah 7:10-14

Written by Steve Mueller. Painting of The Alba Madonna by Raphael ©

Jesus Will
Come to
Heal Us

Let us trust in
Jesus’ love for
LS.

Matthew 8:8

Do Not
Be Afraid!
Like Mary, let
Christ be born
;lg;lln n )'l)l]
today.
Luke 1:30-32

God Is Hidden,
but Near

Ask God to open
your eyes to
God’s presence.

Numbers 24:15-17

Reveal Yourself,
0 God!
God’s ways are
made plain so
you can have
new life.

Psalm 25:8-10

" TUESDAY

3 §t. Frandis Xavier § 4

(hange our Hearts,
Holy Spirit!

Ask God’s Holy
Spirit to trans-
form us.

Laiah 11:2-3

9 Immaculate Conception

Find
the Lost!

Notice those who B Ask God to give §

are left out and

include them in.

Matthew 18:12-14

Jesus Fulfills
Israel’s Hopes
All of Israel’s
llist()l'}' leads to
Jesus.

Matthew 1:1-17

The Lord
Is Coming!
Pray with Zecha-
riah to ¢ omplete
your Advent
preparation,

Luke 1:67-79

o RN W,

Daily Thoﬁﬁhts and Scripture Readin§§ to Plepafe tqr Christ’s Coming

Jesus Fed
the Hungry

What can we do
this Advent to
help the hungry?

Matthew 15:32

L

God Will Not
Get Weary

you strength to

. change your life.
. % ”

Lsaiah 40:28-31

Joseph
Accepts Jesus
Like Joseph,
let us decide to
focus our life on
Jesus.

Mazrthew 1:18-25

The Savior
Is Born

Rejoice because
God’s love is

revealed in Jesus.

Titus 2:11-14

J

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
StAmbrose (NI RN

Jesus Opened the Eyes
of the Blind

Open your eyes

Act on
God’s Word

Trust in God
is expressed in

our daily loving

Jesus Sends Us to Do
His Work Today

Do something
good today
£ )
without secking
thanks.

to notice those
who need lep
actions. today.

Matthew 7:24-25 DPsalm 27:1 Matthew10:8

12 ourlagyof Guadalupe 13

God Comes to
Dwell with Us

Sty M4 stiotnoftheCross

Follow God’s God Will Give Us
Ways! New Life

God has raught .
! BHE Ask God to draw

Ask God to stay us how to live
near i'lnd renew

with you today. in love and
’ ’ . your strenggh.
service. : -

Zechariah 2:14 Laiah 48:17-18 Psalm 80:18-19

God s

Nothing Is Impossible
Our Hope

for God!

Blessed Are You
who Believed!

Like Elizabeth
and Mary, how

When God

comes to us, our

Mary’s “yes”
makes God to be
can we share our

joy.

lives will change. one of us.

Psalm 71:5-6 Luke 1:36-38 Luke 1:39-45
“Advent is a marvelous time which reawakens in us
the expectation of Christ’s return and the memory of his
historical coming. I wish all of you a good Advent journey to
encounter the Lord. May it be a time of hope: to encounter the
Lord who comes to encounter us. Let us not resist when Christ
comes to change our lives, but to be ready to let ourselves be
visited by him, the awaited and welcome guest,
even if it disturbs our plans.” —Pope Francis
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Pensamientos Diarios y Lecturas Biblicas Para Prepararnos a la Venida de Cristo

IMARTES 888 C( % JEEVES VIERNES SABADO
Diciembre | San Francisco lavier l 3 _ | San Ambrosio ‘
El tiempo Jests Vendrd A Espiritu Santo, Cambia - Jestis Aliment6 los Pon la Palabra Jestis Abrid los Ojos de §  Jesiis Nos Manda A
ha llegado Sanarnos o Nuestro Corazon! Hambrientos. de Dios en Accidn los Ciegos. Cumplir Su Misin

¥ 2

A ) :Qué podemos Nuestra confianza AL - R
recordar que l enel: le Pidamos que ~ f§ ¢~<7° POCem en Dios se expresa '\EM_ s - i Hagamos fll‘%”
e el amor de el Espiritu nos  § ) it para ver al bueno hoy sin
HUL;SUL]{ h.ll\wltl(lﬂ IL’S[’[& PLH"J con f ) i cn nuestra vida
estd mids cerca de " Btetkmas: HERERITI, Adviento?
lo que pensamos.

), ace \ ~
Pablo nos hace Ctibiarine
hacer para los
hambrientos en . s . para ayudar al buscar recono-

diaria con accio- i =
necesitado hoy. cimiento.
nes de amor. .

Mateo 8:8 4 Isaias 11:2-3 Mateo 15:32 Mateo 7:24-25 Salmo 27:1 Mateo 10:8

Romanos 13:11
8 B 44320 el oo P snen
iPrepara Un Camino iNo Tengan iBusca al que se ha God WillNot = Dios Viene a Haitar g iSigamos el Camino Dios Nos Dara
Para Dios! Miedo! Perdido! l DiosnoseCansa =  Entre Nosotros de Dios! g  NuevaVida
;Qué hay que Como Maria, de- Tomemosen B Pidele a Dios que § o ) Dios nos ha Pidele a Dios
N et e e v : ; Pidele a Dios que R . ————r
arreglar para Jjemos que Cristo @ cuenta a los mar- | te de la fuerza ‘ e 1 ensenado como que se acerque
que Dios pucda nazea en nosotros @ ginados, ddndoles § para cambiar tu 5 (I“.L'( ‘ }f_”m-'f‘” vivir en amor y y renueve tus
venir? hoy. la bienvenida. vida. eicdla. servicio. fuerzas.
fsatas 48:17-18 Salmo 80:8-9

Mateo 3:1-3 Lucas 1:30-32 Mateo 18:12-14 [satas 40:28-31 ZLacarias 2: 14

1 i i 19 ¥

Se Fuerte, Dios Esta Escondido, Jesiis Cumple las José Acepta Dios es Nuestra iPara Dios, Nada Hay
No Temas Pero Cerca Esperanzas de Israel

iDichosa ti que
a Jests Esperanza Imposible! has creido!

; ; :(Cémo podem-
[‘I]]I[‘mdt) a José, Cuando Dios Bl $t-de Miits . e
centremos nues- : o ;

. , estd con nosotros, B hace que Dios sea Isabel v Maria
tra vida en Jesus. S ) C i
% nuestra vida uno de nosotros. compartiendo el
cambia, 20207

Dios viene a Pidele a Dios Toda la historia
renovarte a tiy al @ que abra rus ojos de Israel se ori-
mundo. a su presencia. enta a Jesus,

Isatas 35:4 Niimeros 24:15-17 Mateo 1:1-1; Mateo 1:18-25 Salmo 71:5-6 Lucas 1:36-38 Lucas 1:39-45

“Del tiempo de Adviento es un periodo estupendo que despierta en
iBusca iManifiéstate, iEl Sefior El Salvador nosotros la espera del regreso de Cristo y la memoria de su venida
un Signo! 0 Dios! Viene! Ha Nacido histérica. Les deseo a todos una buena jornada de adviento para

- P Regocijate encontrarse con el Sefior. Q_ue sea un tiempo de esperanza: para
Tricaiias para pﬂl't|llli' L'I dHGE tener un encuentro con el Sefior, qu!cn vu: ¢ a tener ulll encuentro
L‘(Hnlll(_‘ldl' i dL‘ Dios 5E Il;l con l‘{OSOII'OS. Que.m) pm‘l—gan.u')s resistencia cuz‘lndo Ciristo \‘Cflgil a
prcparuci('m - reveledis w c.l['n.hlar m..lt.'sfra:: vidas, mds bien que cs-tcmoslllstos para que €l nos
: e visite, el invitado tan esperado y tan bienvenido, aunque venga a
Adviento. Jestis. interrumpir nuestros planes.”

Busca los sIgnos Los caminos de

de la presencia Dios se revelan

L|L' I)I()\ L‘Ol'll'lg(} P‘“';g LIUL' lL'l]LZiIB
ahora, nueva vida.

—Papa Francisco

Written by Steve Mueller, Painting of The Alba Madonna by Raphael © Copyright 2019 by All Saints Press. PO Box 190825, St. Louis, MO 63119. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 18-249




DECEMBER 3

St. Francis Xavier, Priest

One of the original seven members of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits),
Francis was sent as a missionary to the East Indies and Japan (1540).
He spent his time preaching, instructing, baptizing and establishing
missions for those who were to follow him. He spent countless hours
ministering to the sick and.the poor, living with them, sharing their
food and simple lifestyle. His pteaching and example led to hundreds
of thousands of converts. He died on his way to China where he had
dreamed of evangelizing. Canonized in 1602, he is the patron of all foreign missions.

DECEMBER 4

St. John Damascene, Priest & Doctor of the Church

Born in Damascus, after a mostly theological education he accepted a position with the
- - . ruling Arabs, which he resigned to become a monk and later a priest
in the monastery of St. Sabas, near Jerusalem. The last of the Greek
Fathers of the Church, John was a renowned homilist (nicknamed
the “golden speaker”) and scholar whose summary of theology The
| Fountain of Wisdom, especially its Exposition of the Orthodox Faith,
greatly influenced later theologians. Named doctor of the Church
(1890), John was also well-known for his beautiful poetic prayers.

DECEMBER 6

St. Nicholas, Bishop

. Although we know little about his life, Nicholas became Bishop of
Myra in southwest Turkey (c. 300), was imprisoned during Diocle-
tian’s persecution (303-305) and attended the first ecumenical coun-
: cil at Nicaea (325). Famous for his pastoral care, the many legendary
stories of his charitable deeds (like a secret gift of three bags of gold
to a poor father for his three daughters” dowries) became the basis of
the gift-giving Santa Claus (a name derived from St. Nicholas). He is
one of the most popular saints in both the Roman and the Orthodox Churches.

DECEMBER 7
St. Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor of the Church

As Roman governor he mediated a disputed election for bishop of
Milan (370) and the people acclaimed him bishop though he was
not baptized. He excelled in law, literature and rhetoric, and was
a renowned preacher, teacher and pastor. He famously stood up to
the Roman emperor for interfering in Church doctrine and practice.
He also influenced the conversion of St. Augustine, whom he bap-
tized (386). He was named one of the four great doctors of the Latin

Church (1298).

DECEMBER 11

St. Damasus |, Pope
Damasus became pope (366) and
during his long pontificate Christian-
ity was declared the official religion
of the Roman state (380). Damasus
was an active builder and restorer of
churches. He made Latin the language
of the liturgy, spoke out against ma-
jor heresies in the
church and com-
missioned St
Jerome to revise :
the Latin transla- A s b 2

ions of the Bible ® Wi quum 2"
donsof he Bive & ey
or what subse- |

quently became known as the Viul-
gate. This translation later became
the church’s officially declared ver-
sion of the Bible.

DECEMBER 13
St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr

Lucy was born to a noble family in
Syracuse, Sicily. Secretly she became
a Christian to devote her whole life
to Christ. Emulating St Agatha, Lucy
made a vow never to marry and gave
away her dowry to feed the poor. Her
spurned  fiancé —
reported her to '
the authorities as

a Christian and ki
she was martyred. ' . [
She is the patron «%“”p A
saint of the city . = A

of Syracuse (Sicily) and of virgins. Be-
cause of various traditions associating
her name with light, she came to be
thought of as the patron of sight and
was depicted by medieval artists carry-
ing a dish containing her eyes.

G
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DECEMBER 14
St. John of the Cross,
Priest & Doctor of the Church

Born in poverty, at 21 John entered the Carmelites and was ordained
a priest (1567). With St. Teresa of Avila he helped reform his order
o oy and create the reformed (Discalced) Carmelites.

But his reforms were opposed and he was perse-
cuted and imprisoned for almost a year (1575).
Canonized in 1726, he was named a doctor of the
Church (1926). In his best-known works, /e As-
cent of Mount Carmel, The Dark Night of the Soul,
and 7he Living Flame of Love, John describes the

spiritual life as a journey of the soul to divine union.

DECEMBER 21
St. Peter Canisius,
Priest and Doctor of the Church
Born in Holland, he joined the Jesuits (1543) and worked in southern
Germany, Austria, Bohemia and Switzerland as a leader of the Catholic
Counter-Reformation. Noted for his scholarship
and theological insight, his preaching and teaching,
he developed popular and influential catechisms
for both adults and children. He established such
excellent schools that “even the Protestants” sent
their sons there and his courtesy and ]carning com-
manded the respect even of his opponents. He was
canonized and declared doctor of the Church (1925).

DECEMBER 23
St. John of Kanty, Priest

John was born in Kanty, Poland. After excelling in studies and being
ordained a priest, he taught theology and scripeure
at Krakow University for many years. A popular
teacher and preacher, he was noted for his simple
lifestyle and love for the poor, especially needy uni-
versity students to whom he was always giving his
money and goods. He was buried in the Collegiate
Church of St. Anne, where his tomb became and

remains a popular pilgrimage site. He was named patron of Poland
(1737) and canonized (1767).

DECEMBER 26
St. Stephen, First Martyr

His story is told in Acts chapters 6-7. He is the first-named among the
7 deacons (Greek: servant) chosen by the 12 apostles to minister to the

; " Greek-speaking Christians in the Jerusalem com-
munity. When the Jews accused him of blasphemy,
he eloquently defended himself by recalling God'’s
guidance throughour Israel’s history, as well as Is-
rael’s idolatry and disobedience, which he claimed
his persecutors were now imitating. Stoned to
death by an angry mob (which included Saul, later
St. Paul), he is the first recorded martyr of the New Testamenr and pa-
tron saint of deacons.

DECEMBER 27
St. John,
Apostle & Evangelist

All we know about the apostle John is from the
Gospels and Paul’s letters. Like Peter, John and his
brother James, the sons of Zebedee, were called
from their family fishing business to follow Jesus.
They were present at the transfiguration, the rais-
ing of Jairus’s daughter and Je-
sus agony in the garden, and
after Jesus” death were impor-
tant figures in the Jerusalem
community. Catholic tradition
identified the apostle John as
the author of the gospel, the gL

Book of Revelation, and the three letters of John.

But modern biblical scholars believe that the apos-
tle, the evangelist and the author of Revelation were
three different persons.

DECEMBER 28
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

Today’s feast commemorates the boys slain instead
of Jesus by King Herod the Great (Mt 2:16-18) to
eliminate the threat to his throne from the newborn
king. In contrast to the Magi’s T

welcome, Herod’s murderous
rage foreshadows the opposi-
tion thar Jesus will later meet,
culminating in his crucifix-
ion by the Romans. To escape
Herod’s massacre, the holy Wl e Aok
family became refugees in Egypt. This unique epi-

sode also echoes Moses’ rescue from the slaughter of

the Hebrew children by the Pharaoh (Ex 2:1 -10).

DECEMBER 3|
St. Sylvester |, Pope

Sylvester was elected pope (314) shortly after the
emperor Constantine’s Edict of Milan (313) which
for the first time granted the Christian religion of-
ficial recognition and allowed ;

public worship. During  his
21 year pontificate as formal
Church and state relations be-
gan to develop, large public
churches like St. John Lateran
were built by the emperor and
other benefactors. The first world-wide (ecumeni-
cal) council of bishops was also held at Nicaea
(325) near Constantinople to address the issue of
Jesus’ divinity provoked by Arius, although Sylves-
ter did not attend because of old age.
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Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

December 2019

One Minute

Meditations

St. Maria di Rosa /
Born “Paula” in
Brescia, Italy,

Maria di Rosa
was the
daughter

of a mill
owner and a countess.
Coming from a wealthy
family didn't spare her from
difficulty. She lost her mother
when young. At seventeen
years old, she left school to
work with her father at the
mill. During the cholera
epidemic of 1836, she cared
for the sick. In 1840, she
founded the Handmaids of
Charity to care for the
wounded during the wars.

Agent of change

True conversion is the work
of the Holy Spirit. Salvation
and faith are gifts from God -
gifts that are not ours to give.
Yet, believers are called to join
with the Holy Spirt to bring
others to God. When we have

a strong and personal

relationship with Jesus, we

can be his agents of change.

“Then the glory of the
Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see o
it together; for the
mouth of the Lord
has spoken.”

(Isaiah 40:5). o°

i

© Copyright 2019 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Christ Our Light Catholic Church and St. Stanislaus Church

Rev. Elias Lopez, Pastor

The joyful expectation of Advent

Jesus' birth at Christmas is real
and amazing evidence of God's love.
The priorities specific to this time of
year, however, can crowd our joy
and awe. Modeling St. Joseph's
preparations in the days
before Jesus’ birth can
help create a plan for
our own Advent.
Try these tips for
joyful
expectation
of our
Savior's
birth.

Create
silence. God
found the quiet he needed in St.
Joseph's life to speak and be heard over
the noise of the carpenter’s shop, the
needs of neighbors, the demands of tax
collectors. In the silence St. Joseph

created just for him, God was able to

work miracles.

Keep out the devil. When Joseph
found out Mary was pregnant, he
protected her from the evil of
malicious gossip and

isolation. He helped her to
make a God-centered

home filled with Love.
Although the devil is
powerful, he cannot go

where he is not
permitted. When we
stay close to the

Sacraments and live a

God-centered life, we,

too, keep the devil
out and make room for Love.

Look for him. Can you imagine the
joy with which St. Joseph expected
Jesus’ coming? We celebrate Jesus’
arrival in Bethlehem with joy. We can
joyfully welcome him into our lives
now. And, with joy we can look
forward to Christ's coming in glory on
the Last Day.

Why| Do
Catholics
Do That(Q

The Catholic Christmas is not
just one day but an entire
liturgical season. It begins
with the vigil Mass on .
Christmas Eve and ends on
the Feast of the Bapiismn of
the Lord (January 12th this
year). During the
celebration of Christmas,

Why do Catholics celebrate
Christmas after December 267?

we rejoice in the realization of
God'’s plan for our salvation.
God became man to save us.
Thus, the Church makes sure
we have enough time —

" almost a month — 1o
fully celebrate such a joyful,
hope-filled, destiny-altering

event.
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Open your heart to the Christmas promise

the Lord will offer praise” (Psalm 22:27). Peace
spreads more easily when all have enough. These
days the poor are everywhere and people are
struggling to hold onto hope. If we each make
our holiday charitable efforts a year-round
habit, perhaps the words of the psalmist will

This time of year reminds us of our hope for a
future of peace. But we cannot achieve this peace
on our own. We must open our hearts to the
promise of Christmas.

“One nation shall not raise the sword against
another, nor shall they train for war again” (Isaiah

2:4). Violence flourishes if the world accepts it as

inevitable. The world can change if the |

the Christmas Child takes root in our hearts.

Peace flows from hearts that love.

“The poor will eat their fill; those who seek

ove of

fromS :
cripture

By the time Mary gave birth to Jesus, St.

Joseph was used to following orders from

God without question. So when the
angel appeared to him in
his sleep urging him to
flee to Egypt, Joseph
obeyed immediately. He
trusted that God would
take care of him and his new
family.

Joseph’s unquestioning obedience is
remarkable when we think about what
the birth of Jesus must have been like.
Mary and Joseph had traveled in the last

stages of her pregnancy from Nazareth to

Bethlehem. Whether on foot or donkey,
it was a dirty, exhausting journey.

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23,
Trust God like St. Joseph did

Once there, there was nowhere to
stay except with the animals. After a
short time, they fled to Egypt to escape

danger, and stayed there
- for some years without
family or friends.
Through it all, Joseph

trusted God to protect
his family.

Being perfect didn't
shield the Holy Family
from experiencing pain

and difficulty much like
we do. Yet Scripture tells us that Mary
and Joseph found strength from their
faith in God and were guided by his
Word. We can do the same.

Feasts & ¥
Celebrations

Dec. 1 - First Sunday in Advent.
During this season, we anticipate
Christ’s coming. Catholics around the
world light candles in an Advent
wreath to signal the coming of the
light of Christ.

Dec. 9 - Feast of the Immaculate
Conception (1854). This feast day
commemorates that Mary was
conceived in St. Anne’s womb without
Original Sin. Attending Mass is a
wonderful way to celebrate.

Dec. 9 - St. juan Diego (1548). St.
Juan Diego was visited by the Blessed
Mother at Tepeyac Hill in Mexico. She

asked that a chapel be built and sent
him to the bishop with roses as a sign.
When the roses were emptied from his
cloak, it retained the image of Our
Lady which can still be seen today.
Dec. 21 - St. Peter Canisius (1597).
Born in Holland, he was ordained into
the Society of Jesus and worked
strenuously through his writings
and teachings to
safeguard the
Catholic faith
after the
Reformation.
His woik,
The
Catechism,
is still used
today.

come true.
“The virgin shall be with child, and bear a son,
and shall name him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).
This Christmas we can once again rekindle
our own sense of innocence and hope.

Q Why does the
& Church year
‘A Dbegin in Advent?

The Church has a liturgical year with
its own seasons that help us to mark
events that are important to Catholics.
However, the Church year doesn't start
on January 1, or even
on December 25 —
when we celebrate
Christ's birthday.
Instead, it begins on
the first Sunday of
Advent, the season
before Christmas,

Advent is the perfect season for new
beginnings. It's a season of preparation:
the King of Kings is coming! There are
three “arrivals” of Christ to prepare for
and celebrate: as an infant at Bethlehem,
at Mass in the Eucharist, and as the King
of Glory at the end of time.

In order to properly greet such a
Guest, the Church sets aside this time
for us to purify our hearts and souls.
Whether that means being with God in
prayer, attending Confession,
volunteering in the community or
cleaning house, Advent is the time for it.
The Church wants us to begin the year
well by preparing to welcome the King
who comes to “make all things new"”
(Revelation 21:5).

- Our Mission
To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Cathelic living,

Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http:/fwww.growinginfaith.com
(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from
the Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible}

© Copyright 2019 Success Publishing & Media, LLC




Descubriendo esperanza y gozo en la fe catdlica. Diciembre de 2019

Christ Our Light Catholic Church and St. Stanislaus Church
Rev. Elias Lopez, Pastor

La espera gozosa del Adviento

 Meditaciones |

Nacida con el nombre
de Paula en Brescia,
Italia, Maria di
3 Rosa era la hija
3 del

propietario )
\ de una will

fibrica de hilados y de una
condesa. La riqueza de su

familia no la protegié de las

dificultades. Perdi6 a su madre
cuando era pequefia. A los siete
anos de edad dej6 la escuela
para trabajar con su padre en la
fabrica. Durante la epidemia de
clera de 1836 cuidé a los
enfermos. En 1840 fundo las
Esclavas de la Caridad para
cuidar a los heridos en la guerra,

Agentes de cambio

La auténtica conversién es obra
del Espiritu Santo. La salvacién y
la fe son dones de Dios, dones
que nosotros no podemos dar.
No obstante, los creyentes han de
unirse al Espiritu Santo para
llevar a otras personas a Dios.
Cuando tenemos una relacion

fuerte y personal con Jestis
podemos ser sus agentes de
cambio.

“Porque aparecerd la
gloria de Yavé y todos
los mortales a una
verdn que Yavé fue
el que habio”

breves

(Isaias 40:5) o

© Copyright 2019 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

El nacimiento de Jests en Navidad es
la prueba real y asombrosa del amor de
Dios. Sin embargo, las prioridades
especificas de este tiempo pueden
dejar a un lado nuestro gozo y
nuestro asombro. Seguir el
ejemplo de san José en los
dias anteriores al
nacimiento de Jestis
puede crear un plan
para nuestro
propio Adviento.
Pongan a
prueba estos
consejos
para
esperar
gozosamente el
nacimiento de
nuestro salvador.

Creen silencio. Dios encontrd en san
José la calma que necesitaba para hablar y
ser oido por encima del ruido de la
carpinterfa, las necesidades de los vecinos y
las exigencias de los recaudadores de
impuestos. Dios pudo obrar milagros en el

silencio que san José cred para él.

No dejen entrar al demonio. Cuando
José descubrié que Maria estaba
embarazada la protegi6 de las
murmuraciones maliciosas y
del aislamiento. La ayudé a
crear un hogar centrado en
Dios y lleno de amor.
Aunque el demonio es
poderoso no puede entrar
donde no se le permite.
Cuando nos mantenemos
cerca de los sacramentos y
vivimos una vida
centrada en Dios,
también nosotros
evitamos la entrada del
demonio y hacemos espacio para el amor.
Bisquenlo. ;Pueden imaginar la alegria
con la que san José esperaba la llegada de
Jestis? Nosotros celebramos la llegada de
Jests a Belén con alegria. Alegremente le
damos la bienvenida a nuestras vidas en
este momento. Y con alegria esperamos
la llegada de Cristo en su gloria el ltimo
dia.

¢Por qu‘é_q

hacen eso los

La Navidad catélica no es un
solo dia sino todo un
tiempo litdrgico.
Empieza con la misa de
vigilia de Nochebuena y
termina con la fiesta del

Bautismo de Nuestro Sefior
(este aiio, el 12 de enero).

Durante la celebracién de la
Navidad nos regocijamos al

¢Por qué siguen celebrando
la Navidad los catélicos después
del 26 de diciembre?

darnos cuenta del plan de Dios
para nuestra salvacion. Dios se
hizo hombre para salvarnos.
Asi la Iglesia se asegura de que
tengamos tiempo—casi un
» mes—para celebrar este
aconiedinienio alegre y
lleno de esperanza que
cambia el destino de nuestras
vidas.
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Abran su corazén a la promesa de la Navidad

Esta época del afio nos reanima la esperanza por un
futuro de paz. Pero no podemos alcanzar solos esta paz.
Debemos abrir nuestros corazones a la promesa de la
Navidad.

“Una nacién no levantard la espada contra otra y
no se adiestrardn para la guerra” (Isafas 2:4). La
violencia florece si el mundo la acepta como algo
inevitable. El mundo puede cambiar si el amor del
Nino de Navidad se arraiga en nuestros corazones,

La paz mana de los corazones que aman.
“Los pobres comerdn hasta saciarse y los que
buscan al Sefior lo alabardn” (Salmo 22:27). La

paz se extiende con mds facilidad cuando todos tenemos
lo suficiente. Estos dias hay pobres por todas partes y la
gente tiene dificultad para mantener la esperanza. Si
convertimos nuestro esfuerzo caritativo de las
fiestas en un hébito de todo el afio, quiza se
hagan realidad las palabras del salmista.
“El Serior, pues, les dard esta sefial: La joven
estd embarazada y da a luz un varén a quien le
pone el nombre de Emmanuel” (Isaias 7:14).
Esta Navidad podemos de nuevo reavivar
nuestro sentido de la inocencia y de la
esperanza.

de las

;Por qué empieza

scrituras | Mateo 2:13-15, 19-23, Fiense

de Dios como se fio san José

Cuando Maria dio a luz a Jests, san José ya
estaba acostumbrado a seguir las érdenes de
Dios sin cuestionarlas. Asf que cuando el
dngel se le aparecio en el
suefio instdndole a que
escapara a Egipto, José
obedecié inmediatamente.
Confié en que Dios se
ocupara de él y de su nueva
familia.

La obediencia ciega de José es i
notable cuando consideramos c6mo fue el
nacimiento de Jesds. Marfa y José habfan
viajado en los dltimos dias del embarazo de
Maria desde Nazaret a Belén. A pie o0 a lomos
de mula, fue un viaje sucio y agotador.

Al llegar no encontraron donde hospedarse
excepto con los animales. Al cabo de un breve

tiempo escaparon a Egipto huyendo del

peligro y se quedaron alli algunos afios sin

familia y sin amigos. Durante todo esto,
san José confié en que
Dios protegiera a su
familia.

A pesar de su
perfeccion, la
Sagrada Familia no
se libro de sufrir
penas y dificultades

como las sufrimos
nosotros, Pero las
Escrituras nos cuentan
que Maria y José hallaron
fuerza en su fe en Dios y se
guiaron por su palabra. Nosotros
podemos hacer lo mismo.

.

Fiestas y 2
celebraciones

1 de diciembre - Primer domingo de
Adviento. Durante este tiempo litirgico
anticipamos la llegada de Cristo. Los
catdlicos de todo el mundo encienden
velas en una corona de Adviento para dar
a entender la llegada de la luz de Cristo.

8 de diciembre - Fiesta de la
Inmaculada Concepcién (1854). Este dia
de precepto conmemora que Maria fue
concebida sin pecado original en las
entrafas de santa Ana. Una maravillosa
forma de celebrar la festividad es ir a misa

9 de diciembre — San Juan Diego
(1548). La Santisima Virgen se le aparecié
a san Juan Diego en la colina de Tepeyac
en México. Le pidié que construyera una

capilla y lo envié al obispo con rosas
como sefal. Cuando desparramé las
rosas, su capa conservo la imagen de
Nuestra Sefiora que atn puede verse hoy.
21 de diciembre - San Pedro Canisio
(1597). Nacido en Holanda, fue
ordenado en la Sociedad de Jests y
mediante sus escritos y sus
ensefianzas se esforzo
por salvaguardar @
la fe catélica
tras
la Reforma.
Su obra, el
Catecismo,
aun se 1isa
hoy.

e —

&% el ano eclesiastico
R en Adviento?

La Iglesia posee un aio litdrgico con sus
propios tiempos que nos ayudan a sefialar
los acontecimientos que son importantes
para los catélicos, Sin embargo, el afio
eclesidstico no empieza el
1 de enero o el 25 de
diciembre cuando
celebramos el
nacimiento de Cristo.
Empieza, en cambio, el
primer domingo de

ﬁ' Adviento, el tiempo
anterior a la Navidad.

El Adviento es el tiempo perfecto para
nuevos comienzos. Es el tiempo para
prepararse: llega el Rey de Reyes! Hay tres
“llegadas” de Cristo para las que nos
preparamos y celebramos: como nifo en
Belén, en la eucaristia de la misa y como
rey de la gloria al final de los tiempos.

Para recibir adecuadamente a este
notable huésped, la Iglesia dedica este
tiempo a que purifiquemos los corazones y
las almas. Tanto si estamos en la oracién
con Dios, o vamos a confesar, hacemos
voluntariado en nuestra comunidad o
limpiamos la casa, el Adviento es el tiempo
adecuado. La Iglesia quiere que
empecemos el afio preparandonos para dar
la bienvenida al Rey que llega y que nos
dice: "Ahora todo lo hago nuevo” (Revelacién
21:5).

-~ Nvuestra mision
Proporcionar ideas pricticas que fomenten
la vida en la fe caidlica
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A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap i 4
puts on ADVERTISED clothes i o

drinks a cup : -
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
andthen . ...

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn't pay.
Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
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