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Christ Our Light Catholic Church * Navasota, Texas
October 17 & 18, 2020
Under the Patronage of St. Patrick and Our, Lady of Guadalupe

MAsSs SCHEDULE & INTENTION
MONDAY, OCTOBER 19
No Mass
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20
6:00 PM Marion 1 & Angie t
Scarmardo
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21
8:30 AM  Smith Family, Living & Deceased
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22
8:30 AM  Tony Wisnoski
6:00 PM*  Torres and Rangel Families
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23
8:30 AM  Gabriela Guillermina t, Luz ¥ and
Roberto Ascencio Diaz ¥
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
6:00 PM  Holy Souls in Purgatory
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25

8:00 AM  Stash + and Barbara ¥ Macjewski
1:00 PM*  People of the Parish
*Spanish
THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20
5:00 PM ‘to 5:45 PM Confessions, Ch
7:00 PM Bazaar Follow-Up Meeting, SPH

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21

6:00 PM CCE Grades Ist thru Sth—Group A
6:00 PM RCIC, SPCC
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22
12:00 PM English, Legion of Mary, CH Cry room
5:00 PM to 5:45 PM Confession, CH
7:00 PM RCIA Session, SPH
7:00 PM Spanish Prayer Group Leaders, SPCC

SATURDAY. OCTOBER 24

8:30 AM 2020 Confirmation Retreat, Pax Christi
Retreat Center
5:00 PM to 5:45 PM Confession, CH

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
8:00 AM Mass at St. Stanislaus, Anderson for
2020 Confirmation Retreat
10:15 AM  CCE, Grades 6-12th—Group A

The parish thanks Salvador
and Maria Tovar for the Al-
tar Flowers this past weekend
¢ for their Anniversary.

Words Worth Noting

Joy is the infallible sign of the presence of God.
—Pierre Teilard de Chardin

E-Mail Addresses for the Parish

To e-mail Fr. Elias...fr.eli@christourlight.org

To e-mail Nelda: nelda@christourlight.org

To e-mail RE Board: reboard@christourlight.org
Christ Our Light web-site: www.christourlight.org

BULLETIN DEADLINE TUESDAY 12:00 NOON
Announcements and or articles are to be submitted in
writing to the Parish Office, or faxed to 825-7612 or e-
mailed nelda@christourlight.org.

Events, meeting etc. for the Parish Calendar are to be
submitted in writing to the Parish Office in advance.

AFTER MASS WEEKLY PULPIT ANNOUNCEMENTS
Deadline Tuesday, 12:00 Noon. Announcements are to
be submitted in writing to the Parish Office. The Pas-
tor reserves the right to pick and choose which an-
nouncements are made in this forum as there is a need to
keep these to a minimum.

Todos los anuncios deben ser presentados por escrito
en la oficina de la parroquia no mas tarde que los martes
al mediodia. El Pastor decidira si las noticias son de im-
portancia para ser pronuncia das.

PARISH REGISTRATION

To our new parishioner, we welcome you to Christ Our
Light Parish. Please register at the parish office or ask
one of the Hospitality Ministers to help you. For
parishioners moving out of the parish or changing your
address or phone number, please notify the parish office,
825-3920.

Sacrament of Baptism Schedule

Engli aptism Class Schedule for
2020: 8:30 AM to 10:30 AM Oct. 10th.,
2020 PARTICIPANTS MUST REGIS-
TER AT LEAST 1 WEEK PRIOR TO
CLASS. To register please contact Dea-
con Grant Holt at 936-825-6448 or Lucy
Coronilla at 936-419-9296.

s Spanish Baptism Class Schedule for

2020: 3:30 PM to 5:30 PM, Oct. 25th.
For Information, call Rosa Torres at 936-
419-8974

© 1.8, Paluch Co, Inc

ALL DOCUMENTS AND FORMS must be completed
and turned in before Baptism Date. SCHEDULED Bap-
tism will be celebrated once a month at 12 noon every 3rd
Saturday following completion of the baptismal classes
the prior month and Fr. Eli¢ has 0 ad-
vance. The Sacrament of Baptism is a communal celebra-
tion. Therefore, private baptisms are not celebrated here.




. PRAY for THE CONTINUING
2722~ RECOVERY OR COMFORT OF

the infirmed and homebound
members of our community. Debra
Alwell, Sarafina Alo, Jo Ann Clepper, Frank Crouch, Elizabeth
Culmer, Herman Culmer, Eva Estrada, Liz Estrada, Lois Finke,
Liz Johnson, Mary Ann Knowles, Liz Kubricht, Glenda Law-
rence, John Lawrence, Dennis Leiber, Christian Mills, Leslie
Mills, Leon Nowak, Victor Ostiguin, Leona Pasket, Cecelia
Pearson, Angelina Peterson, Wallace Peterson, Irene Ramirez,
Lucila Rivera, Rosalinda Salazar, Josh Sechelski, Dana Sowell,
and Krysten Sowell, Jessie Valadez, I11, Crystal Winkler.

Call the parish office when a member of our community has a
need to be remembered in prayer, 825-3920.

Also, if you have added a name to the prayer list, please call to
let us know when to remove the name from the list.
Thank you.

New Memorial Candles

( ) The new Candle Stands are electrical.
Anyone wanting to light a candle may do so by
pressing the red button and give an offering.

The candle will burn for 12 hours. Memorial
Candles burning for one year are $150.00 each. Come by
the parish office to schedule and pay your offering of
$150.00 for your Memorial candle.

YOUR PARISH
SUPPORT
SU APOYO

PARROQUIAL,

TRESASURE YOU HAVE SHARED:

GIFTS FOR GOD — YOUR TITHE RESPONDS

October 10 & 11, 2020

(59) Offertory Envelopes/Loose Checks
On Live Giving, Mail Ins, & Drop Ins 4,793.50
Maintenance Fund 1,271.00

Thank you thank you for Mailing, Bringing In,
and On Line Giving your Offertory. Baskets will
not be passed during the Offertory. You will be
able to place your weekly gift in a basket by the
Baptism Font before or after Mass.

GIVE BLOOD
Christ Our Light Youth Group
Sunday, October 25 — 8:30 am—1:00 pm
Donor Coach
To sign up online please visit this link
https://tinyurl.com/y253udeS
EAT, DRINK, BRING L.D.
More information to come.

l‘ o‘ll P'amll

We remember in prayer our friends and loved ones
in active military duty , both in and out of harms
way, in the service of their our country. Pray for
peace in the world and for our leaders.

SSG Jorge Aguilar, Jr., Alexander Cortez,
Jesus Cortez, Spec. Alysa Flores Kelleher, SFC An-
tinia Franco, 18SG, Jason Malek, Antonio Magallon,

Jose Rene Milan, Christopher Munoz. Javier Salinas,
Sgt. Kevin Seigler, SSgt Allen Thane

OUR HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS
FOR OCTOBER

General Intention — The Laity’s Mission in
the Church.

We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity,
especially women, may participate more in areas
of responsibility in the Church.

#3% P.E.R.A. (Perpetual Eucharistic
Reparative Adoration)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament has
resumed on Thursdays throughout the
Summer following the 8:30 AM Masses on
Thursdays and will be reposed before the
6:00 PM Spanish Mass.

The “Church and the world have a great need for Eucharis-
tic worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of love. Let
us not refuse the time to go to meet him in adoration, in con-
templation full of faith, and open to make amends for the
serious offenses and crimes of the world. Let our adoration
never cease.”

Please call Mary Rangel @ 936-419-9024
to sign up for a time slot on Thursdays.

THE CATHOLIC FAITH ON DEMAND
Web site is FORMED.ORG
The Parish Code to access the website is
MVMZKF

Then register to create an account.

There are 2 easy ways to connect to
FLOCKNOTE (pick one):

NOTE: Do not use Mozilla Firefox browser.
1. Visit our church at: www.flocknote.com/
christourlightchurch
2. Text SPOLG to 84576 from your phone to
subscribe to updates.
I 1




Christ Our Light Youth Group

Sunday, October 25
8:30 am - 1:00 pm
Donor Coach

Contact
Nelda Kurten
(936) 825-3920
sponsor code: COLY

To sign up online please visit this link
https://tinyurl.com/y253ude5

*FREE COVID- 19
anti-body testing for all
successful donations!

**This test is authorized by the FDA only for detecting the

presence of antibodies against SARS-Co V-2, and is not
intended for diagnosis of COVID-19

{'}) Guif Coast Regional
N Blood Center

ﬁ.'tﬂ@

EAT. DRINK. BRING 1.D. @commitforlife | #commitforlife
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Twenty-ninth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Is 45:1, 4-6 | 1 Thes 1:1-5B | Mt 22:15-21

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

I took up distance running some years ago, thanks largely to
a group of friends who encouraged me along the way. We'd
share the peaks and valleys of our lives as we tackled rolling
hills. Those long runs come to mind when | hear Paul give
thanks to the Thessalonians for having “endurance in hope of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Paul here speaks of hope in Jesus - a
hope that has the risen Christ as its foundation, and is central
to the Christian life. When | think of what lies at the end of

a long run, such as water and blissful rest, and how grateful

I am for these simple pleasures, | cannot help but rejoice in
the hope that St. Paul refers to today. Our catechism makes
it clear: “We firmly believe, and hence we hope that, just as
Christ is truly risen from the dead and lives forever, so after
death the righteous will live forever with the risen Christ and
he will raise them up on the last day.” (989)

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

During a particularly challenging time, | confided in a close
friend over the phone. She didn’t just offer to pray for me, she
actually prayed with me on that phone call. | don’t recall her
exact words, but she called on Jesus to help me trust that
God would see me through. So often, it can be hard to find
the words to encourage others in their faith. When that hap-
pens, why not bring Jesus into the conversation? It may seem
awkward at first, but offering to pray with another person in
real time can be a powerful witness and encouragement.

As Christians, we don’t rely on “hoping” that everything will
work out in the end; instead, we know that our hope is in
Christ Jesus. As the catechism says: “Hope is the theological
virtue by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal
life as our happiness.” (1817) It doesn’t get much more direct
than that. Reflect on what “hope” looks like for us as Christians.
And then tell a friend about it.

DID YOU KNOW? The source of our second reading today,
the First Letter from Paul to the Thessalonians, contains the
earliest mention within Christian literature of the three theo-
logical virtues: “faith, hope and love.” Reread today’s passage,
and then read 1 Thessalonians 5:5-8. In prayer, we can ask God
to help us grow in all three virtues and show us ways to share
them with others.



Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 18, 2020

“Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar,
and to God what belongs to God.”
—Matthew 22-21

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Every 1st weekend of the month (Saturday Vigil
and Sunday Masses) blessing of all who have a
birthday or Wedding Anniversary during the

[ PLEASE PRAY FOR VOCATIONS I

| %%gto the Priesthood and Reli-

| Pray for. gious Life especially in our
Yocations =— Archdiocese.

++++++++++ttrttdddtddtt b4 I

MEMORIALIZING THE SANCTUARY CANDLE I

If you are interested in memorializing the Sanctu-l
Iary candle, in memory of, in personal reverence and
petition or Special Intention for the week, stop by the

parish office for more information. I
ParishSOFT SIGN UP NOW
Giving

Sign Up for Christ Our Light
Online Giving Now

Christ Our Light now accepts online giving. Par-
ish Soft is out parish’s online giving program. En-
roll at the link the below. It is secure and easy to
use. You will be able to use Parish Soft for normal
tithing and special collections throughout the year.
Apps are available, so your cell phones/tablets can
be used for online giving.

https://giving.parishsoft.com/dl?uid=chri510191
+++++++++++tdEr bbb
CELEBREMOS/LET US CELEBRATE
MISSALETTES

Missalette’s starting August 9th to
November 28, 2020 are available to
purchase for $5.00. Do not leave
them in Church. Take them home
with you, bring with you each week-
day or weekend Masses you will be
attending.

MONTHLY REFRESHMENTS AFTER MASSES
Refreshment will be served after Masses the
first Sunday of each month. The refreshments
and service will be provided by the following:
Altar Society—January and July
Pastoral Council—February and October
Finance Council—March and September
R.E. Board—April and August
Stewardship—May and November
Choir—June and December

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS

29th Sunday of Ordinary Times — “Render there-
fore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God
the things that are God’s” -Matthew 22:21 Every-
thing we are and everything we have belongs to God.
We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are merely
“stewards” of the gifts God has given each of us. All
God is asking is that we give back a portion of what He
gave us. This the essence of Stewardship. God should
be our first priority in everything. All else comes sec-
ond, especially our money.

Boletin de Mayordomia—Reflexiones

29° domingo del Tiempo Ordinario — “Den al César
lo que es del César y a Dios lo que es de Dios”. Mateo
22:21 Todo lo que somos y todo lo que tenemos le per-
tenece a Dios. No somos “duefios” de nada, somos
simplemente “administradores™ de los dones que Dios
nos ha dado a cada uno de nosotros. Todo lo que Dios
esta pidiendo es que le devolvamos una parte de lo que
nos dio. Esta es la esencia de la corresponsabilidad.
Dios deberia ser nuestra primera prioridad en todo.
Todo lo demas viene en segundo lugar, especialmente
nuestro dinero.

L L L L L L L L L L L L L L Lt Lt L L L.l L .L.L. .

FAMILY

As the family goes, so goes the nation and so
goes the whole world in which we live.
—Bl. John Paul 11

LA FAMILIA
Asi como la familia avanza, asi avanza la nacion

y asi avanza todo el mundo en el que vivimos.
—San Juan Pablo 11

We become what we love and who we love
shapes what we become. —Clare of Assisi




NAVASOTA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FIRST ANNUAL!
SCHOLARSHIP FUNRAISER GOLF TOURNAMENT

DATE: October 24,2020 — TIME: 8:30 AM Shotgun Start PLACE: Pecan Lake Golf Course
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: OCTOBER 19, 2020
For registration information, & details regarding Hole Sponsorship please contact:
Robert Wisnoski: 936-870-5125 / rwisnoski6é4@gmail.com
James Johnson: 936-203-5298 / jamesjohnsom@aggienetwork.com

ALL PROCEEDS GO TOWARDS SHOLARSHIPS AWARDED TO
NAVASOTA & ANDERON-SHIRO STUDENTS!
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October 18, 2020 Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

IN GOD ALONE

Isaiah speaks to us today of Cyrus, King of Persia, anointed by the Lord. God calls Cyrus by name and
leads him in service to the Israclites. In this passage we hear that it is the Lord who gives Cyrus his ti-
tle, who arms him against his enemies, and who opens doors and unbars gates before him. And God
does all of this so that the people will know that “I am the LORD,” and that “there is none besides
me”(Isaiah45:6).

Paul opens his letter with essentially the same notion—that in God alone we find our grace and peace.
Paul also gives thanks to God on our behalf, calling to mind our work of faith, hope, and love. And in
the familiar Gospel reading, Jesus tells the Pharisees to give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God

what is God’s. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

18 de octubre de 2020 Vigésimo Noveno Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

SOLO EN DIOS

Isaias nos habla hoy de Ciro, el rey de Persia, ungido del Sefior. Dios llama a Ciro por su nombre y
lo conduce a servir a los israclitas. En este pasaje oimos que es el Sefor quien le da a Ciro su titulo,
quien lo arma contra sus enemigos, y quien abre los portones, y no deja nada trancado ante él. Y Dios
hace todo esto para que su pueblo llegue a saber que “yo soy el SENOR,” y que “no hay otro” (Isaias
45:6).

Pablo abre su carta esencialmente con la misma nocién, que sélo en Dios podemos hallar gracia y
paz. Pablo también da gracias a Dios en nuestro nombre, recordando nuestro trabajo fatigoso de fe,
esperanza y amor. Y en la familiar lectura del Evangelio, Jesas dice a los fariseos que den al César lo

que es del César y a Dios lo que es de Dios. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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Pastor Al Padre Pancho

£ 2003 WLP 2 division of 1. Paluch Ce, Inc
£ 2003 WLP. & division of .5, Paluch Co., Inc.

“How come the host you get is so much bigger than the e PPor que recibio usted una hostia mucho mas grande
other ones, Pastor Al? Did you have it super-sized?” que las otras, Padre Pancho? ¢ Acaso tenia mucha hambre?”
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Part | of ii: Our Call as Catholic Citizens

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship is the teaching document
of the Catholic Bishops of the United States on the political respon-
sibility of Catholics. It provides guidance for all who seek to exercise
their rights and duties as citizens. As Catholics, we bring the richness
of our faith to the public square. We draw from both faith and reason
as we seek to affirm the dignity of the human person and the common
good of all.

Everyone living in this country is called to participate in public
life and contribute to the common good.! In Rejoice and Be Glad
[Gaudete et exsultate], Pope Francis writes:

Your identification with Christ and his will involves a com-
mitment to build with him that kingdom of love, justice and
universal peace. . .. You cannot grow in holiness without
committing yourself, body and soul, to giving your best to
this endeavor.?

As Catholics, we are part of 2 community with profound teachings
that help us consider challenges in public life, contribute to greater
justice and peace for all people, and evaluate policy positions, party
platforms, and candidates’ promises and actions in light of the Gospel
in order to help build a better world.

Why Does the Church Teach About
Issues Affecting Public Policy?

The Church’s obligation to participate in shaping the moral character
of society is a requirement of our faith, a part of the mission given
to us by Jesus Christ. As people of both faith and reason, Catholics
are called to bring truth to political life and to practice Christ’s com-
mandment to “love one another” (Jn 13:34).

The US Constitution protects the right of individual believers
and religious bodies to proclaim and live out their faith without gov-
ernment interference, favoritism, or discrimination. Civil law should
recognize and protect the Church’s right and responsibility to partici-
pate in society without abandoning its moral convictions. Our nation’s
tradition of pluralism is enhanced, not threatened, when religious
groups and people of faith bring their convictions into public life. The
Catholic community brings to polirical dialogue a consistent moral
framework and broad experience serving those in need.

Who in the Church Should Participate in
Political Life?

In the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and
participation in political life is a moral obligation. As Catholics, we
should be guided more by our moral convictions than by our attach-
ment to any political party or interest group. In today’s environment,
Catholics may feel politically disenfranchised, sensing that no party
and few candidates fully share our comprehensive commitment to
human life and dignity. This should not discourage us. On the con-
trary, it makes our obligation to act all the more urgent. Catholic lay
women and men need to act on the Church’s moral principles and

become more involved: running for office, working within policical
parties, and communicating conceins to elected officials. Even those
who cannot vote should raise their voices on matters that affect their
lives and the common good. Faithful citizenship is an ongoing respon-
sibility, not just an election year duty.

How Can Catholic Social Teaching Help

Guide Our Participation?

In the words of Pope Francis, “progress in building a people in peace,
justice and fraternity depends on four principles related to constant
tensions present in every social reality. These derive from the pillars
of the Church’s social doctrine, which serve as ‘primary and funda-
mental parameters of reference for interpreting and evaluating social
phenomena.”” The four principles include the dignity of the human
person, the common good, subsidiarity, and solidarity. Taken together,
these principles provide a moral framework for Catholic engagement
in advancing what we have called a “consistent ethic of life” (Living
the Gospel of Life, no. 22).

Rightly understood, this ethic does not treat all issues as morally
equivalent; nor does it reduce Catholic teaching to one or two issues.
It anchors the Catholic commitment to defend human life and other
human rights, from conception until natural death, in the fundamen-
tal obligation to respect the dignity of every human being as a child
of God.

Catholic voters should use Catholic teaching to examine candi-
dates’ positions on issues and should consider candidates’ integrity,
philosophy, and performance. It is important for all citizens “to see
beyond party politics, to analyze campaign rhetoric critically, and to
choose their political leaders according to principle, not party affil-
iation or mere self-interest” (USCCB, Living the Gospel of Life, no.
33). The following summary of the four principles highlights several
themes of Catholic social teaching for special consideration: these
include human rights and responsibilities, respect for work and
the rights of workers, care for God’s creation, and the preferential
option for the poor and vulnerable.*

The Dignity of the Human Person

Human life is sacred because every person is creared in the image and
likeness of God. There is a rich and multifaceted Catholic teaching
on human dignity summarized in the Compendium of the Social Doc-
trine of the Church. Every human being “must always be understood in
his unrepeatable and inviolable uniqueness . . . This entails above all the
requirement not only of simple respect on the part of others, espe-
cially political and social institutions and their leaders with regard

to every man and woman on the earth, but even more, this means
that the primary commirment of each person towards others, and
particularly of these same institutions, must be for the promotion
and integral development of the person” (no. 131). The Compendium
continues, “lt is necessary to ‘consider every neighbor without excep-
tion as another self. taking into account first of all his life and the
means necessary [or living it with dignity’ (Gaudium et Spes, no. 27).



Every political, economic, social, scientific and cultural program must
be inspired by the awareness of the primacy of each human being
over society.”

Subsidiarity

It is impossible to promote the dignity of the person without showing
concern for the family, groups, associations, and local realities—in
short, for those economic, social, cultural, recrearional, professional,
and political communities to which people spontaneously give life
and which make it possible for them to achieve effective social
growth.® The family, based on marriage between a man and a woman,
is the fundamental unit of society. This sanctuary for the creation
and nurturing of children must not be redefined, undermined, or
neglected. Supporting families should be a priority for economic and
social policies. How our society is organized—in economics and pol-
itics, in law and public policy—affects the well-being of individuals
and of society. Every person and association has a right and a duty to
participate in shaping society to promote the well-being of individuals
and the common good.

The principle of subsidiarity reminds us that larger institutions
in society should not overwhelm or interfere with smaller or local
institutions; yet larger institutions have essential responsibilities
when the more local institutions cannot adequately protect human
dignity, meet human needs, and advance the common good.’

The Common Good

The common good is comprised of “the sum total of social conditions
which allow people, either as groups or as individuals, to reach their
fulilment more fully and more easily.”

Human dignity is respected and the common good is fostered only
if human rights are protected and basic responsibilities are met.
Every human being has a right to life, a right to religious freedom, and
a right to have access to those things required for human decency—
food and shelter, education and employment, health care and hous-
ing. Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities—to
ourselves, to our families, and to the larger society.

The economy must serve people, not the other way around. An
economic system must serve the dignity of the human person and
the common good by respecting the dignity of work and protecting
the rights of workers. Economic justice calls for decent work at fair,
living wages, a broad and fair legalization program with a path to cit-
izenship for immigrant workers, and the opportunity for all people to
work together for the common good through their work, ownership,
enterprise, investment, participation in unions, and other forms of
economic activity. Workers also have responsibilities—to provide a
fair day’s work for a fair day's pay, to treat employers and coworkers
with respect, and to carry out their work in ways that contribute to
the common good. Workers, employers, and unions should not only
advance their own interests but also work together to advance eco-
nomic justice and the well-being of all.

We have a duty to care for God’s creation, which Pope Francis
refers to in Laudato Si’ as “our common home.” We all are called
to be careful stewards of God’s creation and to ensure a safe and
hospitable environment for vulnerable human beings now and in
the future. Pope Francis, consistent with St. John Paul 11 and Pope
Benedict XVI (World Day of Peace Message, 1990 and 2010), has
lifted up pollution, climate change, lack of access to clean water, and
the loss of biodiversity as particular challenges. Pope Francis speaks
of an “ecological debt” (no. 51) owed by wealthier nations to devel-
oping nations. And he calls all of us to an “ecological conversion”
(no. 219), by which “the effects of [our] encounter with Jesus Christ

become evident in [our] relationship with the world around [us]"."

Indeed, this concern with “natural ecology” is an indispensable part of

the broader “human ecology,” which encompasses not only material
but moral and social dimensions as well.

Solidarity

Solidarity is “a firm and persevering determination to commit oneself
to . .. the good of all and of each individual, because we are all really
responsible for all.” It is found in “a commitment to the good of one’s
neighbor with the readiness, in the Gospel sense, to ‘lose oneself’ for
the sake of the other instead of exploiting him, and to ‘serve him’
instead of oppressing him for one’s own advantage.”""

We are one human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic,
economic, and ideological differences. Our Catholic commitment
to solidarity requires that we pursue justice, eliminate racism, end
human trafficking, protect human rights, seek peace, and avoid the
use of force except as a necessary last resort.

In a special way, our solidarity must find expression in the prefer-
ential option for the poor and vulnerable. A moral test for society is
how we treat the weakest among us—the unbom, those dealing with
disabilities or terminal illness, the poor, and the marginalized.

Conclusion

In light of Catholic teaching, the bishops vigorously repeat their call

for a renewed politics that focuses on moral principles, the promotion
of human life and dignity, and the pursuit of the common good. Polit-
ical participation in this spirit reflects not only the social teaching of

our Church but the best traditions of our nation.

Notes

I Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 1913-15.

2 Gaudete et Exsultate, no. 25,

3 Ewangelii Gaudium, no. 221

4 These principles are drawn from a rich tradition more fully described in the
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church from the Pontifical Council
for Justice and Peace (Washington, DC: United States Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops, 20053), no. 160. For more information on these principles, see
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 2016, nos. 40ff.

5 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 132. This summary

represents only a few highlights from the fuller treatment of the human

person in the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. For the fuller

treatment, see especially nos. 124-159 where many other important aspects

of human dignity are treated.

Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 185.

Centesimus Annus, no. 48; Dignitatis Humanae, nos. 4-6.

Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 164

Laudato Si’, no. 77.

Laudato Si’, no. 217.

Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 193. (See Mt 10:40-42,

20:25; Mk 10:42-45; Lk 22:25-27)

— = O 00 ~3 O\

[l =

Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC.
All rights reserved.

Quotes from the Compendium on the Social Doctrine of the Church, copyright © 2004,
Libreria Edirrice Vaucana (LEV), Vatican City State. Used with permission. All

rights reserved.

SES CoA, CQuotes from Evangelii Gaudium, Laudato Si', and Gaudete et Exsultate
‘ copyright © 2013, 2015, 2018, Libreria Editrice Varticana (LEV),
Vatican City State. Used with permission. All rights reserved.

‘N '@

ISBN: 978-1-30137-545-2
)""Ouc 5\5

Publication No. 7-545




El reto de formar la
conciencia para ser
ciudadanos fieles

FORMANDO A
LA CONCIENCIA

CIUDADANOS
FIELES

Parte | de Ii: Nuestro Ilamado como cludadanos catolicos

Este hreve documento es la Primera parte de un resumen de la refl

Farmando la conciencia para ser ciudadanos fieles es el documento de
ensefianza de los Obispos Catélicos de los Estados Unidos sobre la
responsabilidad politica de los catélicos. Brinda orientacién a todos los
que buscan ejercer sus derechos y obligaciones como ciudadanos. Como
catélicos, llevamos la riqueza de nuestra fe al ambito publico. Nos basa-
mos tanto en la fe como en la razén al buscar afirmar la dignidad de la
persona humana y el bien comiin.

Todos los que viven en este pais estdn llamados a participar en
la vida piblica y contribuir al bien comin.! En “Alegraos y regoci-
jaos"[Gaudete et exsultate], el Papa Francisco escribe:

“Tu idenrificacién con Cristo y sus deseos, implica el empefio
por construir, con El, ese reino de amor, justicia y paz para
todos... No re sanrificards sin entregarte en cuerpo y alma para
dar lo mejor de ti en ese empefio.’

Como catélicos, somos parte de una comunidad con profundas
ensefianzas que nos ayudan a considerar los retos en la vida piblica,
contribuir a una mayor justicia y paz para todas las personas, y eval-
uar las posturas politicas, los programas de los partidos politicos y las
promesas y acciones de los candidatos a la luz del Evangelio para ayudar
a construir un mundo mejor.

¢POR QUE ENSENA LA IGLESIA SOBRE
CUESTIONES QUE AFECTAN A LA
POLITICA PUBLICA?

La obligacién de la Iglesia de participar en la formacion del cardcter
moral de la sociedad es un requisito de nuestra fe, una parte de la mis-
i6n que hemos recibido de Jesucristo. Como personas de fe y como seres
racionales, los catélicos estamos |lamados a llevar la verdad a la vida
politica y practicar el mandamiento de Cristo de “que se amen los unos
a los otros” (Jn 13:34).

La Constitucion de los Estados Ugidos protege el derecho de cada
creyente y de cada institucién religiosa a anunciar y vivir su fe sin interfer-
encias gubernamentales, favoritismos o discriminacién. La ley civil deberfa
reconocer y proteger el derecho y la responsabilidad de la Iglesia de partic-
ipar en la sociedad sin abandonar sus convicciones morales. La tradicion
pluralista de nuestra nacién se ve reforzada, v no amenazada, cuando los
grupos religiosos y las personas de fe llevan sus convicciones a la vida
publica. La comunidad catélica aporta al didlogo politico un marco moral
coherente y amplia experiencia de servicio a los necesitados.

¢QUIEN EN LA IGLESIA DEBEBiA
PARTICIPAR EN LA VIDA POLITICA?

En la tradicién catdlica, ser ciudadanos responsables es una virtud, y la
participacién en la vida politica es una obligacién moral. Como ciu-
dadanos deberfamos ser guiados mas por nuestras convicciones morales
que por nuestro apego a un partido politico o grupo con intereses
especiales. En el ambiente de hoy en dia, los catélicos pueden sentirse
desamparados politicamente, percibiendo que ningiin partido politico
¥ muy pocos candidatos comparten plenamente nuUestro cCompromiso
integral con la vida y dignidad humanas. Esto no debe desanimarnos.
Por el contrario, hace mds urgente nuestra obligacién de actuar. Los

| s de los Estados Unidos, Formando la conciencia para ser

danos fieles, que complementa la ensenanza de los obispos en las didcesis y las conferencias estatales de obispos catolicos

laicos catélicos necesitan actuar segiin los principios morales de la
Iglesia e involucrarse més: presentandose como candidatos, trabajando
dentro de los partidos politicos y transmitiendo sus preocupaciones a
quienes ocupan funciones publicas. Incluso quienes no pueden vorar
deben hacer oir sus voces respecto a cuestiones que afectan su vida y el
hien comin. Ser ciudadanos fieles es una responsabilidad permanente,
no un deber sélo durante los afios de elecciones.

f,COIyIO PUEDE LA DOCTRINA SOCIAL
CATOLICA AYUDAR A GUIAR NUESTRA
PARTICIPACION?

En palabras del papa Francisco, “para avanzar en esta construccion de
un pueblo en paz, justicia y fraternidad, hay cuatro principios relacio-
nados con tensiones bipolares propias de toda realidad social. Brotan
de los grandes postulados de la Doctrina Social de la Iglesia, los cuales
constituyen ‘el primer y fundamental pardmetro de referencia para la
interpretacién y la valoracién de los fenémenos sociales™.* Los cuatro
principios son la dignidad de la persona humana, el bien coman, la sub-
sidiariedad y la solidaridad. Tomados en conjunto, estos principios pro-
porcionan un marco moral para la participacién catélica en el fomento
de lo que hemos denominado una “ética uniforme hacia la vida” (Vivir
el Evangelio de la Vida, no. 23).

Entendida correctamente, esta ética ni trata todas las cuestiones
como equivalentes moralmente ni reduce la doctrina catélica a una
o dos cuestiones. Ancla el compromiso catélico de defender la vida
humana y otros derechos humanos, desde la concepcién hasta la
muerte natural, a la obligacién moral fundamental de resperar la digni-
dad de cada persona como hijo o hija de Dios.

Los votantes catélicos deberfan usar la doctrina catélica para
examinar las posiciones de los candidatos respecto a las cuestiones, y
deberian considerar la integridad, filosofia y desempefio de los candi-
datos. Es importante que todos los ciudadanos “vayan mas all4 de la
politica partidista, que analicen las promesas de la campafias con un o0jo
critico y que escojan sus dirigentes politicos segin su principio, no su
ahliacién politica o el interés propio” (Vivir el Evangelio de la Vida, no.
34). El siguiente resumen de los cuatro principios resalta varios temas
de la doctrina social catélica para una consideracién especial: derechos
humanos y responsabilidades, respeto por el trabajo y los derechos de
los trabajadores, cuidado de la creacién de Dios y la opcién preferen-
cial por los pobres y vulnerables.*

La dignidad de la persona humana

La vida humana es sagrada porque cada persona es creada a imagen

y semejanza de Dios. Hay una rica v multifacérica doctrina catélica
sobre la dignidad humana que se resume en el Compendio de la doctrina
social de la Iglesia. Cada persona “debe ser comprendida siempre en su
irrepetible e insuprimible singularidad. . . . Esto impone, ante todo, no sélo
la exigencia del simple respeto por parte de todos, y especialmente de
las instituciones politicas y sociales y de sus responsables, en relacion
a cada hombre de este mundo, sino que ademds, y en mayor medida,
comporta que el primer compromiso de cada uno hacia el orro, y sobre
todo de estas mismas instituciones, se debe situar en la promocion del
desarrollo integral de la persona” (no. 131). Contintia el Compendio,
“El respeto de la dignidad humana no puede absolutamente prescindir



de la obediencia al principio de ‘considerar al préjimo como otro yo,
cuidando en primer lugar de su vida y de los medios necesarios para
vivirla dignamente’ (Gaudium et Spes, no. 27). Es preciso que todos los
programas sociales, cientificos y culturales, estén presididos por la con-
ciencia del primado de cada ser humano”.?

Subsidiariedad
Es imposible promover la dignidad de la persona si no se cuidan la
familia, los grupos, las asociaciones, las realidades territoriales locales,
en suma, aquellas comunidades de ripo econémico, social, cultural,
recreativo, profesional, politico a las que las personas dan vida espontin-
eamente y que hacen posible su efectivo crecimiento social.® La famnilia,
fundada en el matrimonio entre un hombre y una mujer, es la unidad
fundamental de la sociedad. Este santuario para la creacién v crianza de
los nirios no debe ser redefinido, socavado o descuidado. Apoyar a las
familias debe ser una prioridad de las politicas econémicas y sociales. La
forma en que nuestra sociedad se organiza —en la economia y la politica,
en la legislacion y en las politicas piblicas— afecta el bienestar de los
individuos y de la sociedad. Cada persona y cada asociacién rienen el
derecho y el deber de participar en la formacién de la sociedad para pro-
mover el bienestar de los individuos y el bien comdn.

El principio de subsidiariedad nos recuerda que las instituciones
mds grandes de la sociedad no deberfan abrumar o interferir con
las instituciones mds pequefias o de cardcter local; sin embargo, las
instituciones mds grandes tienen responsabilidades esenciales cuando
las instituciones mds locales no pueden adecuadamente proteger la
dignidad humana, responder a las necesidades humanas y promover el

bien comiin.”

El bien comin

El bien comin estd compuesto por “el conjunto de condiciones de la
vida social que hacen posible a las asociaciones y a cada uno de sus
miembros el logro m4s pleno y mas fécil de la propia perfeccion”.®

La dignidad humana es respetada y el bien comin promovido sélo si se
protegen los derechos humanos y se cumplen las responsabilidades basi-
cas. Cada ser humano tiene el derecho a la vida, el derecho a la libertad
religiosa y el derecho a tener acceso a aquellas cosas que requiere la decen-
cia humana: alimento y albergue, educacién y trabajo, cuidado médico y
vivienda. A estos derechos les corresponden obligaciones y responsabili-
dades, para con los demds, nuestras familias y la sociedad en general.

La economia debe estar al servicio de la gente y no al contrario.

Un sistema econémico debe servir a la dignidad de la persona humana
y al bien comiin mediante el respeto de la dignidad del trabajo y la
proteccién de los derechos de los trabajadores. La justicia econémica
exige un trabajo decente con salarios justos y dignos, un programa de
legalizacion amplio y justo que ofrezca un camino a la ciudadania a los
trabajadores inmigrantes, y la oportunidad para que todas las personas
trabajen juntas por el bien comtn a través de su trabajo, propiedad,
iniciativa, inversion, participacion en sindicatos y otras formas de
actividad econémica. Los trabajadores también tienen responsabili-
dades: realizar el trabajo que corresponde a un salario justo, tratar con
respeto a los empleadores y comparieros de trabajo y llevar a cabo su
trabajo de tal manera que contribuya al bien comn. Los trabajadores,
los empleadores y los sindicatos deberfan no sélo promover sus propios
intereses, sino también trabajar juntos para promover la justicia
econdmica y el bienestar de todos.

Tenemos el deber de cuidar la creacién de Dios, o como el papa
Francisco se refiere a ella en Laudato Si', “nuestra casa comdn”.® Todos
estamos [lamados a cuidar responsablemente de la creacion de Dios y
asegurar un ambiente seguro y hospitalario para los seres humanos vul-
nerables ahora y en el futuro. El papa Francisco, en coherencia con San
Juan Pablo [I y con el papa Benedicto XVI (Mensajes para la Jornada
Mundial de la Paz en 1990 y 2010), ha destacado la contaminacién,
el cambio climdtico, la falta de acceso al agua potable y la pérdida
de biodiversidad como retos particulares. El papa Francisco habla de
una “deuda ecolégica” (no. 51) contraida por los paises mas ricos con
las naciones en desarrollo. Y nos llama a tades a una “conversién
ecoldgica” (no. 219), “que implica dejar brotar todas las consecuencias
de [nuestro] encuentro con Jesucristo en las relaciones con el mundo

que [nos| rodea”.'® De hecho, esta preocupacion por la “ecologia nat-
ural” es una parte indispensable de la “ecologia humana” mds amplia,
que abarca no sélo las dimensiones materiales, sino también las morales

y sociales.

Solidaridad

La solidaridad es “la determinacion firme y perseverante de empefiarse por
el bien comuin; es decir, por el bien de todos y cada uno, para que todos
seamos verdaderamente responsables de todos”. Se encuentra en “la
entrega por el bien del préjimo, que estd dispuesto a ‘perderse’, en sen-
tido evangélico, por el otro en lugar de explotarlo, y a ‘servirlo” en lugar
de oprimirlo para el propio provecho”. "

Somos una sola familia humana, independientemente de nuestras
diferencias nacionales, raciales, érnicas, econémicas e ideolégicas.
Nuestro compromiso catdlico con la solidaridad requiere de nosotros
buscar la justicia, eliminar el racismo, poner fin a la trara de personas,
proteger los derechos humanos, buscar la paz y evitar el uso de la fuerza
excepto como un dltimo recurso necesario.

De manera especial nuesira solidaridad debe expresarse en la opcién
preferencial por los pobres y vulnerables. Una prueba moral para la
sociedad es la forma en que tratamos a los mas débiles entre nosotros:
los no nacidos, los que lidian con discapacidades o enfermedades termi-

nales, los pobres y los marginados.

CONCLUSION

A la luz de la doctrina catélica, los obispos repiten vigorosamente su
llamado a un tipo renovado de politica que se enfoque en los principios
morales, la promocién de la vida y dignidad humanas y la bisqueda del
bien comiin. La participacién politica en este espiritu refleja no sélo la
docrrina social de nuestra Iglesia, sino las mejores tradiciones de nues-
tra nacién.

Notas

1. Catecismo de la Iglesia Catdlica, nos. 1913-15.

2. Gaudere et Exsultate, no. 25.

3. Ewangelii Gaudium, no. 221

4. Estos principios se han extraido de una rica tradicién descrita en mayor profun-
didad en el Compendio de la doctrina social de la Iglesia, del Consejo Pontificio
“Justicia y Paz” (Bogotd, Colombia: CELAM, 2006), no. 160. Para obtener mas
informacién sobre estos principios, véase Formando la conciencia para ser ciu-
dadanos fieles, 2016, nos. 40ss.

5. Compendio de la docerina social de la Iglesia, no. 132. Este resumen representa
solamente algunos aspectos destacados de la exposicién méds completa sobre
la persona humana en el Compendio de la doctrina social de la Iglesia. Para una
exposicién mds completa, véanse especialmente los nos. 124-159, donde se
tratan muchos otros aspectos importantes de la dignidad humana.

6. Compendio de la doctrina social de la Iglesia, no. 185.

7. Centesimus Annus, no. 48; Dignitatis Humanae, nos. 4-6.
8. Compendio de la doctrina social de la Iglesia, no. 164.

9. Laudato Si’, no. 77.
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0. Laudato Si', no. 217.
1.  Compendio de la doctrina social de la Iglesia, no. 193 (Véase Mt 10:40-42, 20:25;
Mec 10:42-45; Lc 22:25-27).
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