: OFFICES AND MAILING ADDRESS
510 Manley Street ¢ Navasota, TX 77868

Phone: 936-825-3920 = Fax: 936-825-7612
Religious Education: 936-825-1869
After hour emergencies: 936-825-3920

PASTORAL STAFF

Pastor Rev. Elias Lopéz

Grant Holt, Permanent Deacon

Gregory Jelinek, MD, Permanent Deacon (Retired)

Matthew Krusleski, Pastoral Year Seminarian
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COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Carolyn Katkoski . .
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Susan Russell
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Samuel Pry - ;

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP TEAM

Michael Culver (Chairperson), Teresa Morales, Jason Katkoski, Laura Quirino,

Gerardo Olguin, Sam Pry and Larry Busa

FINANCE COUNCIL

Teresa Morales, Ann Clark, Carolynn Katkoski

DISASTER RECOVERY PLAN

Deacon Grant Holt, Jason Katkoski, Mitch Kroll, Gregorio Gonzalez
RE BOARD ’

President: Brandi Tejeda , Vice President: Jessica Herrera
Secretary: Teresa Morales, Board Members: Lucy Coronilla, Jason Katkoski,
Allyson Sweeney, Den Grant Holt

BUILDING COMMITTEE

Larry Busa, Danny Clark, Richard Krolczyk, and Joe Rangel
YOUTH MINISTER COORDINATOR

Jessica Herrera
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday
9:15am - noon & 1:00pm - 5:00pm
Friday 9:15am- noon
Other times by appointment

Website: www.christourlight.org

SUNDAY EUCHARIST
Saturday Vigil: 6:00pm
Sunday: (English) 8:00am
Sunday: (Spanish) 1:00pm

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST
First Saturday 9am
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8:30am
Tuesday 6:00pm (English)
Thursday 6:00pm (Spanish)

ROSARY PRAYED IN COMMON
Tuesday & Thursday: 5:40pm
Wednesday & Friday: 8:10am
Saturday: 5:15pm
Sunday: 7:15am & 12:15pm

RECONCILIATION/ CONFESSION
Tuesday, Thursday and

2nd & 4th Saturdays 5:00-5:45pm

and by appointment 936-825-3920

RECONCILIACION/ CONFESIONES
Los Martes, jueves y el
segundo y cuarto sabado a las 5:00-5:45pm
y por cita 936-825-3920

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time : February 7, 2021



Christ Our Light Catholic Church * Navasota, Texas
January 30 & 31, 2021
Under the Patronage of St. Patrick and Our Lady of Guadalupe

MAass SCHEDULE & INTENTION

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 08 gy
p e it

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 09
6:00 PM  Torres, Rangel & Baldobino
Families
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
8:30 AM  Debra Ann Alwell
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11
8:30 AM  Poor Souls in Purgatory
6:00 PM* Grasiela Zavala
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12
8:30 AM  Jose T and Maria 1 Tostado
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13
6:00 PM Nina Rotellot
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14
8:00 AM  Pat Holt

1:00 PM* People of the Parish
*Spanish
WEEK IN P

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 09

5:00 PM to 5:45PM Confession, CH
7:00 PM English Choir Practice, CH
7:00 PM Pavilion Committee Meeti‘ng, SPH

WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 10
6:00 PM CCE Grades 1-5th, SPCC Group A
6:00 PM RCIC, SPCC

THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 11

12:00 PM English, Legion Mary, Cry room CH
5:00 PM to 5:45 PM Confession, CH
7:00 PM Spanish Choir Practice, CH
7:00 PM RCIA, SPH

SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 13
5:00 PM ~  to 5:45 PM Confession CH

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14
10:15AM  CCE Grades 6-9, SPCC Group A
CCE Grades 10-12 SPH Group A and B

Christ Our Light-Catholic Church

The Church is open every day from
7:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. for people to
come stop by and Pray.

E-Mail Addresses for the Parish

To e-mail Fr. Elias...fr.eli@christourlight.org

To e-mail Nelda: nelda@christourlight.org

To e-mail RE Board: reboard@christourlight.org
Christ Our Light web-site: www.christourlight.org

BULLETIN DEADLINE TUESDAY 12:00 NOON
Announcements and or articles are to be submitted in
writing to the Parish Office, or faxed to 825-7612 or e-
mailed nelda@christourlight.org.

Events, meeting etc. for the Parish Calendar are to be
submitted in writing to the Parish Office in advance.

AFTER MASS WEEKLY PULPIT ANNOUNCEMENTS
Deadline Tuesday, 12:00 Noon. Announcements are to
be submitted in writing to the Parish Office. The Pas-
tor reserves the right to pick and choose which an-
nouncements are made in this forum as there is a need to
keep these to a minimum.

Todos los anuncios deben ser presentados por escrito
en la oficina de la parroquia no mas tarde que los martes
al mediodia. El Pastor decidira si las noticias son de im-
portancia para ser pronuncia das.

P TION

To our new parishioner, we welcome you to Christ Our
Light Parish. Please register at the parish office or ask
one of the Hospitality Ministers to help you. For
parishioners moving out of the parish or changing your
address or phone number, please notify the parish office,
825-3920.

o

1) 58] Clas: YCNEGUIC (!
2021: 8:30 AM to 10:30 AM , April

10th, July 10th, & October 9th PAR-
TICIPANTS MUST REGISTER AT
LEAST 1 WEEK PRIOR TO CLASS.
To register please contact Deacon Grant
Holt at 936-825-6448 or Lucy Coronilla

at 936-419-9296.
2021: 3:30PM o5 > April

July 25th, & October 24th. For Infor-
mation, call Rosa Torres at 936-419-8974

0 1.5. Paluch Co, Inc.

ALL DOCUMENTS AND FORMS |
and turned in before Baptism Date.
tism will be celebrated once a month at 12 noon every 3rd
Saturday following completion of the baptismal classes
the prior month and Fy. Kli has been injormed in ac-
, The Sacrament of m is 2 communal celebra-
tion. Therefore, private baptisms are not celebrated here.




PRAY for THE CONTINUING

727>~ RECOVERY OR COMFORT OF

the infirmed and homebound
T e members of our community. Saraf-
ina Alo, Jo Ann Clepper, Frank Crouch, Elizabeth Culmer, Her-
man Culmer, Linda Escamilla, Eva Estrada, Liz Estrada, Lois
Finke, Liz Johnson, Rachel Kammel, Mary Ann Knowles, Liz
Kubricht, Glenda Lawrence, John Lawrence, Christian Mills,
Leslie Mills, France Munoz, Leon Nowak, Victor Ostiguin,
Leona Pasket, Cecelia Pearson, Angelina Peterson, Wallace
Peterson, Irene Ramirez, Lucila Rivera, Rosalinda Salazar, Josh
Sechelski, Dana Sowell, and Krysten Sowell, Jessie Valadez,
I11, Crystal Winkler.

Call the parish office when a member of our community has a
need to be remembered in prayer, 825-3920.

Also, if you have added a name to the prayer list, please call to
let us know when to remove the name [rom the list.
Thank you.

New Memorial Candles
1) The new Candle Stands are electrical.
) :' D Anyone wanting to light a candle may do so by
pressing the red button and give an offering.
The candle will burn for 12 hours. Memorial Candles burn-
ing for one year are $150.00 each. Come by the parish of-
fice to schedule and pay your offering of $150.00 for your
Memorial candle.

- Y PARISEH
24 SUPPORT
=NBAVe PARROQUIAL

TRESASURE YOU HAVE SHARED:
GIFTS FOR GOD — YOUR TITHE RESPONDS

January 30 & 31, 2021

(67) Offertory Envelopes/Loose Checks
On Line Giving, Mail Ins, & Drop Ins
Maintenance Fund

4,164.50
170.00

Thank you thank you for Mailing, Bringing In,
and On Line Giving your Offertory. Baskets will
not be passed during the Offertory. You will be
able to place your weekly gift in a basket by the
Baptism Font before or after Mass.

II Collections

February 06 & 07,2021 DSF Sunday

February 13 & 14, 2021 Maintenance Fund

February 20 & 21,2021 Black and Indian Missions

In Qur Prayers

We remember in prayer our friends and loved ones
in active military duty , both in and out of harms
way, in the service of their our country. Pray for
peace in the world and for our leaders.

SSG Jorge Aguilar, Jr., Alexander Cortez,
Jesus Cortez, Spec. Alysa Flores Kelleher, SFC An-
tinia Franco, 1SG, Jason Malek, Antonio Magallon,

Jose Rene Milan, Christopher Munoz, Javier Salinas,
Sgt. Kevin Seigler, SSgt Allen Thane

Universal Intention — Violence against wom-
en. We pray for women who are victims of vio-
lence, that they may be protected by society and
have their sufferings considered and heeded.

? P.E.R.A. (Perpetual Eucharistic
- Reparative Adoration)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament has
resumed on Thursdays throughout the
Summer following the 8:30 AM Masses on
Thursdays and will be reposed before the
6:00 PM Spanish Mass.

The “Church and the world have a great need for Eucharis-
tic worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of love. Let
us not refuse the time to go to meet him in adoration, in con-
templation full of faith, and open to make amends for the
serious offenses and crimes of the world. Let our adoration
never cease.”

Please call Mary Rangel @ 936-419-9024
to sign up for a time slot on Thursdays.

THE CATHOLIC FAITH ON DEMAND
Web site is FORMED.ORG

The Parish Code to access the website is
MVMZKF

Then register to create an account.

There are 2 easy ways to connect to
FLOCKNOTE (pick one):

NOTE: Do not use Mozilla Firefox browser.
1. Visit our church at: www.flocknote.com/
christourlightchurch
2. Text SPOLG to 84576 from your phone to

subscribe to updates.
| .|




Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 7, 2021

[The Lord] tells the number of the stars
and calls them by name. —Psalm 147:4

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES MONTHLY REFRESHMENTS AFTER MASSES
. . Refreshment will be served after Masses the
Every Ist weekend of the month (Saturday Vigil first Sunday of each month. The refreshments
and Sunday Masses) blessing of all who have a and service will be provided by the following:

Altar Society—January and July

birthday or Wedding Anniversary during the Pastoral Council—February and October
— e — — — — — — — — — — Finance Council—March and September
[ PLEASE PRAY FOR VOCATIONS R.E. Board—April and August
1.5, P . | Stewardship—May and November
I 7% to the Priesthood and Reli- I Choir—June and December
I Pray for gious Life especially in our
| Vocations — Archdiocese. | STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS
B N E T L L L | 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time — “Rising very early
| before dawn, he left and went off to a deserted place,

MEMORIALIZING THE SANCTUARY CANDLE l where he prayed...He told them, ‘Let us go on to the
nearby villages that I may preach there also. For this

If you are interested in memorializing the Sanctu-l purpose have I come.”” Mark 1:35,38 In today’s
Iary candle, in memory of, in personal reverence and Gospel reading we see a perfect example of steward-
Ipetition or Special Intention for the week, stop by thel ship. Jesus give His time to be alone with God in pray-

parish office for more information. I er. It is through prayer, spending time with God, that
— — — — — — — — — — — S we find the strength to do what He wishes us to do. Be

ParishSOFT SIGN UP NOW sure to find time every day to be with God.

Giving Boletin de Mayordomia—Reflexiones
Sign Up for Christ Our Light

Online Giving Now 5to. Domingo del Ti;n;po Ordinariol—-— “Sef levanto
§ ” . v muy temprano antes del amanecer, salio y se fue a un
_ChrlSt 0_‘" nght‘HO,W acc‘epts _or!lme giving. Par- lugar de‘;ierro, donde oro...El les dijo, Vamos a los
ish Soft is out parish’s online giving program. En- pueblos cercanos para que también alli predique, pues
roll at the link the below. It is secure and easy to para he venido”. Marcos 1:35,38 En la lectura del
use. You will be able to use Parish Soft for normal Evangelio de hoy vemos un ejemplo perfecto de corres-
tithing and special collections throughout the year. ponsabilidad. Jesis dio Su tiempo para hacer todo lo
Apps are available, so your cell phones/tablets can que Dios desea - sanar a los enfermos y predicar. Sin
be used for online giving. embargo, antes de comenzar, Jess toma un tiempo pa-
e c ) _ ra estar solo en oracion con Dios. Es a través de la ora-
htt:PSW givingparishsoft.com/d1?uid=chri510191 cion pasando tiempo con Dios, que encontramos la
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ fuerza para hacer todo lo que El desea que hagamos.

S . r . fvETE B < Asegurese de encontrar tiempo cada dia para estar con
CELEBREMOS/LET US CELEBRATE Dios.
RIISSI‘]J];"I“PI?S ++++dtttttbtdd bbbt
Missalette’s starting February 17 to _ PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
April 10, 2021 are available to pur- 0o K SR R IR Y T e
chase for $5.00. Do not leave them in :

. receive strength and nourishment from Him.
Church. Take them home with you, ORACION DE LOS FIELESS

bl'lllg with you each .weekday or Que, asi como Jesus se levantd temprano para orar,
weekend Masses yYou will be attend- también nosotros encontremos el tiempo en nuestro
ing_ Stop by the parish office at 510 dia para estar con Dios y para recibir de El fuerza y
Manley Street. enia.




CCE NEWS: We are asking that more parents get involved with their child’s Religious Education by becoming
an aid/assistant in the classroom. We are still looking for aids for the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grades. Even if
you don’t have a child attending classes please consider helping to educate our students. All are welcome!
B R I b b o T T R a ik b o L T R R e L e S LS

DIOCESAN SERVICES FUND 2021

DSF Goal $25,000.00
Gifts Received $50.00
DSF Donors: 1

Teaching, Evangelizing and Worship

Ministries charged with this mission administer the largest private school system in
Texas and sustain numerous religious education programs serving more than
1000,000 people of all ages. They also promote the Catholic faith, reach out to other
faiths, advocate for social justice and support liturgical and musical ministries
throughout the Archdiocese.

Your donation to DSF will support these Teaching, Evangelization and Worship minis-

tries:
Apostleship of the Sea Ecumenism Commission
Catholic School Office Office of Evangelization and Catechesis
Chapels (Holy Cross and Warren) Office of Worship
Communications Office Pastoral and Educational Ministry

ES S B LR PR R R L R L L R L L L Lo b Lo b L L b L btk ol b L L Ll L b oL EoE b ok b D b b Lol b L L

IGNITE

Ignite Parish Goal $208,632.00
Gifts Amount Received $61,055.84
Ignite Doners: 38

R R e C e e e e e n s SR TR L SR LR SR PR L L E

THE GOOD NEWS February 07 — Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Today’s readings begin with a few verses from the book of Job. First, Job complains that his
nights drag on endlessly. Then, worse yet, “My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle; / they
come to an end without hope” (Job 7:6). Not exactly encouraging, these lamentations, not when
taken alone.

Most of us have been there, though, and the antidote is the “good news” that Paul found so
compelling that “an obligation has been imposed on me, and woe to me if | do not preach it!” (1
Corinthians 9:16). Paul felt driven to announce the gospel to as many people as possible, “to save
at least some” (9:22).

This good news is the mystery of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, who lifted
Simon Peter’'s mother-in-law from her sickbed with a mere touch of his hand. “The whole town was
gathered at the door. He cured many who were sick with various diseases, and he drove out many
demons” (Mark 1:33-34)). Our woes and demons are as real as Job’s, and Jesus is our savior.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

LAS BUENAS NOTICIAS 7 de febrero de 2021 — Quinto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Las lecturas de hoy comienzan con unos versos del libro de Job. En primer lugar, Job se queja
de que sus noches se alargan indefinidamente. Y luego, aun peor, “Mis dias corren mas aprisa que
una lanzadera y se consumen sin esperanza” (Job 7:6). No son precisamente alentadoras estas
lamentaciones, no cuando se examinan por separado.

La mayoria de nosotros ha estado alli, sin embargo, y el antidoto es la “buena noticia” que Pablo
encontré tan convincente que sentia que predicarla “era su obligacién. jAy de mi, si no anuncio el
Evangelio!” (1 Corintios 9:16). Pablo se sentia impulsado a anunciar el Evangelio a tantos como fue-
ra posible, “para ganarlos a todos” (9:22).

Esta buena noticia era que el misterio de la vida, muerte y Resurreccion de Jesucristo, que
levanté a la suegra de Simoén Pedro de su lecho de enferma con un simple toque de su mano.
“Todo el pueblo se apifié junto a la puerta. Curé a muchos enfermos de diversos males y expulso a
muchos demonios” (Marcos 1:33-34). Nuestros males y demonios son tan reales como los de Job,
y Jesus es nuestro salvador. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.




Written by
THE
FAITHFUL

Fifth Sunday DISCIPLE
in Ordinary Time

Jb 7:1-4, 6-7 | 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23 | Mk 1:29-39

February 7, 2021

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | prAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

| remember taking my oldest son on a tour of a technical theater
program at a state university. He had been considering an IT field =
he’s everyone’s go-to whenever a technical issue arises. The theater
professor said, “Enroll in our program only if you can’t do anything
else.” The implication was clear: Choose this field if you love it so
much you can’t imagine pursuing a different career. My son tried a
more practical direction, but ultimately came back to theater, where
he thrived! | thought of this story when listening to Paul’s Letter to
the Corinthians: He preached the Gospel because he had to - excuse
the double negative, but he could not “not” share the Good News
with everyone he met! Once he encountered Jesus, he willingly
devoted his life to sharing the story of love and salvation with all
those whom he encountered - the weak and the powerful, rich and
poor, saints and sinners. Let us pray that God helps us recapture the
wonder the crowds must have felt in Jesus’ presence - wonder that
compels us to share the Good News, too.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Wherever you happen to live, imagine “the whole town gathered at
the door.” Even in the smallest of villages, that would be a big deal!
So it was with Jesus, where crowds seemed to follow him wherev-
er he went, wanting to catch a glimpse of this carpenter’s son who
cured the sick and drove out demons. When the disciples found
him off by himself, praying, and told him “everyone is looking for
you,” Jesus tells them they need to move on to nearby villages.

| sense an urgency in Mark’s account of Jesus’ movements, showing
Jesus as compelled to reach as many people as possible during his
public ministry. As | hear this, | think how easy it is for us Catholics
to remain in our comfort zones - whether a favorite pew, the same
core group of “parish friends,” or even sticking with one ministry or
one Mass time. But, as Jesus shows us, preaching the Good News -
witnessing to the power of God in our lives - means we cannot stand
idly by. We must share this news.

WITNESS What if we tried to emulate Jesus, albeit in a small way,
by reaching beyond our “circles” to greet someone new at our parish,
volunteer for the first time or in a different way, or - yes - sit in a dif-

ferent spot! In doing so, we can challenge ourselves to “stretch” a bit

FEES LIRS

and welcome others into our world.

Pt b it Sl ae ¥
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Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith. February 2021

Christ Our Light Catholic Church and St. Stanislaus Church
Rev. Elias Lopez, Pastor

T  Grow in love during Lent

T G e S
‘Meditations , |
S R The point of the season of Lent is to loud. Tell others how awesome He is
transform our hearts - to become and what He can do for them.
Struggle and prayer new, ready to greet our new life at Attention: Spending time with God,
During hard £ Easter. “A new heart I will give you, one on one, is vital to getting through
: V- ( and a new spirit I will put R the day in His friendship.
i i A =AW within you; H Give Him your
Bw bring OuF (rue (8 ' and 1 will take attention each day,
eyt ' \ out of your flesh tell Him
?:;g?nnti’ ax:: o / the heart of everything, and
Voiian P hy ' stone and give < listen to what He
freanaLe you a heart of says back to you.
feet of Jesus. Let His wisdom flesh” (Ezekiel Being a good
o and love provide confidence 36:26). We can use listener will benefit
and DOPe. ke whlen ek this time in the desert all your
s S e to live lives of love for relationships, too.
disarcay. Bic God and for one Gifts: There is no
Struggling is r}orrpal a_nd another. point trying to impress
helpfgl o kbl e ani Affirmation: God. He needs nothing
o .SLanQ1ng before GOC} - trlulh Recognizing and that we have. However, we
At that wrae s Tight acknowledging the valuable can give Him a gift from the
relationship with Him. qualities of a beloved builds heart, We can tithe, offer service,
B feelings of trust, safety, and wellbeing. attend Mass, repent, change our
The human person Offer God praise from your heart. lives to live His law. We can act as
Hurhan beings are the Don't keep it to yourself, speak it out His hands and feet on Earth.
clearest reflection of God
among us. That makes human
life sacred. The Catholic
Church proclaims that the
dignity of human life is the Why do
_foundation of a moral vision :
B for society Catholics pray?
thnp?gvirjeea;s: hpes Prayer is the raising of Jesus Christ, and with the
and wisdom of @ one's mind and heart to Holy Spirit who dwells in
God, and in all p?_“g God, asking for good their hearts.
things give Him N4 things in harmony with All religions, and
thanks” : His will. Christian salvation history in
(St. Teresa of @\ prayer is the lifeblood particular, testify to the
of an intimate human desire for God. And
relationship of the God continues to draw every
children of God with person to the mysterious
their Father, with his Son encounter known as prayer.
297046

© Copyright 2021 Success Publishing & Media, LLC



Growing in Faith™

February 2021 Page 2

Simple ways to live a better life

One consequence of a protracted pandemic is that we are
almost forced to rethink the way we go about our daily

lives. It's a good time to think about
simplifying the way we live:

Live in the moment. We can’t change the

past and dwelling on the future is

unproductive. The choices we make right now

are all that count.

Avoid drama. There will always be someone whose
situation is worse than our own. If you find yourself
seeking attention and sympathy from other people - or get

from

cripture

While the Transfiguration was a
fantastic encounter, it was not
particularly joyful. Moses
and Elijah spoke with
Jesus about "his exodus
that he was going to
accomplish in Jerusalem"
(9:31). They referred to
Jesus' death, as the
shadow of the Cross
loomed. Like Moses’
exodus from slavery in
Egypt however, Jesus' exodus would
deliver his people from the slavery of sin.

When he offered to build shelters for
the three men, Peter clearly wanted to
remain on the mountaintop in this holy
moment. Sometimes we have an

Luke 9:23-36, Lingering
on the mountaintop

[/

inspiring experience and want to
stay there avoiding the

N // realities of daily life.
, 2 Yet, like Jesus, we

! cannot linger on the
j mountaintop but

must come down to
take our place in the
Kingdom.
Finally, God used the

Transfiguration to speak a message -

the same one he spoke at Jesus'
baptism. He confirmed Jesus as his
son, the Messiah, and added, "Listen
to him." The son of God has God's
power and authority. If we believe that
Jesus is the son of God, then surely we
will want to do what he says.

Feasts & %
Celebrations

February 11 - Our Lady of Lourdes
(1858). A heavenly lady who called
herself, “The Immaculate Conception,”
appeared to St. Bernadette Soubirous, a
poor girl from a village in France. After
the first vision of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, a spring with miraculous healing
waters emerged from a nearby cave.

February 17 - Ash Wednesday.
Marking the first day of Lent, ashes
from the palms of the previous Passion
Sunday are blessed and placed on the
forehead as a sign of penance. One
form of Lenten observance is to pray

before the Stations of the Cross,
meditating on Jesus’ walk to Calvary.

February 22 - St. Peter’s Chair (1st
century). We celebrate St. Peter’s
establishment of the Holy See and
pray for the preservation of God’s
Church.

February 23 - St. Polycarp (156).
As Bishop of Smyrna, Polycarp
faithfully cared for his flock
despite being surrounded ﬂ
by pagans and a
government opposed
to his religion. Before
being martyred, he
thanked God for
making him worthy
of a martyr’s death.

—

drawn in by those who do - try substituting activities
you find positive and interesting instead.

Prayer helps.

Talk less. Weigh your words before you say
them. Spend more time listening.

Spend time with happy people. Connect in
safe and healthy ways with people who are positive
and want to improve their lives. Let go of those who
drain your energy.

Work happy. No matter how you earn a paycheck, give
it your very best effort. That turns any job into a blessing.

Q Isit possible
¢ for real people
‘A to be holy?

On its simplest level, being holy
means living a life centered on God.
This is done by talking with him a lot,
imitating his behavior, and respecting
his creations. It also means being part

of the
Church he
established
on Earth to
A help us be

4% holy. Try this:
Talk to God.
Spending time together is the best way
to get to know God better.

Practice sharing. God wants us to
take care of each other. Look for ways
to share your money, time, and talents
with someone who needs them.

Celebrate the Sacraments. Make
Sunday Mass the highlight of your
week. Attend if you can do it safely,
stream it if you can't. Just don't miss it.

Be a voice in the wilderness. When
you notice an injustice, speak out and
take action. Treat all people with the
dignity they deserve as children of
God.

Share your faith. Talk about God
with anyone who will listen. We can't
keep his love to ourselves. We have to
pass it on.

ep al ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.

Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http://www.growinginfaith.com
(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from
the Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible)
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Descubriendo esperanza y gozo en la fe catdlica.

Lucha y oracién
En los tiempos
dificiles podemos
transformar

3 nuestras
emociones,
preocupaciones y
miedos en oracién.
Pongan todo a los

pies de Jesis. Dejen que su
sabiduria y su amor
proporcionen confianza y
esperanza, hasta cuando
nuestras emociones estén hechas
un lio.

La lucha es normal y ayuda a
crecer en la fe, Ponernos de
verdad ante Dios es sefal de que
nuestra relacién con él va bien.

L3
Lucha y oracion
Los seres humanos son el
reflejo mds claro de Dios entre
nosotros. Por esta razon la vida

Christ Our Light Catholic Church and St. Stanislaus Church

Rev. Elias Lopez, Pastor

Crezcan en amor durante la Cuaresma

los demds lo asombroso que Dios es y lo
que é] puede hacer por ellos.

Atencidn: Pasar tiempo con Dios, a solas,
es vital para disfrutar de su amistad a lo
largo del dia. Préstenle

atencidn cada dia,
cuéntenle todo y

La razén de ser de la Cuaresma es
transformar nuestros corazones,
renovarnos y prepararnos para celebrar
la vida nueva en la Pascua. “Les daré un
corazon nuevo y
pondré dentro de

ustedes un

espiritu nuevo. escuchen lo que él

Quitaré de les contesta. Saber

su came ese escuchar beneficiarg

corazén de también sus

piedra y les daré relaciones con los
demas.

un corazdn de carne”

(Ezequiel 36:26).

Podemos usar este

tiempo en el desierto

para vivir vidas de amor a

Dios y a los demas.
Afirmacién: Reconocer y

admitir las valiosas cualidades

de un ser querido desarrolla

sentimientos de confianza,

seguridad y bienestar. Alaben a Dios

con todo su corazén. No se guarden la

alabanza, exprésenla en voz alta. Digan a

Regalos: Es intitil
intentar impresionar a
Dios. No necesita nada

de lo que tenemos. Sin
embargo podemos
hacerle un regalo desde el
corazén, Podemos dar el
diezmo, ofrecer servicio, asistir
a misa, arrepentirnos, cambiar
nuestras vidas para vivir su ley.

Podemos actuar como sus manos y sus
pies en la Tierra.

humana es sagrada. La Iglesia
catdlica proclama que la dignidad
de la vida humana es el cimiento
de tina visién moral para la
sociedad.

"En todas las cosas creadas mire
la providencia de Dios y su
sabiduria, y en
todas le alabe”
(Santa Teresa de
Avila),

© Copyright 2021 Success Publishing & Media, LLC
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¢Por qu‘éq

hacen es0 los

¢Por qué rezan
catolicos? O

los catélicos?

Espiritu Santo que habita en sus
corazones.
Todas las religiones, y la
historia de la salvacién en
particular, dan testimonio
del anhelo de Dios que
sienten los seres humanos.
Y Dios continta atrayendo a
cada persona a ese encuentro
misterioso conocido como
oracién.

La oracién es elevar la
mente y el corazén a Dios
pidiéndole cosas
buenas en armonia
con su voluntad. La
oracidn cristina es la
savia de una relacién
intima de los hijos
de Dios con su
Padre, con su Hijo
Jesucristo y con el
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Formas simples de vivir una vida mejor

realizar actividades positivas e interesantes. La oracién
ayuda.
Hablen menos. Sopesen sus palabras antes de
decirlas. Escuchen mds.
Pasen tiempo con gente feliz. Conecten de
manera sana y segura con gente positiva que quiere
mejorar su vida. Apdrtense de los que les privan de
energia.
Trabajen a gusto. Al margen de cémo ganen su
sueldo, esfuércense al maximo. Eso convierte cualquier
trabajo en una bendicién.

Una consecuencia de una prolongada pandemia es que casi
estamos obligados a repensar la forma en la que hacemos las
cosas cotidianas. Es un buen momento para
pensar en simplificar nuestro modo de vida:

Vivan el momento. No podemos cambiar
el pasado y vivir en el futuro es improductivo.
Lo que elegimos ahora es lo que importa.

Eviten el drama. Siempre hay alguien cuya
situacion es peor que la suya. Si buscan la
atencién y compasion de la gente—o se ven
arrastrados por personas que hacen eso—procuren

de las 4 gcrituras

Aunque la Transfiguracién fue una
reunion fantdstica, no fue
especialmente alegre. Moisés
y Elias hablaron de “la
partida de Jestis, que iba a
cumplirse en Jerusalén”
(9:31). Se referian a la
muerte de Jesus, pues
los acechaba la
sombra de la Cruz.
Como la partida de
Moisés de la
esclavitud de Egipto, la
partida de Jests iba a
librar a su pueblo de la esclavitud del
pecado.

Cuando ofrecia hacer tres carpas, Pedro
querfa claramente quedarse en lo alto del
monte en ese momento santo. A veces

o AL

Lucas 9:23-36, Encuentro
en lo alto de un monte

tenemos una experiencia edificante
/ y queremos continuarla y
evitar las realidades
de la vida diaria. Sin
embargo, igual que
Jestis, no podemos
quedarnos en la cima
del monte sino que
debemos descender para
tomar nuestro puesto en el
reino.
Finalmente, Dios usé la Transfiguracion
para comunicar un mensaje, el mismo que
comunicé en el bautismo de Jesus.
Confirmé que Jesus era su hijo, el Mesias,
y afiadi6: “Escichenlo”, El hijo de Dios
tiene el poder y la autoridad de Dios. Si
creemos que Jests es el hijo de Dios, sin
duda querremos hacer lo que €l dice.

Fiestasy X
celebraciones

11 de febrero - Nuestra Sefiora de
Lourdes (1858). Una dama celestial que
se llamaba a si misma “La Inmaculada
Concepcién” se le aparecié a santa
Bernardita Soubirous, una nifa pobre de
un pueblecito francés. Tras la primera
visién de la Santisima Virgen Maria, mano
una fuente con aguas milagrosas en una
cueva cercana. ;

17 de febrero — Miércoles de Ceniza.
Para sefialar el primer dia de Cuaresma, las
cenizas de las palmas del Domingo de
Ramos anterior se bendicen y se colocan en
la frente en sefal de penitencia. Una forma
de observar la Cuaresma es rezar las

Estaciones de la Cruz meditando sobre el
camino de Jests hasta el Calvario.

22 de febrero - La citedra de san
Pedro (siglo I). Celebramos la fundacién
de la Santa Sede por san Pedro y rezamos
por la preservacion de la Iglesia de Dios.

23 de febrero - San Policarpo (156).
Como obispo de Esmirma, Policarpo
cuidaba a sus fieles a pesar de estar
rodeado de paganos
y con un gobierno
opuesto a su religion.
Antes de ser
martirizado dio
gracias a Dios por
hacerlo digno de
morir como
martir.

p ;Es posible que
& la gente normal
R sea santa?

En su nivel méis simple, ser santo es vivir
una vida centrada en Dios. Se consigue
hablando mucho con él, imitando su
comportamiento y respetando a sus
criaturas. También significa ser parte de la

Iglesia que él
establecid en
la Tierra para
ayudarnos a
ser santos.

Pongan esto a
prueba:

Hablen con Dios.
Pasar tiempo con Dios es la mejor forma
de conocerlo mejor.

Compartan. Dios quiere que nos
cuidemos los unos a los otros. Busquen
formas de compartir su dinero, tiempo y
talento con alguien que lo necesite.

Celebren los sacramentos. Que la misa
dominical sea el momento culminante de
su semana, Vayan a misa si pueden hacerlo
sin riesgos o véanla retransmitida si no.
Pero no se la pierdan.

Sean una voz en el yermo. Cuando
observen una injusticia, diganlo y pasen a
la accién. Traten a todo el mundo con la
dignidad que merece por ser hijos de Dios.

Compartan su fe. Hablen de Dios con
cualquiera que los escuche. No podemos
guardarnos su amor para nosotros solos.
Tenemos que compartirlo,

Nuestra mision
Proporcionar ideas pricticas que fomenten
la vida en la fe catélica
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[LENT 2021

Sunday

Monday

“Lent is the liturgical season of forty days which begins with Ash
Wednesday and ends with the celebration of the Paschal Mystery (Easter
Triduum). Lent is the primary penitential season in the Church’s liturgical
year, reflecting the forty days Jesus spent in the desert in fasting and prayer”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church).

Christ Our Light Catholic Church and St. Stanislaus Church

17 Ash Wednesday

Stream or attend an Ash
Wednesday liturgy and wear
the cross of ashes.

Thursday
It

Choose Lenten offerings
of prayer, penance, and
almsgiving.

Rev

19

Abstain from eating meat
today, and make your meals
truly penitential .

. Elias Lopez, Pastor

Saturday

20

Make a list of the ways you
can support the poor, and
resolve to do one activity each
week.

21

After Mass, decide what you
need to change in your life
in order to truly experience

Jesus’ love during Lent.

22

Pick a saint to learn about
and imitate. Ask for his or her
special help and protection
during Lent.

23

Put a cross, crucifix, or other
image of Jesus in each room
of your home to help keep you
focused on him.

24

Resolve to say only positive
things about yourself and
others today

25

Raise the level of your prayer
today and really think about

are saying.

the meaning of the words you

26

Figure out how much money

you saved by abstaining from

meat and give that money to
the poor.

27
Contact Catholic Charities
(703-549-1390, www.
catholiccharitiesusa.org/.
org) to see how you can help
those suffering most in the

28

Take one idea from today’s
Gospel reading or homily to
implement during the coming
week.

March

Make a conscious effort to
see everyone with loving eyes
today.

2

Ask Jesus to heal whatever
keeps you from feeling God’s
bountiful love.

3

As an extra Lenten offering,
give up something you enjoy —
just for today.

4

Read the Ten
Commandments (Exodus
20:1-17) and resolve to live
them.

)

[Pray for the people in the world
who can'’t afford to have meat
as a regular part of their diets.

pandemic.
6

Adopt a local nursing home.

Make cards for the residents,

and offer prayers for each of
them.

7

Choose someone who has
passed away or someone
who needs extra help as

your Mass intention today.

8

Make a fresh start on your
Lenten journey today. Renew
your Lenten observances.

At the end of the day.
make an examination
of conscience. Pick one
change to make.

10

Resolve to go the entire
day without judging or
criticizing anyone.

I

Try to find the time to read
an entire Gospel in one
siting. (Hint: St. Mark's
Gospel is the shortest.)

12

Forgive someone who has
hurt you.

I3 J
Attend a parish
Reconciliation Service, if you
feel safe, or go to Confession
on your own.

14
Lactare Sunday
Celebrate the halfway point
of Lent. Do something fun
after Mass today.

15

Pick one way you can simplify
your lifestyle to make more
room for God.

16

Eat a pretzel as a reminder
that Catholics used to fast
from milk, butter, eggs,
cheese. cream, and meat.

17
St. Parrick’s Day
St. Patrick evangelized Ireland.
In his honor, explore ways to
support your parish religious
education program.

18

Notice someone who may be
hungry for love or attention
and satisfy that hunger.

9

Eat a meatless meal and
remember why you are
abstaining.

20

Look for evidence of God at
work in your life.

21

Pray an extra Rosary today
and every day this week.

29

Get up an extra 15 minutes
carly each day for the next
two weeks and spend that time
in prayer.

23

Deal with anyone in your life
who may be interfering with
your relationship with God.

24

Go 10 a private room, close
the door, and pray to your
Father in secret.

25

Today. pray for someone you
don’t like.

26

Ask God for a new grace
today that will bring you
closer to him.

27

Perform some act of service
for your parish. Ask at the
rectory for suggestions.

28
Palm Sunday
Place palms around each
image of Jesus in your home.
Welcome the Messiah into
your heart.

297046

29

Recite the Profession of Faith
or the Apostle’s Creed each
day this week.

30

Look around your
neighborhood today for signs
of new life.

31

Forgive an offense you may

have suffered and let God be
the final judge.

I April

Look for someorie who is poor
or homeless and share your
food.

2 Cond Fridery

Meditate on the Stations
- of the Cross today. Try to
imagine yourself at the scene
of each one.

© copyright 2021 InFaith Publishing Group

3 Holy Seturclay

Think about a way in which
you might have betrayed
Jesus. Ask his pardon.




Domingo

Lunes

Martes

Christ Our Light Catholic Church and St. Stanislaus Church
Rev. Elias Lopez, Pastor

Miércoles

Jueves

Viernes

Sabado

“La Cuaresma son los cuarenta dias del afio linirgico que comienzan

Febrero

el Miércoles de Ceniza y terminan con la celebracion de los tres dias
(“tndiuum”) del Misterio Pascual o Pascua Flonda. La Cuaresma es el
peniodo de penitencia mas importante del ano litirgico de la Iglesia, éste
representa los cuarenta dias que pasé Jests en el desierto en ayuno y
penitencia” (Catecismo de la Iglesia Catdlica).

17 Miércoles de Ceniza

Mire o asista a la liturgia del
Miércoles de Ceniza y use la
cruz de cenizas.

18

Escoja ofrendas de oracién,
sacrificio y limosna para la
Cuaresma.

19

No coma carne hoy y haga
de sus comidas un sacrificio
verdadero.

Haga una lista de las
actividades de ayuda a los
pobres que usted realiza y
propongase hacer una por

semana.

21
Después de misa decida qué
cosas debe apartar de su
vida para sentir realmente
la experiencia de Jesiis en la
Cuaresma.

22

Escoja un santo para aprender
de su vida e imitar. Pidale su
proteccion y ayuda especial.

23
Coloque una cruz, un crucifijo
u otra imagen de Jesucristo
en todos los cuartos de su
casa para que lo ayude a
concentrarse.

24

Propéngase hoy decir sélo
cosas postivas de usted
mismo.

25

Rece con mayor intensidad y
piense en el sentido real de las
oraciones que dice.

26

Saque cuenta de cudnto
ahorré hoy al no comer came
y déle ese dinero a los pobres.

27
Llamen a la organizacién
Catholic Charities
(703-549-1390, www.
catholiccharitiesusa.org/.org)
para ver como pueden ayudar.

28

Tome una idea de la lectura
del Evangelio de hoy o de
la homilia y llévela a cabo

durante la semana que entra.

I Marzo

Haga un esfuerzo conciente
para ver a su préjimo con
carnifio.

2

Pidale a Jesucristo que le sane

lo que lo separa a usted de

sentir el abudante amor de
Dios.

3

Sélo por hoy, privese de algo
que le gusta como ofrenda
adicional de Cuaresma.

4

Lea los Diez Mandamientos
(Exodo 20:1-17) y renueve
sus votos de cumplirlos.

5

Rece por aquellas personas en

el mundo que no pueden tener

came como parte normal de
sus dietas.

6

Adopta un hogar de ancianos
local. Haga tarjetas para los
residentes y ofrezca oraciones

por cada uno de ellos.

]
4
Que la intencién de su misa
de hoy sea por alguien que
haya fallecido recientemente
0 que necesite ayuda.

8

Comience refrescado su
camino de Cuaresma hoy.
Renueve suobservancia de
Cuaresma.

9

Al terminar el dia haga
un examen de conciencia.
Propdngase corregir sus
fallas.

10

Propdngase pasar el dia
entero sin juzgar ni criticar
a nadie.

II

Intente hallar el tiempo para
leer un Evangelio completo
en una sentada.

12

Perdone a alguien que le
haya hecho dafio.

13
Asista a un servicio de
reconciliacién de su
parroquia, si se siente seguro,
o vaya a la confesién por su
cuenta.

14
Lomingo Laetare
Celebre la mitad de la
Cuaresma. Diviértase
después de misa.

I5

Haga una lista de las maneras
en que puede hacer mds

sencillo su estilo de vida para
darle mds cabida a Dios.

16

Coma hoy pan dcimo o
“pretzels” para recordar que
los cat6licos ayunaban sin
leche, mantequilla, huevos,
queso, cremas ni carnes.

Y7 Diu de San Patricio
San Patricio evangelizé
Irlanda. En su honor, explore
maneras de apoyar su
parroquia el programa de
educacion religioso.

18

Busque a alguien que
necesite atencién o canfio y
satisfaga esa carencia.

19

Coma una comida sin carne y
recuerde por qué se abstiene.

20

Busque hoy evidencias de
Dios en su vida.

Mm
Rece un Rosario mds hoy
y todos los dias de esta
semana.

22
Levdntese 15 minutos mas
temprano a partir de hoy y use
ese empo para la oracion.

23
Reconozca a quien pueda
estar inferfiriendo en
su relacién con Dios.
Propdongase tomar medidas.

24

Sélo, en un cuarto cerrado,
rece en secreto a su Padre.

25

Rece hoy por alguien que no
le agrada.

26

Pidale hoy a Dios la gracia
nueva que lo acercard mas

aFl

27

Realice algiin servicio para

su parroquia. Pregunte en la

casa parroquial cémo puede
ayudar.

28 Domingo de Ramos
Coloque ramos de palma
alrededor de las imdgenes de
Jesucristo en su casa. Déle la
bienvenida al Mesias en su
corazén.

29

Recite la Profesién de lafe o
el Santo Credo todos los dias
de esta semana.

30
Salga a dar un paseo y busque
senales de la vida que se
renueva.

3L
Intente hallar una explicacién
razonable a alguna ofensa que
vea y deje que Dios sea el
tiltimo juez.

L Abril

Busque a alguierr pobre o
desamparado y comparta su
comida.

o Viernes Santo

Rece y medite en | as
Estaciones del Via Crucis.
Intente imaginarse en cada
i escena.

3 Sibado Sanio
.Piense de qué manera puede
haber usted traicionado a
Jesueristo hoy. Pidale su
perddn.

297046
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A Stewardship Minute

February 2021
There is truly no time like the presént ... NOW!

There is a sad, but true story of a man of considerable means that could not
attend worship on Sundays because that was the day he had to count the last
week’s receipts from one of the several businesses he owned. However, the
business man had told the pastor that while he was not currently giving to the
church, when he died the church would receive a nice bequest. Well, about
two years later, the man died and the church was not even mentioned in his
will. Not because he wasn’t well-intentioned, but because he had never gotten

around to it.

He put his stewardship of the blessings God had given him on hold ...
rather than acting on it ... NOW!

St. Paul wrote to the church in Corinth these words: “Now is the acceptable
time; see, now is the day of salvation.” (I Corinthians 6:2) We can add to that:
“Now is also the day of stewardship.” After all, it is not how we plan to serve
Christ in the future (after our own business and pleasures); it 1s how we
seriously serve Christ today. Salvation today requires stewardship today. “The
love of Christ urges us on...” wrote St. Paul. (IT Corinthians 5:14) And so it
does! It really does! Today. NOW!

Pray’éf:- Gracious Lord, you have opened your hands toward us again and
again with gifts galore. Stir us up to use these gifts not only for ourselves, but
for your church and the hurts of the world. In Christ’s name. Amen

A Stewardship Minute is available to subscribers of Stewardship at www.parishpublishing.org. Simply
click on the “Parish Resource Center” and log in using with your account number (Username) and zip
code (Password), both of which can be found on the invoice or mailing label.

@
p&mmgh Parish Publishing, LLC  (888) 320-5576 = www.parishpublishing.org




Stewardship is a Matter of the Heart

God gives us the privilege and opportunity to
be his stewards. Even though God gives us all
things, he still allows us the freedom to choose
whom or what we will serve. Whether we are
stewards for the Lord, for ourselves, or for some
other master depends on what controls our
hearts. What or whom we love, serve, and
follow is dictated by what our hearts value as
most important. The choices we make reflect
what is in our hearts. Satan is doing everything
possible to take the love, compassion, and peace
from our hearts that only Jesus offers.

In Matthew 6:21 Jesus said, “Where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” We
can paraphrase this by saying, “Show me your
treasure and I will show you your heart.” What
we treasure the most receives our time, energy,
money, and heart. Each of us determines where
his treasures lie. What do you love and treasure
the most? Unfortunately, some of us may find
treasures in our homes, careers, cars, hobbies, or
investments. God continually invites us to make
him our treasure. If our hearts are right, our
treasures will-be right.

Jesus spoke about the relationship between the
condition of a tree and the fruit that it bears.

“Make a tree good and the fruit will be
good, or make a tree bad and its fruit
will be bad, for a tree is recognized by
its fruit” (Matthew 12:33).

In the same way that the condition of the tree
determines its fruif, so will the thoughts of our
hearts dictate our words and actions (Matthew
12:34-35). When our hearts are filled with
God’s presence, we reflect God’s love,
goodness, and kindness. When our hearts are
right with God, our eyes are opened to the
opportunities to serve and help others. When

God controls our hearts, we willingly use our
time, talents, and money in ways that glorify
him. Good hearts produce good fruit. Through
time spent in God’s Word and through
participation in the Sacraments, God changes
our hearts, making us into faithful disciples and
stewards for Christ. As Solomon wrote, “Above
all else, guard your heart, for it is the
wellspring of life” (Proverbs 4:23).

Say It!

Many of us admire the strong, silent type of
person for which Vermont has become famous.
But I think it was rather too long a silence which
the Vermont farmer broke, when he said to his
wife as he sat whittling on the porch, “Do you
know, Sarah, you have meant so much to me
that sometimes it’s almost more than I can stand
not to tell you about it.” Most of us go too long
without telling those nearest to us how much
they mean to us. Silence is golden, but it can
become leaden. So is it in our relations with
God. We become more responsive to God’s
goodness by expressing our response.



Loving All People

Jesus said, “My command is this: Love each
other as I have loved you” (John 15:12). Jesus
showed his tremendous love for us by going to
the cross to suffer and die for us so that we can
be reconciled with our heavenly Father. Christ’s
love is in us, and he asks us to reflect his love to
others. As Christ loved all people, we are called
to love all people whether or not they like us.

Former  President =~ Abraham  Lincoln
exemplified the ability to reach out in love to an
enemy. His staff often criticized him for his
positive treatment of his sworn enemies. One of
the president’s enemies once stated in print that
he thought Lincoln was an obvious incompetent
in the White House. The nature of the critic’s
attack on Lincoln even degenerated to the level
that Lincoln’s physical features were compared
to those of a gorilla. Later, when war broke out
between the States, Lincoln asked that critic to
serve as his secretary of war.

Lincoln’s advisers were appalled with the
president’s actions. When they asked him why
he would choose his critic for such an important
post, he responded that he thought Stanton was
the best man for the job. When they advised him
that he should seek to destroy his enemies rather
than treat them like friends, he reminded them
he was destroying his enemies when he made
them his friends. When Lincoln died some years
later, Stanton was standing by the president’s
bedside. As.he watched Lincoln breathe his last
breath, he uttered the words, “There dies the
greatest ruler of mankind the world has ever

seen.”

We show our spiritual maturity by how we
respond to those who have treated us
wrongfully. It is easy to show kindness to
friends or people who treat us with kindness.
God’s love is most evident when we show our
love to those who dislike us or mistreat us. It is
by God’s grace that we are enabled to show
Christian kindness to all people.

Poor Jesus

A woman tried to teach her daughter the
meaning of proportionate giving. She took ten
pennies from her daughter’s bank and laid them
in a row. The mother said, “These are your ten
pennies.” She then put one penny aside and said,
“This is for Jesus.”

The young girl looked at the nine pennies,
then at the one. She looked up at her mother,
and glancing at the one lonely penny, said,
“Poor Jesus.”

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey!
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Stewardship

Inspiring a deeper understanding of true giving February 2021

nce there was a little village nestled securely in

a valley between two mountains. Its people were

very advanced compared with those who lived in the
neighboring villages. They had learned how to build bridges,
how to farm the slopes of the mountains, how to make laws to
govern themselves, and how to write poetry about the beauty
that surrounded them. They were indeed a clever people.

The villagers had a special treasure ...
a chest filled with beautiful jewels. No
one could remember just how or when
the village had first come to possess the
chest, except that it had been given to
them as a gift from someone who had
loved them very much. The villagers
were very proud of their treasure. They
took good care of it and even built a spe-
cial room for it.

Life was good for the people who lived
in the village, but one thing disturbed
them. They longed desperately to share
the beauty of the jewels with their chil-
dren; to let them see the sparkling col-
ors with their own eyes. But they could
not. They had forgotten how to open the
chest.

This was a very distressing situation,
_but the people rarely had a chance to
address themselves to it. Their bridge-
* building, farming, law-making, and
writing kept them very busy. However,
one day they did hold a meeting to dis-
cuss the problem. Everyone agreed how
very important it was for the children to
be able to see the jewels with their own
eyes and they drafted a strong resolution
to that effect. But when they got around

to discussing how the chest might be
opened, no one felt qualified to open it or
had the time to try. Each year they passed
a resolution about how important it was
for their children to see the jewels with
their own eyes. And yet each year no one
felt qualified to open the chest or had the
time to try.

The moral of
this story is if
you don’t take
time, it will take
you. The trail of
broken  prom-
ises and com-
mitments in our
lives is paved
with the excuse
of not having
time.

Stewardship
is the experi-
ence of turning
intentions  into
actions. Share your time and talents with
others ... and don’t forget committing
some of both to your church, <X

ime is a gift from
' God, to be used
wisely, not frittered
away. God allows us to
choose how to use this
gift. Do you use God s

time for loving and car-

ing deeds?




 Deacon Dave
on stewardship

Active, Not Passive

eter instructs us to prepare for
Pthe coming again of Jesus by be-
ing good stewards over all that
God has given us.
“Each one should use whatever
gift he has received to serve others,
Jaithfully administering God’s grace
in its various forms” 1 Peter 4:10.

Every person who yields to Je-
sus Christ receives from God some
special ability or quality that can be
used to build the church, so that the
church may become more effective in
its mission to reach and transform the
world. If you have committed yourself
to Christ, then God has committed to
your care some special gift or gifts ...
an ability, a talent, or a quality of per-
sonality to be used in his service.

I see the people I meet every day
and know the Bible rings true on this.
They are a gifted group of people. |
see those who are great teachers of

Christian disciple

is concerned about
how he or she uses their
time. The days and years
at their disposal are a
sacred trust.
One who is faithful in
the use of their time does
not live in fear of the
Jfuture, but constantly
faces the question of
whether or not they are
making wise use of the
years at their disposal.

God’s Word. 1 see others who pos-
sess the spiritual gift of “exhortation,”
which means that they are great affirm-
ers of others. Still others have the gift
of “hospitality.” People feel especially
warm and at ease when they come to
their home and they help newcomers to
feel welcomed in their midst on Sunday
mornings. | praise God for all of these
people. Use well and often your gifts.

To all of Christ’s followers special
(Continued on page 4)

They ask themselves, G ]
“Am I being true to God
if I devote all my time to Never Enough

work, pleasure and sleep,
even if I do contribute

my money

99

concert pianist one evening
gave a stellar performance, re-
eiving a standing ovation as

the curtain fell. Afterwards, a reception
was held in his honor. As the crowd
gathered around him, one woman, who
was a pretty good pianist in her own
right, gushed, “Oh, I'd give anything
to play as you do!” The concert pianist
looked at her and slowly replied, “No,
[ don’t believe you would.” A hush fell
over the room. “Yes, | would,” insisted
the woman.

The pianist continued, “No, you re-
ally wouldn’t. If you wanted to pay the
price, you could play as well ... possi-

bly even better than 1. It has taken me
seven or eight hours a day, seven days a
week for at least seven years to play as
well as I do. You would give anything
to play as well as I do, except the time.
When you say you would give any-
thing, you don’t really mean it.”

Are we really willing to do whatever
it takes to help? Or, do we sometimes
think, “Enough is enough. No more
help. No more for missions. No more
time for the church. It has to stop!”

But as Jesus’ actions make clear,
enough is never enough. Jesus is filled
with compassion (as we usually are
too), and then he acts on that compas-

(Continued on page 4)



Becoming Partners in God’s Work

y child, I’ve often heard your question ...
This message is my answer:

% You’re concerned about the hungry in the world, millions who are starving
... and you ask, “What can I do?” FEED ONE

% You’re haunted by the homeless poor who wander city streets ... and you
ask: “What can [ do?” SHELTER ONE

¥ You feel compassion for those who suffer pain, sorrow and despair ... and
you ask: “What can [ do?” COMFORT ONE

i Your heart goes out to the lonely, the abused and the imprisoned ... and you
ask: “What can I do?” LOVE ONE

Remember this, my child ... two thousand years ago the world was filled with
those in need, just as it is today, and when the helpless and the hopeless called
out to me for mercy, I sent a savior, <X

| Stewardshlp Prayér |

Creator God,
Life is your gift to me.
Through Baptism, you invite me
to share the gift of my life in service to others.
Be wn‘h me as | choose each day
to show your presence in our world.
Give me the courage and generosity
.to respond to your love, to your call.
'May we bring the Good News to those in need.
" Keep us close to you.
Open the minds and hearts of many others
that they may accept your challenge
to build the Kingdom.
We ask this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A re you cheerful in
vour heart about
giving your offering
to the Lord, or is it a
task?

Do you pray about the
amount you give and
respond to the extra
blessings God has
given you during the
previous week?

If you receive a raise
at work, do you
increase your giving
proportionately?

It is traditional to
make an offering as

a way to show our
gratitude to the giver
of all gifts.

Are we going through
the motions, or is our
heart in our giving?



Are we really willing to do whatever it takes?

Continued from page 2...

Deacon Dave...

gifts are given. They are given to be
used in his service so that his church
might proclaim his message of love,
forgiveness, peace and reconciliation
to a world that desperately needs to
hear and respond. And as we serve his
church and proclaim the Good News
to the world, we will be preparing our-
selves for his coming again.

Come, Lord Jesus. We're ready!

L

Continued from page 2...

Never Enough...

sion by being willing to help. The will-
ingness to help, however, must be rein-
forced by our doing whatever it takes to

help others. <X
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Co-Responsabilidad

Inspirando una comprension mas profunda de la verdadera generosidad

abia una pequeia villa muy bien resguardada en

un valle entre dos montaiias. Su poblacion era muy

avanzada en comparacion con la gente de las villas
vecinas. Habian aprendido a construir puentes, a cultivar las
laderas de las montafias, a hacer leyes para gobernarse y a
escribir poesia sobre la belleza de todo lo que los rodeaba.

Eran ciertamente un pueblo inteligente.

Poseian ademds un tesoro muy
especial, un cofre repleto de joyas
preciosas. Nadie recordaba cuando ni de
qué manera la Villa habia adquirido el
preciado cofre, salvo que alguien que los
amaba mucho se los habia regalado. Los
aldeanos estaban muy orgullosos de su
tesoro. Lo cuidaban muy bien e incluso
le construyeron un lugar especial.

La vida les sonreia, pero aun asi habia
algo que los inquietaba. Anhelaban
muchisimo poder compartir la belleza
de las joyas con sus hijos, que estos
pudieran ver sus centelleantes colores
con sus propios ojos. Pero no podian.
Habian olvidado como abrir el cofre.

Era una situacion frustrante, pero la
gente raramente tenia la oportunidad
de abordarla, Sus labores de construir
puentes, trabajar la tierra y escribir sus
leyes y su poesia los mantenian por
completo ocubados. Pero un dia por
fin tuvieron una reunion para abordar
el problema. Todos coincidieron en la
importancia de que sus hijos pudieran
ver las joyas con sus propios 0jos y
elaboraron una resolucion muy clara
en ese sentido. Pero cuando llegaron al
punto de discutir como podian abrir el
cofre, nadie se sintié con la capacidad de

hacerlo o tuvo el tiempo necesario para
intentarlo. Y asi, cada afio aprobaban
una resolucion similar diciendo qué tan
importante era que sus hijos pudieran
ver las joyas con sus propios ojos. Pero
aio con ano faltaba alguien que se
sintiera capacitado para abrir el cofre
0 que tuviera el tiempo necesario para
intentarlo.

La moraleja
de esta historia
es que sl no
te tomas el
tiempo, el
tiempo te toma
a ti. El camino
de promesas y
compromisos
incumplidos
en nuestra
vida esta
pavimentado
con el pretexto
de no tener
tiempo.

Laco-responsabilidad es laexperiencia
de convertir las intensiones en acciones.
Comparte tu tiempo y tus talentos con los
demas, y no te olvides de comprometer
una parte de ambos con tu iglesia. <X

Febrero 2021

[ tiempo es un

don de Dios,
que puede ser
usado sabiamente o
tft’\'/').f[ﬂ.r."f'mfu. Dios
nos permite escoger
como utilizar este don.
¢ Utilizas el tiempo
que Dios te ha dado
en obras de amor y
cuidados hacia los
demds?




1 un discipulo
cristiano le preocupa

como estd empleando

su tiempo. Sabe que los
aiios y dias que tiene a
su disposicion son un
depdosito sagrado.

Quien es fiel en el uso de
su tiempo no vive tem-
eroso del futuro, pero
constantemente afronta
la cuestion de si estd o no
haciendo un uso sabio de
los aiios que tiene a su
disposicion. Y se plant-
ean la pregunta, “; Es-
toy siendo fiel a Dios si
dedico todo mi tiempo

al trabajo, al placer y

al sueiio, aun si doy mi
contribucion de dinero?”

Activo, no pasivo

an Pedro nos instruye a
prepararnos para la segunda
venida de Cristo siendo buenos
administradores de todo lo que Dios
nos ha dado.
“Cada uno debe usar el don que
Dios le ha concedido para servir
a los demds, administrando con
fidelidad la gracia de Dios en sus
variadas formas” 1 Pedro 4:10.
Toda  persona  comprometida
con Jesucristo recibe de Dios una
habilidad o cualidad que puede usar
para construir la iglesia, para que esta
sea mas efectiva en su mision de llegar
a todo el mundo y transformarlo. Si
tu te has comprometido con Cristo,
Dios ha puesto bajo tu resguardo
algun o algunos dones especiales...
una capacidad, un talento o un tipo
de personalidad para que la uses a su
servicio.
Yome fijoen la gente con la que trato

Nunca es suficiente

na tarde un concertista de
piano dio una presentacion
estelar, recibiendo por ello
una aclamacion general. Después del
concierto, se realizo una recepcion
en su honor. Cuando los asistentes
se arremolinaban a su alrededor una
mujer, también pianista, le dijo “;Oh,
darfa cualquier cosa por tocar como
usted!” EI concertista la mirdé y le
dijo lentamente, “No, no creo que
en realidad lo harias”. Un murmullo
invadid el salén. “Si lo haria”, insistid
la mujer.
“No, en realidad no lo harias”,
contestd el pianista. ““Si quisieras pagar

_ El Diacono David
® | hablo de |
co-responsabilidad

todos los dias, y me doy cuenta de que
la Biblia tiene mucha razon en esto. Veo
que son un grupo de gente muy dotado.
Algunos son excelentes maestros de la
palabra de Dios. Otros poseen el don
espiritual de la “exhortacion”, lo que
significa que son muy buenos para
afirmar a los demas. Otros tienen el don
de la “hospitalidad”. La gente se siente
especialmente bien y relajada cuando

estas personas la visitan en su casa, y
(Continua en pagina 4)

el precio podrias tocar igual...y hasta
posiblemente mejor que yo. Me ha
tomado siete u ocho horas al dia, siete
dias a la semana durante al menos siete
afios para poder tocar como toco. Ta
darias todo lo que yo he dado por tocar
tan bien, excepto tu tiempo. Cuando
dices que darias cualquier cosa, en
realidad no lo dices en serio”.

(Realmente estamos dispuestos a
hacer todo lo necesario para ayudar?
O algunas veces pensamos, “Ya es
suficiente. No mas ayuda. No mas para
las misiones. No mas de mi tiempo para
la Iglesia. jEsto debe parar!”

Pero como lo muestran los actos de

(Contintia en pagina 4)



Convertirnos en socios de la obra de Dios

ijo mio, con frecuencia he escuchado tus preguntas...
Este mensaje es mi respuesta:

% Estas preocupado por el hambre en el mundo, por las millones de
personas que mueren de inanicion...y preguntas, “;Qué puedo hacer yo?”
ALIMENTA A UNA

% Te atormenta la imagen de los pobres indigentes que deambulan por
las calles de las ciudades...y preguntas “;Qué puedo hacer yo?”
ALBERGA A UNO

% Sientes compasion por quienes sufren dolor, tristeza y desesperacion...y
preguntas “;Qué puedo hacer yo? CONSUELA A UNO

4 Tu corazéon se siente cerca del solitario, del que sufre abuso, del
encarcelado...y preguntas “;Qué puedo hacer yo?” AMA A UNO

Recuerda esto, hijo mio...hace dos mil afios el mundo estaba lleno de gente
necesitada, tal como sucede hoy dia, y cuando los desamparados y los
desesperados me pidieron misericordia yo les envi¢ un salvador. <

Oracién del Co-responsable

Dios creador,
La vida es el regalo que tu me has dado.
A través del bautismo me invitaste
a compartir el don de la vida en el servicio a los demas.
Acompaname dia con dia
cuando intento mostrar tu presencia en el mundo.
. Dame el valor y la generosidad para
" .responder a tu amor y a tu llamado.
Para llevar tus Buenas Nuevas a los necesitados.
Mantennos cerca de ti.
Abre la mente y el corazon de muchos otros
para que acepten tu llamado a construir el Reino.
Te lo pedimos por Cristo nuestro Sefior. Amen.

as tu ofrenda al
i Sefior con alegria
de corazon, o es solo
por obligacion?
(Meditas en
tus oraciones la
cantidad que debes
donar y respondes
a las bendiciones
extraordinarias que Dios
te ha dado durante la
semana que termina?
(Si recibes un
incremento en el
trabajo, incrementas en
forma proporcional tus
donativos?
Es tradicional hacer
una ofrenda como
una forma de mostrar
agradecimiento al dador
de todos los dones.
(Lo hacemos por
obligacion o ponemos
en ello nuestro corazon?



:Realmente estamos dispuestos a hacer todo lo necesario?

Viene de pagina 2...

Activo, no pasivo...

ayudan a los nuevos miembros de la
comunidad a sentirse acogidos en las
ceremonias dominicales. Agradezco a
Dios por todas estas personas. Hay que
usar bien y mucho los dones que Dios
nos ha dado.

A todos los seguidores de Cristo
de les conceden dones especiales.
Y se les conceden para que los usen
en Su servicio, para que la Iglesia
pueda proclamar su mensaje de amor
y perdon, paz y reconciliacion, a un
mundo que necesita desesperadamente
escuchar y responder. Y al servir a su
iglesia y proclamar su Buena Nueva al
mundo, estaremos preparandonos para
su segunda venida.

Ven, Sefior Jests. jEstamos listos!

L

Viene de pagina 2...

Nunca es suficiente...

Jests, nunca es suficiente. Jesis esta
lleno de compasion (como también
nosotros usualmente lo estamos), y
actia en base a esa compasion estando
dispuesto siempre a ayudarnos. Sin
embargo, la disposicion a ayudar
debe respaldarse con la disposicion a
hacer todo lo necesario para realmente

llevarlo a cabo. <X
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