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SUNDAY EUCHARIST
Saturday Vigil: 6:00pm
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Tuesday 6:00pm (English)
Thursday 6:00pm (Spanish)
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February 6, 2022 - Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time



Christ Our Light Catholic Church ¢ Navasota, Texas
February 05 & 06, 2022
Under the Patronage of St. Patrick and Our Lady of Guadalupe

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTION
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 07
No Mass

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 08

6:00 PM Sarah Fernandez +
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY (09

8:30 AM James Lawrence 1
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10

8:30 AM Rev. Roger L. Marot +
10:00 AM Navasota Nursing Home, Fr’s. Intention
6:00 PM*  Rosalio Torre, Sr. +

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11
8:30 AM Poor Souls in Purgatory
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12
6:00 PM Larry Wisnoski ¥
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13

8:00 AM Torres, Rangel & Baldobino Families
1:00 PM*  People of the Parish
*Spanish

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 07
5:00 PM Spanish, Legion of Mary, Cry room, CH
6:00 PM Bible Study, SPH

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 08

5:00 PM to 5:45 PM Confession, CH
7:00 PM English Choir Practice, CH

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 09
6:00 PM CCE Grades 1-5, SPCC
THURSDAY. FEBRUARY 10
12:00 PM English, Legion of Mary, Cry room, CH
7:00 PM Spanish, Choir Practice, CH
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11
5:30 AM TMIY Men’s Group, SPH
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12
5:00 PM to 5:45 PM Confession, CH
SUNDAY. FEBRUARY 13
10:15 AM CCE Grades, 6th-12th, SPCC

Christ Our Light Cartholic Chiereh

The Church is open every day from 7:30 a.m. to
9:00 p.m. for people to come stop by and Pray.
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THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD
NAVASOTA/ANDERSON

They are now ready to publish their office phone
number in the bulletins. The phone number is

936-873-5002.

E-Mail Addresses for the Parish

To e-mail Fr. Elias...fr.eli@christourlight.org

To e-mail Nelda: nelda@christourlight.org

To e-mail RE Board: reboard@christourlight.org
Christ Our Light web-site: www.christourlight.org

BULLETIN DEADLINE TUESDAY 12:00 NOON
Announcements and or articles are to be submitted in
writing to the Parish Office, or faxed to 825-7612 or e-
mailed nelda@christourlight.org.

Events, meeting etc. for the Parish Calendar are to be
submitted in writing to the Parish Office in advance.

AFTER MASS WEEKLY PULPIT ANNOUNCEMENTS
Deadline Tuesday, 12:00 Noon. Announcements are to
be submitted in writing to the Parish Office. The Pas-
tor reserves the right to pick and choose which an-
nouncements are made in this forum as there is a need to
keep these to a minimum.

Todos los anuncios deben ser presentados por escrito
en la oficina de la parroquia no mas tarde que los martes
al mediodia. El Pastor decidira si las noticias son de im-
portancia para ser pronuncia das.

PARISH REGISTRATION

To our new parishioner, we welcome you to Christ Our
Light Parish. Please register at the parish office or ask
one of the Hospitality Ministers to help you. For
parishioners moving out of the parish or changing your
address or phone number, please notify the parish office,
825-3920.

a ent of Baptism Schedul

aptism _Class ed for
2022: 8:30 AM to 10:30 AM, January
8th PARTICIPANTS MUST REGIS-
TER AT LEAST 1 WEEK PRIOR TO
CLASS. To register please contact Dea-
con Grant Holt at 936-825-6448. No
English this month.

anish Baptism Class Schedule for
2022:  3:30 PM to 5:30 PM, January
23rd. For Information, call Rosa Torres
at 936-419-8974

© 1.5, Paluch Co,, Inc.

ALL DOCUMENTS AND FORMS must be completed
and turned in before Baptism Date. SCHEDULED Bap-
tism will be celebrated at 11:30 AM in Spanish every 2nd
Saturday and at 11:30 AM in English every 4th Saturday,
following completion of the baptismal classes the prior
month and Fr. Eli info The
Sacrament of Baptism is a communal celebration. There-
fore, private baptisms are not celebrated here.




PRAY for THE CONTINUING
Z)/"d' <7~ RECOVERY OR COMFORT OF

the infirmed and homebound

B members of our community. Saraf-
ina Alo, Scott Beddingfield, Leonard Busa, Andrew Castillo, Jo
Ann Clepper, Frank Crouch, Elizabeth Culmer, Herman
Culmer, Eva Estrada, Liz Estrada, Lois Finke, Fabryna Hitch-
cock, Liz Johnson, Rachel Kammel, Mary Ann Knowles, Liz
Kubricht, Glenda Lawrence, John Lawrence, Nancy Lopez,
Ramon Mendez, Christian Mills, Leslie Mills, France Munoz,
Delia Nunez, Anita Olguin, Julian Olguin, Leona Pasket, Ce-
celia Pearson, Angelina Peterson, Wallace Peterson, Irene
Ramirez, Lucila Rivera, Zek Rueda, Rosalinda Salazar, Josh
Sechelski, Sherrie Shiflett, Dana Sowell, Lydia Torres, Jessie
Torres, Robert Mario Torres, Jessie Valadez, 111, Crystal Win-
kler.

Call the parish office when a member of our community has a
need to be remembered in prayer, 825-3920.

Also, if you have added a name to the prayer list, please call to
let us know when to remove the name from the list.
Thank you.

New Memorial Candles

The new Candle Stands are electrical.
|\ Anyone wanting to light a candle may do so by
/ pressing the red button and give an offering.
The candle will burn for 12 hours. Memorial
Candles burning for one year are $150.00
each. Come by the parish office to schedule
and pay your offering of $150.00 for your Memorial candle.

TRESASURE YOU HAVE SHARED:

GIFTS FOR GOD — YOUR TITHE REPONDS

January 29 & 30, 2022

(81) Offertory Envelopes/Loose Checks, On Line

Giving, Mail Ins. Drop Ins 3,993.00
Ist Offering for Offertory Envelopes 5.00
Maintenance Fund 50.00

Thank you thank you for Mailing, Bringing in, and
On Line Giving your Offertory. Baskets will be
passed during the Offertory. Baskets will also be

passed when we have a II Collection.
e

II Collections in February

February 12 & 13 — Maintenance Fund
February 19 & 20 — Black & Indian Mission

Intention of Linda Escamilla February

ﬁ The Sanctuary Candle will burn for the
A%L 10th thru 16th.

In Our Prayers
We remember in prayer our friends and loved ones

in active military duty , both in and out of harms
way, in the service of their our country. Pray for
peace in the world and for our leaders.

SSG Jorge Aguilar, Jr., Alexander Cortez,
Jesus Cortez, Spec., Sgn, Jason Malek, Antonio
Magallon, Jose Rene Milan, Christopher Munoz,
Javier Salinas, Shelby Seale, SSgt Allen Thane

OUR HO A R’S PRAYER INTENTIONS
FOR FEBRUARY

Intention for religious sisters and consecrated women
— We pray for religious sisters and consecrated wom-
en; thanking them for their mission and their courage;
may they continue to find new responses to the chal-
lenges of our times.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament has
resumed on Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays. following the 8:30 AM Masses
and will be reposed at 9:00 PM on Wednes-
days and Friday and Thursdays at 5:45 PM
before the 6:00 PM Spanish Mass.

P.E.R.A. (Perpetual Eucharistic
Reparative Adoration)

The “Church and the world have a great need for Eucharis-
tic worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of love. Let
us not refuse the time to go to meet him in adoration, in con-
templation full of faith, and open to make amends for the
serious offenses and crimes of the world. Let our adoration
never cease.”

Please call Mary Rangel @ 936-419-9024
to sign up for a time slot on Thursdays.

1

THE CATHOLIC FAITH ON DEMAND
Web site is FORMED.ORG
The Parish Code to access the website is
MVMZKF

Then register to create an account.

There are 2 easy ways to connect to
FLOCKNOTE (pick one):

NOTE: Do not use Mozilla Firefox browser.
1. Visit our church at: www.flocknote.com/
christourlightchurch
2. Text SPOLG to 84576 from your phone to
subscribe to updates.

A
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 6, 2022

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with
all my heart, for you have heard the
words of my mouth. Psalm 138:1

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Every 1st weekend of the month (Saturday Vigil
and Sunday Masses) blessing of all who have a birth-
day or Wedding Anniversary during the month.
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Ihm

TIONS
| Pray for o
I Vocations -— to the Priesthood and Reli-

Archdiocese.
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I MEMORIALIZING THE SANCTUARY CANDLE I

If you are interested in memorializing the Sanctu-
ary candle, in memory of, in personal reverence and
petition or Special Intention for the week, stop by
the parish office for more information.

L i o s o o o o i« i . e

ParishSOFT SIGN UP NOW
Giving

Sign Up for Christ Our Light

Online Giving Now
Christ Our Light now accepts online giving. Par-
ish Soft is out parish’s online giving program. En-
roll at the link the below. It is secure and easy to
use. You will be able to use Parish Soft for normal
tithing and special collections throughout the year.
Apps are available, so your cell phones/tablets can
be used for online giving.

https://giving.parishsoft.com/d1?uid=chri5 10191

LA LT L R Rt T TR T R A A A e
ORACION DE LA SEMANA

Quinto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario

Te rogamos, Sefior, que guardes con incesante amor

a tu familia santa,

que tiene puesto su apoyo sélo en tu gracia,

para que halle siempre en tu proteccion su fortaleza.
Por nuestro Sefior Jesucristo, tu Hijo,

que vive y reina contigo en la unidad del Espiritu Santo
y es Dios por los siglos de los siglos.

PLEASE PRAY FOR VOCA- |

gious Life especially in ourI

MONTHLY REFRESHMENTS AFTER MASSES
Refreshment will be served after Masses the
first Sunday of each month. The refreshments
and service will be provided by the following:
Altar Society—January and July
Pastoral Council—February and October
Finance Council—March and September
R.E. Board—April and August
Stewardship—May and November
Choir—June and December

bt trddd i bbb bbb bbb bbb+
STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS

Sth_Sunday of Ordinary Time “Then I heard the
voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send?” Isaiah

6:8 Whether it is someone to take on a new ministry, to
give a friendly smile to a stranger or to say a word of
encouragement to a friend, God constantly provides
opportunities to help someone in need. God is always
talking to us; we just need to pay more attention. When
you hear God calling have the courage to walk through
the door and say “Here | am, Lord.”

REFLEXIONES DEL BOLETIN DE_CO-
RRESPONSABILIDAD

3° Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario “Cuando ovigo la

voz del Senor diciendo. A quién enviaré? ;Quién ird
por nosotros? Dije “Aqui estoy,’ entonces respondi’
enviame a mi” Isaias 6-8 Cada dia, en pequenas y
grandes maneras, Dios pregunta “;S quién enviaré?”
Bien sea asumir un nuevo ministerio, dar una sonrisa
amable a un extrafio, o decir una palabra de aliento a un
amigo, Dios constantemente brinda oportunidades para
ayudar a alguien que lo necesita. Dios nos esta hablan-
do constantemente; simplemente necesitamos prestar
mas atencion. Cuando oiga la llamada de Dios tenga el
coraje de caminar a través de la puerta y decir, “Aqui
estoy, Sefior”.

+++ttdd bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care,
that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace,
they may be defended always by your protection.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.,




IGNITE

Ignite Parish Goal $208,632.00
Gifts Amount Received $74,899.00
39 Donors
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NO GREATER LOVE
A BIBLICAL WALK THROUGH
CHRIST’S PASSION

A 5 Week Study on Christ’s Passion
Narrated by Dr. Edward Sri
And Filmed in the Holy Land

A beautiful & prayerful way to prepare for our 2022 Lenten Journey.

Classes begin:
Monday, February 7 , 2022 and continue until Monday, March 7. 2022
6:00 pm — 8:00pm
St. Patrick’s Hall at 510 Manley Street

To register please contact Helen Kimball at helen.kimball@outlook.com or call 832-771-3001.
Helen will order the study guides, cost is $27.00.
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The Spring start of the men’s program called That Man is you! (TMIY) Session 14-26

has started. Weekly meeting are held on Friday Mornings 5:30

& AM to 7:00 AM. In St. Patrick Hall, 520 Manley Street Christ Our

iLight. That Man is You is an interactive men’s program that

combines the latest findings of modern science with the teach-

4 Ing of the Church and the wisdom of the saints to develop au-

i thentic male leaders capable of transforming themselves, their

families and greater society. Join us for food, fellowship, and

faith Fridays at 5:30 am. We will be done by 7:00 am. All men are welcome. Learn
more at tmiy.org or call/text Mike Kimball at 281-923-8314.
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TODAY’S READINGS LECTURAS DE HOY

First Reading — In a vision Isaiah is called to be a Primera lectura — En una visién, el Sefior de los ejércitos lla-
messenger for the LORD of hosts. Isaiah responds, ma a Isaias a ser su representante. Isafas responde,

“Send me!” (Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8) “iEnviame!” (Isaias 6:1-2a, 3-8)

Psalm — In the sight of the angels | will sing your

praises, Lord (Psalm 138). Salmo — Delante de los dngeles tafieré para ti, Sefior (Salmo

Second Reading — Paul reminds us of the gospel 138 [137]).

he preached through which we are saved, if we Segunda lectura — Pablo nos recuerda el Evangelio que nos
believe it predico por medio del cual somos salvados, si creemos (1 Co-
(1 Corinthians 15:1-11 [3-8, 11]). rintios 15:1-11).

Gospel — Jesus directs Simon to take his boat into
deep water for a miraculous catch of fish. Simon
and his partners leave all to follow Jesus (Luke 5:1-

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 5alma responsorial: Leccionario Hispanoamericano Dominical © 1970, Comisidn Episcopal Espafiola. Usado con
1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved permiso. Todos los derechos reservados.

Evangelio — Jesus instruye a Simdn a dénde llevar el barco
para pescar milagrosamente. Simén y sus comparfieros dejaron
todo para seguir a Jesus (Lucas 5:1-11).




Written by
THE
FAITHFUL
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February 6, 2022

Fifth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Is 6:1-2a, 3-8 | 1 Cor 15:1-11 or 1 Cor 15:3-8, 11
| Lk 5:1-11

GROW  AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

We put off all kinds of things for all kinds of reasons. I'll take
that trip with my family once my schedule clears up. Someday
I'll read that book collecting dust on my shelf. I'll volunteer

at church once | get my own act together. Today’s readings
remind us that God will take us as we are: We need only say
“yes.” In each of the readings, the protagonists - Isaiah, Paul,
and Peter - initially resist God’s call, fearing their sinfulness
disqualifies them. We may feel that way, too. However, in
each case, God forgives their sins and gives them the grace
to say, like Isaiah, “Here | am. Send me!” Their assent can be a
challenge to those of us who hold back from becoming more
involved in our parish or sharing our faith with others, fearing
we aren’t good enough or aren’t an expert in theology. Jesus
reminds us that it is ultimately not about us, but him. We
don’t have to be perfect, just willing to push past our fears
and trust him to make disciples of us.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

In today’s readings, we hear descriptions of Isaiah’s lips
touched by a burning ember, Paul being transformed from
persecutor to preacher, and the fishermen dropping their nets
to follow Jesus. In each case, that turning point led to a life of
witness. We may not have such a dramatic story to share, but
most of us can look back and see turning points: That influ-
ential teacher, the aunt who saw the best in us, a priest, sister,

" «COME AETER
T M E A N D I " WI LL can encourage us to be that person for others - the one who

or retreat leader who spoke to our hearts. Today’s readings

shows them the love of Christ and what a difference it can
make. Buoyed by God'’s grace, we can share the Good News

MAKE YOU

with others and accompany one another as we seek to follow
Jesus in our day-to-day lives.

ock / Getty images Plus

'y Carve out time to do something spiritual you’ve been
putting off - whether it's a retreat, morning prayer, or perhaps
volunteering in a parish ministry or other organization.

Getty Images/x




Stewardship

Inspiring a deeper understanding of true giving February 2022

nce upon a time a band of knights riding through

a forest saw hundreds of trees with targets paint-

ed on them and an arrow in the very center of ev-
ery target. When the king heard of this he sent the knights
back to find the archer who hit the bullseye every time. They
found a wee, small boy and brought him back to the king.

The king asked how he ever managed
such a remarkable feat. The boy an-
swered, “It’s easy, sir, first you shoot
the arrow, then you paint the target.”

Unfortunately, most churches today
can’t be quite as flexible as the small
boy in the story when it comes to setting
financial giving guidelines for its mem-
bers.

Christians sometimes wonder how
much they should give for God’s work.
Some people are inclined to be more
generous than others, and there is often
a question as to what is a person’s right-
ful response. One of the best guides for
Christian giving is proportionate giving.
St. Paul refers to it in the last chapter of
First Corinthians.

The Corinthians were taking part in a
collection for the poor and needy saints
in Jerusalem, and Paul gave them this
advice: “On the first day of every week,
each of you is to put something aside and
store it up, as he may prosper, so that
contributions need not be made when 1
come.” From his recommendations we
can see several guidelines for giving.

I. Make giving a priority. Determine to
give “on the first day of the week.”
Don’t wait until the end of the week
when the money is almost gone. If you

reach into your pocket or purse then,
there probably won’t be much left.
When you get paid, take out God’s
portion first and set it aside. Those
who give to God first, usually find that
there is enough left for other needs.

2. Make giving a regular habit. The
Apostle advises his hearers to practice
giving “every week.” Some people
can be very generous in response to a
specific appeal, but when their interest
in the appeal fades, so does their sup-

r

port. In order for God’s work through
the church to be effective, giving needs
to be a regular practice. No important
work can be planned or be effective if

(Continued on page 4)

Sw-\‘iu to the king-
dom of God must be
rendered by those who
offer their talents, but
never gel their names
into the papers, are
never publicly com-
mended, and are never
elected as a delegate.

Yet, in the eternal re-
cords of God the name
is inscribed, and after
it the notation, clearly
written:

“Well done, thou good
and faithful servant.”




]’he dignity of
tithing is that it

is voluntary. Tithing
is an act of acknowil-
edgment that God is

alive; an act of faith.

Our primary task is
to love God above all
things. The sacrifice
of material wealth for
God’s sake is a means
of deepening the love.
Love must be proven
with deeds.

Tithing is a practi-
cal way to accom-
plish these noble and
virtuous objectives. It
is more impactful as
a means of spiritual
progress because it is
voluntary.

Living Waters Run Deep

iving waters” brings to mind

sparkling waterfalls, waves

washing upon the beach, a
spring bubbling from underneath a
rock. a gentle rain falling, or of Jesus
who said, “Whoever believes in me, as
Scripture has said, rivers of living wa-
ter will flow from within them.” (John
7:38)

Living so aptly describes water, A
thirsty man attests to its living quali-
ties, a drooping plant responds to its
life giving properties, the skies are
washed clear by its falling and a very
weary soul finds rest in living water.

Created by God, it cannot be de-
stroyed nor more be produced. It is
fixed. Though we cannot destroy it,
we can abuse it, pollute it, misuse it.
and take from it its living properties,
making it a curse rather than a bless-
ing. It is ours to use, to protect, to
keep clean, and to appropriate wisely
so that it will give life to all it touch-
es. We cannot take for granted that
we will always have all the water we
need, where we need it.

Let us each accept our personal re-
sponsibility to be good stewards of the
water we have, lest our land cry out, I
was thirsty and you gave me no water

to drink.” Our need for conscious stew-
ardship of our living waters was never
greater than at present. <X

way we fulfill our role of steward,
with regard to these three gifts from
God: Time, Talent and Treasure.

Time. This is perhaps one of our
most important resources. What do we
do with the time that God gives us? Do
we waste it? Do we use it to better the
world in which we live? Do we spend
it in such a way that most of our “time”
1s for our selfish ends? Do we have a
healthy balance in our lives with regard
to time? Time used to better our life and
the life of those entrusted to us; time for
personal relaxation and refreshment.
How do you use your time?

Talent. We are perhaps one of the
best resources we have in order to reach
our destiny. Do I respect my own abili-
ties and gifts? Do | develop them and
use them for the kingdom of God? Do
I use the gifts God has given me so that
others may be happier? Do I see my-
self as unique, as important and gifted?
In what way have I used my talents for
myself, for my family, for my church
and community? Jesus chastized the
person who hid his talents under a
bushel basket, or buried them in the
ground. Have we done better with our
talents than that servant?

Treasure: With the God-given gifts
I am able to work, | am able to make

(Continued on page 4)



Dear Editor:

I feel that Stewardship articles and
messages should not shortchange the
Gospel theme of God’s love for us,
demonstrated especially in the minis-
try and sacrificial death of Jesus Christ.
This illustrates God’s love that is given
in spite of human disobedience; not of
love given as a reward for being nice.

L

The theme of God’s undeserved
kindness rightfully belongs in the topic
of Christian generosity. It is more than
a matter of church protocol to include
mention of the Gospel. God’s love for
humankind is the foundation. It sets the
tone, evokes generosity, prompts the
giving, keeps the attitudes straight, and
even blesses the outcome.

If Christian giving is treated pre-
dominantly as a “duty” prescribed by
“God’s Law,” then the missing part is
the motivating power of God’s love.
[ thought it would be helpful to your
readers to consider this.

Sincerely,

R. Guetner NY

Christ has no body now, but yours.
No hands, no feet on earth, but YOUrs.
Yours are the eyes through which

he looks compassion on this worl(d.

Yours are the feet with which

he walks to do good.

Yours are the hands with which
he blesses all the world.

Yours are the hands,

yours are the feet,
Yours are the eyes,
You are his body.

Christ has no body now but yours.
No hands, no feet on earth but yours.
Yours are the eyes through which

he looks compassion on this world.

Christ has no body now on earth but yours!

Gnu’ has created
each one of us
with some talents.
Such is the wonder
and mystery of God's
creatine activity that
each human being is
precious and unique
and given talents that
others do not possess.
Look seriously at
vourself and ask,
“What bag of gold
has God given me? "
and “What am [ going
to do with it?” One
major part of grow-
ing up in Christ is the
discovery of our own
strengths and how
we might use them to
glorify God and help
others.



“Make Giving a matter of faith.”

Continued from page 1...

Once upon a time...

support is sporadic. Paul’s advice is to
give regularly.

Make giving a commitment, Decide
to give a proportion of your available
income for God’s work. A percentage
is best. Write it in as the first item in
your budget planning. Consider this as
your first obligation at each pay period.
You should decide what proportion is
best for you. If you agree to give God
three percent of your income, and this
week you earn $100, you can give God
$3.00. If you agree to give God a tenth
(the Biblical tithe), your gift would be
$10.00. Most important, make a com-
mitment to God and follow through
with it

. Make giving a matter of faith. Paul

uses the phrase, “as you prosper.” He
realizes that your income may fluctu-
ate. You may work overtime one week
and be laid off for several days the next
week. Your income may be seasonal or

affected by other circumstances. But if

you give proportionately, you can give
something to God. The amount may
vary, but the percentage will remain
the same. Giving, after all, is a matter
of faith. We believe that God’s work is
important, and we give so that it may

continue. But giving is also important

for our sakes, for it is a natural and

grateful response to God.

Unlike the small boy in the story at the
beginning of the article, first paint your
target, then shoot your “giving” arrow.

(4

Continued from page 2...

Deacon Dave...

money and acquire property and pos-
sessions. But God has only placed me
in charge of this treasure, not only that
I might benefit from it, but that oth-
ers, who are not as fortunate as | may
benefit as well! Am | generous and am
I'willing to share, Do I hoard or am |
willing to let go? Remember. the only
treasure we take with ourselves into
eternity is the treasure we have given
away.

Many calls come to us, for our time,
talent and treasure. Do we respond to
these calls on the personal level, family
level, church level, community level?
Do we balance our response to these

calls? <X
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Co-Responsabilidad

Inspirando una comprension mas profunda de la verdadera generosidad

n una ocasién hace muchos afios, un grupo de

caballeros que cabalgaba por el bosque vio cientos

de arboles con circulos de tiro al blanco pintados y
una flecha clavada justo en el centro de cada uno. Cuando
el rey se enterd envio a los caballeros a buscar al arquero que
habia dado en el blanco en todos y cada uno de los arboles.

Encontraron a un nifio fragil y pequefio y

lo llevaron ante el rey.

El rey le preguntd como habia logrado
tal hazana. “Es muy facil, sefor, primero
tira la flecha y luego pinta el blanco”.

Desafortunadamente, la mayoria de
las iglesias hoy dia no pueden ser tan
flexibles como el nifio cuando se trata de
establecer los criterios de la contribucion
financiera para sus feligreses.

Con frecuencia los cristianos se
preguntan cuanto es lo que deben dar
para la obra de Dios. Uno de los mejores
criterios para definir la contribucion
cristiana es la proporcionalidad. San
Pablo se refiere a ella en el ultimo
capitulo de Corintios 1.

Los corintios estaban haciendo una
colecta para los pobres de Jerusalén,
y Pablo les djo: “El primer dia de cada
semana, cada quien debe separar una
porcion de su ingreso y guardarla, por
los cambios que pueda haber, para que
las contribuciones no se tengan que hacer
hasta que yo venga”. De aqui podemos
extraer algunos criterios.

1. Que la contribucidn sea prioritaria.
Hay que definirla “el primer dia de la
semana”. No esperar hasta el ultimo
dia, cuando el dinero esta a punto de
agotarse. Cuando recibas tu paga,

toma la porcion de Dios y apdrtala.
A quienes le dan primero a Dios,
usualmente les queda suficiente para
todo lo demas.

. Que dar se haga un habito regular.

El Apostol les recomienda donar a
su iglesia “cada semana”. Alguna
gente puede responder en forma muy
generosa a una colecta especifica, pero
cuando su interés en ella se desvanece,
lo mismo sucede con sus donativos.
Para que la obra de Dios a través de la

iglesia sea efectiva, dar debe ser una
practica regular. No se puede plancar
ni realizar ningtin trabajo importante
si las contribuciones son esporadicas.

(Contintia en pagina 4)

Febrero 2022

[ reino de Dios

es servido por
aquellos que ofrecen
sus talentos, pero cuyos
”()U?hf'(’.\' nunca S(”'()”
en los periodicos,
nunca son publicamente
reconocidos y nunca
son elegidos como
delegados.

Sin embargo, en los
registros eternos de Dios
esta inscrito su nombre,
seguido de una nota
L'[(”'(HH(’HR' escrita:

“Bien hecho, siervo
bueno y fiel”




a dignidad del

diezmo radica en
que es voluntario. El
pago del diezmo es un
acto de reconocimiento
de que Dios estd vivo; es
un acto de fe.

Nuestra tarea
primordial es amar a
Dios por sobre todas las
cosas. Sacrificar riqgueza
material en nombre de
Dios es una forma de
profundizar su amor. El
amor debe probarse con
obras.

Dar el diezmo es una
Jorma prdctica de
cumplir estos nobles
objetivos. Su impacto
como medio de progreso
espiritual radica en que
es voluntario,

Las aguas vivas
corren profundo

13

gua viva” nos sugiere
cascadas, olas, una fuente
entre las rocas, lluvia fresca
o Dios que nos dice, “Quien crea en
mi, como ha dicho la Escritura, rios
de agua viva brotaran de su interior”.
(Juan 7:3)

El agua esta vinculada
estrechamente con la vida. Un hombre
sediento puede atestiguarlo; una planta
marchita responde a sus capacidades
revitalizantes y un alma atribulada
encuentra descanso en ella.

Creada por Dios, el agua no puede
ser destruida o creada. Hay una
cantidad fija. Pero si podemos abusar
de ella, contaminarla, desperdiciarla
y despojarla de sus cualidades vivas,
convirtiéndola mas en maldicion que
en bendicion.

Es nuestra para usarla, para
mantenerla limpia, para apropiarnos de
ella sabiamente, pero no podemos dar
por un hecho que siempre tendremos
toda el agua que necesitemos y donde
la necesitemos. Es momento de pensar
seriamente en su conservacion, su
contaminacion, su uso prioritario y
nuestra dependencia de ella.

Aceptemos todos nuestra

responsabilidad personal de ser buenos
co-responsables del agua, no sea que
un dia la tierra nos grite “Tuve sed y
no me dieron agua para beber”. La co-
responsabilidad sobre nuestras aguas
vivas nunca fue tan necesaria como

ahora. TX

El Diacono David
hablo de
co-responsabilidad

W
éﬁtv )

s bueno reflexionar sobre como

cumplimos nuestro papel de co-

responsables respecto a estos

tres dones de Dios: Tiempo, Talento y
Dinero.

Tiempo. Este es uno de nuestros

recursos mas importantes. (Qué
hacemos con el tiempo que Dios nos da?
(Lo desperdiciamos? ;Lo usamos para
mejorar el mundo en el que vivimos?
(Empleamos la mayor parte de él para
nuestros fines egoistas? ;Guardamos
un equilibrio saludable en la manera de
usarlo? Tiempo para mejorar nuestra
vida y la de las personas bajo nuestro
cargo; tiempo para el descanso y la
convivencia personal. ;Como empleas
tu tiempo?

Talento. Nosotros mismos somos
quiza el mejor recurso que tenemos
para alcanzar nuestro destino. ;Respeto
mis propios dones y capacidades? ;Los
desarrollo y los pongo al servicio del
Reino de Dios? ;Los empleo de modo
tal que hagan felices a otros? ;Me veo
a mi mismo como una persona Unica y
dotada por Dios? ;De qué manera he
utilizado mis talentos para mi beneficio
y el de mi familia, mi iglesia y mi
comunidad? El sefior del relato de Jesus
reprendié al siervo que guardd sus
talentos bajo tierra. ;Hemos empleado
los nuestros mejor que ¢1?

Dinero. Los dones que Dios me

(Continta en pagina 4)



Querido Editor:

Yo creo que los articulos y mensajes
de Co-Responsabilidad 1o deberian
escamotear el tema evangeélico del amor
de Dios hacia nosotros, demostrado
principalmente cn ¢l ministerio 'y
muerte sacrificial de Jesucristo. Esto
ilustra el amor de Dios a pesar de la
desobediencia humana; no un amor
dado como premio por ser muy buenos.

Fl tema de la bondad inmerecida
de Dios hacia nosotros pertenece con
todo derecho al tema de la generosidad
cristiana.  Incluir  esta mencion
evangélica va mas alla del mero
protocolo eclesiastico. El amor de Dios
hacia la humanidad es su fundamento.
Define el tono, evoca la generosidad,
estimula el dar, mantiene las actitudes
correctas e incluso bendice los
resultados.

Si la generosidad cristiana €s tratada
predominantemente como un “deber”
prescrito por la “Ley de Dios”, lo que
se pierde es el poder motivante del
amor de Dios. Pens¢ que seria bueno
para sus lectores considerar esto.

Sinceramente

R. Guetner NY

Cristo no tiene otro cuerpo que el tuyo.
Ni otras manos o pies sobre la tierra
que los tuyos.
Tuyos son los ojos con los que
muestra su compasion en este mundo.
Tuyos son los pies con los que
camina para hacer el bien.
Tuyas las manos con las
que bendice al mundo.
Tuyas son las manos,
Tuyos los pies,
Tuyos los 0jos,
T eres Su cuerpo.
Cristo ya no tiene mas cuerpo que el tuyo.
No tiene manos ni pies sobre la tierra
sino los tuyos.
Tuyos son los ojos de su compasion
sobre la tierra.
iNo tiene otro cuerpo en este mundo que el tuyo!

Dim nos ha creado
a cada uno con
ciertos talentos. Tal
es la maravilla y el
misterio de la actividad
creativa de Dios que
cada ser humano es
uinico, con talentos que
ninguno otro posee.
Examinense
seriamente y
pregiintense, "¢ Queé
holsa de oro me ha
dado Dios? "y “;Qué
voy a hacer con ella?”
Algo muy importante
de crecer en Cristo
es el descubrimiento
de nuestras propias

fortalezas y como

emplearlas para
glorificar a Dios y
ayudar a los demas.



Viene de pagina 1.,
En una ocasion. ..

Lo que Pablo Propone es que sean

regulares,
3.Que 1Ia contribucion  seq un
compromiso. Decidan  dar una

porcion de sy ingreso  disponible
para la obra de Dios, [ 4 mejor forma
€S un porcentaje. Pénganlo como ¢
punto nimero uno de gy presupuesto,
Considérenlo COmo  su  primera
obligacion el dia de paga. Cada quien
debe decidir qué proporcién puede
contribuir. Si decides dar el tres por
ciento de ty ingreso y esta semana
ganaste 100 dolares, debes darle a Dios
$3. Si te comprometes g dar el diez por
ciento, tu contribucion sera de $10. Lo
importante es hacer un compromiso y
cumplirlo.,

- Que dar sea una cuestion de fe,
Pablo usa [a frase “por los cambios que
pueda haber”. Parte de que tu ingreso
puede fluctuar. Ung Semana puedes
trabajar horas extras y la siguiente
quedar sin trabajo algunos dias. Ty
ingreso puede ser estacional o variar
por otras circunstancias. Pero sidas en
forma Proporcional, el monto puede
variar, pero el porcentaje se mantiene
invariable. Dar eg una cuestion de
fe. Creemos que |5 obra de Dios eg

“Que dar sea unq cuestion de fe”

importante, y damos para garantizar

que contintie. Pero dar es también

importante Para mosotros mismos,

Y& que es una respuesta natural y

agradecida a Dios,

Adiferencia del nifio delrelato, primero
hay que pintar e| blanco y después lanzar
el flechazo de [a contribucion, €X

Viene de pagina 2.

El Diacono Davig.

ha dado me permiten trabajar, me
permiten hacer dinero Y adquirir
posesiones. Pero Dios solo ha puesto
todo esto bajo mj cuidado, para que no
solo me beneficie YO sino también otros
que no han sido tan afortunados como
Y0. (Soy generoso Y estoy dispuesto a
compartir? ; Acaparo o soy desprendido
con las cosas? Recuerden que lo tnico
que nos llevamos 3 |g cternidad es o
que les hemos dado 3 otros.

Con frecuencia se nos solicita
uestro  tiempo, talentos Yy recursos
cconomicos, (Respondemos ¢llo en
lo personal, en 1o familiar, en lo relativo
a nuestra iglesia y a nuestra comunidad
€N una forma balanceada? <
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