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Fifth Sunday of Lent
April 3, 2022

I consider everything as a loss because of the su-
preme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
— Philippians 3:8

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Every 1st weekend of the month ( Saturday Vigil
and Sunday Masses) blessing of all who have a birth-
day or Wedding Anniversary during the month.

| Pray for- ?

| Vocations ==

TIONS

to the Priesthood and Reli-

Archdiocese.
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I MEMORIALIZING THE SANCTUARY CANDLE |

If you are interested in memorializing the Sanctu-
ary candle, in memory of, in personal reverence and
petition or Special Intention for the week, stop by
the parish office for more information.
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ParishSOFT SIGN UP NOW
Giving

Sign Up for Christ Our Light
Online Giving Now

Christ Our Light now accepts online giving. Par-
ish Soft is out parish’s online giving program. En-
roll at the link the below. It is secure and easy to
use. You will be able to use Parish Soft for normal
tithing and special collections throughout the year.
Apps are available, so your cell phones/tablets can
be used for online giving.

https://giving.parishsoft.com/d1?uid=chri510191
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LA SOCIEDAD DE SAN VICENTE DE PAUL
CRISTO EL BUEN PASTOR
NAVASOTA/ANDERSON

Somos una organizacion religiosa, sin dnimo de
lucro, que presta servicios sociales a personas ne-
cesitadas. Nuestro numero de teléfono es

936-873-5002

PLEASE PRAY FOR VOCA- |

gious Life especially in ourl

MONTHLY REFRESHMENTS AFTER MASSES
Refreshment will be served after Masses the
first Sunday of each month. The refreshments
and service will be provided by the following:

Altar Society—January and July
Pastoral Council—February and October
Finance Council—March and September

R.E. Board—April and August
Stewardship—May and November
Choir—June and December
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS

Sth Sunday of Lent — *“... For his sake I have accept-
ed the loss of all things and I consider them rubbish,
that I may gain Christ...” Philippians 3:8 The first
commandment says that we should not put other gods
before the Lord. Sharing all of our gifts - our time in
prayer, our talent in charitable works and our treasure
to support the Church helps us keep God firs in every-
thing. It helps us from putting other gods before God.
It helps us from becoming a slave to our possessions. It
helps us to use our gifts for the glory of God and not for
the glory o ourselves.

“REFLEXIONES DEL BOLETIN DE CORRES-
PONSABILIDAD

Sto. Domingo de Cuaresma - “Por El lo he perdido
todo, y lo considero como basura a fin de ganar a
Cristo...” Filipenses 3:8 El primer mandamiento dice
que no debemos anteponer a otros dioses al Sefior.
Compartir todos nuestros dones - nuestro tiempo de
oracion, nuestro talento en obras de caridad y nuestros
tesoros para apoyar a la Iglesia, nos ayuda a mantener a
Dios en primer lugar. Esto evita que pongamos a otros
dioses en lugar del Sefior. Nos ayuda a no convertirnos
en esclavos de nuestras posesiones. Nos ayuda a utilizar
nuestros dones para la gloria de Dios y no para la gloria
de nosotros mismos.
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THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
CHRIST THE GHOOD SHEPHERD
NAVASOTA/ANDERSON

We are a non-profit, faith-based organization
providing social services to people in need. We
can be reached at 936-873-5002.




IGNITE

Ignite Parish Goal $208,632.00
Gifts Amount Received $75,785.00
39 Donors

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

2022 DIOCESAN SERVICE FUND

DSF Goal 26,200.00
Gifts Received
Gifts Received $11,051.00

31 Doner
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

MARY
A BIBLICAL WALK with the
BLESSED MOTHER

An 8 week Study Through the biblical Narrative of Mary’s life.
You will be introduced to the Blessed Mother on a personal level
and will see how Scripture, History, and Jewish culture reveal
the sorrows, anxieties, and joys Mary would have held in her heart.

Narrated by Dr. Edward Sri and filmed in the Holy Land

Classes begin:
Monday, April 25th 2022 and continue until Monday, June 20, 2022
6:00 pm — 8:00pm
St. Patrick’s Hall at 510 Manley Street

To register please contact Helen Kimball at helen kimball@outlook.com or call 832-771-3001.
Helen will order the study guides, cost is $27.00.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

s D ¢ TR The Spring start of the men’s program called That Man is you! (TMIY)
ey Session 14-26 has started. Weekly meeting are held on Friday Mornings
5:30 AM to 7:00 AM. In St. Patrick Hall, 510 Manley Street Christ Our
*¥% Light. That Man is You is an interactive men’s program that combines the
4 ’TN' W latest findings of modern science with the teaching of the Church and the
T RN A CPe wisdom of the saints to develop authentic male leaders capable of trans-
forming themselves, their families and greater society. Join us for food,
fellowship, and faith Fridays at 5:30 am. We will be done by 7:00 am. All men are welcome. Learn
more at tmiy.org or call/text Mike Kimball at 281-923-8314.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

We need volunteers for the following ministries: Parish Council, Finance Council, and English Baptism
Coordinator. Please pray and consider offering your time, talent and treasure to serve our

parishioners. Thank you for all you do.

Please contact Fr. Eli or Nelda Kurten at the parish office.
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Fifth Sunday of Lent DISCIPLE

Is 43:16-21 | Phil 3:8-14 | Jn 8:1-11

" GROW ' AS A DISCIPLE | pRrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

During Lent, we hear familiar stories: the event of Jesus’ trans-
figuration, the prodigal son, and today the woman caught in
adultery. Each reveals an aspect of God’s perfect love for us
and a glimpse of how we can reflect that love toward others.
In today’s Gospel, the Pharisees once again are testing Jesus,
saying the law demands that the woman caught in adultery be
stoned. Jesus responds, “Let the one among you who is with-
out sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” What a perfect re-
sponse to the Pharisees, and to each one of us when we focus
on the faults of another. Jesus’ words teach and challenge us
to look more closely at the ways we judge others - by appear-
ance, a social media post, political party, for example - and ask
ourselves whether we are truly doing so out of love. Closer to
home, we may be quick to point out our spouse or children’s
perceived faults, without acknowledging our own. Jesus invites
us to look at others - and ourselves - with the eyes of mercy.

. GO0 EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Every time we go out to dinner, my son makes fun of me for
agonizing over the menu: “You always regret what you pick!”
Indeed, regret can be a powerful emotion. Fortunately, the
dinner dilemma requires only that | mooch off of my son’s en-
trée. However, deeper regrets can bog us down and prevent
us from moving forward in faith. Today’s readings challenge
us not to wallow in past mistakes, preconceptions, or bad
habits. As we hear in Isaiah, “The things of long ago consider
not; see, | am doing something new!” We hear this idea again
from St. Paul, who writes of “forgetting what lies behind” and
straining forward toward “the prize of God’s upward calling,
in Christ Jesus.” In the Gospel, Jesus doesn’t dwell on the
past sins of the adulterous woman other than to say, “Go, and
from now on do not sin any more.” Fortunately, our Church
offers an antidote to regret and sin in the sacrament of recon-
ciliation. Whether it’s been a month or a decade, what better
time than Lent to return to this sacrament and experience
God'’s mercy and forgiveness?

ACT Take advantage of the additional opportunities many
churches offer for the sacrament of reconciliation during Lent.
Rusty? Check out this excellent guide for adults and children:
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thelightison.org/guide-to-confession.




Sunday Connection ,

God speaks to us in many ways, including through the Sunday
Scripture readings. The Sunday Connection provides useful
background and activities to better understand the upcoming
Sunday's Scripture readings, helping you to connect the Scripture
to daily life in a meaningful way.

Fifth Sunday of Lent, Cycle C
Sunday, April 3, 2022
Background on the Gospel Reading

The Gospel for the fifth Sunday of Lent continues to offer lessons about God's mercy and
forgiveness. Last Sunday we heard the Parable of the Prodigal Son from the Gospel of
Luke. Today we hear not a parable, but the report from John's Gospel of an encounter
among Jesus, the scribes and Pharisees, and a woman caught in adultery.

In John's Gospel, the conflict between Jesus and the scribes and Pharisees occurs much
earlier than in the Synoptic Gospels. Jesus' cleansing of the Temple in Jerusalem is
reported at the beginning of John's Gospel. Even after this event, Jesus continues to
teach in the Temple. After returning to Galilee for a time, Jesus again enters Jerusalem
and cures a man on the Sabbath. From this point forward in John's Gospel, the Pharisees
are described as making plans for Jesus' arrest and seeking his death.

In the chapter preceding today's Gospel, Jesus was teaching in the Temple area. Feeling
threatened by his teaching and his actions, the chief priests and the Pharisees are
already sending guards to arrest Jesus. The guards return, however, without arresting
Jesus because they have been impressed by his words. Even more than this, some among
the crowds are considering the possibility that Jesus is the Messiah. The chief priests
and the Pharisees change their plan. Before making an arrest, they seek to gather more
evidence against Jesus by posing a question intended to trap Jesus.

Today's Gospel begins by reporting that Jesus is again teaching the crowds in the
vicinity of the Temple. The scribes and the Pharisees approach Jesus, bringing a woman
who has been caught in the act of adultery. They put to Jesus the question of what ought
to be done in this case.

The Pharisees state clearly that according to the Law of Moses, those caught in the act of
adultery were to be stoned to death. Under Roman occupation, however, the Jewish
people did not have the authority to execute people; this is cited in John's passion
narrative. To answer the Pharisees' question, Jesus must propose an action that will be
either contrary to the Law of Moses or contrary to Roman law. The purpose of the
question appears to be



similar to the question about paying taxes found in Mark 12:13-17. Either answer, yes or
no, will support the Pharisees' case against Jesus.

Jesus avoids the trap, however, by offering an answer that was not anticipated by those
who posed the question. Jesus, after writing on the ground with his finger, addresses
those who stand before him and suggests that the one without sin cast the first stone.
Jesus then returns to his writing. This Scripture reading, by the way, is the only
evidence we have of Jesus writing. Yet there are no specific details about what he wrote.

We can easily imagine the scene as the Pharisees and the elders disperse, one by one.
Jesus has eluded the trap they had prepared. We might also give credit to the elders and
the Pharisees who do not, in the end, claim to be sinless and worthy of passing judgment.
These Pharisees are not as self-righteous as the portrait found in the parable of the
pharisee and the tax collector (See Luke 18:9-14),

Left alone with the woman, Jesus asks where the accusers have gone. With no one
remaining to condemn the woman, Jesus (the one who truly is without sin) sends the
woman on her way, refusing to pass judgment on her and exhorting her to avoid future
sin.

Jesus’ response to those who accuse the woman is more than a caution to us about
making judgment of others. It is a profound lesson in divine mercy and forgiveness. As
sinners, we are all unworthy to judge the sins of others and we would stand convicted by
God for our transgressions. Yet Jesus, the one without sin and thus our judge, offers us
who are sinners his mercy and forgiveness. Redeemed by Jesus' compassion, we are sent
to sin no more and to live in God's love and peace.



here is a story that goes back to the 1970s, told to

me by the pastor of one of the wealthiest men in

the area. This man came into his pastor’s study
one morning and said, “Pastor, can I have an hour of
your time?” | imagine that when you are the pastor of one
of the wealthiest men around you do not have much trouble
finding an hour of time for him!

But as they sat there, the man leaned
forward and said, “Now listen, [ want
you to listen to me very carefully be-
cause | have something to say and | want
to be understood. | want you to know
that there is an essential and abiding
tragedy at the heart of my life.” When
the pastor said this to me, my heart just
simply went down.

This man had done so much for so
many and given away millions, and en-
dowed all kinds of worthwhile ventures;
and I thought ... great heavens, what
kind of thing is he going to confess to
me that | am going to have to live with
when I have had so much confidence in
him?

The man said “yes, the great and
abiding tragedy at the heart of my life
is that I have no capacity to give. | can-
not give anything.” The pastor replied
“what do you mean, you cannot give
anything. You’ve endowed hospitals,
crippled children’s centers, you have
given millions away, literally millions,
for all kinds of great and good work in-
cluding the whole program of the church
at home and overseas, and in social en-
terprise and service.” To which the man
responded I didn’t think you would

understand. Don’t you realize that af-
ter I have done all these things, after |
have given all this money, that I am not
giving anything. | still have everything
that I could possibly want or need or
imagine left and 1 cannot get rid of it.
It goes on and it has to go on because
while I give a lot of it away, the rest of
it is used to keep people in employment

to keep industry going, to keep mines
open, to keep newspapers being printed,
in the variety of things that I own and in
which I am interested, and these people
are there and I cannot get out. I cannot
throw it aside. 1 still have the respon-

(Continued on page 4)

Stewardship

Inspiring a deeper understanding of true giving

April 2022

Wmh’l'c’r standard
we choose, be it
tithing or some other, it
must never be confused
with the reason for
giving. We give because
God has blessed us
and because we want
with all our hearts and
minds to return to God
that which has been

given.
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The Adventure of Giving!

iving is an adventure that makes one feel good about life. It in itself helps
one to experience happiness. Giving brings us together because there must

be a receiver as well as a giver. Many say that they are striving for happi-
ness, but remain at a distance in the clutches of monotony.
The adventure of giving releases us from doldrum. And what us surprises most is

onetary gifts to that it is so easy to give. Give a compliment to someone. Give an hour to a friend.
God teach us Give a portion of what we have to someone who has less.
patience and prudence. It is by giving that we become greater than the singular man ... a transformation
We learn how to control 1o the collective human. By giving to the church we become a part of the purpose
our inordinate wishing for which it was created ... to spread the Good News about salvation. When we
Jor many things that we give of our time and talent, we are actively involved in the church’s mission. When
buy. This discipline of we give of our wealth, we support that mission with our own power of life.
our will makes it easier Giving is an adventure into the lives of people whom we have never met, but

Jor us to live God’s law. ~ who are fellow members of the Kingdom of God. Reaching out into our hospitals
and helping console and care for the sick is an adventure in giving. Going to a
home for the aged and bringing food and shelter to those who need it are other ways

of giving. Through gifts of money it is possible to educate, heal and transform those

who, without the ministry of Christ, would continue in lonesome darkness.
Looking back then, giving our time, our talent and money is an adventure that can

bring thrills to others and to ourselves. This is the kind of happiness so many talk
about, but cannot find. <X

“Notable Quote 7
“It is possible to be content even when we are not
satisfied, for contentment is an ever-present feel-
ing in the heart that comes jrom Christ’s presence
in us. With this companionship it is possible to
work hard to achieve the Lord’s doing with our
talents and our time.”




Chrough the Stained Glass...
our church is made up of many
people. They come in all sizes
and shapes. Some are tall ...

others short. Some are big ... others

small. All of them are important!

You have put many picture puzzles
together. Whether the puzzles had 500
pieces or 1,000 or more, none of them
were complete until every piece was in
its place. If even one piece was missing,
the picture was not finished. A vacant
place was left to be filled. It is the same
way with the work of your church.

As a part of the membership of your
church, you have a place to fill. The
work can never be complete until your
place is filled.

How do you fit into the work of your
church? Some of you fill places of
leadership while others assist in other
ways. A beautiful picture of God work-
ing through the ministry of your church
can be formed if each one of us works
on the puzzle. But if even one person
fails to fill their place, something is go-
ing to be left undone.

There are so many opportunities for
you to serve God through the ministry
of your church. Here are just some sug-
gestions:

Religious Education: The religious

education program needs your atten-

dance. There’s always a place for you
to fill.

Music Program: What church couldn’t

use more involvement in the music pro-

gram? If your place in the choir is emp-
ty, fill it this week.

Worship Service: When God’s people
gather for worship, the congregation
isn’t complete if your place is empty.
Stewardship: The giving program of
our church needs your support. Until
every member has given as God has
blessed him, the giving program is
lacking. Is your part missing?

A picture puzzle is not complete un-
til every piece is in its place. Let’s work
together to form a beautiful picture of
what God can do through the ministry
of your church. Let’s see if every piece
of that picture can find and fill its place!

Dear Editor,

[t comes as a surprise to many that tith-
ing was practiced in pre-biblical days
and sometimes quite aside from re-
ligious purposes. The Egyptians and
Chaldeans, who occupied the fertile
valleys of the Nile long before the Old
Testament was written, dedicated one
tenth to their gods. The tithe was com-
mon in the history of the Phoenicians,
Arabians, Carthaginians, Chinese,
Greeks and Romans. Aristotle refers
to the tithe as an ancient Hebrew law
for the upkeep of real estate. There are
many other references to tithing aside
from the Scriptures. This fact is men-
tioned here only as an interesting fact
and without claiming any theological
significance. It has been suggested that
the tenth was used so frequently in an-
cient times because it was easy to cal-
culate on the part of those who had no
education.

E. A. Briggs

Lc’l us be generous
with gifts we can
give to others: Time,
Good Example, Accep-
tance, Seeing the Best
in People, Self-esteem,
Self-disclosure, Helping
Someone Learn Some-
thing New, Listening,
Fun, Letting Others
Give to You.
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A beautiful picture of God working through the ministry of your
church can be formed if each one of us works on the puzzle.

Continued from page 1...

There is a story...

sibility of it and the abiding tragedy at
the heart of my life is that I cannot give
anything.”

The pastor said “Quite frankly, I do
not understand the depth of the prob-
lem.” The man said, “I didn’t really
think you would, but let me tell you
something Pastor. It is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of
Heaven.” Now of course, if you go on
with that passage of Scripture, it even-
tually comes to the place where it says
“with man some things are impossible,
but with God all things are possible,”
even the rescuing of a rich man. But
that is an astonishing insight, that it is
difficult and requires divine grace to be
able to love and to have so much. We
are the first class passengers on Space-
ship earth, we are the rich man, and it
may be that there is an abiding tragedy
at the heart of our life, unless by some
divine grace we become able to love and Copyright © Parish Publishing, LLC
to give because we love, <X May not be reproduced without permission.

H. Vaughn 888-320-5576 www.parishpublishing.org




Co-Responsabilidad

Inspirando una comprension mas profunda de la verdadera generosidad

ay un relato de por alla de los 1970s que me

conté el pastor de uno de los hombres mais ricos

de la regién. Una maiiana este hombre llegé al
estudio de su pastor y le dijo: “Padre, ;me permite una
hora de su tiempo?” jMe imagino que siendo pastor de
uno de los hombres mas ricos de la comarca, no batallas
demasiado en encontrar una hora de tu tiempo!

Cuando estuvieron frente a frente, el
hombre se inclind hacia el pastor y le
dijo: “Mire, quiero que me escuche con
mucha atencion porque tengo algo muy
importante qué decirle y necesito que
me entienda. Quiero que sepa que hay
en el corazén de mi vida una tragedia
esencial y pertinaz”. El pastor me conté
que en ese momento habia sentido que el
corazon se le caia.

“Este hombre habia hecho tanto por
tanta gente y habia donado literalmente
millones de dolares y apoyado toda clase
de iniciativas valiosas, que yo me dije,
iCielos! ;Qué cosa me ird a confesar que
tendré que guardar, cuando yo siempre
le he tenido tanta confianza?”

El hombre dijo *“si, la gran y
persistente tragedia en el corazén de
mi vida es que yo no soy capaz de dar.
No tengo la capacidad de dar nada”.
El pastor le respondio, “;Qué quiere
decir con eso de que no es capaz de
dar nada? Ha financiado hospitales,
centros para nifios discapacitados, ha
donado millones, literalmente millones
de dolares para todo tipo de buenas
obras, incluyendo el programa completo
de la Iglesia tanto aqui como en otros
paises, asi como todo tipo de iniciativas

de servicio social”. A lo que el hombre
respondid: “Sabia que no me entenderia,
(No se da cuenta de que después de hacer
todas esas cosas, después de dar todo ese
dinero, en realidad no estoy dando nada?
Aln poseo, ain me queda todo lo que
pudiera querer o necesitar o imaginar,
y no me puedo deshacer de ello. Sigue
creciendo y tiene que seguir creciendo,

porque aunque regalo una buena parte, el
resto se queda para mantener a la gente
en sus empleos para que la industria siga
operando, que las minas sigan abiertas,
los periddicos sigan imprimiéndose y
toda la variedad de cosas que tengo y

(Continda en pagina 4)
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Cu.r/qmw'u que
sea la medida
que escojamos, sea
el diezmo o cualquier
otra, nunca debemos
confundirla con la
razon por la cual

damos. Damos porque
Dios nos ha bendecido

Yy porque queremaos

con todo nuestro
corazon y nuestra
mente devolverle algo
de lo que él nos ha
dado.




[ os regalos monetarios

a Dios nos enseiian
paciencia y prudencia.
Aprendemos a
controlar nuestro deseo
desordenado de muchas
cosas innecesarias que
compramos. Disciplinar
nuestra voluntad nos
Sacilita poder vivir la ley
de Dios.
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iLa aventura de dar!

ar es una aventura que nos hace sentir bien acerca de la vida. En si mismo
es algo que nos ayuda a experimentar la felicidad. Dar nos unifica porque
siempre hay uno que da y otro que recibe. Muchos dicen luchar por conse-
guir la felicidad, pero permanecen a distancia atrapados en la monotonia.
La aventura de dar nos libera de la depresion. Y lo mas sorprendente es lo ficil que
resulta dar. Decirle a alguien algo amable. Darle una hora de nuestro tiempo a un
amigo. Dar una parte de lo que tenemos a alguien que tiene menos.
Es dando como nos convertimos en algo mas grande que ¢l hombre aislado, nos
transformamos en el hombre colectivo. Dando a la Iglesia, nos hacemos parte del
proposito para el que ésta fue creada: para difundir la buena nueva de la salvacion.
Cuando damos algo de nuestro tiempo y talento, nos involucramos directamente
en la mision de la Iglesia. Cuando damos algo de nuestra riqueza, apoyamos dicha
mision con nuestra propia fuerza vital.
Dar es una aventura que nos liga a la vida de personas que nunca hemos conocido,
pero que son miembros como nosotros del Reino de Dios. Ir a nuestros hospitales
y ayudar a cuidar y consolar a los enfermos es parte de la aventura de dar. Asistir al
asilo de ancianos y dar comida y refugio a quienes lo necesitan son otras formas de
dar. Mediante donativos de dinero es posible educar, sanar y transformar a aquellos
que sin el ministerio amoroso de Cristo continuarian en una oscuridad solitaria.
Por todo lo anterior, dar nuestro tiempo, talento y dinero es una aventura que puede
hacer felices a otros y a nosotros mismo. Esta es el tipo de felicidad de la que tantos
hablan pero no pueden encontrar, <X

“Cita notable ”
“Es posible estar alegre aun cuando no estemos
satisfechos, porque la alegria es un sentimiento
permanente en el corazon que proviene de la presencia
de Cristo en nosotros. Con su compaiiia se facilita
trabajar duro para construir la obra del Seiior con
nuestro tiempo y nuestros talentos”.



u iglesia estd formada por

muchas personas. Todas vienen

de diversos tamafios y formas.
Unas son altas...otras bajas. j Todas son
importantes!

Seguramente habrdn armado un
rompecabezas en muchas ocasiones.
Sea que hayan sido de 500 piezas o
de 1000 o mas, no pudieron completar
ninguno hasta que cada pieza estuvo en
su lugar. Con solo una pieza que faltara,
la imagen no estaba completa. Quedaba
por llenar un lugar vacio. Lo mismo
sucede con el trabajo de su iglesia.

Como miembros de su iglesia, cada
uno de ustedes tiene un lugar qué
llenar. La obra queda incompleta hasta
que tomen el lugar que les corresponde.

Qué lugar le corresponde a cada
uno en el trabajo de su iglesia? Algunos
de ustedes llenan espacios de liderazgo,
mientras otros ayudan de diferentes
maneras. Podemos construir una bella
figura de Dios obrando mediante el
ministerio de su iglesia si cada uno de
nosotros tomamos nuestro lugar en el
rompecabezas. Pero si aunque sea una
sola persona falta de ocupar su puesto,
algo quedara sin hacerse.

Hay muchas oportunidades para
que puedas servir a Dios a través del
ministerio de tu iglesia. Estas son solo
algunas sugerencias:

Educacion Religiosa: El programa
de educacion religiosa necesita tu
asistencia. Ahi siempre habra un lugar
que t podras llenar.

Programa Musical: ;A qué iglesia no

le vendria bien una mayor participacion
en el programa musical? Si tu lugar en
el coro esta vacio, llénalo esta misma
semana.
Servicios Litargicos: Cuando el pueblo
de Dios se retine para sus celebraciones
religiosas, la congregacion no esta
completa si tu sitio permanece vacio.
Corresponsabilidad: El programa de
recaudacion de fondos necesita de tu
apoyo. Hasta que todos los miembros
(Continta en pagina 4)

Dear Editor,

Resulta sorprendente saber que el
diezmo era practicado desde los
tiempos pre-Biblicos, y en ocasiones
para fines muy distintos al religioso.
Los egipcios y los caldeos, quienes
ocuparon el fértil valle del Nilo mucho
antes de que fuera escrito el Antiguo
Testamento, dedicaban un tercio de su
riqueza a sus dioses. El diezmo era algo
frecuente entre los fenicios, los drabes,
los cartagineses, los chinos, los griegos
y los romanos. Aristoteles se refiere
al diezmo como una antigua practica
hebrea util para el mantenimiento de
los bienes raices. Hay muchas otras
referencias al diezmo aparte de las
Escrituras. Solo lo menciono aqui como
un hecho interesante, sin asignarle
ningun significado teoldgico. Se ha
sugerido que el diezmo fue empleado
como medida con tanta frecuencia
en los tiempos antiguos debido a que
resultaba facil de calcular por parte
de las personas que carecian de toda
educacion.

E. A. Briggs

Scumm generosos
con cosas que
podemos regalarle a
otros: tiempo, buen
ejemplo, aceptacion,
ver lo mejor en la
gente, auto-estima,
apertura, avudar a
alguien a aprender
algo nuevo, escuchar,
divertir, dejar que otros

nos den.



Se puede formar una bella imagen de Dio

s trabajando a

traveés del ministerio de nuestra iglesia si cada quien toma-
mos el lugar que nos corresponde en el rompecabezas.

Viene de pagina ...

Hay unrelato...

que me interesan sigan funcionando, y
toda esa gente esta ahi y yo no me puedo
evadir. No me puedo desentender. Sigo
teniendo la responsabilidad de todo ello
y la persistente tragedia en el corazon de
mi vida es que yo no soy capaz de dar
nada.

El pastor dijo, “Para serle franco, creo
que no estoy entendiendo ¢l fondo del
problema™. Y el hombre le contesto: “En
realidad no pensé que lo entenderia, pero
déjeme decirle algo. Es mas facil que un
camello pase por el ojo de una aguja que
un rico entre al Reino de los Cielos™,
Aunque por supuesto, si seguimos el
curso de ese pasaje de las Escrituras,
encontraremos el punto donde también
dice “Para el hombre hay cosas que le
son imposibles, pero para Dios no hay
nada que no sea posible”, incluyendo
la salvacion de un rico. Sin embargo,
la del hombre rico era una intuicidn
asombrosa: que resulta muy dificil y se
requiere la gracia divina para al mismo
tiempo poder amar y tener tanto. Somos

los pasajeros de primera clase en la
nave espacial que es la tierra; somos
los hombres ricos, y habra una tragedia
persistente en el corazéon de nuestra
vida a menos que por gracia divina
nos hagamos capaces de amar y de dar
porque amamos., <X
H. Vaughn
Viene de pagina 3...

A través del vitral ...

de la iglesia hayan dado en la medida
de las bendiciones que han recibido de
Dios, el programa estara incompleto.
¢Falta tu parte por hacer?

La figura de un rompecabezas no
estard completa hasta que todas las
piczas estén en su lugar. Trabajemos

juntos para formar una bella imagen

de lo que Dios puede hacer a través
del ministerio de tu iglesia. jVeamos si
cada pieza de esa figura puede encontrar
y ocupar el lugar que le corresponde!
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