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33rd Sunday In Ordinary Time A 
 

NOVEMBER 19, 2023 
 
                                                 Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00 am - 5:00 pm  

PASTOR: 
 

Rev. Giovanni Hùng Nguyễn 
 

Permanent Deacons: 
 

English Mass: 
Garry Janota 

Russell Pasket 
 

Spanish Mass: 
Rafael Millet 1st Sunday 

Jose Lauro Huerta 2nd & 3rd Sunday 
 
 

 

Mass Schedule 
Sunday Mass: 
Saturday Vigil: 6:00 pm 
Sunday: (English) 8:00 am 
Sunday: (Spanish) 1:00 pm 

Weekday Mass: 
First Saturday 9: 00 am 
Wed, Thurs, Fri 8:30 am 
Tuesday 6:00 pm (English) 
Thursday 6:00 pm (Spanish) 
 

Reconciliation Confession 
Tues, Thurs  
2nd & 4th Saturdays 
5:00 – 5:45 pm 
Confession by appointment:  
Parish Office  
Tel: 936-825-3920 

Confesiones 
Los martes, jueves y el segundo  
y cuarto sábado a las  5:00-5:45 pm 
y por cita  936-825-3920 
 
 

Website:  

 

Facebook. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/christourlightgh.org


 
  
 
 

Tues, Thurs  
2nd & 4th Saturdays 
5:00 – 5:45 pm 
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Rosary Prayed in Common 
Tues & Thurs: 5:40 pm 

Wed & Fri: 8:10 am 
Saturday: 5:15 pm 

Sunday: 7:15 am & 12:15 pm 

 PARISH REGISTRATION 
 

To our new parishioner, we 
welcome you to Christ Our Light 
Parish. Please register at the parish 
office or ask one of the Hospitality 
Ministers to help you.  For 
parishioners moving out of the parish 
or changing your address or phone 
number, please notify the parish 
office: 936-825-3920 or by email: 
admin@christourlight.org 

 

 SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
English Baptism preparation is 
completed via an on-line video class.  
Spanish Baptism Classes will be held 
in person.  Please call for Rosa or 
Felisa for class dates and times.  All 
Documents, forms and classes must 
be completed prior to the next 
upcoming scheduled Baptism date, 
turned in, and approved by the Pastor. 

  

The Sacrament of Baptism is a 
communal celebration; therefore, 
private baptisms are not celebrated at 
Christ Our Light.   
For English Baptism, contact Susan 
Pilger at 979-219-1360. For Spanish 
Baptisms, contact Rosa Torres at  
936-419-8974 or Felisa Paz at 979-
255-4361.  
 

 MEMORIAL CANDLES 
 

 
The Candle Stands are electrical.  
Anyone wanting to light a candle 
may do so by pressing the red button 
and give an offering.  The candle will 
burn for 12 hours.  Memorial Candles 
burning for one year are $150.00 
each.  Come by the parish office to 
schedule and pay your offering of 
$150.00  for your Memorial candle. 

 

 
P.E.R.A. (Perpetual Eucharistic 

Reparative Adoration) 
 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. 
following the 8:30 AM Masses  and will 
be reposed at 9:00 PM on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays at 5:45 PM before the 6:00 
PM Spanish Mass and Friday at 9:00 
PM. The “Church and the world have a 
great need for Eucharistic worship.  
Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of 
love.  Let us not refuse the time to go to 
meet him in adoration, in 
contemplation full of faith, and open to 
make amends for the serious offenses 
and crimes of the world.  Let our 
adoration never cease. “Please call 
Mary Rangel @ 936-419-9024  
 
 
32nd  Week Sunday Collection 
11/12/2023                                 $ 3,152.42 
   Online Giving          $     443.76 
   Maintenance Fund             $ 1,492.00 
   Retired Priest                       $      101.25 
   World Mission          $     100.00 
    

DIOCESAN SERVICES FUND 2023 

  2023 Parish Goal……… .…   $ 26,000.00 

 2023 Total Paid  

 (activity thru 11/14/23)       $  20,797.00 

 Difference Goal vs. Paid     $     5,203.00 
 

Pope Prayer Intention  
for November 

 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 

PARISH LIFE 

 
For the Pope 

We pray for the Holy Father; as he 
fulfills his mission, may he continue to 
accompany the flock entrusted to him, 

with the help of the Holy Spirit 
 

 
The Parish Thanks  

The Baldobino  
& 

Morales families 
  

for this past weekend 
altar flowers 

 
 

each one has received a gift, use 

it to serve one another as good 

stewards of God's varied grace"  

(1 Pt 4:10) 

 

Office of Child and Youth Protection  

USCCB Charter Audit 
CMGConnect online training 

 
The Safe Environment compliance training and 
renewal training is a condition of employment 
and for volunteer ministry in our Archdiocese. All 
clergy, employees, contracted school personnel, 
volunteers, members of groups, movements, and 
organizations over the age of 18, who work, 
volunteer or participate in any capacity are 
required to complete the Archdiocesan Safe 
Environment Training and a criminal background 
check before they may begin employment or 
volunteer activities. Mandatory renewal training 
must be completed every five years and a new 
background check submitted before the five-year 
expiration of prior training. 
For questions regarding the Child and Youth 
Protection Safe Environment Policy or 
assistance with compliance issues, contact 
Jeannie Nelson, Director of the Office of Child 
and Youth Protection jnelson@archgh.org 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston (archgh.org) 

 

 
 

mailto:jnelson@archgh.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY  NOV. 19             

8:00 AM         People of the Parish 

1:00 PM          Martin Ruiz Jr.+   

 MONDAY  NOV. 20 

NO MASS 

TUEDAY  NOV.  21 

6:00 PM          Tom & Joan Hensley+     

 WEDNESDAY  NOV. 22 

8:30 AM          Margret Frazier+  

THURSDAY  NOV. 23 THANKSGIVING 

8:30 AM          Torres & Rangel Families  

10:00 AM        Micheal Michels+ 

 FRIDAY  NOV. 24 

8:30 AM          No Mass 

SATURDAY  NOV. 25 

6 pm VIGIL MASS  Nina Rotello+ 

SUNDAY  NOV. 26 

8 AM               Cecil Wilde+   

      People  of the Parish 

   

 

                     

 

PARISH LIFE 

MASS 
INTENTION 

Retired Deacon 

Gregory Jelinek 

Sarafina Alo 

Andrew Castillo 

Braxton Castillo 

Jo Ann Clepper 

Frank Crouch 

Elizabeth Culmer 

Eva Estrada 

Liz Estrada 

Lois Finke 

Fabryna Hitchcock 

Liz Johnson 

Rachel Kammel 

Mary Ann Knowles 

Liz Kubricht 

John Lawrence 

Christian Mills 

Leslie Mills 

France Munoz 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

PRAY for THE 
CONTINUING 

RECOVERY 
OR COMFORT 

OF 
the infirmed and 

 
   

 

  THIS WEEK IN OUR 
PARISH 

 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

NO CCE Thanksgiving break 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

5:15 PM Adult Bible Study, SPH 

6:30 PM Spanish Legion of Mary, 

Church Cry room 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21 

5:00 PM to 5:45 PM Confession 

7:00 PM English Choir Practice, CH 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22 

NO CCE 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23 

12:00 PM English Legion of Mary, CH 

Cry room 

5:00 PM to 5:45 PM Confession 

7:00 PM Spanish Choir Practice, CH 

7:00 PM RCIA, SPH 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24 

6:00 AM TMIY Men’s Group, SPH 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25 

5:00 :00 PM to 5:45PM Confession, 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26 

NO CCE 

33RD SUNDAY NOVEMBER 19 
II Collection   Campaign for 
Human Development 
 

 

BUSINESS OFFICE: 
Guadalupe Diaz  

lupediaz@christourlight.org 
Nelda Kurten 

nelda@christourlight.org 
Bulletin & Weekly 

Announcement Deadline 
10 days in advance for new 

layout. Monday before noon for 
rush announcement. 

Email: 
admin@christourlight.org 

 

 
Angelina Petersen 

Wallace Petersen 

Irene Ramirez 

Lucila Rivera 

Zek Rueda 

Rosalinda Salazar 

Josh Sechelski 

Sherrie Shiflett 

Lydia Torres 

Jessie Torres 

Polly Uilkie 

Jessie Valadez, III 

Crystal Winkler 

David Woehler 

Trần Thị Tuyết Mai 

Kim Sechelski 

Dawson Shiflett 

Call the parish office when a 
member of our community 
has a need to be remembered 
in prayer, 936-825-3920. 
Also, if you have added a 
name to the prayer list, 
please call to let us know 
when to remove the name 
from the list.              Thank you. 

 

 

 

 
DSF SPOTLIGHT FOR THE WEEK: CATHOLIC CHARITIES 

Guided by God’s love and backed by the Diocesan Services 
Fund (DSF), Catholic Charities help people in need achieve 
self-sufficiency and life with dignity in southeast Texas. 
For 75 years, Catholic Charities has provided food, 
clothing, shelter and a network of support services to 
people of all ages and from all walks of life and religious 
backgrounds. Promoting social justice and serving as a 
voice for the poor and vulnerable. Annually, Catholic 
Charities provides help and creates hope for more than 
85,000 people as they create better lives for themselves 
and their families. The Diocesan Services Fund (DSF) 
supports 60+ programs benefitting 1.7 million Catholics in 
our Archdiocese  

mailto:lupediaz@christourlight.org


 
 

 
   
 
 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done, my good and faithful servant. . . . You were faithful in 
small matters. (Matthew 25:23) 
Don’t we all long to hear these words from Jesus when we meet him 
face-to-face? Though we stumble and fall, we put our faith in our 
Lord’s mercy. We hope that one day, we will greet our Master with 
joy and confidence rather than with fear and trembling. But how can 
we see this hope fulfilled? Today’s Gospel gives us a clue. In this 
parable, Jesus is doing more than giving financial advice. He’s 
teaching us how to be ready for his return in glory. 
Earlier in this discourse, Jesus told two similar parables. First, he 
spoke of two servants who are put in charge of their master’s 
household (Matthew 24:45-51). One is responsible and provides 
faithfully for his fellow servants. He is rewarded and put in charge of 
all his master’s property. The other is lazy, selfish, and cruel to the 
others; he earns a severe punishment. 
Jesus’ second parable involves two groups of women awaiting a 
bridegroom (Matthew 25:1-13). Some are wise and bring oil; some 
are foolish and do not. When the bridegroom returns, only the wise 
women have oil to light their lamps. They are ready to greet him and 
enter the feast. The foolish rush off to buy oil, but in the end, they are 
too late to join the celebration. 
Now in today’s parable, Jesus tries once more to show his disciples 
how to be ready for his return. He wants them—and all of us—to 
enter the feast of heaven and “share [our] master’s joy” (Matthew 
25:21). And that requires faithfulness. Jesus wants us to be like those 
servants who earned a return. He’s urging us to stay alert, obey his 
commands, and be faithful “in small matters”(25:21). Every act of 
love and obedience will help us to live as children of light. Then our 
hearts will be ready to greet Jesus and hear him say, “Well done!” 
“Lord, help me to be faithful, even in the small things.” 
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 Psalm 128:1-5   
 The Word Among Us 
   

 

Parish life/Around Our Archdiocese 

 

Te felicito, siervo bueno y fiel… has sido fiel en cosas de poco valor. 
(Mateo 25, 23) 
Todos anhelamos escuchar estas palabras de Jesús cuando 
finalmente nos encontremos con él. Aunque nos equivoquemos, 
ponemos nuestra fe en la misericordia del Señor. Esperamos un día 
encontrarnos con nuestro Maestro con alegría y confianza en lugar 
de con temor y temblor. En esta parábola, Jesús nos enseña cómo 
estar preparados para el momento en que él regrese en gloria. 
Más adelante en este discurso, contó dos parábolas similares. 
Primero, habló de dos criados que estaban a cargo de la casa de su 
señor (Mateo 25, 45-51). Uno es responsable y provee fielmente a los 
otros criados. Ese fue recompensado y puesto a cargo de toda la 
propiedad. El otro es perezoso, egoísta y cruel con los demás; ese se 
ganó un severo castigo. 
La segunda parábola que narró Jesús involucra a dos grupos de 
mujeres que esperan al novio (Mateo 25, 1-13). Algunas son 
previsoras y llevaron aceite; las otras son despreocupadas y no lo 
llevaron. Cuando el novio regresa, solo las muchachas previsoras 
tienen aceite para encender sus lámparas. Ellas están listas para 
recibirlo y entrar en la fiesta. Las despreocupadas se apresuraron a 
comprar aceite, pero al final, llegaron demasiado tarde para unirse 
al festejo. 
En la parábola de hoy, Jesús trata de mostrar a sus discípulos una vez 
más cómo estar preparados para su retorno. El Señor quiere que 
todos entremos al festejo del cielo y tomemos “parte en la alegría de 
[nuestro] señor” (Mateo 25, 21). Y eso requiere fidelidad. Jesús quiere 
que seamos como aquellos siervos que generaron ganancias. El Señor 
nos exhorta a mantenernos despiertos, a obedecer sus 
mandamientos y a ser fieles “en cosas de poco valor” (25, 21). Cada 
acto de amor y obediencia nos ayudará a vivir como hijos de la luz. 
Luego nuestro corazón estará preparado para recibir a Jesús y 
escucharlo decir: “¡Te felicito!” 
“Señor, te pido que me ayudes a ser fiel, aun en las cosas de poco 
valor.”Proverbios 31, 10-13. 19-20. 30-31 Salmo 128 (127), 1-2. 3. 4-
51 Tesalonicenses 5, 1-6 
 

 



 

 

 
Feast Day: November 21 

The Memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
in the Temple recalls – according to the apocryphal gospels, 
the day on which Mary, while still a child, was brought to the 
temple in Jerusalem to be offered to God. The Church wants 
to emphasize not so much the historical event in itself, of 
which there is no trace in the Gospels, but the total gift that 
Mary made of herself, by listening: “Blessed are those who 
hear the Word of God and observe it” (Lk. 11:28). This 
experience prepared the young girl from Nazareth to become 
the “temple of the Son of God”. 
While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and 
his brothers stood outside, asking to speak to him. But he replied 
to the man who told him, “Who is my mother, and who are my 
brothers?” And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he 
said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does 
the will of my Father in heaven is my brother, and sister, and 
mother”. (Mt. 12:46-50) 
The celebration of this feast dates back to the 6th century in 
the East with the dedication of the Basilica of Saint Mary the 
New built by the Emperor Justinian I near the ruins of the 
temple in Jerusalem. There is evidence that various 
monasteries in Italy celebrated the feast in the 9th century. It 
was not until the 15th century that it was included in the 
Roman Missal. 
This is also the on which the Church celebrates the World Day 
of Cloistered Life, established by Pope Pius XII in 1953. 
Bonds of love, not of blood 
For the Memorial of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the liturgy proposes the passage from Matthew that 
speaks about how we are “related” to Jesus. It is a 
relationship not formed by blood, but by imitation: “Whoever 
does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother, and sister, 
and mother”. To become a member of “His family”, one must 
do so not by blood or belonging to a particular religion. 
Rather, it is a free and personal choice that translates into a 
commitment to do the will of the Father. 
Mary, the first disciple 
Confirming what has just been said, Jesus Himself said this in 
responding thus to a woman who was praising His Mother: “ 
‘Blessed is the womb that carried you and the breasts at which 
you nursed.’ He replied, ‘Rather, blessed are those who hear the 
word of God and observe it.’ ” Mary is the woman who knows 
how to listen, who knows how to contemplate, who knows 
how to refer everything to her Son – “Do whatever He tells 
you” (Jn. 2:5). Mary is the One who never abandoned her Son 
Jesus, not even along the way of the Cross. She “stood” under 
the Cross. She is a disciple who never abandons the Lord 
Jesus, who always “stands behind” Him. 
Mary, model for Christians 
All of this can help us imitate the Virgin Mary. Every 
Christian is called to look at Mary so as to learn from her, to 
entrust themselves to her intercession and to guard the 
“purity of the faith” against any idols that surround us. 
 Vatican.org 

 

St. Andrew Dung-Lac (Vietnamese) 
On June 19, 1988, Pope John Paul II canonized a group of 117 
martyrs who died for the Roman Catholic Faith in Vietnam 
during the nineteenth century. The group was made up of 96 
Vietnamese, 11 Spaniards, and 10 French. Eight of the group were 
bishops, 50 were priests and 59 were lay Catholics. Some of the 
priests were Dominicans, others were diocesan priests who 
belonged to the Paris Mission Society. One such diocesan priest 
was St. Theophane Venard.  
St. Andrew Dung-Lac, who represents this group of heroes, was a 
Vietnamese diocesan priest. He came from a poor, non-Christian 
family and was taught by a Christian lay catechist. He worked in 
the missions with the priests of the Foreign Mission Society of 
Paris. He was imprisoned and repeatedly tortured during the 
persecutions of Minh-Meng, the emperor of Vietnam between 
1820 and 1840 who was famed for persecutions of the Christians. 
Among the many Vietnamese and international martyrs who died 
alongside St. Andrew Dung-Lac was Saint Peter Thi. This feast 
day, and the witnesses of the lives of the martyrs, give testament 
to the sufferings inflicted on the Vietnamese Church, which are 
among the most terrible in the long history of Christian 
martyrdom. Their memorial is November 24. 
St. Andrew Dung-Lac (Vietnamese) - Asian Catholic Initiative 
(archchicago.org) 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Who was St Cecilia, the Patron Saint of Music? Here is 
our brief guide to the melodious martyr… 
 

While Cecilia is one of the most renowned Roman martyrs, what we 
know about her is apparently based on legend. Cecilia was born into 
a noble family in Rome in the second century AD and was married 
against her will to an aristocrat named Valerian. On their wedding 
night, she told Valerian that she had taken a vow of virginity and 
she was protected by an angel. Valerian asked for proof of the 
angel’s existence and Cecilia told him to travel to the third 
milestone on the Appian Way to be baptized into the Christian faith. 
 
However, after burying Christian martyrs – which was illegal at the 
time – both Valerian and his brother Tiburtius, who was also a 
converted Christian, were tried and executed. Cecilia herself was 
also arrested, tried and executed: legend has it that after she was 
struck three times on the neck by the executioner’s sword, she lived 
on for three more days – with her last breath, she requested Pope 
Urban to convert the site of her execution into a church. 
It is said that Cecilia is the patron saint of music because she heard 
heavenly music in her heart during the wedding ceremony. 
However, it was over a thousand years before we see a more explicit 
musical connection, with paintings dating from the 16th century 
onwards portraying her with a viol or an organ. 
Appropriately enough, St. Cecilia’s Day on 22nd November also 
marks the birthday of several notable musicians 
Jeremy Pound November 22, 2019, BBC Music Magazine - 
Classicalmusic.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The saint of impossible causes is a terrific companion for this 
coming Advent season. 
St. Rita is said to be the saint of desperate situations. That is 
because she is the saint who teaches us hope. As we near the  
 
 

Why is St. Rita the saint of hope? 
 Throughout her life, she constantly showed hope in God and 
even joy in the face of uncertainty and pain. Born near Cascia, 
Italy, in 1381, Rita wanted to enter religious life from an early 
age, but was given in marriage by her parents to a very violent 
man, at just 12 years old. The marriage was a very unhappy 
one. Paolo Mancini, her husband, was ill-tempered, 
extremely violent, and unfaithful, making Rita’s life a misery. 
 
Still she trusted in the Lord. As well, catastrophe struck 
repeatedly during her life: Her husband was murdered by an 
old enemy (though not before his change of heart!) Her sons 
died suddenly before they could commit grave sin and murder 
for revenge. 
 
Now widowed, St. Rita turned to her former desire for 
religious life. But the convent she had always wanted to join 
refused her initially, and only let her in when the uncle had 
made peace with her late husband’s enemies. 
In many ways, Rita’s life was awful but it was also deeply 
beautiful. Whenever things got really dark, she always turned 
to God, displayed immense hope, and was always aided in 
doing good. 
 
Let St. Rita show you this light! “The people that walked in 
darkness have seen a great light” spoke the prophet Isaiah 
about the coming of Jesus  (Isaiah 9:1). The people of Israel 
were living in dark times, as did St. Rita for many long years. 
Thus St. Rita, like the shepherds, can help us see the “great 
light” when things seem a little bleak or even dark. She helps 
us understand that our true hope lies in Jesus.  
 
Why Christmas? Christmas is a time of joy, of festivity, of 
togetherness with family and friends. We take time off work, 
we go to church, and we remember that God made Himself 
man in order to save us. St. Rita, by her sense of complete 
hope and trust, can help us remember that God has already 
come to save us! She can help us appreciate all the more, just 
why Christmas is important: It is the light that shines in the 
darkness. 
 
So when you decorate your house and your Christmas tree, 
hang bright tinsel, light candles, and put-up lights, 
remember why: The lights in our homes reflect the lights in 
our hearts; and St. Rita is there to help us kindle those lights. 
Nicholas Taylor / Hozana - published on 11/14/23 
 
Rita well interpreted the “feminine genius” by living it 
intensely in both physical and spiritual motherhood. 
 

St. Pope John Paul II 

Grow in hope before 
Christmas with St. Rita 

 

The saint of impossible causes is a 
terrific companion for this coming 

Advent season. 
St. Rita is said to be the saint of desperate situations. That is 
because she is the saint who teaches us hope. As we near the 
beginning of Advent, preparing to relive the great dawn of new 
hope and the birth of the Savior of mankind at Christmas, we can 
discover how St. Rita is a sure help in times of need, and can teach 
us to have more hope and trust in God. 
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	St. Andrew Dung-Lac (Vietnamese)

