
sfcathedral.org          231 W. Commerce San Antonio, TX 78205                           @SFCATHEDRAL 

CATHEDRAL MASS TIMES 
SATURDAY MASS   
5PM 
SUNDAY MASSES   
8AM, 10AM, 12NOON, 2PM, & 5PM  

LIVE STREAMING   
DAILY MASS 
MONDAY|WEDNESDAY|FRIDAY  12NOON  
SUNDAY     8AM | 10AM 

WELCOME! 

SAN FERNANDO 
CATHEDRAL 

THE HEART OF SAN ANTONIO 
The oldest Cathedral Sanctuary in the United States Founded in 1731 

 
 

Most Reverend 
Gustavo García-Siller, M.Sp.S 
Archbishop of San Antonio 

 
Rector: 

Very Rev. Victor Valdez 
 

Parochial Vicar: 
Rev. Alejandro Ortega 

Rev. Ruben Garcia 
 

Deacons: 
Deacon Joe Marroquin 

Deacon C. Roger Macias 
Deacon Rogelio Morales 

Deacon Jesse Nuñez 
Deacon Ramon Figueroa 

 
 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Business Manager 

Ann Guajardo 
 

Director of Facilities                            
& Special Events 
Eloise Cortez-Lara  

 
 Director of Ceremonies & Media 

Cielo Perez  
 

Director of Religious Education 
Esperanza Arzate 

 
Music Minister 
Juan Carlos Paz 

 
Data Specialist 

Steven Garza 
 

Receptionist/Records 
Marinela Hernandez 

 
Gift Shop: 

Esther Macias - Manager 
Lupe Rodriguez 

 
Sacristan 

Marta Figueroa 
 

Maintenance:  
Arturo Bustamante 



WHAT’S INSIDE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MASS TIMES 
SUNDAY/DOMINGO 
 8:00 a.m.  (Español Televised) 
10:00 a.m. (English) 
12:00 p.m. (Español) 
 2:00 p.m.  (English) 
 5:00 p.m.  (Bilingual) 
 
MONDAY/LUNES |  
FRIDAY/VIERNES 
12:05 p.m.  
 
SATURDAY/SABADO 
5:00 p.m.  
 
 

CONFESSIONS 
WEEKDAYS 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
SATURDAY 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.  
SUNDAY 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 
 

LIVE STREAMING  
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
Parish Office (210) 227-1297 
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May 9, 2021 
6th Sunday of Easter  
 
“Remain in my love,” and, “I call you friends,” are powerful 
words that are found in John’s Gospel. Most of us probably 
have them committed to memory or have at least heard them 
proclaimed dozens of times. They are words that can easily 
become trite and quickly glossed over without fully pondering 
and digesting their profound beauty. When we take the time 
to immerse ourselves in them, they can radically change our 
lives and our relationships. They can open up new doors of 
adventure and hold countless possibilities for meaning. The 
essence of love and friendship are things that can easily be 
taken for granted. They have always been there and are a 
significant part of our lives. Many would say that they could 
not live without love and friendship, and they put a great deal 
of care into preserving, deepening and sustaining them. Love 
and friendship share a mutual relationship with each other 
that deserves more reflection. 
 
Where does love come from? We can consider relationships 
that have not succeeded and conclude that they were 
somehow due to our “failures in love.” In doing so, we assume 
that human beings are the ones responsible for love, its 
success and also its failure. While our weakness, emotional 
composition and sinfulness can easily impact our ability to 
love, its origin is not human. God is love. God is love’s author 
and origin. When we love, it is God who loves in and through 
us. It is because of this divine closeness that Jesus is able to call 
us friends! It is not because of anything we have done but 
simply because of who we are. Realizing and contemplating 
this awesome reality becomes a game changer across the 
board. It gives us reason to clear the table of anything that can 
adversely affect the way we love so that we can open the door 
for its author to shine forth. 
 
Coming upon this truth is what leads folks like St. Francis of 
Assisi to leave that which is comfortable and worldly and live a 
radical life. They relate with the love of God that radiates in and 
through all living things and appreciate their sacredness. It 
was having an intimate experience of God’s love and 
friendship that propelled St. Francis and others to embrace 
simplicity, act nonviolently, pursue humility, love enemies, care 
for the earth and open up avenues for true justice. 
Understanding this profound truth will also help us find 
peaceful solutions to world’s problems, restore relationships 
with our sisters and brothers, bring the grace of loving 
stewardship to creation and heal many wounds. Once we 
begin to see how wonderfully holy all of life really is, we 
discover joy. We lose our need for fear, develop a fierce 
fortitude, act prudently and seek justice. There is great power 
in love because it comes from God. It will never fail. It also 
enjoys the company of two other friends who are eager to 
become our friends as well: faith and hope. These are just as 
important to have and to share. 
 
Fr. Victor Valdez 

9 de mayo de 2021 
6º Domingo de Pascua 
 
La sociedad actual tiene muchos sufrimientos y 
sinsabores; la pandemia ha dejado secuelas que no se 
curan tan fácilmente. Existe mucho por hacer, a pesar 
de que tenemos grandes héroes que arriesgaron su vida 
por la salud de otros.  Tanto en el ambiente de la salud y 
la comida, hubo amor y esperanza de parte de mucha 
gente. Las personas eligieron hacer el bien en lugar de 
hacer el mal. La Iglesia misionera reza incansablemente 
por la salud y el bienestar de todos. ¿Qué hiciste tú, y 
que haces para aliviar el dolor de los demás? ¿Dónde 
pusiste tu amor durante el tiempo que estuviste en 
casa? 
 
Hoy, la Liturgia nos presenta a Jesús con el mandato de 
vivir la alianza del amor. “Ámense los unos a los otros: 
esto es lo que les mando” (Juan 15:17). Tener amor es un 
don que solo el Espíritu de Dios puede encender en los 
corazones. Bien decimos al invocar al Espíritu Santo: 
Ven, Espíritu Santo y enciende mi corazón con el fuego 
de tu amor. Este Espíritu de Dios habita en nosotros 
desde nuestro bautismo. Solo falta abrirle el corazón 
para que crezca su llama. De ese modo estaremos listos 
para la misión. Quien se sabe amado lleva hasta el 
extremo el mandato de Jesús. ¡Amar hasta el extremo! 
Sus buenas obras son silenciosas pero llenas de 
misericordia. Con estas obras se da razón de la 
esperanza, concretamente la esperanza cristiana. Señor, 
ayúdanos a querer lo que tú haces y que sepamos hacer 
lo que tú quieres de nosotros, especialmente en este 
momento de la historia.  
 
Fr. Victor Valdez 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER VICTOR 
UN MENSAJE DEPARTE DEL PADRE VICTOR 

SUPPORT OUR SAN FERNANDO CATHEDRAL  
 

TEXT SANFERNANDO TO 45777 TO DONATE  
OR DONATE ONLINE  

SFCATHEDRAL.ORG/DONATE 

Week of April 26 2021 to May 2, 2021   

Collections $7,456.38 Online Giving $1,499.11 

SCAN TO DONATE 



PRAYER & WORSHIP 

Sunday:  Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 [cf. 2b]/1 Jn 4:7-10/ 
  Jn 15:9-17  
  
Monday:  Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26—16:4a 
 
Tuesday:  Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 [7c]/Jn 16:5-11 
 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14/Jn 16:12-15 
 
Thursday:  Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/Jn 16:16-20  
  Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23  
  or Eph 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13/Mk 16:15-20 
 
Friday:  Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8]/Jn 15:9-17 
 
Saturday:  Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-10, 10 [8a]/Jn 16:23b-28 
 
Next Sunday:  Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23  
  or Eph 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13/Mk 16:15-20  
  Seventh Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26/ 
  Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20 [19a]/1 Jn 4:11-16/Jn 17:11b-19  
  
OBSERVANCES OF THE WEEK 

 
Sunday:  6th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day 
 
Monday:  St. Damien de Veuster, Priest  
 
Wednesday: Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs; St. Pancras, Martyr  
 
Thursday:  The Ascension of the Lord [holy day in some U.S. dioceses]; 
  Our Lady of Fatima 
 
Friday:  St. Matthias, Apostle 
 
Saturday:  St. Isidore; Armed Forces Day 
 
Next Sunday: The Ascension of the Lord; 7th Sunday of Easter;  
  World Communications Day 

WEEKLY READINGS 
LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 

Almighty and Everlasting God, the 
eternal salvation of those who believe 
in You, hear us on behalf of Your 
servants who are sick, for whom we 
humbly beg the help of your mercy, so 
that, being restored to health, they may 
render thanks to you in your Church. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen 

PRAYER FOR THE SICK 

MASS INTENTIONS 
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Carolyn Wright 
Rosie Heredia  
Mireya Perez 
Guadalupe Valdez 
Ruben Corpus 
Amy Webber  
Ty Cline 
Margo Lago 
Maria Regina Vidal 
Jacob Garza 
Maria Cardenas 

Rosa T. Sanchez 
Marta L.. Celerie 
Maria Y. Torres 
Ruben Alfaro 
Stephanie Luna 
Robert Scheffel 
Margarita 
Velasquez 
Jesse Vera 
Grace Herrera 
JoAnn Pena 
Judy Bloom 
Nicholas Garcia Jr.  
Charles Garcia 
Ella Treat 

Debbie Ruiz  
German Ortiz 
Sara Verrones 
Theresa Tovar 
Magaly Hernandez 
Rosie Rendon 
Carmen M. 
Calderon 
Carlos Francisco  
Vicky Tesillo 
Victor T. Castillo 
Gloria Pastrano 
Maria Elena 
Martinez 
Beatrice Ramirez 

Sylvia Trujillo  
Gloria Munoz 
Dolores Villarreal 
Javier Villarreal 
Maria Carmen 
Villarreal  
Tim Settles 
Martinez 
Rosa Settles 
Martinez 
Maria del Refugio 
Hinojosa 
Roberta Garza 
Janie Rodriguez 
Martinez 

Hector Amigo  
Silveria Padilla 
Juan Hernandez 
Christine Gallegos 
Gilbert A. Garza 
Rosary Gray 
Kendrick Rodriguez 
Keely Rodriguez 
Minera F. Sanchez 
Carolina Sanchez 
Diana V. Ibarra 
Cipiriano Gonzales 
Trey Webber 
Martin Maldonado 
Maria J. Castillo 

 

Saturday,  May 8,  2021 

5:00 pm +Alice Blackwelder Rosalinda Bautista 

 +Billie Whitestone Mr. & Mrs. Louis Whitestone 

Sunday, May 9,  2021 

10:00 am  +Choco Gonzalez Meza Daniel Meza Y Family 

 +Walter L. Patag Family 

12:00 pm +Maurillo Martinez Rosario Rivera 

 +Rosa Martinez Rosario Rivera (Daughter) 

2:00  pm  +Irma Nicolas Cheri & Dickie Longoria & 
Family 

 +Teresa Alvarado Soto Loving Son Fabian Soto 

 +Angelita Gonzalez 
Treviño Ellie & Javier Lara 

5:00  pm For San Fernando Community  

Monday, May 10,  2021 

12:05 pm +Teresa Gonzalez Ibarra Juan Gonzalez 

Tuesday, May 11,  2021 

12:05 pm For San Fernando Staff & Family 

Wednesday, May 12, 2021 

12:05 pm +John H. Flores  Mr. & Mrs. Louis Whitestone 

 Health of Ruben Garcia Mr. & Mrs. Louis Whitestone 

Thursday, May 13,  2021 

12:05 pm The Clergy of the Archdiocese of San Antonio   

Friday,  May 14, 2021 

12:05 pm +Luis Navejar Mr. & Mrs. Louis Whitestone 



UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS 
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PARISH MINISTRIES 
MEETING TIMES 
Hijas de Maria 
(Junta en Español/Spanish) 
1st Sunday of the Month 
11 am - La Sala (Above Poblanos) 
Contact: Gloria Gonzalez 
210-533-7475 
 
Knights of Columbus -(English) 
2nd Sunday of the Month 
3:30pm - San Juan Room 
231 W Commerce 
Contact: Deacon Joseph 
Marroquin 
972-800-8095 
 
Guadalupano Society-(English) 
3rd Saturday of the Month 
9:30am - Cathedral Choir Rm  
(Above Gift Shop) 
Contact: Maggie Marroquin 
214-605-9124 
 
Grupo de Oracion 
Every Tuesday (Junta en Español) 
7:00pm - Concepcion Room 
Contact: Rosa Escobedo 
210-717-2612 
 
Chorale 
Every Wednesday 
7:00pm - 8:15pm 
Cathedral Choir Rm 
 
Mariachi Choir 
Every Thursday 
6:30pm - 9pm San Jose Rm 
 
Coro Sagrado 
Every Thursday 
7:00pm - 8:00pm  
Cathedral Choir Rm 
 
Knots of Hope 
(Prayer Quilt Group) 
3rd Thursday of the Month 
2:00pm - 4:30pm  
Concepcion Rm 
Cati Reyna 
Contact: 210-748-9948 
 
Youth Ministry  
Adriana Holguin 
210-544-7173 
 
Pedaling for Christ 
Troy Sanorski 
210-544-7173 

Christmas Eve Mass 
Thursday, December 24th  
Join us for mass at the following times: 
1pm | 3pm | 5pm | 7pm 
 
Midnight Mass-Christmas 
Day 
Friday, December 25th  at 12:00am 
Join us virtually live on our social media 
platforms 
 

Christmas Day 
Friday, December 25th  
Join us for mass at the following times: 
8am | 10am | 12pm | 2pm  
 

Solemnity of Mary,  
Mother of God 
Friday, January 1st, 2021  
Join us for mass at the following times: 
8am | 10am | 12pm  

 
  

GIFT SHOP HOURS 
Mon - Fri   9:00am - 4:00pm 
Saturday   10:00am. 5:00pm 
Sunday     8:30am - 3:30pm 

 
Gift Shop: 210-357-5608 

LOS PADRECITOS 
SAN FERNANDO GIFT SHOP 

PRAYER 
Holy Spirit, show me how to honor God in church. 
 
MISSION FOR THE WEEK 
I will honor God by praying, singing, and listening to his word in church.  

Jesus loves you as 
much as his Father 
loves him. He wants 
you to love your 
family and friends as 
much as he loves 
you. You are his 
friend. He wants to 
spend time with you. 
Spend time praying 
to Jesus every day. 
Tell him that you 
love him. Share your 
food, toys, and 
clothing. Help your 
family and friends 
every day. Tell Jesus 
you do all good 
things in his name. 

Kids Corner READ THE GOSPEL 
& COLOR 

PRAYER 
Jesus, help me love my neighbor as much as you love me. 
 
MISSION FOR THE WEEK 
I will love my family and friends as much as Jesus loves me. 
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EXPERIENCE THE CATHEDRAL 
Founded in 1731, the historic cathedral continues to host thousands of 
visitors each year. The oldest cathedral sanctuary in the United States, 
the mother church of San Antonio’s Archdiocese, also the cultural and 
geographic center of San Antonio. Surrounded by its distinctive 
carvings, the nave is a beautiful and glorious space adorned by stained 
glass windows and Gothic style architecture 

SAN ANTONIO’S DESTINATION FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT! 
Weddings | Corporate | Rehearsal Dinners | Quinceaneras 
 
SAN FERNANDO BALLROOM AND CATHEDRAL CENTRE 
A venue with a picturesque setting located in the heart of Downtown 
San Antonio. Discover the venue by experiencing its colonial 
atmosphere surrounded by history to create unique, fun, and 
unforgettable event. 

HISTORIC CHARM IN THE HEART OF SAN ANTONIO 
WEDDINGS | BAPTISMS | QUINCEAÑERAS 

BOOKING NOW 2021-2022 
 
Check with our Wedding  
Coordinator and Facilities Director 
for additional details for date 
availability  if your event has been 
affected due to Covid19.  
Our team is here to assist you 
through this process ! ! 
 
The Venues at San Fernando is 
open for tours and events. 
 
Tours by appointment only.  
Contact Eloise Cortez-Lara at  
210.227.1297 ext. 126 or via  
e-mail:ecortez-lara@sfcathedral.org 

THE VENUES AT SAN FERNANDO 

CONNECT WITH US! 
 

@Venuesatsanfernandocathedral |  www.sfcathedral.org/venues 

05 

THE VENUES AT SAN FERNANDO CATHEDRAL 



God is love. These three simple words deserve a great deal of attention. 
They have the power to transform our relationship with God from 
something that is static and distant to one that is personal and real. We 
all know the power of love and how important it is to completing all of 
the human and divine circuits of our lives. But we do not often consider 
the awesome fact that it is given to us as a gift and is not simply part and 
parcel of the human package. God is the author of love and love itself. 
When we truly love another human being, it is really God being God in 
and through us. The love to which we are called and the love of which 
the Gospel speaks is a selfless love that seeks the wellbeing of not onl our 
significant others but of all of our brothers and sisters. This love, which is 
of God, is a love that will endure all things and bring immeasurable joy 
when experienced. It is the most sincere form of friendship. 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

What is the difference between a 
“Saint” and a “blessed”? 
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 LITURGICAL LIFE 

The process of proclaiming someone as a saint in the Catholic Church 
has evolved over the course of many centuries. In the beginning, those 
honored as saints were almost exclusively biblical figures or martyrs. 
However, after the legalization of Christianity in the fourth century, 
new holy women and men came to be honored as saints, and this was 
often done by popular acclaim or by the local bishop or abbot.  

It was Pope Gregory IX (who was pope f rom 1227 to 1241) who officially 
proclaimed that only the pope had the authority to add someone to 
the official list (the “canon”) of saints. This is the meaning of the word 
“canonization.” 

Today, the saint-making process includes several steps, including 
detailed studies of the person’s life and a recognition that they died as 
a martyr or lived a life of “heroic virtue.” Once someone is recognized 
as a martyr or if a miracle is attributed to their intercession, they will be 
beatified and honored as “Blessed.” This means that they can be 
celebrated by Catholics in a particular country or region or by the 
members of certain religious community. If another miracle occurs 
and is approved, then the “Blessed” is canonized and honored with the 
title “Saint,” meaning that they are now officially recognized as a 
universal model of holiness and an intercessor . 



CHOOSING TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
Love one another. The greatest commandment, the simplest commandment — 
and if you’ve ever loved anyone, you know it’s also the hardest.  
 
I’m man enough to admit it. I’ve seen one or two of those cheesy Hallmark movies 
that are especially popular around the holidays. Boy meets Girl. Boy and Girl 
encounter a catastrophic roadblock to their relationship — they’re coaches of rival 
high school volleyball teams, or he runs a dog kennel and she works at a feline 
rescue, so it could never, ever work out, right? But sprinkle a little movie magic 
over the whole situation and Boy and Girl find what Hallmark tells us is true love. 
 
I could make a list of all the things that are inaccurate about these movies, and 
something I would put right near the top — maybe even above the sometimes-
unbelievable storylines — is the idea that love is a feeling. 
 
See, I’m not sure if it’s accurate to call these movies love stories. Attraction stories, 
sure. But if you’ve ever forgiven someone who’s hurt you, nursed a dying parent, 
gotten up for an infant’s night feeding or let your kid have the last piece of cake, 
you know that real love is a verb. It’s something you do. And it is almost always a 
choice.  
 
Love one another. How often do we hear this? How often do we think about what 
it really means? How often do we take a moment to consider the action Jesus is 
asking us to take and the choice he is asking us to make? 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS SAN FERNANDO 
CATHEDRAL PARKING 
DURING MASS 
There are 2 parking options for mass: 
*First Option— Surface lot on Dolorosa 
before Flores St. (approx. 70 spaces). 
There is no fee. 
**Second Option— Bexar County 
Parking Garage on Flores St. 
 
For this garage, you must present your 
ticket per instructions below to receive 
complimentary pass: 
Available for pick up at the Gift Shop on 
Sundays after Mass Times: 8am, 10am, 
12noon, and 2pm. 
5PM Mass Times for Saturdays and 
Sundays. Tickets available from Mass 
Coordinators only. 
 
Garage ticket must be presented prior 
to receiving a complimentary ticket. 

LITURGICAL LIFE 
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THANK YOU TO OUR  
TV MINISTRY SPONSORS 

For more information for sponsorship, 
please contact us at 210.227.1297 

 
PRAYER FOR PRIESTS (USCCB): 
Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the gift of 
our priests. 
Through them, we experience your presence in the 
sacraments. 
Help our priests to be strong in their vocation. 
Set their souls on fire with love for your people. 
Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and strength 
they need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom. 
Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel. 
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry. 
Help them to become instruments of your divine 
grace. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
as our Eternal Priest. 
Amen. 
  
ORACIÓN POR LOS SACERDOTES (USCCB): 
Dios todopoderoso y lleno de bondad, te damos 
gracias por el don de nuestros sacerdotes. 
Por medio de ellos, experimentamos tu presencia en 
los sacramentos. 
Ayuda a nuestros sacerdotes a ser fuertes en su 
vocación. 
Inflama sus almas con el fuego de tu amor por tu 
pueblo. 
Concédeles la sabiduría, el entendimiento y la fortaleza 
que necesitan para seguir las huellas de Jesús. 
Inspírales la visión de tu Reino. 
Dales las palabras que necesitan para difundir el 
Evangelio. 
Permíteles experimentar gozo en su ministerio. 
Ayúdales a ser instrumentos de tu gracia divina. 
Te pedimos esto por medio de Jesucristo, que vive y 
reina como nuestro Eterno Sacerdote. 
Amén. 

FREE PARKING 

SATURDAY 
 

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
 
 

SUNDAY 
 

7:00 AM -  6:00 PM 

210 W HOUSTON ST PARKING LOT 


