
Don Antonio's Dispatch………… 
   Remember that this Tuesday, 15 August, is the Solemnity of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of Obligation.  This means that, unless we are 
sick, or cannot make a Mass due to work, we need to attend Mass under pain of 
sin.  But look at it this way: it’s a way to honor our Blessed Mother.  We come to 
Mass because we love her.  Masses will be at 8:15 a.m. (no incense) and  
6:00 p.m. (possibly incense).     
   Earlier this year I had an idea of a way to continue to beautify our church  
building.  This desire had come from the fact that a generous parishioner kept  
replacing palm plants on the back wall of the sanctuary, the part that looks like 
stone around the tabernacle.  Because of the  
angle, and the thickness and color of our stained-
glass windows, not enough light comes in, and the 
plants would die after a few months.  I wanted to 
add something that would last, and the first thing 
that came to mind were icons.  My alma mater, 
Lansing Catholic, has icons of the four evangelists 
(pictured here). 
   I think that the benefit of adding the icons would be to remind us that we worship 
God with the angels and the saints.  Our church does not have very many images 
of the saints, and almost none of them are in view during Mass to the majority of 
parishioners.  It also is a sign that we are still alive.  Dead things do not grow and 
adapt; living things are constantly growing and developing.  Furthermore, when 
people are in their home, they usually like to do little or big projects ever year or 
every few years.  Should we not do the same for God’s house?  I was cognizant of 
the fact that it would be an addition, but I was very particular that it would not be 
taking anything away from the church building.  (cont. on page 2) 
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 13 
9:00  † Richard Cox by Wayne & Julia Partridge 
11:00  † Frank Sowa by Barb Cunningham 
6:00  No Youth Group 
MONDAY, AUIGUST 14 
8:15  † Robert J. Centala by the Ruth family 
   (birthday remembrance) 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 15, THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
                  BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, a Holyday of Obligation 
  Parish Office closed 
8:15  † Patricia Strouse by Dick and Sue Combetta 
8:45  Tuesday Toasters  
5:30  NO Confessions 
6:00  † The parish 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16 
8:15  † Joseph B. Schwartz by Judy Middleton 
   (43rd anniversary) 
10:30  Woodhaven Mass 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 17 
9:30  Morning Glory begins (parish center) 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 18 
8:15  † Remi J. Rivard by Judy Middleton 
   (47th anniversary) 
9:00  Adoration (church) 
9:00  North End Soup Kitchen, Team 2 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 19, Feast of St. Pius X 
Ice cream social after Mass 
2:00  Victorious Missionaries (parish center) 
3:00  Confessions 
4:30  † Jeanne Barrett by Barbara J. Coates 
   (birthday remembrance) 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 20, Feast of St. Pius X 
Ice cream social after all Masses 

9:00  † Thomas Hyde by his wife, Mary and family 
11:00  † The parish 
12:00  Youth Group meeting with Fr. Anthony (church)  

Altar Servers for August 19 & 20 
4:30   T Weeks, G Weeks, A Brady 
9:00   G Taylor, R Banwell, D Mulligan 
11:00 N Kaplan, V Mathew, (volunteer) 

Lectors for August 19 & 20 
4:30   C Cramer  9:00   R Shand  

    11:00 J Love 

ALTAR CARE-Team 2 
 Linda Helmka, Kathy Hartner   

Don Antonio's Dispatch...cont. from cover 

   I wanted to get the input of parishioners, so I brought up my 

idea and my explanation of the icons to the different groups in 

the parish.  The Worship Committee was very much and  

unanimously in favor of the idea.  I then presented the idea to 

the parish staff.  They also unanimously were in favor of the 

idea.  I also presented the idea to the Parish Pastoral Council.  

At first the Pastoral Council was split 50/50.  But then, after a 

few weeks, one of the members who was not in favor, became 

in favor.  In any case, all of the members of the Pastoral Council 

were in favor of it being presented to the parish, and, if the  

parishioners were in favor, the council would support the move.  

Lastly, I presented the idea to the Finance Council.  They were 

very much in support, but wanted to make sure that we received 

donations for this project so it would not negatively impact our 

annual budget.  After all of these groups were presented with 

the idea, and most of the groups were in favor of the idea, I  

presented it to general parish at the meeting I held to talk  

about parish beautification.  There were around 50 people in 

attendance.  There were a few couples that were not excited 

about the idea, and they were honest and told me that they  

didn’t like it, and I appreciate their honesty.  The overwhelming 

majority of those who attended (I put the number at 66-75%, 

others put the number at 75-90%) were in favor of the idea.  

Having the input of the parish and the general support of the 

parish (I realize that there will always be people who do not 

agree with particular items), I presented the idea to the  

Diocesan Liturgical Design Committee.  From then it was  

presented to Alan Olsen, the Property Manager, and Bishop 

Boyea.  They all approved the idea.   

   The icons are being written (created) by Janet Peters, a  

woman from Williamston, who did the icons for Lansing Catholic 

High School.  She visited St. Pius X at the beginning of the  

process to help with knowing what colors to use and whether it 

would fit.  The four icons are 7 ft. by 34 in. each and will cost a 

total of $6,000, and we have already received donations to  

offset the costs.  That cost, though, is a steal, as you can buy a 

small icon (36 in. by 36 in.) created authentically as these will 

be, that would cost $800 or more each.  The four saints who will 

be depicted are St. Ambrose, St. Athanasius, St. John  

Chrysostom, and St. Augustine of Hippo (sketches below).  

These four saints are doctors (teachers) of the church 

(connecting us to our mission of teaching the faith especially 

through the school) and are the four saints who hold up the 

Chair of St. Peter in St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome (connecting us 

to our parish patron, Pope St. Pius X).  Two will be on each side 

of the tabernacle.  I know that these will help us in our  

celebration of the Mass, and remind us that when we come to 

Mass, we are also surrounded by angels and saints that we 

don’t see.  (continue on p. 3) 

OUR WEEKLY COLLECTION 
 

The weekly collections will be posted in 
next weekend’s bulletin, August 1 /  

Thank you! 
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Website: www.spxparish.com      

 

A Lesson in Symbiosis 
 

   Prior to becoming a principal,, I was a high school biology  
teacher. In biology there are three defined types of symbiotic  
relationships among organisms: parasitism, commensalism, and 
mutualism. Not to bore you completely here with a lesson, but we 
(our church and school) have a mutualistic relationship. Our  
coexistence benefits each other. We are mutually in a relationship 
together and can be strengthened by one another’s presence as 
well as harmed by the lack there of. Of course, in nature  
mutualism occurs among organisms of different species and you 
could argue that we’re the same species (which is true) but I think 
you get my point- we need each other to survive. 
   People no doubt look at the pews, a little less filled than a year 
ago, and know that change brought about the decline in  
parishioners. What is not so easily noticed is one’s choice to not 
accept change affects the other things connected to it. Less  
parishioners = less money to help the school. Of course, this is a 
mutualistic relationship remember; less students = less future 
parishioners. Do we have fewer students? The answer is yes, we 
do. We are going through changes as complex as a water crisis 
and a declining Genesee County population, to things more  
simple like finding new ways to market and grow our school and in 
turn our church. I’m sure one could argue that my direction in 
leadership has hurt our enrollment. I have witnessed many people 
in my life who run from change and are afraid of it. As the leader 
of our school, I stand in the face of it and move forward into it. I 
lead a school where when change happens we decide to build 
new playgrounds, purchase new resources, update and paint 
classes, and slowly put together a team of strong Catholics ready 
to teach the children of today. Standing strong in the face of 
change ensures that the pews will be filled tomorrow. God’s will, 
of course, is connected in every nuance of what we do. Still, after 
22 years of being a parishioner and starting my 10th year as  
principal I try to make decisions that mutually benefit all of us. 
A few weeks ago, on August 1st, I came to work for my official 
back to work day. I started the new year with the most important 
task on my list first: attend Mass at 8:15 am. As I walked out of 
Mass, Father Anthony welcomed me to the new year (which is 
humorous because he knows I work a lot over the summer and he 
sees me often). I smiled back at him, shook his hand, and gave 
him a pat on the back and said, “let’s do this thing one more time 
together!” 
 
   And so, the great circle of life continues. 
 
 
 
Keep the Faith (1 Timothy 6:12) 
R.J. Kaplan 
Principal 

VBS “Lost at Sea”  
  A special thank you to all our volunteers for their 
time and patience.  Thank you to the parish for 
your many donations that helped cut cost for this 
worthwhile program for our children. 

 
Pope Francis Prayer Intentions for August- Artists 

That artists of our time, through their ingenuity, may help everyone 
discover the beauty of creation  

 

Religious Education Department 

 

A NEW SHAPE TO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
  FOR CHILDREN     
“Stay connected to your faith”  Time’s a ticking.  

Please take a moment to sign your children up for Religious 
Education.  Call (810) 235-8574 to register.  When leaving a 
voicemail give your information and a call back number.   
 

 
Morning Glory first meeting is Thursday, August 
17 from 12:30 pm-2:00 pm in the parish center. 
 
 

 

 

The Divine Mercy Apostolate is a 
Eucharist Apostolate active at SPX. The cena-
cle meets on September 11, 2017 at 6:00 pm 
in the  parish center. Please call (810) 235-8574
 for  more information or to join the cenacle. 

St. Pius X Catholic School Job Posting: St. Pius X  
Catholic School is looking for a computer teacher (must be 
a certified teacher in any area) for the 2017-2018 school 
year. If interested, please send a resume, letter of interest, 
and three reference letters to:  principal@stiusxcatholic.org  

Don Antonio's Dispatch...(cont. from p. 2)   As 

with anything, I know that not everyone will agree with these  

additions, but I am happy that, throughout the process, there was 

overwhelming support by parishioners who have been here since 

the beginning, and new parishioners.  I think this will show people 

that we are continuing to grow and develop here, and may make 

us a church to visit as we will have something no one else will 

have in Genesee County.  It is my hope that Bishop Boyea will 

come to bless these icons 

when they are installed.    

 

St. Pius X Catholic School, Flint is accepting resumes for a 
First Grade Teacher.  We are looking for a faith-filled and  
energetic person who is self-motivated and loves working with 
children. Applicant should be a practicing Catholic, and hold a 
valid Michigan certification. Successful candidates must be  
enthusiastic, hardworking, and possess strong communication 
skills with students, parents, and staff alike.  The ideal applicant 
will be a teacher who is able to embrace enrollment management 
initiatives, differentiate curriculum, and use technology as a tool to 
enhance their teaching through Smart boards, laptops, and iPads. 
Knowledge in writer's workshop is a plus. Interested candidates 
can email their cover letter, resume, and a minimum of 2-3 letters 
of recommendation to:  principal@stpiusxcatholic.org. Applications 
will be accepted until position is filled. 



legal help for injured people

Larry Day
Attorney

lawrencedaylaw.com
Grand Blanc, MI

GARRISON'S  HITCH  CENTER
HITCHES AND RENTAL EQUIPMENT

 4108 Corunna Rd. (3 blks. E of I-75) 810-234-8979

We Sell & Install For Less
5th Wheel  Hitches • Complete Electric Brakes - Axles - Tires

Bike Racks • Table & Chair Rental

www.flinttrailerhitch.com

$1.00 OFF ANY WASH PACKAGE

SPX

COUPON

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

WITH THIS COUPON

$5.00 off
any complete

oil change and lube
at Fast eddie’s

Expires 8/26/17

Excludes Express Wash

VALID AT ALL LOCATIONS

DB’s Sewing Machine Service
David Baxter, Parishioner

Service all Makes and Models
- free eStiMateS -

Call (810) 938-0815

David P. Kelly, CFP®
Stocks • Mutual Funds • Retirement Plans • Corporate & Municipal Bonds • CD’s
8245 Holly Rd., Suite 201 • Grand Blanc 810-695-3589 • 800-521-9767

1225 West Hill Rd.
235-2345

Owned & Operated by
Rick R. Lamb & Family

www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com

FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION CENTER

4112 S Dort between briStol & Maple  810-743-4210

arishioner www.djtire.net

DiamonD Jim’s
auto & tire service center

10% off any Service - Free Tire Rotation

Consult your Yellow Pages for nearest location.
232-9115  is closest  to St. Pius X Parish

Serving Flint Since 1945

MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS

CommerCial, industrial & institutional

(810) 232-7459 24 Hour Service
(810) 232-0740

W
illiam E.
 alter, Inc.

W St. Pius X Catholic School

F  moving Forward
20% off for new families

g-3139 hogarth ave., Flint , mi 48532
(810) 235-8572

SPXPariSh.com

Woodhaven Senior
Community

(810) 230-1070 
5201 Woodhaven Ct. Flint, MI

Celebrating
27 Years Multi Cultural Serving All Faiths

Melissa J. Butts
Owner/Director/Manager

(810) 232-0187
901 Garland, Flint, MI

www.doddsdumanois.com

Thomas Green, Executive Director
Senior Portfolio Mgmt Dir.
Financial Advisor

2370 S. Linden Rd, Flint, MI 48532
810-230-2920  tom.green@morganstanley.com

© 2013 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.                         NY CS 7653826 BC006 08/13

Collier finanCial serviCes - Curtis Collier
Registered Representative Securities offered through 

Sagepoint Financial, Inc. Member FINRA, SIPC
Branch Office: 432 N. Saginaw St., Ste. 432, Flint, MI 48502

810-239-3535  ccollier@sagepointadvisor.com

Retirement Services • Investments • 401(k) Rollovers

Attorney at Law
F. Jack Belzer

	W	Hill	Road	•	Flint	 810-234-3300
Caroline D. Mathew M.D.

Internal Medicine
Primary Care

for Adults
(810) 733-2311

4212 Lennon Rd. Flint

James M. Snow
Agent

810-732-3360
G-3535 Beecher Rd., Flint • www.jimsnow.net

jim.snow.b0sz@statefarm.com

State Farm®

Insurance All Risk insuRAnce
ROBERT G. DAVIES Jr.

AUTO • BOAT • MOTORCYCLE • LIFE • HOME
URBAN PROPERTIES • LANDLORD • RENTERS

G-2503 Flushing Rd.
Flint, MI 48504

Bus: 810-238-4055
Fax: 810-238-06293460 N Genesee Rd. • 736-3830

New Work    Repairs    Modernization
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING INC.

Bob & Jim Desrochers
Managers

Call Deb Myers
616-554-3285

dmyers@diocesan.com

Thank our Advertisers with your patronage
They help make our  weekly bulletin possible.
Let them know where you heard about them.

HARMONY
Dry Cleaning and Laundry

“We do a common job uncommonly well!”

20% Discount to Parishioners

G-5204 Corunna Rd.
810 732 0771

Mon • Wed • Thurs • Fri  -  9am-6pm
Tue  -  7am-7pm

Serving St. Pius X Parish
Burton  Davison

Flushing  Lapeer  Flint
Montrose/Clio  Fenton

(810) 715-3542  •  www.ELGACU.com

2415 E VIENNA RD. • CLIO

Quality Craftsmanship
- RON AYOTTE -

810-238-2660

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11340516
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11340614
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11340704

