
First Sunday of Advent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Light one candle for hope, one bright candle for hope. 
He brings hope to everyone. He comes. He comes. 
 

 
 

 
Guess what time it is?  Please sign 
up for the Children’s Pageant at our Christmas 
Eve 4:00 p.m. Mass.  The sign up sheet is in 
the narthex.  We need 10 children to present a 
good play that will be done before the  
4:00 p.m. Mass.  We are also looking for  
established musicians willing to share their 
talent before this Mass.  Please sign up to   
volunteer.  Call Cindee at (810) 235-8574.  
Let’s celebrate the birth of our Lord together! 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, Return Giving Tree Ornament 
  Student Council bake sale after Masses 
  Christmas wreath pick up 9:00 am—1:00 pm 
9:00  † Richard Swanson by Janet Graham 
9:00  Adult Choir (church) 
11:00  † The parish 
6:00  Confirmation prep (youth room) 
7:00  Youth Group (St. Robert’s youth room) 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 4 
8:15  † Joan Lemere by Janet Graham 
1:00  Altar Society meeting & potluck (parish center) 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5 
8:15  † Mary Ann Wells by Paul Wells 
8:45  Tuesday Toasters  (parish center) 
12:30  Bible Study (parish center) 
5:00-5:30 Confessions 
6:00  33 Days to Morning Glory (teacher’s lounge) 
7:00  K of C meeting (parish center) 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6 
8:15  † Craig Rich by MaryBeth Leet 
6:00  CCD ( parish center/convent) 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7 
9:45  Divine Mercy Chaplet/School (church) 
6:45  Adult Choir practice (church) 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, The Immaculate Conception of The Blessed 
Virgin Mary, a Holy day of obligation 
  SCHOOL MASS/Parish office closed 
8:15  † The Parish 
6:00  † Arturo Tiong by Laraine Tiong & family 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, All Giving Tree gifts back 
Witness to Hope participation weekend 
10:00  Worship Committee (teacher’s lounge) 
3:00  Confessions 
4:30  † Tom Page by the family 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
All Giving Tree gifts back/Witness to Hope participation weekend 
9:00  † Michael Wojciechowski by John and  
   Marlene Wojciechowski 
9:00  Adult Choir (church) 
11:00  † The parish 

7:00  Youth Group (St. Robert’s youth room) 

Altar Servers for December 9 & 10 
4:30   L Decker, T Weeks, G Weeks 
9:00   D Mulligan, D Stacy, volunteer 
11:00 L Danic, V Mathew, N Kaplan 

Lectors for December 9 & 10  
4:30   C Cramer  9:00   E Fitzgerald 

   11:00 R J Kaplan 

ALTAR CARE-Team 2 
Linda Helmka, Kathy Hartner  

 

Don Antonio's Dispatch… 

 

   Happy Advent!  This is the beginning of our new liturgical 
year, and it’s jam-packed!!  This week we not only welcome 
Bishop Boyea at the 9:00 a.m. Mass for the first Sunday of  
Advent, we also have two other major celebrations. 
   Our first celebration is St. Nicholas.  While more popular in the 
Eastern churches, St. Nicholas is also quite popular in the West.  
If fact, in Dutch-speaking countries, he was called Sinterklaas, 
and it is when families would give gifts to each other, in  
commemoration of St. Nicholas who gave secret gifts.  In fact, 
St. Nicholas was from Turkey, and was put in prison during the 
persecution of Diocletian.  He was also present at the Council of 
Nicea, which deposed the priest Arius, who taught that Jesus 
was not consubstantial with the Father.  According to Catholic 
legend, St. Nicholas was so mad at this heresy from Arius, that 
he hit Arius in the face.  In modern times St. Nicholas is  
associated with Santa Claus (an anglicization of Sinterklaas), 
but as a Church we celebrate a holy bishop who was  
persecuted for his faith in Jesus, and helping to preserve our 
belief that Jesus is truly God.   
   Our second celebration is the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  This is a Holyday of Obligation.  We will 
have Mass at 8:15 a.m. (with the school children, without  
incense), and at 6:00 p.m. (with incense).  The 6:00 p.m. Mass 
will be celebrated by Bishop Carl Mengeling, Bishop Emeritus of 
Lansing, who will also bless the new icons in our sanctuary.  I 
want to thank our choir for agreeing to sing that evening for 
such a great event.   
   The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
celebrates when Mary (not Jesus) was conceived by  
Sts. Joachim and Anna without the stain of sin.  Exactly nine 
months from now (8 September), we will celebrate Mary’s  
nativity (birthday).  Make sure to honor your Blessed Mother and 
go to Mass.  Bishop Mengeling always has good homilies, too, 
so it’s an added incentive.   
   I will also say that our church is not decorated for Christmas 
for a reason.  Too often we can rush immediately from  
Thanksgiving to Christmas, and not truly prepare for Christmas.  
We’ll hold off on decorating for Christmas until it’s much closer 
to Christmas time, in order to help our eyes, minds, and hearts 
feel a hunger for Christ to come as we celebrate His Nativity in 
the flesh.  But, if you’re interested in helping to decorate our 
church for Christmas, please call the office for more details. 

Another way to support the Witness to Hope  
campaign is to put it in your estate plans.   
While we don’t want anyone to die any time 
soon, it is a great way to continue to do great 
work that the Foundation will do to support 
Catholic Education, Catholic Charities, and our 

’
 

  

OUR WEEKLY COLLECTION 

Decorating in the Church for this Christmas  
season will be on Thursday, December 21 at  
8:30 am.  Anyone is welcome to help.  Donna’s 
donuts will be available to all of our helpers.  Please 
call the church office (810) 235-8574. Together let’s 
make our church beautiful for Christmas! 

Week of: 11/19/2017    11/26/2017 Year-to-Date 

Budgeted income $   9,700.00 $  9,500.00 $ 261,500.00 

Actual income $   9,217.94 $ 12,095.00 $ 231,092.35 

Surplus (deficit) $    (482.06) $   2,595.00 $ (30,407.65) 

Fr. Anthony is looking for a housekeeper.  If  
anyone is interested, please call the church office  

(810) 235-8574. 
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Grace & Gifted 

 

   We have a student population that is full of grace. Notice I did 
not say perfect. But I do believe that our students are full of grace 
and being a Catholic school lends itself well to teaching children 
what it means to show grace. Years ago I was struggling, as a 
new principal, with a parent that was challenging my patience (no 
way, really?). Father Robert told me that, “even if I am 100% right 
and they are all wrong, if I don’t let grace in I can’t let God in.” 
Grace is something that we can teach our students every day, 
and yes even us parents can learn a thing or two about it. 
But parents also expect, demand for that matter, high academics 
at St. Pius X- and rightfully so. This year I am proud to announce 
that seven of our 8th grade students have been recommended into 
Northwestern University’s Academic Talent Search (NUMATS). 
These students have studied hard for their academic  
achievements and have a chance to take their high school ACT 
test this school year. All of our students here are full of grace and 
gifts. So often we share the success of our students gifts on the 
field, the court, and in after school clubs. It is awesome to see 
such a large group of kids with high academics take their first step 
into a larger world. These students have shown excellent  
Academics.  I am excited to announce: Lucas Danic, Marianne 

Dion, Marielle Hatfield, Emma Jones, Simon Kaplan, Allie Sexton, 

and Dillon Stacy. Congratulations kids! 

Keep the Faith (1 Timothy 6:12) 
R.J. Kaplan 
Principal 

Tuesday afternoon Bible Study meets 12:30 pm to 2:00 pm in 
the parish center— 
December 5-Ephesians,  December 12-Philipians 
January 9 & 23- Colossians and 1 Thessalonians 
February 6 & 20-2 Thessalonians and 1&2 Timothy 
 
Wednesday evening Bible Study meets 6:00 pm to 
7:30 pm in the Choir room. Please enter through 
the community room/gym doors between the  
parish center and the church.  There is great  

parking there as well.  

December 13-Philippians 
January 10 & 24-Colossians and 1 Thessalonians 
February 7 & 21-2 Thessalonians and 1&2 Timothy 
 

Religious Education Department 

 

“Keep your children connected to their faith”  December  
Theme is Advent and Salvation History. Remember we offer our 
Wednesday evening program from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm and CCD  
religion online class for busy families.  

 
The Divine Mercy Apostolate is a Eucharist 
Apostolate active at SPX.  Our next cenacle 
meeting is Monday, December 4th from 6:00 pm 
to 7:30 pm in the parish center.  We will be in 
week 13 of the manual. 
 
 
The First Week of Advent:  33 Days to Morn-

ing Glory began Tuesday.  Please keep this 
group in prayer as they begin a journey in search 
of Jesus through the Mary of Love. Consecration 
Day is on Friday, December 29th following the 
8:15 am Mass. 
 

GROW & GO 

Pray for the Catholics Come Home  
campaign happening in our diocese 
from December 6, 2017 to January 7, 
2018!  "Like" Catholics Come Home on 
Facebook www.facebook.com/
catholicscomehome.org   
(CCH's Facebook page includes daily 
inspiration and updates)  

St. Pius X/St. Robert’s Youth Group: Join us this 
Sunday, December 3rd at 7:00 pm in the Youth 
Room at St. Robert’s parish, Flushing for a faith-
filled, fun evening. 

Join us in Lighting of the Advent Wreath-- If 
you or your family would like to join us in lighting 
of the candles on our Advent Wreath during the 
Advent Season, please call the parish office  
(810) 235-8574 to sign up for a Mass. Help us to 
prepare for Jesus when he comes again. 

Please return all Giving Tree gifts wrapped 
with the Giving Tree Tag securely attached to 
the wrapped gift, no later than December 10th.  
Catholic Charities will be picking up all of the 
wrapped gifts.  Thank you to all for your kindness. 

SPX Catholic School Barnes & Noble Book Fair is being held 
Saturday, December 2 until 8:00 pm at Genesee Valley 
Barnes & Noble. If you are unable to stop in for holiday shop-
ping and gift giving, it’s not too late to help.  Order 
items at: 
bn.com/bookfairs to support us online from 12/2/2017 
to 12/8/2017 and enter Bookfair ID 12252201 at 
checkout.  Thank you for your support! 

All Children are invited to have Breakfast with  
Santa on Saturday, December 16th from 9:00 am to 
11:00 am in the SPX community room.  Cost is $10 
per family.  The Secret Santa Workshop will be open 
too! You can visit the Secret Santa Workshop  

beginning on Thursday, December 14 and Friday, December 15 in 
the Youth Room during the school day.  Come and enjoy some 
fun while doing Christmas shopping!! 

HOLIDAY SCRIP NOTES: Plan ahead for your Christmas  
shopping. Families who purchase or order SCRIP now through 
Friday, December 22 will receive 100% profit (rather than the  
usual 60%) toward their tuition. We have several gift cards on 
hand and many more can be ordered...gift cards also make great 
stocking stuffers! Stop at the office to see what is available.  
Orders are placed on Monday mornings (orders must be in by 
8:15 am) and are available for pick-up on Thursday afternoons. 
The last order date before Christmas break is Monday, December 
11. (There may be another order on Monday, December 18, but 
delivery before the school break is not guaranteed.) 

St. Pius X Altar Society meeting and potluck luncheon is  
Monday, December 4 at 1:00 pm in the parish center.  Please 
bring a dish to pass and table service. In the place of a gift  
exchange, please bring an unwrapped personal item or two to 
donate to Catholic Charities. All ladies of the parish are invited. 



LEGAL HELP FOR INJURED PEOPLE

Larry Day
Attorney

lawrencedaylaw.com
Grand Blanc, MI

GARRISON'S  HITCH  CENTER
HITCHES AND RENTAL EQUIPMENT

 4108 Corunna Rd. (3 blks. E of I-75) 810-234-8979

We Sell & Install For Less
5th Wheel  Hitches • Complete Electric Brakes - Axles - Tires

Bike Racks • Table & Chair Rental

www.flinttrailerhitch.com

$1.00 OFF ANY WASH PACKAGE

SPX

COUPON

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

WITH THIS COUPON

$5.00 OFF
ANY COMPLETE

OIL CHANGE AND LUBE
AT FAST EDDIE’S

Expires 8/25/18

Excludes Express Wash

VALID AT ALL LOCATIONS

DB’s Sewing Machine Service
David Baxter, Parishioner

Service ALL Makes and Models
- FREE ESTIMATES -

Call (810) 938-0815

Owned & Operated by the Sharp Family
Additional locations in Fenton & Linden

1225 West Hill Rd.
235-2345

Owned & Operated by
Rick R. Lamb & Family

www.swartzfuneralhomeinc.com

FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION CENTER

Consult your Yellow Pages for nearest location.
232-9115  is closest  to St. Pius X Parish

Serving Flint Since 1945

MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL & INSTITUTIONAL

(810) 232-7459 24 Hour Service
(810) 232-0740

W
illiam E.
 alter, Inc.

W

St. Pius X Catholic School

F  MOVING FORWARD
20% OFF FOR NEW FAMILIES

G-3139 Hogarth Ave., Flint , MI 48532
(810) 235-8572

SPXPARISH.COM

COLLIER FINANCIAL SERVICES - CURTIS COLLIER
Registered Representative Securities offered through 

Sagepoint Financial, Inc. Member FINRA, SIPC
Branch Office: 432 N. Saginaw St., Ste. 432, Flint, MI 48502

810-239-3535  ccollier@sagepointadvisor.com

Retirement Services • Investments • 401(k) Rollovers

Caroline D. Mathew M.D.
Internal Medicine

Primary Care
for Adults

(810) 733-2311
4212 Lennon Rd. Flint

Michigan
CatholicMatch.com/goMI

HARMONY
Dry Cleaning and Laundry

“We do a common job uncommonly well!”

20% Discount to Parishioners

G-5204 Corunna Rd.
810 732 0771

Mon • Wed • Thurs • Fri  -  9am-6pm
Tue  -  7am-7pm

Serving St. Pius X Parish
Burton  Davison

Flushing  Lapeer  Flint
Montrose/Clio  Fenton

(810) 715-3542  •  www.ELGACU.com

2415 E VIENNA RD. • CLIO

Quality Craftsmanship
- RON AYOTTE -

810-238-2660

James M. Snow
Agent

810-732-3360
G-3535 Beecher Rd., Flint • www.jimsnow.net

jim.snow.b0sz@statefarm.com

State Farm®

Insurance

3460 N Genesee Rd. • 736-3830
New Work    Repairs    Modernization

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING INC.

Bob & Jim Desrochers
Managers

4112 S DORT BETWEEN BRISTOL & MAPLE  810-743-4210

ARISHIONER www.djtire.net

DIAMOND JIM’S
AUTO & TIRE SERVICE CENTER

10% off any Service - Free Tire Rotation

Woodhaven Senior
Community

(810) 230-1070 
5201 Woodhaven Ct. Flint, MI

Celebrating
28 Years

Attorney at Law
F. Jack Belzer

	W	Hill	Road	•	Flint	 810-234-3300

David P. Kelly, CFP®
Stocks • Mutual Funds • Retirement Plans

Corporate & Municipal Bonds • CD’s
8245 Holly Rd., Suite 201 • Grand Blanc

810-695-3589 • 800-521-9767

Life’s Best Moments Start Here

Mon-Fri: 10am - 7pm
Saturday: 10am - 5pm

Sunday: 12pm - 5pm

5212 W. Pierson Rd
Flushing, MI 48443

(810) 732-6950
www.macksoods.com

Pools • Hot Tubs • Furniture • Billiards & Gaming Tables • Fireplaces • Grills

All Risk insuRAnce
ROBERT G. DAVIES Jr. • Parishioner of St. Roberts 

AUTO • BOAT • MOTORCYCLE • LIFE • HOME
URBAN PROPERTIES • LANDLORD • RENTERS

G-2503 Flushing Rd. • Flint, MI 48504
Bus: 810-238-4055 • Fax: 810-238-0629

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11340614
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11340117
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11340516
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=11340704

