
MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Immaculate Conception Church Parish and 
the Mission of the Sacred Heart 

is a welcoming community, 
centered in the Eucharist, rooted in faith, 
growing in fellowship, and sharing in unity 

the mission Christ entrusted to us. 

Catholic Church † Mission of the Sacred Heart 
865 Hatchell Lane (70726); P.O. Box 1609 
Denham Springs, Louisiana 70727 
Phone (225) 665.5359 Fax (225) 665.4422 
churchoffice@icc-msh.org 
www.icc-msh.org  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION VOL. 43 
ISSUE 16 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Rev. Frank M. Uter ................................... Pastor 
Rev. Amal Raj, I.M.S. ............. Associate Pastor 
Mike Chiappetta ................... Permanent Deacon 
Rudy Stahl ............................ Permanent Deacon 
George Hooper ..................... Permanent Deacon 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil ...................................... 4:00 p.m. 
 ...................................... 7:00 p.m. Spanish Mass 
Sundays ............................. 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 
 9:00 a.m. (MSH), 11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 
Monday-Wednesday-Thursday-Friday .. 8:30 a.m. 
Tuesday ............................. 6:00 pm followed by 
 Novena/Benediction 
Holy Days .................................... As announced 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Tuesday ...................................... 5:30-5:50 p.m. 
Friday ........................................... 8:00-8:20 a.m. 
Saturday ...................................... 2:45-3:45 p.m. 
Other times as announced or by appointment. 
 

BAPTISMS: Notify Parish Office during 
pregnancy. Instruction for parents and 
godparents is required. 
 

MARRIAGE: Contact the Parish Office at 
least six months before desired date. 
 

PRAYER LINE: (confidential ministry) 
Contact Ms. Pat Pastor at 225.664.1097. 
 

CARE OF THE SICK: Emergency calls are 
answered immediately. Home visitation is for 
the sick and shut-in. Hospital visits are weekly 
and upon request. 
 

CHRISTIAN BURIAL: Please make 
arrangements by calling the Parish Office. 
 

PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION CHAPEL:  

Open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
Contact Allison Renfrow at 225.978.1892.  
 

FORMED: Go to  http://icc-msh.formed.org, 
enjoy access to this free online Catholic 
gateway. 
 
Information for The Grapevine 
(published weekly) should be called 
in to the Parish Office at least two 
weeks prior to the event. 

Church of the  
Immaculate  
Conception 
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Divine Mercy Sunday 
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Parish Life  ♦   Outreach  Parish Life ♦ Announcements 

WAYS TO STAY CONNECTED 
 

 flocknote.com/iccds.                   
Important on the spot 
text messaging to all 
parishioners. If you haven’t signed up yet, please do so 
by using the link above. 

 Immaculate Conception has a YouTube channel!  ICC 
Denham Springs. Go to: https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCphQiz8K823ADdVIR872xcg?
pbjreload=10.   Click subscribe. 

 ICC website: icc-msh.org. We will post updates, prayers 
and materials on the front page under “Coronavirus 
2020” 

 Facebook: Church of the Immaculate Conception and 
Mission of the Sacred Heart. Like us, and you will start 
seeing us in your newsfeed.  

 COVID-19 Resource Center—Communications &         
Resources from the Diocese of Baton Rouge during the 
Coronavirus Pandemic:  https://padlet.com/diobr/
covid19 

Special Announcements 
 

The church will remain open from 7:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. every 
day for private prayer. Please continue to distance          
yourselves if there are other people in the church with you. 
There is a table as you enter the church with important      
updated information along with The Grapevine and Spiritual 
Communion Prayer cards for your convenience. 
 

All Masses have been suspended until further notice.  For 
more details, please read the current statement from Bishop 
Duca at: http://www.diobr.org/2017-07-11-14-43-21/
covid19-english  
 

At this time, there are no scheduled reconciliation services. 
If you are in need of reconciliation, please call the church 
office at 225-665-5359 and leave a message with Fr. Frank 
or Fr. Raj so they may schedule a private time with you.  
 

The church and religious education offices are closed   until 
the “Stay at Home” mandate has been lifted. We will be 
checking messages periodically through our extensions 
which are listed on the answering machine message.  

Church office: 225.665.5359;  
Religious education office: 225.665.5926.  

 

Young at Heart Bus Trip for  May 20th to Silver  Slipper  
is CANCELLED.  We will reschedule for a later date in the 
year. 
 

The Religious Education staff continues to work from home. 
They are continuing to take registration over the phone. Call 
the office and leave your name and phone number, and Jane 
will call you to register your children. Children entering first 
grade in the fall must register for first grade religion this 
year in order to make First Eucharist in the second grade.  

Kidney Health 
 

March was National Kidney Month so I thought we 
would visit a minute with the dynamic duo of filtration—
your kidneys!  The kidneys work to remove water and 
waste (the normal breakdown of tissues and food) from 
the blood.  If the waste products were not removed, they 
would build up in the blood and damage the body.  The 
kidneys are a sophisticated processing machine that    
filter up to 200 quarts of blood a day.   
 

The risk of someone developing kidney disease is        
increased with high blood pressure, diabetes, family    
history, over 60, obesity, and race (more at risk are                  
African-Americans, Asians, Hispanics and American   
Indians.) 
 

What can be done to keep the kidneys healthy? 
 

 Have annual lab work to check kidney function. 
 Keep blood glucose level in control. 
 Keep cholesterol in target range. 
 Decrease salt—1,500 milligrams per day. 
 Eat healthy. 
 Limit alcohol. 
 Increase physical activity. 
 Lose weight if applicable. 
 Do not smoke. 
 Watch Ibuprophen/Naproxan use. 
 Drink plenty of water. 
 Do not drink diet sodas. 
 

In 2009, a study was done at Bringham & Women’s    
Hospital in Boston on the effects of diet drinks on the 
kidneys.  They found direct correlation between the     
degeneration of the kidneys and the consumption of    
aspartame that is found in diet drinks.  The study         
determined that drinking more than 2 diet drinks a day, 
doubled the risk for declining kidney function. 
 

Kidney disease is very difficult to handle so keep your 
kidneys working well and follow the above hints.   
 

Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may 
prosper and be in good health,  
just as your soul prospers. 

3 John 1:2 
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 Consideration of Our Christian Commitment: Easter People 

Today as we celebrate the Second       
Sunday of Easter, we continue with the 
Easter story where we left it last Sunday.  
Last week the tomb was empty; and the        
disciples Peter and John had checked out 
the vacant tomb.  Mary’s weeping had 
been transformed into joy as she fell at the 
feet of the Risen Lord, feet she only        
recently anointed.  The Lord’s Day which 
had begun in the pre-dawn darkness and 
continued to grow with resurrection light, 
is now moving toward dusk.  John writes, 
“When it was evening on that day, the first 
day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 
you.’” It is important for us to realize 
that Jesus was greeting them not with a 
wish or hope for the future.  He was    
expressing reality.  Jesus did not say or 
mean, MAY peace be with you.  He meant 
Peace IS with you.  This immediate effect 
of Jesus’ presence and words is shown in 
their rejoicing.  For this reason, John and 
his fellow Apostles have confidence that 
Jesus’ peace will abide with them,      

providing the strength to face any fears life may present.  
He had made them Easter People.   
 
I think in a lot of ways, this message is good for us 
now.  The Lord’s gift of peace will not be with us 
weeks in the future when this pandemic is over, it is 
with us now.  We are an Easter  People now, still    
growing perhaps, but nonetheless, now. 
 
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus appears again a week later 
and greets them the same way, “Peace be with you.”  
Thomas, Peter, and the other disciples teach us today that 
Jesus came to liberate us from our spiritual and emotional 
prisons of fear.  Jesus invites us to embrace the peace he 
offers and join with the other believers each Sunday,    
believers who walk with confidence knowing the peace of 
Jesus dispels fear.   
 
Not read today, but in the next chapter of John’s Gospel, 
John writes, “These things are written in this book so that 
you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through believing, you may have 
life in His name.”  Life in His name doesn’t mean we 
have all the answers and will not encounter challenges 
and stress. Life in His name doesn’t mean that we will         
experience success, prosperity, power, or popularity.  All 
the Apostles but John died as martyrs, along with many  

other Christians of every age, sex, and way of life.  Life in  
His name is a gift only God gives. God is the creator who 
calls life from death, hope from despair, freedom from 
bondage, love from hate, joy from sorrow, and Easter 
People from all walks and ages of life.  Life in His 
name comes not only to the perfect, the sinless, but to the 
most broken among us.  To express all this in twenty-five 
words or less, Life in His name comes even to the likes of 
us to let us know how much we are loved, and this is a 
gift. 
 
God wishes each of us to have this Easter gift.  How is it 
described?  
Forgiveness – Life in His name brings to us the gift of 
forgiveness that frees us from the power that failure has 
on our lives.  Forgiveness helps us transform failure from 
pain and hurt into promise and restoration.  We cannot 
undo the things we have done that hurt ourselves and     
others, but His forgiveness frees us from guilt’s chains. 
 
Hope – Life in His name brings us the gift of hope.  God 
has given us life that pulls us from the present into the 
future, from memories that would hurt us to a future God 
alone can provide.  The gift of hope helps us link our own 
stories with God’s story of crucifixion and death          
becoming life in Jesus our risen and living Lord. 
 
Love – Life in His name is a life that has received and 
gives the gift of love.  Such is the risen life of the One 
who died and rose again. 
 
We all have life in His name, and it is this life, hope, and 
love that makes us an Easter People not just during this 
Easter Season.  One of my favorite images of the Risen 
Lord is from a poster given to me by Cardinal Decourtray, 
the Archbishop of Lyon, back in 1992.  I was in Lyon    
preparing for the Bicentennial of the Church in Baton 

Rouge, and Cardinal Decourtray 
was coming to Baton Rouge for 
the celebration.  I had seen the 
posters around Lyon and asked if it 
was possible to have one.  He gave 
me one which I had framed and 
placed in my office.  It shows the 
Risen Lord taking us by the hand 
and lifting us up with him.  How 
many times does the good Lord lift 
us up in the course of our lives and 
days!  To allow him to lift us up.  
To me this is what it means to 
have life in His name and to live as 
Easter People.  Let us pray with 

one another and for each other and allow the Lord to do 
all he wishes to do for us.  Love, 
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Parish Life ♦  Formation    Formation   ♦    Community 
RCIA 

Rite of Chris an 
Ini a on of  

Please be assured that we are making every effort to plan 
for your reception into the Church during Easter.          
Remember that the Easter season is 50 days beginning at 
Easter Sunday and ending at Pentecost. Once we are able 
to gather again for Mass, we will set the date and let you 
know as soon as possible. Again this Sunday, we will live 
stream our RCIA sessions on our Facebook page.  

This is a great opportunity to see all that FORMED has to 
offer for every member of your family during this time of 
social distancing and staying home with your families. 
Here are some   hi-lights: 
 

Faith at Home 

Although the Eucharist appears to be simple bread and 
wine, it is actually the "source and summit" of the     
Christian life. The Mystery of the Eucharist explores the 
truth and beauty of Christ's real presence in the Eucharist, 
from its origins in Sacred Scripture, to its profound role in 
the life of the Church and her members. It is the             
crescendo of the entire story of salvation.  
 

School at Home 
 

Heroes of the 
Faith. The Stories 
of        real-life 
Saints & Christian 
Heroes all come to 
life in CCC of 
America's award-
winning animated 
film series.  
Featuring authentic role models today's child can truly 
believe in.  

 
FORMED is updated frequently so  

please sign up!  

IS AVAILABLE TO YOU FREE 
especially now during this time in our world.  

Living out the MISSION at HOME! 

HOW TO REGISTER WITH FORMED: Go to          
http://icc-msh.formed.org, create a personal account 
with your user name/email and password, and start       
enjoying the best FREE Catholic content all in one place! 
(Disponible en Español)!  

RCIA Sunday morning Live Stream sessions – 
9:30 on Facebook: RCIA at Immaculate Conception 

 

APRIL 19 THE APPEARANCE TO THE  
  DISCIPLES (John 20:19-31) 
  DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
  Catechist: Durwin Walker 
 

APRIL 26 APPEARANCE ON THE ROAD TO  
  EMMAUS (Luke 24:13-35) 
  Catechists: Chris & David Bergeron 
 

MAY 3  JESUS GOOD SHEPHERD  
  (John 10:1-10) 
  Catechist: Kevin Acord 
 

MAY 10 LAST SUPPER DISCOURSES (John  
  14:1-12) (Mother’s Day) 
  Catechist: Durwin Walker 
 

MAY 17 THE ADVOCATE (John 14:15-21) 
  Catechist: Niki Thornton 
 

MAY 24 THE COMMISSIONING OF THE  
  DISCIPLES (Matt 28:16-20) 
  Catechist: Tim Shoun 
 

Please note: Anyone is welcome to watch these sessions 
each Sunday morning.  

7 Episodes 

Thank you subscribers 
 

Through this coronavirus          
pandemic, we were able to add our very own YouTube    
channel (ICC Denham Springs) to our social media platform. 
We thank those who responded to our plea of having 1,000 
subscribers. We are a work in progress and will continue to 
upload Masses and other events to keep you informed. 
Check it out and subscribe! https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCphQiz8K823ADdVIR872xcg  
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Parish Life ♦  Community    Worship ♦  Community   

We express our sympathy and prayers to 
Denise Spillman, Shelley Mack, Warren 
“Bubba” Bayhi, and Christine “Bo” Hood  
on the death of their father, WARREN 

BAYHI; to Melanie Sullivan on the death of her  sister , 
ANITA MARIE BEAZER; and to the family and 
friends of BELLE MAYEUX.  

Stump the Deacon! 

   
We are going on our fourth week of lockdown.  I 
am getting antsy!  What can I do to give me some 
sanity? 
 
My neighbor received this from a friend of hers.  I think it 
can help. 

L.O.C.K.D.O.W.N. is a time to: 
 
L isten to God’s voice and reflect.  Let go and let God. 
 

O bey His Word and His teachings. 
 

C all on Jesus’ name and be calm. 
 
K now that God has a purpose for all of this. 
 

D well in His presence.  Do not panic. 
 

O ffer a prayer for everyone’s safety. 
 

W ait on the Lord and be patient.  This too shall pass. 
 

N urture our personal relationship with God. 
 
The main theme here is “Trust in God.”  He has a purpose 
for everything, and He will give us all the grace that we 
need. 

 —Deacon George Hooper; ghooper@icc-msh.org 

April 5, 2020  
Identified offertory givers: $ 4,568.00 
Visitors/unidentified: $ 0.00 
Easter Offering: $ 15.00 

Total Collected: $ 4,583.00 
St. Vincent de Paul: $ 385.00 
Building Maintenance: $ 1,190.00 
Black & Indian Mission: $ 6.50 
Catholic Relief Services: $ 76.00 
Priest Retirement: $ 305.00 

 
April 18, 2020 - 
April 26, 2020 

 
SATURDAY/SUNDAY:  04/18/20—04/19/20  
 Lindell Gill, Sr.†; Lacey Griffin†; Lorraine K. 

Sauvage†; Kathy Caruso; Carl Lockwood†; 
Jerry Phillips†; Mickie Todd†; President 
Trump; Lennie & Melissa Capone; Chiquet/
Samson Family†;   Ethel Chutz†; Aline 
Bienvenu†; Mary Guidry†; John Blanchard†; 
Lloyd deGeneres†; Boo Landry†; Alex 
Theriot, Jr.†; Sheralee Zanovec†; Winton 
Waguespack†; Bessie LeDoux†; Marshall 
Sharp, Jr.†; Phillip John Bilski†; Parishioners. 

MONDAY: 04/20/20 
 Tony Stikeleather† 

TUESDAY: 04/21/20 
 Vivian Chiappetta†. 

WEDNESDAY: 04/22/20 
 John H. Sehon†. 

THURSDAY 04/23/20 
 Carolyn Sue Barcelona†. 

FRIDAY: 04/24/20 
 Bill Collier†. 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY: 04/26/20 
 Kert Guidry†; Paul Varnado; Kathy Caruso.  

CHURCH SANCTUARY LAMP: 04/19/20—04/25/20  
Burns in memory of  FRED WILLIAMS. 

PLEASE NOTE: The Eucharist is still being            
celebrated PRIVATELY  by Fr. Frank and Fr. Raj 
offering up all the intentions previously scheduled. 

If you are not able to do online giving, you 
can mail your contributions to: PO Box 
1609, Denham Springs, LA 70727 or drop 
them off at the Faith Formation Center 
mail box located outside the side entrance. 

WeShare Online Giving 
 icc-msh.weshareonline.org   
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