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The L i tu rg ica l  Season of  Chr i s tmas  
Fr. Stephen B. Reynolds 

One of the distinctive elements of the life of worship in the Catholic Church is 
the way time is measured.  The secular calendar is based upon the arrange-
ment of twelve months, divided over four temporal seasons.  The Church’s view 
of time is somewhat different, oriented not to the rising of the Sun or the passing 
of seasons, but to  intersection between the natural and the supernatural, be-
tween the human and divine. 

The liturgical year is organized around this principle, with two anchors, Easter 
and Christmas.  

Within the first few generations of Christianity, the celebration of Easter was ex-
panded beyond the day itself to encompass a series of days both before and 
after that feast, giving the faithful a concrete opportunity to contemplate with 
greater intensity the mystery of the passion, death, and resurrection of Christ.  

Continued on page 2… 
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D a t e  N i g h t !
See page 6  

for registration information 

An important message 
from Deacon Ola Branche 

on page 5.  

Continued from the front page… 

A similar expansion came to mark Christmas, leading to the development of 
Advent, the Octave of Christmas, and the Christmas Season.  For Catholics, 
therefore, Christmas is more than a single day, but a whole series of days and 
weeks, in which the richness of the mystery of the Incarnation of the Lord is ex-
plored, meditated upon, and taken to heart. 

A truly Catholic spirit of time, therefore, helps us to see that our celebration of 
Christmas doesn’t end on December 25, but actually begins on that date, and 
continues through Epiphany, January 6.  These are the “Twelve Days of Christ-
mas” celebrated in prose and song. 

Throughout those days, there are a series of Feast Days and other liturgical cele-
brations, which help us to mine the life-giving truths rooted in the Incarnation 
and birth of Christ.    

The pages of this bulletin include information about each of these liturgical cel-
ebrations, in order to help us to derive fruit from this holy time.  I encourage you 
to try to live these days of Christmas with a truly liturgical spirit, so that the order-
ing of our own lives may follow and echo the Church’s ordering of time.   

With blessings for a joyous Christmas Season, 

YÜA fàxÑ{xÇ UA exçÇÉÄwá 
Pastor 

J a n u a r y  1 ,  2 0 1 8  

Solemnity of Mary, 
the Mother of God 

While this holy feast day is normally  
a holy day of obligation, because 

January 1 falls on a Monday this year, 
the obligation to attend Mass  

has been suspended. 

However, we do well to begin 
the New Year in the best possible way: 

by participation in the Holy Mass 
and asking the intercession  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

for all of our needs in the year ahead. 

Mass Schedule for Jan. 1 

6:30 a.m.  Mass in English 
9:00 a.m.  Mass in English 
10:30 a.m.  Mass in English 
7:00 p.m.  Misa en español 

 

Chr i s tmas Of f ice  Hours  

The parish office will close on Fri-
day, December 22 at Noon and 
will re-open on Tuesday, January 2 
at 9:00 a.m. 

The Mass and confession schedule 
remains the same, with an addi-
tional Mass on January 1 (see 
above). 
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Mass Schedule 
Monday—Friday 
 6:30 a.m.   English 
 9:00 a.m.   English 
 7:00 p.m.   English 
  On Friday, the evening Mass 
  is in Vietnamese (Ti ng Vi t)

7:30 p.m.   Miércoles  
          en Español 
Saturday 
 9:00 a.m.   English 

Anticipated Masses 
 5:00 p.m.   English 
 6:30 p.m.   Español 
 8:00 p.m.   Ti ng Vi t 

Sunday Masses 
 7:00 a.m.   English 
 8:30 a.m.   English 
   10:30 a.m.   English 
   12:15 p.m.   English 
 2:00 p.m.   Español 
 5:30 p.m.   English 
 7:30 p.m.   Español

Confession
Tuesday—Thursday 
 7:00 a.m. 
Wednesday 
    5:45 p.m.—6:45 p.m.
Friday 
 5:45 p.m.—6:45 p.m.
Saturday 
 3:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
First Friday 
     8:00 a.m.—8:45 a.m. 
     5:45 p.m.—6:45 p.m.

Table  of  Contents  

The deacon Stephen, 
stoned in Jerusalem two 
years after the death of 
Christ, has always been 
the object of very special 
veneration by the faithful. 
He is the first martyr. The 

account in the Acts of the Apostles 
relating his arrest and the accusations 
brought against him emphasize the 
parallel with our Savior's trial; he was 
stoned outside the city wall and died 
praying for his executioners. 

Stephen belongs to the group of sev-
en deacons whom the Apostles asso-
ciated with their work in order to light-
en their load. He was "filled with faith 
and with the Holy Spirit," "full of grace 
and strength" he showed himself as a 
man of God, radiating divine grace 
and apostolic zeal. As the first witness 
to Christ he confronted his opponents 
with quiet courage and the promise 
made by Jesus (Mark 13.11) was ful-
filled: ". . .Disputing with Stephen they 
were not able to resist the wisdom and 
the spirit that spoke." 

In St. Stephen, the first martyr, the litur-
gy emphasizes the imitator of Christ 
even to the extent of the complete 
gift of self, to the extent of that great 
charity which made him pray in his 
suffering for his executioners. By estab-
lishing the feast on the day after 
Christmas the Church draws an even 
closer comparison between the disci-
ple and the Master and thus extends 
his witness to the whole mission of the 
redeeming Messiah. 

St. John, the Evange-
list, who is styled in 
the Gospel, "the be-
loved disciple", was 
a Galilean, son of 
Zebedee and Salo-
me, and brother to 

St. James the Greater, both of whom 
were fishermen. The two were called 
by Jesus to be disciples as they were 
mending their nets by the Sea of Gali-
lee. 

Jesus showed St. John particular in-
stances of kindness and affection 
above all the rest. He had the happi-
ness to be present with Peter and 
James at the Transfiguration of Christ, 
and was permitted to witness His ag-
ony in the Garden. He was allowed 
to rest on Our Savior's bosom at the 
Last Supper, and to him Jesus confid-
ed the care of His holy Mother as He 
hung dying on the Cross. 
St. John was the only one of the 
Apostles who did not forsake the Sav-
ior in the hour of His Passion and 
Death. 

It seems that St. John remained for a 
long time in Jerusalem, but that his 
later years were spent at Ephesus, 
whence he founded many churches 
in Asia Minor. St. John wrote his Gos-
pel after the other Evangelists, about 
sixty-three years after the Ascension 
of Christ; also three Epistles, and the 
wonderful and mysterious Book of the 
Apocalypse or Revelation. He was  

Continued on page 12... 

Feasts of the Christmas Season 
Dec. 26:   St. Stephen 

Feasts of the Christmas Season 
Dec. 27:   St. John,  Apostle 



The Season of Christmas                                                                                                                                                                                               4 

Feasts of the Christmas Season 
Dec. 28:  The Holy Innocents 

Feasts of the Christmas Season 
Dec. 29:  St. Thomas Becket 

Feasts of the Christmas Season 
Dec. 31:  The Holy Family 

“Today, dearest 
brethren,” wrote St. 
Augustine,  “we cele-
brate the birthday of 
those children who 
were slaughtered, as 
the Gospel tells us, by 

that exceedingly cruel king, Herod. Let 
the earth, therefore, rejoice and the 
Church exult — she, the fruitful mother 
of so many heavenly champions and 
of such glorious virtues. Never, in fact, 
would that impious tyrant have been 
able to benefit these children by the 
sweetest kindness as much as he has 
done by his hatred. For as today's 
feast reveals, in the measure with 
which malice in all its fury was poured 
out upon the holy children, did 
heaven's blessing stream down upon 
them. 

"Blessed are you, Bethlehem in the 
land of Judah! You suffered the inhu-
manity of King Herod in the murder of 
your babes and thereby have be-
come worthy to offer to the Lord a 
pure host of infants. In full right do we 
celebrate the heavenly birthday of 
these children whom the world 
caused to be born unto an eternally 
blessed life rather than that from their 
mothers' womb, for they attained the 
grace of everlasting life before the 
enjoyment of the present. The pre-
cious death of any martyr deserves 
high praise because of his heroic con-
fession; the death of these children is 
precious in the sight of God because 
of the beatitude they gained so quick-
ly. For already at the beginning of their 
lives they pass on. The end of the pre-
sent life is for them the beginning of 
glory. These then, whom Herod's cruel-
ty tore as sucklings from their mothers' 
bosom, are justly hailed as "infant mar-
tyr flowers"; they were the Church's first 
blossoms, matured by the frost of per-
secution during the cold winter of un-
belief. 

The devotion to the Holy 
Family was born in Beth-
lehem, together with the 
Baby Jesus. The shep-
herds went to adore the 
Child and, at the same 
time, they gave honor to 

His family. Later, in a similar way, the 
three wise men came from the East to 
adore and give honor to the newborn 
King with gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh that would be safeguarded 
by His family. 

We can go further to affirm that in a 
certain sense Christ, Himself, was the 
first devotee of His family. He showed 
His devotion to His mother and foster 
father by submitting Himself, with infi-
nite humility, to the duty of filial obedi-
ence towards them. This is what St. 
Bernard of Clairvaux said in this regard, 
“God, to whom angels submit them-
selves and who principalities and pow-
ers obey, was subject to Mary; and not 
only to Mary but Joseph also for Mary’s 
sake [….]. God obeyed a human 
creature; this is humility without prece-
dent. A human creature commands 
God; it is sublime beyond meas-
ure” (First Homily on the ‘Missus Est’). 

Today’s celebration demonstrates 
Christ’s humility and obedience with 
respect to the fourth commandment, 
whilst also highlighting the loving care 
that His parents exercised in His keep-
ing. The servant of God, Pope John 
Paul II, in 1989, entitled his Apostolic 
Exhortation, ‘Redemptoris Cus-
tos’ (Guardian of the Redeemer) 
which was dedicated to the person 
and the mission of Saint Joseph in the 
life of Christ and of the Church. After 
exactly a century, he resumed the 
teaching of Pope Leo XIII, for who 
Saint Joseph ‘.. shines among all man-
kind by the most august dignity, since 
by divine will, he was the guardian of  

Continued on page 12... 

Thomas Becket was 
born in 1118 of a mer-
chant family. He stud-
ied in London and Paris, 
entered the service of 
Archbishop Theobald of 
Canterbury, became 

Lord Chancellor under King Henry II in 
1155, and in 1162 Archbishop of Can-
terbury. Till then a submissive courtier, 
he now initiated a fearless struggle 
against the king for the freedom of the 
Church and the inviolability of ecclesi-
astical property, occasioning his im-
prisonment, exile, and finally martyr-
dom (December 29, 1170). Canoniza-
tion came quickly (1173); in 1539 King 
Henry VIII ordered his remains burned. 

Formerly the Breviary included this 
summary of the saint's last days: 
"Calumniators informed the king that 
the bishop was agitating against him 
and the peace of the realm; and the 
king retorted that with one such priest 
he could not live in peace. Hearing 
the royal displeasure, several godless 
courtiers agreed to do their sovereign 
a favor by assassinating Thomas. Se-
cretly they traveled to Canterbury and 
fell upon the bishop while he was at-
tending Vespers. His priests rushed to 
his aid and tried to bar the church 
door; Thomas opened it himself with 
these words: The house of God may 
not be defended like a fortress. I glad-
ly face death for the Church of God. 
Then to the soldiers: I command it in 
the Name of God: No harm may be 
done to any of mine. Thereupon he 
cast himself on his knees, commended 
his flock and himself to God, to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, to St. Denis and 
other holy patrons of his church, and 
with the same heroic courage with 
which he had withstood the king's 
laws, he bowed his holy head to the 
sacrilegious sword on December 29, 
1170." 

Continued on page 12... 
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Charismatic  
Prayer Group 

I shall live in the house of the Lord all 
the days of my life (Ps. 23). 

The celebration of Jesus’ birth 
brings the warmth of His peace to 
a world that can feel bitterly cold.  
May we rejoice in Jesus’ coming.   
If you are looking for more ways 
to connect your life with your 
faith, please join us on Friday eve-
nings from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
in the Prayer Room of the Family 
Life Center for live music of praise 
and worship, sharing God’s Word 
and intercessory prayers for heal-
ing and thanksgiving. Fellowship 
and light refreshments follow. 
    

December 22:  “May it be done 
to me according to thy Word.”   

December 29:  “My eyes have 
seen your Salvation.” 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

It is with mixed feelings and a heavy heart that I am sending this message to you. I 
have been a member of the Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish family since 1992 
and I have been blessed to serve as a Deacon in this community since 2015. Dur-
ing our Deaconate formation we were informed that we could be re-assigned to 
another Parish at any time depending on the needs of our Archdiocese. 

My family and I recently moved outside the boundaries of SEAS. This meant that I 
had to be transferred to another Parish that is closer to our new home. As such, I 
have been transferred by His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo, to St. Mary Mag-
dalene Parish in Humble. My official date of transfer is December 5, 2017. 

During my years at SEAS I had come to love this family. My children, Patrick and 
Guion, celebrated their sacraments of First Holy Communion and Confirmation at 
SEAS. My wife, Andrea, and I celebrated the convalidation of our marriage at 
SEAS. It was at SEAS that I made my Cursilllo and ACTS retreats. My spirituality grew 
stronger and my desire to serve increased tremendously because of this commu-
nity.  

Therefore, when the Holy Spirit called me to be a permanent Deacon, I knew I 
was ready to serve and you supported me during my deaconate formation. Dea-
cons are called to serve and it has been such a blessing to serve the SEAS com-
munity.  I am so blessed to serve at Mass at SEAS. Service at the Altar brings me 
closer to God and to the congregation. I will miss greeting you after Mass and just 
chatting with you. It means a lot to me. You are all so kind. I will miss your smiling 
faces and hand-shakes. You welcomed me as part of your family. 

On behalf of my family and myself, I say thank you so much. Thank you to Fr. 
Reynolds, Fr. Antonio, Fr. Preston, Fr. Gregory. I say thank you to my brother dea-
cons. I say thank you to the Acolytes and Altar Servers. I say thank you to the of-
fice staff. I say thank you to all the people of the SEAS community. 

As I transition to St. Mary Magdalene Parish, I ask that you please pray for me as I 
will be praying for you. God bless each and everyone of you and your families. 

Your servant and brother in Christ, 

WxtvÉÇ bÄtàâÇwx cA  UÜtÇv{x 

Sunday Rosary 
Please join us in praying the rosary on 
the first Sunday of every month prior 
to the following Masses:  Saturday, 
5:00 p.m.; Sunday, 8:30 a.m., 10:30 
a.m. and 5:30 p.m.  This prayer is a 
response to Our Blessed Mother’s 
request at Fatima to pray the rosary 
daily for peace throughout the world 
and in our hearts and our families. 

KC B-B-Q 
Come and get your BBQ Chicken & 
Sausage on Sunday, January 21 after 
all the Sunday Masses or until we sell 
out.  The proceeds benefit local 
charities.  Thank You for your support. 
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Feasts of the Christmas Season 
Jan. 1:  Mary, Mother of God 

Feasts of the Christmas Season 
Jan. 3: Holy Name of Jesus 

Feasts of the Christmas Season 
Jan. 2: Sts. Basil & Gregory 

Today the Church 
celebrates the Solem-
nity of Mary, Mother 
of God, our Lady's 
greatest title. This 
feast is the octave of 
Christmas. In the 

modern Roman Calendar only Christ-
mas and Easter enjoy the privilege of 
an octave. According to the 1962 Mis-
sal of St. John XXIII the Extraordinary 
Form of the Roman Rite, today is the 
Solemnity of Circumcision of Our Lord. 

"Mary, the all-holy ever-virgin Mother 
of God, is the masterwork of the mis-
sion of the Son and the Spirit in the 
fullness of time. For the first time in the 
plan of salvation and because his Spir-
it had prepared her, the Father found 
the dwelling place where his Son and 
his Spirit could dwell among men. In 
this sense the Church's Tradition has 
often read the most beautiful texts on 
wisdom in relation to Mary. Mary is 
acclaimed and represented in the 
liturgy as the "Seat of Wisdom." —
 Catechism of the Catholic 
Church 721 

A plenary indulgence may be gained 
by reciting or singing the hymn Veni 
Creator Spiritus on the first day of the 
year. This hymn is traditionally sung for 
beginnings of things, calling on the 
Holy Spirit before endeavoring some-
thing new. 

Today the Church 
celebrates the 
memorial of St. 
Basil the Great 
and St. Gregory 
Nazianzen, bishops 
and doctors. This is 

the ninth day of the Christmas season. 

St. Basil was a brilliant student born of 
a Christian family in Caesarea, Cap-
padocia (Turkey). For some years, he 
followed the monastic way of life. He 
vigorously fought the Arian heresy. He 
became Bishop of Caesarea in 370. 
The monks of the Eastern Church to-
day still follow the monastic rules 
which he set down. 

St. Gregory was also from Cappado-
cia. A friend of Basil, he too followed 
the monastic way of life for some 
years. He was ordained priest and in 
381 became Bishop of Constantino-
ple. It was during this period when the 
Arian heresy was at its height. He was 
called "The Theologian" because of his 
great learning and talent for oratory. 

According to the 1962 Missal of St. 
John XXIII the Extraordinary Form of 
the Roman Rite St. Basil is celebrated 
on June 14 and St. Gregory on May 9. 
Today is the Feast of the Holy Name of 
Jesus, which is celebrated on January 
3 in the Ordinary Form of the Roman 
Rite. 

This feast marks no progress in the de-
velopment of the Church year. It 
merely embellishes the occasion just 
observed when the Child received the 
Name Jesus as had been foretold by 
the angel. The feast is meant to im-
press on us Christians the dignity of the 
Holy Name. It is a relatively new feast, 
stemming out of devotional piety. 
Nevertheless, it is not difficult to find in 
it some liturgical or ancient Christian 
dogma. What did a name signify origi-
nally? The name should express the 
nature of a thing. Thus Adam in para-
dise gave the animals names in ac-
cordance with their being. Among the 
Jews God's name expressed His es-
sence, Yahweh, i.e., I (alone) am who 
am (and cause all else to be). The 
Jews had the highest respect for the 
name of God, a reverence that finds 
continuation in the Our Father: 
"Hallowed be Thy Name." 

Persons who played prominent roles in 
the history of salvation often received 
their names from God Himself. Adam 
— man of the earth; Eve — mother of 
all the living; Abraham — father of 
many nations; Peter — the rock. The 
Savior's precursor was given the name 
God assigned him. According to di-
vine precedent, then, the name of the 
Redeemer should not be accidental, 
of human choosing, but given by God 
Himself. For His name should express 
His mission. We read in Sacred Scrip-
ture how the angel Gabriel revealed 
that name to Mary: "You shall call His 
name Jesus." And to St. Joseph the 
angel not merely revealed the name 
but explained its meaning: "You shall  

Continued on page 13... 

Conf i rmat ion Preparat ion fo r  Adul t s  

Confirmation perfects baptismal grace; it is the sacrament which gives 
the Holy Spirit in order to root us more deeply in the divine affiliation, 
incorporate us more firmly into Christ, strengthen our bond with the 
Church, associate us more closely with her mission, and help us bear 
witness to the Christian faith in words accompanied by deeds 
(Catechism, no. 1316). 

Classes begin soon, pre-registration is required.   To register or more in-
formation please contact Nadia Jara al  281-463-7878 x 337 or  
njara@seascatholic.org 
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R.I.C.A. para Adultos 
Proceso de preparación para la celebración de los sacra-
mentos del Bautismo, Primera Eucaristía y Confirmación 
para Adultos.  ¿Está pensando en  la preparación sacra-
mental de Adultos?  RICA, Rito de Iniciación Cristiana para 
Adultos, es un proceso de discernimiento y preparación 
para las personas interesadas en aprender más sobre la 
Iglesia Católica,  Si usted está interesado, o un pariente, 
amigo o compañero que le ha manifestado interés aníme-
lo a comunicarse con:   

Nadia Jara  al 281- 463-7878 ext. 337                                     
njara@seascatholic.org  

Confirmación de Adultos 
La Confirmación perfecciona la gracia bautismal; es el 
Sacramento que da el Espíritu Santo para enraizarnos más 
profundamente en la filiación divina, incorporarnos más 
firmemente a Cristo, hacer más sólido nuestro vínculo con 
la Iglesia, asociarnos todavía más a su misión y ayudarnos 
a dar testimonio de la fe cristiana por la palabra acompa-
ñada de las obras (Catecismo núm..  1316). 

Preparación para la Confirmación de Adultos 2018.  Clases 
comienzan pronto, inscripción previa.  Para inscripciones  o 
más información comunicarse  Nadia Jara al  281-463-7878 
x 337;  njara@seascatholic.org  

Retiro de ACTS en español 
Adoración, Comunidad, Teología y Servicio  ¿Te gustaría 
tener un tiempo personal y especial con el Señor? Te espe-
ramos muy pronto en nuestra Parroquia: 

Mujeres: Del 22 al 25 de marzo de 2018 
Hombres: Del 6 al 9 de diciembre de 2018 

El costo es $200.00 por 4 días, la comida y el hospedaje es 
incluido. La inscripción para mujeres comenzará en enero.  
Un depósito de $ 50.00 reservará su lugar! (Los $ 50.00 no 
son reembolsables). 

Para obtener más información, comuníquese con Mary 
Jove, codirectora, por teléfono al 713-855-9652 o envíe un 
correo electrónico a seas.acts.womensSpanish@gmail.com 
No dejes pasar este tiempo maravilloso. ¡No Te Arrepenti-
rás! 

Legión de María 

Formación de Adultos 
Martes FLC 9  7:30 p.m.   

Patricia Romo 713-302-1272 

Martes FLC 10 7:30 p.m. 
Liliana  Díaz  281-723-2328 

Viernes FLC 9, 6:15p.m.  
Marlene Rocha 832-410-5273 

Jóvenes 10-18 años 
Viernes FLC 9 7:45 p.m. 

Marlene Rocha 832-410-5273

Grupo de Jóvenes Adultos S.E.A.S. Pescador  
Te invita todos los martes en el Prayer Room (FLC) a las 7:30 
p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

A formar parte del Grupo de Jóvenes Adultos de tu comu-
nidad St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (18-35) años edad requerida.  
Te esperamos, todos los jóvenes de la parroquia son bien-
venidos y formar parte de su Comunidad SEAS Pescador.  
Visión: Guiados por 1 Timoteo 4:12 (que nadie te menospre-
cie por tu juventud) a ser pescadores de jóvenes adultos 
siendo fuertes y valerosos no temas ni te acobardes por 
que el señor, tu Dios estará con nosotros a donde quiera 
que vayamos (Josué 1,9). 

Grupo de estudio Bíblico 
Les invitamos a ser parte de nuestro grupo de estudio Bíbli-
co, que se reúne todos los martes durante el año escolar, 
de 12:30-2:30 p.m. en el FLC. Nuestra próxima reunión será 
Sept 12, 2017. Favor de mandar mensaje por texto con 
cualquier pregunta al 281-620-8308 attn: Guadalupe Ortiz. 

Grupo Carismático  
Misión: Dar testimonio del papel determinante de los caris-
mas en la predicación del Evangelio y en la construcción 
de la comunidad cristiana.  Facilitar la Educación en la Fe y 
la Experiencia de Comunidad Cristiana entre Adultos.  
Asambleas:  Todos los Viernes de 7:30 a 9:45 pm., en los sa-
lones A&B del Edificio de FLC. 

Av i sos  en Español  
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Feasts of the Christmas Season 
Jan. 4: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Feasts of the Christmas Season 
Jan. 5:  St. John Neumann 

This wife, mother and foundress of a religious congregation 
was born Elizabeth Ann Bayley on August 28, 1774 in New York 
City, the daughter of an eminent physician and professor at 
what is now Columbia University. Brought up as an Episcopali-
an, she received an excellent education, and from her early 
years she manifested an unusual concern for the poor. 

In 1794 Elizabeth married William Seton, with whom she had five children. The 
loss of their fortune so affected William's health that in 1803 Elizabeth and Wil-
liam went to stay with Catholic friends at Livorno, Italy. William died six weeks 
after their arrival, and when Elizabeth returned to New York City some six 
months later, she was already a convinced Catholic. She met with stern oppo-
sition from her Episcopalian friends but was received into full communion with 
the Catholic Church on March 4, 1805. 

Abandoned by her friends and relatives, Elizabeth was invited by the superior 
of the Sulpicians in Baltimore to found a school for girls in that city. The school 
prospered, and eventually the Sulpician superior, with the approval of Bishop 
Carroll, gave Elizabeth and her assistants a rule of life. They were also permitted 
to make religious profession and to wear a religious habit. 

In 1809 Elizabeth moved her young community to Emmitsburg, Maryland, 
where she adopted as a rule of life an adaptation of the rule observed by the 
Sisters of Charity, founded by St. Vincent de Paul. Although she did not neglect 
the ministry to the poor, and especially to Negroes, she actually laid the foun-
dation for what became the American parochial school system. She trained 
teachers and prepared textbooks for use in the schools; she also opened or-
phanages in Philadelphia and New York City. 

She died at Emmitsburg on January 4, 1821, was beatified by Pope John XXIII in 
1963, and was canonized by Pope Paul VI in 1975. 

Excerpted from Saints of the Roman Calendar by Enzo Lodi 

O God, who crowned with the gift of true faith Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton's  
burning zeal to find you, grant by her intercession and example  

that we may always seek you with diligent love and find you  
in daily service with sincere faith.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, for ever and ever.  

John Nepomucene 
Neumann was born on 
March 28, 1811, the 
third of six children of a 
stocking knitter and his 
wife in the village of 
Prachatitz in Bohemia.  

From his mother he acquired the spirit 
of piety and through her encourage-
ment entered the Seminary at Bud-
weis. 

During his seminary years, he yearned 
to be a foreign missionary in America. 
He left his native land and was or-
dained in June, 1836 by Bishop John 
Dubois in New York. He spent four 
years in Buffalo and the surrounding 
area building churches and establish-
ing schools. 

In 1840, he joined the Redemptorists. 
Eight years later he became a United 
States citizen. By order of Pope Pius IX 
in 1852 he was consecrated fourth 
Bishop of Philadelphia. His mastery of 
eight languages proved extremely 
helpful in his quest for souls. He was a 
pioneer promoter of the Parochial 
School System in America. 

One of the highlights of Saint John 
Neumann's life was his participation, in 
Rome, in the Proclamation of the Dog-
ma of our Blessed Mother's Immacu-
late Conception. Through his efforts, 
the Forty Hours Devotion was intro-
duced in the Philadelphia Diocese. He 
founded the first church in America for 
Italian-speaking people. He also 
founded the Glen Riddle group of the 
Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis. 

At 48 years of age, completely ex-
hausted from all his apostolic endeav-
ors, he collapsed in the street on Janu-
ary 5, 1860. He is buried beneath the 
altar of the lower Church in St. Peter's 
Church in Philadelphia. 

 

View of the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in 
Emmitsburg, MD 
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Join us for the thirteenth  Annual Steps for Students 5K 
Run/Walk on Saturday, February 17  at the Co-Cathedral 
of the Sacred Heart in downtown Houston.  

Help to raise funds and awareness for Catholic educa-
tion by joining the SEASCS team and registering to run.  

Register for the SEASCS team online at https://steps4students.org/registration/?
kwoTeamToJoinId=2U6CB23.   

St. Thomas High School 
St. Thomas High School will host an open house on Sunday, January 7 from 1—4 
p.m. Talk to teachers and coaches, tour classrooms, labs and athletic facilities. 
See what awaits you as part of the legendary St. Thomas brotherhood, where 
tradition meets tomorrow. 

Family Day: Save the Date 
Family Day is back?  Save the date now—June 2— and join us for a day of activ-
ities, food, and fun for the families of our parish.  More information will be forth-
coming in the New Year.   

Confirmation Preparation for Adults 
Classes begin soon, pre-registration is required.   To register or more information 
please contact Nadia Jara al  281-463-7878 x 337 or njara@seascatholic.org 

Sending Out Servants 
2018 Guatemala Mission: Needed: Optometrists, OpthTech, Opth Scrub Nurse 
and Spanish/English bilingual Translators. The Houston based Mission organiza-
tion, Sending Out Servants, (SOS) is in great need of three optometrists to bring 
the gift of restored vision to many indigenous Maya families living in mountains of 
Quiche, Guatemala who have no access to ocular or medical care. We also 
need Spanish bi-lingual team members.  

Our Annual Vision Clinic will be held in the town of Joyabaj, Guatemala Satur-
day, April 7th through April 14th, 2018. A Surgical Team follows April 14th thru 
21st, an O.D. is also needed for this team. Please consider this need and oppor-
tunity to make an incredible difference in so many lives. Contact: SOS Medical 
Mission Coordinator, Connie Braren at sosconniesos@yahoo.com, 281-440-6165: 
www.sendingoutservants.org 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
It has been said that the greatest gift you can give your children is two parents 
very much in love with each other. Polish up this gift and put a bow on it at a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. You deserve the best and your chil-
dren need to see you reaching for it.   Check with us for the next scheduled 
weekends close to you. Visit us at: www.houstonme.org  or call (713) 482-1791. 

Upcoming Lighthouse Talks  
Dec. 24: Understanding the Lord of 
the Rings as a Catholic Book

Joseph Pearce, a prolific writer best 
known for his outstanding literary biog-
raphies, reveals in detail how J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s famous work, The Lord of the 
Rings, is at its core a Catholic work. 
Through linguistic clues and analysis of 
its characters, he explains the spiritual 
and theological depth of this master-
piece of English literature. With humor 
and clarity, Joseph shows the brilliance 
of Tolkien and offers all Christians a 
topic with which to engage others in 
conversation about our great Faith. 

Dec. 31: Right Here, Right Now: Al-
ways Be Ready To Share your Faith

It's profound to consider what hangs in 
the balance when we share our faith 
with others. Patrick Madrid, in his highly 
engaging manner, speaks from a life-
time of experience to help Catholics 
effectively share the truth about Christ 
and his Church whenever the oppor-
tunity arises. 

Jan. 7: Praying the Rosary Like Never 
Before  

Dr. Edward Sri, a nationally sought 
Catholic speaker who appears regu-
larly on EWTN, is a founding leader of 
FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic Universi-
ty Students).  Dr. Sri shares John Paul II's 
practical strategies for praying the 
Rosary better, so that you can en-
counter Jesus more deeply in prayer.  

Your generous donations to cover our 
cost will assure the continued availa-
bility of these wonderful resources! 
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Feasts of the Christmas Season 
Jan. 7: Epiphany 

Feasts of the Christmas Season 
Jan. 8: Baptism of the Lord 

Today the Church celebrates the So-
lemnity of the Baptism of Our Lord. This 
brings to an end the season of Christ-
mas. The Church recalls Our Lord's sec-
ond manifestation or epiphany which 
occurred on the occasion of His bap-
tism in the Jordan. Jesus descended 
into the River to sanctify its waters and 
to give them the power to beget sons 
of God. The event takes on the im-
portance of a second creation in 
which the entire Trinity intervenes. 

In the Eastern Church this feast is 
called Theophany because at the 
baptism of Christ in the River Jordan 
God appeared in three persons. The 
baptism of John was a sort of sacra-
mental preparatory for the Baptism of 
Christ. It moved men to sentiments of 
repentance and induced them to 
confess their sins. Christ did not need 
the baptism of John. Although He ap-
peared in the "substance of our flesh" 
and was recognized "outwardly like 
unto ourselves," He was absolutely sin-
less and impeccable. He conferred 
upon the water the power of the true 
Baptism which would remove all the 
sins of the world: "Behold the Lamb of 
God, behold Him Who takes away the 
sin of the world." 

Continued on page 12... 

The Solemnity of the Epiphany is celebrated either on January 6 or, according 
to the decision of the episcopal conference, on the Sunday between January 2 
and January 8. The young Messiah is revealed as the light of the nations. Yet, as 
the antiphon for the Magnificat reminds us, three mysteries are encompassed in 
this solemnity: the adoration of the Christ Child by the Magi, the Baptism of 
Christ and the wedding feast at Cana. Extra candles and/or lamps may be 
placed around the sanctuary and in other parts of the church to honor Christ 
revealed as the Light of the Gentiles (Ceremonial of Bishops). It is customary to 
replace the images of the shepherds at the crib with the three Magi and their 
gifts.  

Ceremonies of the Liturgical Year, Msgr. Peter J. Elliott, Ignatius Press.  

Epiphany means manifestation. What the Church celebrates today is the mani-
festation of our Lord to the whole world; after being made known to the shep-
herds of Bethlehem He is revealed to the Magi who have come from the East to 
adore Him. Christian tradition has ever seen in the Magi the first fruits of the Gen-
tiles; they lead in their wake all the peoples of the earth, and thus the Epiphany 
is an affirmation of universal salvation. St. Leo brings out this point admirably in a 
sermon, read at Matins, in which he shows in the adoration of the Magi the be-
ginnings of Christian faith... 

Many traditions and genuine manifestations of popular piety have been devel-
oped in relation to the Solemnity of the Lord's Epiphany, which is of ancient 
origin and rich in spiritual content. Among such forms of popular piety, mention 
may be made of: 

T he solemn proclamation of Easter and the principal dominical feasts; its 
revival in many places would be opportune since it served to make the 

connection between the Epiphany and Easter, and orientate all feasts towards 
the greatest Christian solemnity; 

T he exchange of "Epiphany gifts", which derives from the gifts offered to 
Jesus

Continued on page 13... 
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Continued from page 3… 

brought to Rome and, according to 
tradition, was cast into a caldron of 
boiling oil by order of Emperor Domi-
tian. Like the Three Children in the fiery 
furnace of Babylon, he was miracu-
lously preserved unhurt. 

He was later exiled to the Island of Pat-
mos, where he wrote the Apocalypse, 
but afterwards returned to Ephesus. 
In his extreme old age he continued to 
visit the churches of Asia. St. Jerome 
relates that when age and weakness 
grew upon him so that he was no 
longer able to preach to the people, 
he would be carried to the assembly 
of the faithful by his disciples, with 
great difficulty; and every time said to 
his flock only these words: "My dear 
children, love one another." 

St. John died in peace at Ephesus in 
the third year of Trajan (according to 
Eusebius); that is, the hundredth of the 
Christian era, or the sixty-sixth from the 
crucifixion of Christ, St. John then be-
ing about ninety-four years old, ac-
cording to St. Epiphanus. 

Continued from page 4… 

With all the strength that is given us for 
the defense of God's rights, we must 
resist those who seek to subject the 
Church to their power, even if they 
are those to whom on other grounds 
we owe service.  

In St. Thomas of Canterbury the 
Church celebrates one of her great 
bishops; by applying to him the Gos-
pel of the Good Shepherd she vener-
ates in him the true pastor of Christ's 
flock who gave his life for his sheep. 

Continued from page 4… 

the Son of God and reputed as His father among men’ (Encyclical Quamquam 
Pluries [1889] n. 3). Pope Leo XIII continued, ‘.. Joseph became the guardian, 
the administrator, and the legal defender of the divine house whose chief he 
was.[…] It is, then, natural and worthy that as the Blessed Joseph ministered to 
all the needs of the family at Nazareth and girt it about with his protection, he 
should now cover with the cloak of his heavenly patronage and defend the 
Church of Jesus Christ.’ Not many years before, blessed Pope Pius IX had pro-
claimed Saint Joseph, ‘Patron of the Catholic Church’ (1870) 

Almost intuitively, one can recognize that the mysterious, exemplary, guardian-
ship enacted by Joseph was conducted firstly, in a yet more intimate way, by 
Mary. Consequently, the liturgical feast of the Holy Family speaks to us of the 
fond and loving care that we must render to the Body of Christ. We can under-
stand this in a mystical sense, as guardians of the Church, and also in the Eu-
charistic sense. Mary and Joseph took great care of Jesus’ physical body. Fol-
lowing their example, we can and must take great care of His Mystical Body, 
the Church, and the Eucharist which He has entrusted to us. If Mary was, in 
some way, ‘the first tabernacle in history’ (John Paul II Ecclesia de Eucharistia, 
n. 55) then we the Tabernacle in which Our Lord chose to reside in person, in 
His Real Presence, was also entrusted to us. We can learn from Mary and Jo-
seph! What would they ever have overlooked in the care of Jesus’ physical 
body? Is there something, therefore, that we can withhold for the right and 
adoring care of His Eucharistic Body? No amount of attention, no sane act of 
love and adoring respect will ever be too much! On the contrary, our adora-
tion and respect will always be inferior to the great gift that comes to us in the 
Holy Eucharist. 

Looking at the Holy Family, we see the love, the protection, and the diligent 
care that they gave to the Redeemer. We can not fail to feel uneasiness, per-
haps a shameful thought, for the times in which we have not rendered the ap-
propriate care and attention to the Blessed Eucharist. We can only ask for for-
giveness and do penance for all the sacrilegious acts and the lack of respect 
that are committed in front of the Blessed Eucharist. We can only ask the Lord, 
through the intersession of the Holy Family of Nazareth, for a greater love for 
their Son Incarnate, who has decided to remain here on earth with us every 
day until the end of time. 

Continued from page 7… 

call His name Jesus, for He shall 
save His people from their sins." The 
Messiah should not only be the sav-
ior, but should be called Savior. 
With Jesus, therefore, the name 
actually tells the purpose of His ex-
istence. This is why we must esteem 
His name as sacred. Whenever we 
pronounce it, we ought to bow our 
heads; for the very name reminds 
us of the greatest favor we have 
ever received, salvation. 

Excerpted from The Church's Year 
of Grace, Pius Parsch 

Continued from page 11… 

Many of the incidents which accom-
panied Christ's baptism are symbolical 
of what happened at our Baptism. At 
Christ's baptism the Holy Spirit de-
scended upon Him; at our Baptism the 
Trinity took its abode in our soul. At His 
baptism Christ was proclaimed the 
"Beloved Son" of the Father; at our 
Baptism we become the adopted 
sons of God. At Christ's baptism the 
heavens were opened; at our Baptism 
heaven was opened to us. At His bap-
tism Jesus prayed; after our Baptism 
we must pray to avoid actual sin. 
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Continued from page 11… 

by the three kings (cf. Mt 2,11) and 
more radically from the gift made to 
mankind by God in the birth of Em-
manuel amongst us (cf. Is 7, 14; 9, 16; 
Mt 1, 23). It is important, however, to 
ensure that the exchange of gifts on 
the solemnity of the Epiphany retain a 
Christian character, indicating that its 
meaning is evangelical: hence the 
gifts offered should be a genuine ex-
pression of popular piety and free 
from extravagance, luxury, and waste, 
all of which are extraneous to the 
Christian origins of this practice; 

T he blessing of homes, on whose 
lintels are inscribed the Cross of 

salvation, together with the indication 
of the year and the initials of the three 
wise men (C+M+B), which can also be 
interpreted to mean Christus Man-
sionem Benedicat, written in blessed 
chalk; this custom, often accompa-
nied by processions of children ac-
companied by their parents, expresses 
the blessing of Christ through the inter-
cession of the three wise men and is 
an occasion for gathering offerings for 
charitable and missionary purposes; 

I nitiatives in solidarity with those who 
come from afar; whether Christian 

or not, popular piety has encouraged 
a sense of solidarity and openness; 

A ssistance to the work of evangeli-
zation; the strong missionary char-

acter of the Epiphany has been well 
understood by popular piety and 
many initiatives in support of the mis-
sions flourish on 6 January, especially 
the "Missionary work of the Holy Child", 
promoted by the Apostolic See... 

Using the blessed chalk mark the lintel of your front door as follows:

20 + C + M + B + 18 
while saying: 

The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar followed the star of God’s 
Son who became human two thousand and fifteen years ago. May Christ bless 
our home and remain with us throughout the new year. Amen. 

Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your presence. Bless all who 
live or visit here with the gift of your love; and grant that we may manifest your 
love to each other and to all whose lives we touch.  

May we grow in grace and in the knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, 
and strengthen us in peace, O Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 

Tome tiza y marque en el lintel de la puerta principal 

20 + C + M + B + 18
diciendo: 

Los Tres Reyes, Caspar, Melchor, y Baltasar siguieron 
la estrella del hijo de Dios quien nació humano dos 
mil y hace diecisiete años. Que Dios Bendice su casa 
y permanece nos nosotros en este nuevo año. 
Amen. 

Que todos quien vengan a nuestra casa este año 
regocijarse en encontrando Cristo viviendo entre 
nosotros; y que buscamos y servimos en todos/todas 
quien conocemos ese mismo Jesús quien es la pala-
bra, ahora y para siempre. Amen. 

Epiphany Blessing for the Home 
Epiphany (also known as Twelfth Night, Theophany, or Three Kings Day) marks 
the occasion of a time-honored Christian tradition of “chalking the doors.” The 
formula for the ritual — adapted for 2018 — is simple: take chalk of any color 
and write the following above the entrance of your home: 20 + C + M + B + 18.

The letters represent the initials of the Magi — Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar 
— who came to visit Jesus in His first home. They also abbreviate the Latin 
phrase, Christus mansionem benedicat: “May Christ bless the house.”  

The “+” signs represent the cross, and the “20” at the beginning and the “18” at 
the end mark the year. Taken together, this inscription is performed as a request 
that Christ to bless those homes so marked that he stay with those who dwell 
therein throughout the entire year. 

The chalking of the doors is a centuries-old practice throughout the world, 
though it appears to be somewhat less well-known in the United Sates. It is, how-
ever, an easy tradition to adopt, and a great practice whereby we dedicate 
our year to God from its very outset, asking His blessing on our homes and on all 
who live, work or visit them there. 

Blessed chalk will be available in the vestibule of the church on the weekend of 
January 6-7. 
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ARMY 
Salvador E. Zapata,  
Christopher Porras,  
Kristin Baron,  
Juan Vega Jr.  
Jessie H. Treviño II,  
Jesse Sinfuentes,  
Henry García,  
Gilbert Álvarez, 
Michael Wright,  
Ray Banda,  
Manny Hernández,  
Jim Branson,  
Joshua A. Chavira, 
Richard Christie,  
Melissa Comiskey,  
David García,  
Antonio R. Delgado,  
Mike Fitzgerald,  
Ky V. Truong,  
John García,  
Jack Longmire,  
Chris Lawrence,  
Gabriel de la Garza,  
Juan Manuel,  
Matthew O’Dowd, 
Marc Maziarz,  
Joshua Salsgiver,  
Tim Woods,  
James Scherwitz,  
Matthew Soileau,  
Tony Thompson,  
Michael Carty, 
Jessie H. Treviño,  
Christian Urena,  
Danny Morales,  
Jerry Morales,  
Joshua A. Treviño,  
Michael Hori,  
Scott Pfirman,  
Timothy Soto,  
David Freeman,  
Cameron J, Saltus,  
Trevor Marshall,  
Daniel Pruitt,  
Joseph Nadasky,  
Roosevelt Harris,  
Christina González,  
Evan Adams,  
Janet González,  
Alberto Moreno,  
Victor Delgado,   
Luis Rosales,  
Sgt. Christopher Farías,  
Louis Hendershot, Jr.  

Rudy Banda III,  
Elvia Ayala,  
Manuel James López,  
Andy Huayamave,  
Sarah Campo,  
Maximilian Klein,  
Sgt. Epigmenio Gómez Jr., 
Chris Figeria,  
Alexis Roman,  
Hunter Thigpen,  
Marco Hernandez,  
Thomas Stovall,  
Jorge Rodolfo Cantu 
Darien Moore  

NAVY  
Jessica López,  
Matthew Rodríguez,  
A.J. Edwards,  
Joe Vaughn,  
Christopher McMullin,   
Linsum Flores,  
Michael Fruggiero,  
Chris Rode,  
Stuart Marshall,  
Gabriela San Martin,  
Jason Rodríguez,  
Mark Riddle,  
Raymond J. Reyes,  
Cristian Shirl,  
Sean V. Saluzzi,  
Thomas Roche,  
Justin J. Trudeau,  
William Wilkerson,  
Paul Zielinski,  
Candy Flores,  
Jonathan Hyacinth,  
Alejandro Alatorre,  
Jonathan Young,  
Sean G. McBeth,  
Justin Ryan Keyser,  
Patricia Meehan.  
Donna Angeolind   

MARINES
Brad Harless,  
Zachary Bond,  
Adam Garcia,  
Marvin Boruca, 
Kleber Villalva,  
Frank Campos,  
Omar García,  
Stefan Barcik,  
Steven E. Jiménez, 
Patrick Lambert, 

Stephen Mayeaux,  
Randall T. Schindler,  
Jimy Perafan   
Peter Tate Jr.,  
Vincent Flores,  
Albert García,  
Jason Wood,  
Joseph Mooney,  
Hunter W. Moffitt,  
Anetor Asibor,  
Albert García ,  
Sergio Perez,  
Keith Breeckner,  
Ricky Isaac Hernández,  
Vinny Escobar,  
Ryan Foley,  
Victor Carrión-Martínez,  
Christopher Unger,  
Kidany Vaquero,  
Ryan DeKay,  
Codie M. Barnett,  
Sherry L. Sola,  
Kevin Flores,  
Matthew Araiza,  
Jakob Murray 
Lysias Jovian Maciel 

AIR FORCE  
Coy Daniel Incaprera,  
Christie Scherwitz,  
Phillip M. Doria,  
David Nordel,  
Vincent Becklund,  
David Harrison,  
Robert N. Lobit,  
Sean Huggins,  
Dennis J. Morosin,  
Don Sarmiento,  
Raphael Ashe, 
Kenzie O’Leary,  
Tsg.Srg. Don Park, 
Nathalie Rodríguez, 
David Anthony,  
Nathalie Huayamave,  
Nelvin Rodríguez,   
Maurice James Hardy II,   
Ricardo Villalva Jr.   

NATIONAL GUARD 
Camilo Orozco 
Ed Dextraze 
Tony Nies 
Jerry Torres 
Kevin Westlund  
Cynthia Tobon  

Thanksgiving After Mass 
St. Thomas Aquinas

Lord, Father all-powerful and ever-
living God, I thank You, for even 
though I am a sinner, your unprofit-
able servant, not because of my 
worth but in the kindness of your 
mercy,  You have fed me with the 
Precious Body & Blood of Your 
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  

I pray that this Holy Communion 
may not bring me condemnation 
and punishment but forgiveness 
and salvation.  May it be a helmet 
of faith and a shield of good will.  
May it purify me from evil ways 
and put an end to my evil pas-
sions.  May it bring me charity and 
patience, humility and obedience, 
and growth in the power to do 
good.  

May it be my strong defense 
against all my enemies, visible and 
invisible, and the perfect calming 
of all my evil impulses, bodily and 
spiritual.   May it unite me more 
closely to you, the One true God, 
and lead me safely through death 
to everlasting happiness with You.  

And I pray that You will lead me, a 
sinner, to the banquet where you, 
with Your Son and holy Spirit, are 
true and perfect light, total fulfill-
ment, everlasting joy, gladness 
without end, and perfect happi-
ness to your saints. grant this 
through Christ our Lord,   AMEN. 
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Let us Pray for God’s Healing for all the Sick 
(If your family member or friend is no longer in need of our prayers, please advise us in order to remove his/her name. 

(A) Luis Acosta, Rita Aguilar, Manuel Alvarez, Dave Anderson, Jan Arnold, Kathryn Arnst, Jack Aultman, Vicenta Avellaneda, Kristy Anders (B) Marie Borelli, 
Don Barnes, Estefano Bermejo, Carmen Vazquez Blanco, Dianne Blevins, Anita Blomberg, Laure Boconvi, Lin Boehlert, Joanne Brown, Maria Borrero,  (C)
Humberto Fabian Caballero, Fabian Cabrello, Carolina Cabrello, Juan Antonio Cabrera, Marlaina Cadena, Sarah Callans, Diane Calzado, Lucia Angela 
Carbone, Ricardo Castaneda III, Margarita Castano, Sally Castro, Yok Chang, Henry Chang, Maria Elena Chavez, Chavez-Vargas Family, Marilyn Cisar, 
Gilberto S. Cisneros, Elizabeth Cisneros, Victor H Cisneros, Kayson Clay, Maria Colon, Erin Conney, Mike and Julie Cook, Roger Corkill, Edward Costello Jr., 
Michael Alfred Crewell, Grant Cruise Family, Emmanuel Cubillos, Remedios Cuevas, (D) Vuong (David) Minh Dao, Ray DeBock, Alex Diaz, Luis Enrique 
Diaz, John Doll, Mary Dorelli, Dale Le Duc, Bobby Duenas, Marlene Dunlap, Gertrude Dunlap, Marlon Dunlap, Debbie Dunn, Maria Duran (E) Faye Ed-
wards, Marisa Ehrig, Luis Madico Escudero, (F) Sgt. Christopher Farias, Jody Ferguson, Steve Flannery, Jonhy Francisco, Yorley Frias, Samuel Fuentes, AA 
Fuentes III, (G) Joseph Gallagher, Gerard Gallegos, Jonahs Galloway, Mavis Gann, Victoria Alana Garcia, Juan Alberto Garcia, Rosa Garcia, Lydia Ann 
Garcia, Elizabeth  Gardner, Homer Garza, Gene Gessert, Kelly Gillespie, Mariana De Jesus Gonzalez, Nelly Abby Gonzalez, John A Guillespie, Roland 
Gusman, Mrs. Estera Guitierrez (H) Caroline Hallford, Milton Hanas, Renee Hanna, Bob & Francis Hartnett, Joyce Hennessy, Olivia Hernandez, (J) Jessica 
Jacobson, Cecilia Jimenez, Dana Jones, Gene Juranka, Jenell (K) Elih Kars, Megan Kelly, Sharon Kettner, Lane Kimble, Gene Kimble, (L) Netta Laird, Scott 
Laird, Jose Lara, Carlos Humberto Bolivar Lara, Christian Lebanc, Mike Leditin, Julio Lezama, Doug Lidiak, Gary Lindig, Stanley Loziek, Mitchell Lyon, (M)
Ines Madice, Agustin Madona, Gerardo Madrigal, Kevin Malanaphy, Adelaida Maldonado, Judy Mamaclay, Karen Berenice Margarito, Evelyn Marinas, 
Roy Martin, Bradley Martinez, David Martinez, Emily Martinez, Walter Mayko, Lia McLean, Karlin Medlin, Nelson Mejia, Carol Melz, Nenita Mendiola, Rudy 
Mendoza, Frank Meyer, Lilvon Michael, Byron Michael, Manuela Alicia Ortiz Molina, Jose Manuel Monreal, Lamar Montalvo, Sergio Montoya, Margie Mo-
rales, Sandra Morales-Negron, Drake Motolet, Jeanne Marie Matthews (N) Ryan Naulty, Virginia Neiser, Mary Neminach, Vicky Nevares, Andres Nevares, 
Alpha Newgene, Shirley Ngang, Gam Thi Nguyen, Janell Noeth, (O) Rodolfo Ocampo, Julie Ojonta, Leonor Orozco, Danna Paola Osollo, (P) Robert Par-
ker, Blake Patrick, Melanie Pearson, Julian Gregory Pearson, Maria Antonia Medina Perez, Robert D. Perez, Robert A. Perez, Lisa Peterson, Timothy Petrich, 
Benjamin Poblete, Bobby Prize, (Q) Jeannine Quintero, (R) Doris Ramirez, Robert Ramirez, Rodolfo E. Ramirez Jr., Chris Ramirez, Nery Randa, Jerrene Ran-
dall, Jack Randall, Valentin Rangel, Sonia Reyes, Olga Sarahi Reyna, Joel Rivera, Lynette Roberts, Mark Rodriguez, Olefia Rodriguez, Sidney Rojo, Marcela 
Ramirez Roldan, Jose Rosas, Oralia Rosas, Familia Montes Ruiz, (S) Gisela Sachs, Elizabeth Salas, Judge Deborah Sanchez, Jose Santistevan, Marie 
Sauceda, Lee A. Sauseda, Khris Scherwitz, Mary Jane Schillinger, Evan Schuessler, Lupita Scotka, Tommy Sebesta, Daniel Shay, Mrs. D. Florence Sicola, 
Johnny Sicola, Jose Sion,  Amelia Soarces, Bob Sommers, Mariana Soto, Jo Stewart, Fred Stoehr, Thomas Stovall, Hanna Stoval, (T) Dolores Tallman, Justin 
Thacker, Verneta Thomas, Martha Toledo, Claude Tournay, John Trevino, David Turilli, (V) Dioselvia Lozano de Vargas, Jose Vargas, Guadalupe Vasquez, 
Edith Vazquez, Linda Villanueva, (W) Jim Wade & Jamie Wade, Ashley Wade, Nancy Wannamaker, Claire Way, Irma Guadalupe Westry, Wilder Family, 
Marshall Williamson, Mike Wilson, Mary Wilson, Gale Winberley, (Z) Gilberto Zamora, Leticia Zarzoza, Leo Zerguche, and all others who also need our pray-
ers.  

If you know anyone who is sick or in need of prayer support, please call 281-463-7878. Comuníquese al teléfono anterior si conoce algún enfermo que 
necesita el apoyo de la oración de nuestra familia parroquial. 

November Report 

Food collected: 1, 747 lbs.        No. of visits:  35 

Assistance (Asistencia): 
 Food (Comida)            $      825.00 
 Rents/Mortgages (Rentas/Hipotecas)   $   8,510.00 
 Electric (Electricidad)       $   1,454.49 
 Water (Agua)         $      622.70 
 Funeral (Funeral)        $      275.00 
  Transportation (Transportación)    $      100.00  
Total Assistance (Asistencia Total)     $  11,787.19 

Overhead (Gastos): 
 Office Phones/Internet  
 (Teléfonos Oficina/Internet)     $      241.26  
Total Overhead (Gastos Total):     $      241.26 

Donations - Church Collections     $ 12,419.49 
Donation - CyFair Women's Club for  
 Hurricane Harvey Relief.      $   1,000.00 
Total Contributions (Contribuciones):    $ 13,419.49 

Have a blessed week and thank you for your faithful support!  

Phone:  281-463-4560 
Email:  SVDPOne@gmail.com 
Hours:  M-W-F 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
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Parish Office 281-463-7878 

Pastor Rev. Stephen B. Reynolds  

Parochial Vicar Rev. Antonio Ortiz 

Parochial Vicar Rev. Gregory Tran, C.R.M.  

Parochial Vicar Rev. Preston Quintela 

   

Deacons Ola Branche
German Godoy 
Peter Tuu Hoang 
Tom Jeffers 

Gilbert Johnson 
Chuck Pennell 
Alfonso Sosa 

   

Managerial Administrator Deacon German Godoy  

Director of Finance Linh Nguyen 

Director of Liturgy & Music Carmen Delgado 

Director of Religious Education Becki Brumbaugh 

Director of Spanish Ministries Lucia Rueda 

Director of Vietnamese Ministries Deacon Peter Tuu Hoang  

Director of Family Life Nadia Jara 

Director of Adolescent  
Catechesis & Evangelization 

Donna Worley  

Youth Apostolate Andrew Schuelke 

   

Parish Office 281-463-7878 

FAX 281-463-4822 

Parish E-Mail SeasOffice@SeasCatholic.org  

Parish Website www.SeasCatholic.org  

School Office 281-463-1444 

School Website www.seascs.org 

S.E.E.D.S. Office (pre-school) 281-855-2503 

S.E.E.D.S. Website www.SeedsRootedInLove.org  

Parish Office Hours Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m. 

Saturday 
8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

Coordinator of Vietnamese CCE Toan Pham 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church 
6646 Addicks-Satsuma Road 
Houston, Texas 77084-1599 

281-463-7878 
www.SeasCatholic.org 

Bulletin Deadlines
Submissions for the bulletin are due 
on Noon Monday, thirteen days in 
advance of publication date.  
Submit your information to Mrs. 
Patti Bergholtz at her e-mail:  
pbergholtz@seascatholic.org.  

All submissions must be an MS
Word document (no PDF files), us-
ing Century Gothic font, size 9.  
Please do not use any other for-
matting (i.e., all caps, bold, italics, 
underlining, colored text, text box-
es, etc...).  Graphics and photos 
are subject to editing. 

Bulletin Date  Deadline
January 14   January 2 
January 21   January 8 
January 28   January 15 
February 4   January 22 
February 11   January 29 

281-463-7878
SeasOf f ice@SeasCathol ic .org 

Thank you for your  support of the 
Annual Fund/Lighting the Way 
Campaign.  You may now enroll 
online with Faith Direct to make a 
monthly contribution and/or a one-
time gift.  Visit faithdirect.net and 
enter code TX417. Search for SEA-
SCS Annual Fund.  All gifts are tax 
deductible.   



An Eldercare Service that provides professional guidance
for senior living and care at no charge to families

Assisted Living • Memory Care • In Home Services
Retirement Communities

Donna Composto: 281-682-3727
The Path to Safe Senior Living www.momscareplan.com

T&A GLAMOUR SHOTS
PHOTO BOOTH

WWW.TNAGLAMOURSHOTS.COM
SMILE@TNAGLAMOURSHOTS.COM • 281-758-1400

“WE RENT PHOTO BOOTHS FOR ALL OCCASIONS”

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.833.5941

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Therese
Khu-Tenenbaum

REALTOR®
Ross Group
12623 Jones Road
Houston, TX 77070
Office (281) 469-7677
Fax (281) 469-5963
Cell (832) 492-5118
tkhu0928@gmail.com
www.century21ross.com
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated
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1327 Lake Pointe

Parkway, Suite 500

281.940.7963

15518 FM 529

281-550-7070
www.freddysUSA.com

• SUNDAY SPECIAL •20% OFF ANY COMBO W/AD

J.M. Plumbing
Sales & Service

Cypress-Houston
Jesse G. McKinley

281-469-6206 Lic #RMPL13890

Standing on the Rock CD by James Wahl

FUN AND FAITH-FILLED MUSIC
for little ones, with 10 songs based on
Bible stories and the teachings of Jesus.

This is a new music collection for preschool
children and those who are in early grade school.

$17.00 + S&H

800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/14028.htm

DISCOUNTS 

FOR MILITARY, 

PUBLIC SERVANTS, 

TEACHERS

NORTON
PRESSURE WASHING & MORE

✓ Pressure Washing

✓ Deck/Fence Staining

✓ Pairing

✓Handyman

832-302-2932
If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW! 800.809.3352

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as$19.95a month

No Landline? No Problem!
* Real Time GPS Tracking * Fall Detection

FUNERAL HOME
Our Family Serving Yours

281-897-9823
9926 Jones Road
www.cyfairfunerals.com

Trusted • Licensed • Insured
Fully Trained Professionals

POOLPOOL
CLEANINGCLEANING

Houston’Houston’s Choices Choice
For Pool ServicesFor Pool Services

Weekly Pool Cleaning Includes:
• Brushing pool walls
• Checking & inspecting equipment
• Skimming surface, vacuuming bottom
• Water chemistry, emptying all baskets
• Chemical feeders & more!
Sergio @ 832-671-3564



Funerals 
& 

Cremations

Traditional & 
Memorial Services

All Funeral 
Prearrangements

Accepted

14094 Memorial Drive
Houston, Texas 77079

www.DettlingFuneral.com281-497-2121

MIRACLE ROOFING
“SPECIALIST IN ASPHALT SHINGLES REPAIR”

GUTTER CLEANING & RE-ROOFS

“FREE ESTIMATE” 832-215-8988
miraclej.roofing@gmail.com

Dine In - Catering - Take Out
Open 7 Days A Week

Lunch Special 11AM - 3PM
FREE Delivery Within 5 Mile

Min. $12 Lunch Min. $15 Dinner
17817 FM 529 Suite #160    281-858-1888    281-858-6888

What We Can Offer
You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.833.5941

A.D.Y JANITORIAL.INC
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Making a difference in building maintenance • Our goal is your satisfaction

Phone 832-876-9119 Amelia
Dine In - Catering - Take Out

Open 7 Days A Week
Lunch Specials 11AM-3PM
FREE Delivery Within 5 Mile

Min. $12.00 Lunch Min. $15.00 Dinner
17440 FM 529 Rd.            281-656-8550            281-656-8561

JO JO
Chinese Cafe
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Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

PLUMBING • HEATING
AIR CONDITIONING
SALES & SERVICE

Pool Heaters • Fixtures • Faucets • Disposers
Hot Water Heaters • Water & Gas Lines

713-464-4189
TACL000355
& MPL14303

ART’S PEST CONTROL
Family Owned & Operated
“Don’t Let Bugs Bug You!”
10% OFF 1st Service Call w/ad

Free Estimates 281-398-0854

GODZINA LAW FIRM
IMMIGRATION LAW
Bruce Godzina, JD MBA, Principal

Se Habla Español
bruce.godzina@gmail.com
965 Pinemont Drive, Suite 1000

Houston, Texas 77018

(713) 635-9265
www.veniteimmigration.com
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

S✝. Alphonsus
Religious Store

Church Supply & Gift

Laura’s Tailors
Custom Vestments, Dress Making

Alterations & Tailoring
4625 Hwy 6 North
Houston, TX 77084
(281) 550-8863
Cell: (713) 261-9271

Duane C. King, Attorney
14906 FM 529, Suite 201

281.615.8942
Family Law    Wills & Estates    Small Business    Real Estate

Parishioner

HOUSTON COMPREHENSIVE
RHEUMATOLOGY, P.A

We Manage Inflammatory Joint Diseases (Arthritis, Lupus, Gout), Osteoporosis
11240 FM 1960 Rd West, Suite 401, Houston, TX 77065

Bao T. Nguyen, D.O., Ph.D.
Board Certified Rheumatologist

Phone: 832-521-8088 Email: bao@hcrheum.com
Fax: 832-521-8089 www.hcrheum.com

CYPRESS ACUPUNCTURE & CHIROPRACTIC
13040 FM 529, Ste. G (at Edridge next to Cherry Home Furniture)

(713) 849-4804
John Nguyen, D.C., F.I.A.M.A.

• Headaches, neck and back pain
• Painful joints, numbness, arthritis
• Hip, leg, shoulder, arm pain relief
• Acupuncture
• Nutrition and herbs
• Auto Accidents

* Free Consultation & Exam

* 50% OFF FIRST INITIAL

VISIT ONLY (With Ad)

Affordable Handyman
281.414.5266

HOME REPAIR SERVICE
No job too small

jvnguyen63@hotmail.com

Houston’s Oldest & Most Trusted Family
Owned Funeral Home & Cemetery Firm

STEVE TOUCHY
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Parishioner
Representing Families & Businesses Since ’83

15840 FM 529, STE. 280
HOUSTON, TX 77095

281-858-0700

Over 20 years in business!!

FAST CASH 
FOR HOMES

713-649-SOLD
7653

www.texashb.com

A+ Rating



Guadalupe Ortiz, State Farm Agent
17802 W. Little York, Ste 600 
Houston, TX 77084
Bus 281-855-5873
lupe@myagentlupe.com

State Farm Life Insurance Company
0901038TX.1                                        Bloomington, IL

BUSY. BUSY.
BUSY. BUSY.
BUSY.

Life insurance shouldn’t wait.
Even though life is busy, take a
moment to reflect on what’s
most important. For peace of
mind, protect your family with
State Farm® life insurance.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

KITCHENLIFT
A FACELIFT FOR YOUR KITCHEN

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
Fully Insured • Free Consultation • Free Estimates

John & Michelle Zullinger - CTR Parishioner • 832-928-5988

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

an Official Travel
Agency of Apostleship

of the Sea-USACST 2117990-70

HAND WRIST
ELBOW SHOULDER
• Endoscopic Carpal

Tunnel Release
• Endoscopic Cubital

Tunnel Release
• Trigger Finger Release

• Sports Injuries
• Wrist Pain
• Wrist Fractures
• Tennis Elbow
• Rotator Cuff Injuries

Dr. Jeffrey E. Budoff
Hand, Wrist, Elbow & Shoulder Specialist
Board Certified Orthopedic Surgeon, CAQ Hand Surgery

Office locations
• Cy-Fair - 11740 FM 1960

Road West, Houston, Texas 77065
ReArmYourselfTexas.com

For Appointments, Call: 713-800-1120
• Med Center
• Pearland • Katy

Cindy Herzog, Agent
281-955-6789 - 24x7 We Speak Spanish and Vietnamese

www.CindyHerzog.com (SEASCS Parent)

The Most Complete
Online National

Directory of
Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Give your Home
an Exterior
Makeover

(10% off with Ad)

281.904.4824 www.XtremeKleanPressure.com

Advanced Pressure Washing

From the WLP Vault comes 
the Bible Story of Christmas featuring 

8 Classic Christmas Carols and a reading 
of the Gospel of Luke 2: 4-20

by Bing Crosby! Also available on vinyl.

Visit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00

800-566-6150 Photo Courtesy of 
Bing Crosby Enterprises

St. Francis Religious Gifts
Largest Selection of Catholic Gifts

First Communion - Books - Sacramentals

4906 Hwy 6 North, Bear Creek 281-859-0400
001722 St Elizabeth Ann Seton Church (A)

DERECHO
MIGRATORIO

IGNACIO PINTO-LEÓN
ABOGADO

14511 Old Katy Road
Suite 360
Houston, TX 77079
713.338.2879
info@pintoleon.com Parishioner ✝

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-833-5941

Do you need HELP to
Sell, Buy or Rent?

NasavicHomes@gmail.com
832-582-4041

NASAVIC’S HOMES LLC * Forming Real Value to Properties

JC Home Remodeling
713-885-4470

• Bath/Shower Conversions • Kitchen
• Flooring • Drywall Repair/Texture

• Painting • Patio/Covers
• Plumbing • Fencing

Free On-Site Estimates, Jose Llanos

Residential • Commercial
ADDICKS-CHAMPION

Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc.
Sales • Service • Installation

Parishioner • $10 OFF w/Repair
Chuck Kostak • Parishioner   Member BBB

(281) 859-1800
(281) 373-0111TACLB009595E

ALL TYPES OF REMODELING & RESTORATION
20 Years in Business
FREE ESTIMATES

Habla Español
Juan Bautista

Cell: 281-844-8901
/ Charly’s Remodeling Office: 832-289-2341

Charlys Remodeling
CH

Saint Margaret
Sunday Missal
An ideal companion
for personal prayer.

In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

K & S Plumbing Co. Serving All Your Needs

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL REPAIRS
Phone: 713-695-9739 • www.kands-plumbing.com

Joseph Kenjora Jr. & Eddie Syzdek Jr. Owners

Master License No. 9146 & 9149 35 Years Experience Parishioner

JAMAIL PLUMBING CO.
Repairs & Remodeling

24 Hour Emergency Service
(281) 351-1236
(281) 463-6500
(281) 444-3070

MPL #16251

Langham Creek Hardware
The helpful place

Locally owned and operated 281.855.6801
18020 FM 529 Cypress, TX 77433

Located at the corner of FM 529 and Barker Cypress in the Kroger Shopping Center

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry • Orthodontics • Dentistry for Adults & Children

WE ACCEPT:
Medicaid & CHIP for Children
Medicaid & Medicare for Adults
Most PPO Insurance Plans

Dr. Hieu Nguyen Pham, D.D.S.
Dr. Xuan Quyen Truong, D.D.S.

BRACES:
$1,000 OFF

ALL CASES!!!

(832) 427-1797
5547 N. Highway 6,
Houston, TX 77084

Perfect Cuts By Tracy
No Appointment Necessary

(713) 896-0039

$1.00 OFF HAIRCUT
$5.00 OFF COLOR/HI-LITES
ADULT $8.95 / CHILD $6.95

Sat. 9 -6
13150 FM 529 #115 Sun. 10:00 - 5
Houston,TX 77041 Mon. - Fri 10:00  - 7

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Your
ad

could
be in this

space!

LEGAL SERVICES
• Family Law
• Wills • Adoption
• Health Care

Directives
• Collaborative

Law
Prince of Peace

Parishioner

CHRISTINE
LINCOLN
Attorney-At-Law

12777 Jones Rd., Ste. 475
Houston, TX 77070

281-970-9005
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St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church 
6646 Addicks-Satsuma Road 
Houston, Texas 77084-1520 

The L i tu rg ica l  Season of  Chr i s tmas

Christmas is one of the most important days of the 
Church year, second only to Easter itself. It is the feast of 
the incarnation, the feast of God becoming flesh (the 
Latin "in carne" means "enfleshment"). It is a uniquely 
Christian teaching, the Divine choosing to become one 
of us. Because of this belief, God is not only Transcendent, 
but also wholly Immanent, Emmanuel (God-with-us).  

While remaining Transcendent (meaning we must rise 
above our present condition to reach Him), He is at the 
same time Immanent (meaning He is with us as we rise 
toward Him). Every Eucharist is like Christmas where the 
bread and wine are transformed into His flesh, His Body 
and Blood, and, in a sense, He is born anew on the altar.  

The liturgical season of Christmas begins with the vigil 
Masses on Christmas Eve and concludes on the Feast of 
the Baptism of the Lord. During this season, we celebrate 
the birth of Christ into our world and into our hearts, and 
reflect on the gift of salvation that is born with him…
including the fact that he was born to die for us. 
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