
ST. ANN PARISH 

GUIDELINES ON PREPARING THE UNIVERSAL PRAYER 

 

After listening to the Readings, the Gospel and the Homily and celebrating the nuptial ceremony, 

we respond in faith, love and action by being mindful of others’ needs and asking Christ to 

intercede to the Father on their behalf.  The Universal Prayer, also known as the Prayers of the 

Faithful or General Intercessions, are presented at this time to conclude the Liturgy of the Word. 

Couples preparing for marriage may find great joy composing these prayers together.  Probably 

the most important thing to remember before and during writing the Universal Prayers is to pray 

that the Lord may open our minds and hearts to the needs, the suffering, and the crosses that 

people face in their daily lives. 

In writing the Universal Prayers, keep in mind the following guidelines. 

1. The intentions should express the congregation’s prayerful concern for others throughout 

the world.  While this may begin with the couple being married and their family, it should 

also extend to people in the local community and the world at large.  Generally the 

prayers include each of the following categories: 

 

a. The Universal Church – this may include the pope, bishops, priests, pastors, 

missions, Christian unity, vocations to the priesthood and religious life. 

 

b. National or World Affairs – such as petitions for peace and justice, leaders of 

governments, public authorities, good weather, safety of crops, protection of life.  

This may include causes or issues the couple cares deeply about. 

 

c. People who suffer in body, mind or spirit – those who are burdened by any kind of 

difficulty, e.g., illness, poverty, unemployment, war, violence or tragedy. 

 

d. The local community of faith as represented by the assembly – including our 

beloved deceased. 

 

2. The petitions may contain references to the Scriptures proclaimed in the wedding liturgy. 

3. There should be no more than 7 prayer petitions. 

The structure of the intercessions is usually expressed in one of three forms, each of which 

includes an invitation to the congregation (e.g., “Let us pray to the Lord”), and the 

congregation’s response (e.g., “Lord, hear our prayer”).  In order to provide consistency, 

organization and clarity, the individual petitions within a set of petitions should follow the same 

structure pattern.  This helps to promote a more confident response from the assembly.  For 

examples, see next page. 



STRUCTURE PATTERNS FOR PRAYER PETITIONS 

FOR – announces only those to be prayed for: 

 For our pope, bishops and priests, and all who serve the Church, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For those who have died from hunger, neglect or abuse, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For victims of war and natural disasters, let us pray to the Lord. 

THAT – mentions the favor to be requested: 

 That our parish may be a haven to all in need, let us pray to the Lord. 

 That all whose life is in danger may find safety and strength, let us pray to the Lord. 

 That the blind may see, the deaf may hear and the lame walk, let us pray to the Lord. 

That _______ and ______ be a visible sign of the love of God by loving each other 

faithfully, without condition, and forever, we pray to the Lord. 

That each one of us be a source of support and encouragement to ________ and 

___________in their life together, let us pray to the Lord. 

FOR….THAT – announces “who” and “what” is to be prayed for: 

For all Christians, that they may one day eat at the same Eucharistic table.  Let us pray to 

the Lord. 

For the newly married, that they may remain faithful to their wedding vows.  Let us pray 

to the Lord. 

For Christian parents, that they may be good models of faith and charity.  Let us pray to 

the Lord. 

For ________ and ____________, that God will bless them with children, and that the 

Spirit of God will guide them as they raise their children.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

For all those persons who feel neglected and unloved, that the Lord will touch them through 

our care for them.  Let us pray to the Lord. 

For the members of the __________ and _________ families who have died, especially 

_____________, that they enjoy the fullness of the Resurrection of Jesus.  Let us pray to 

the Lord. 

  


