
                 April 5, 2022 
Dear St. Ann Parish Families,    
  
During the Covid-19 public health restrictions we altered our PREP program to a 
more family-based approach.  In large part we shifted from a student focused 
approach taking place in a classroom to a more family focused approach taking 
place in the home. 
 
We have always operated on the principle that parents are the primary educators 
of their children in religious education.  During the last two years, however, we 
have had to dive more deeply into this principle as classroom instruction became 
impossible and home-based instruction became our only option.  While none of 
us welcomed the public health restrictions, we have been seeing that religious 
formation focusing on the family as a whole and supporting the domestic church 
has been in many ways a plus. 
 
We have always and will continue to support parents in their responsibility of 
handing on the faith to their children. Our commitment to quality and Christ-
centered teaching remains unchanged.  It is our intention however to take steps 
to enrich and improve the way parents and children experience and practice faith 
formation in their homes and in our parish.  Moving forward we will continue to 
focus more on forming the family as a whole and on supporting the domestic 
church.  
   
 
Our program includes three main components: 
 
Home based, self-paced learning Instead of having children sit at desks and 
listen to a catechist’s lecture at the front of the classroom, we have put into 
practice the “flipped classroom” model. This is a learning approach which moves 
away from the old-fashioned classroom toward more of an individual learning 
model and allows for children to learn at whatever pace is most appropriate for 
them. Instead of attending weekly classes at the parish, students will be 
completing weekly lessons at home, wherever and whenever it suits your family. 
 
All home based lesson plans will be provided for families.  While each lesson 
typically takes 30-60 minutes to complete, each child (Grades K-6) can take the 
lessons at his/her own pace, with a parent’s help as needed to reinforce concepts.  
Those lessons will deliver the grade-level content and faith-based knowledge 
children should be learning about the Catholic faith at each developmental stage.  
The parish will guide you to videos and other interactive and engaging activities 
which are available through our textbook's publisher and many other reputable 
Catholic platforms making learning fun and easy to remember. 
 
Bi-Monthly Family Catechesis Class With content being covered through 
home based lessons, we can then come together with families to gather in multi-
generational groups and engage in a more dynamic, interactive learning 
environment. This gives us the opportunity to explore the teachings of our 
Church in fun and new ways which will help to foster a deeper love of Christ.  At 
least one parent/guardian must be in attendance.  However, all family members 
are always welcome to attend including siblings who are younger or older than 



PREP grade levels. These gathering dates, times, and locations will be 
communicated closer to the start of the PREP year. It will be necessary for all 
families to schedule their Family Catechesis classes. 
 
Community Prayer Services To help foster a sense of community among our 
families, we will have four Prayer Services during the PREP year. At least one 
parent/guardian must be in attendance. Again, entire families are welcome to 
attend. 
  
We look forward to supporting you in the faith formation of your children at St. 
Ann Parish! 
  
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Julie Prichett at 610-755-
1077 or youthstann@comcast.net. 
 
 
 
 
Julie Prichett       Fr. John Newns 
Director of PREP      Pastor 
And Youth Sacramental 
Preparation Coordinator 
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