
The blessing of an Easter Basket containing food for the first meal of Easter has been a         

beloved Catholic ritual for centuries among families of Eastern European origin. This tradition 

has since been adopted by people of all backgrounds, who enjoy its rich symbolism. On Holy 

Saturday morning, families prepare their Easter Baskets filled with symbolic items and bring 

them to church to be blessed. Joy and thanksgiving for the Resurrection and the end of our 

fasts are expressed in this custom. Baskets are lined with a white cloth and decorated with 

ribbons, flowers, and greenery to  symbolize spring, renewal, and, of course, the Resurrection 

of Jesus. 

Traditionally, the baskets are filled with:  

 Decorated eggs = new life in Christ’s Resurrection; 

 Lamb-shaped butter or sugar = Christ as the “Lamb of God”; 

 Bread = Jesus is the “Bread of Life”; 

 Meats: ham = joy and abundance, sausage = God’s favor and generosity, smoked bacon = 

the overabundance of God’s mercy, or lamb = Christ as the “Lamb of God”; 

 Salt = we are “the salt of the earth”; 

 Cheese = the moderation Christians should have at all times; 

 Horseradish, pepper, oil, and vinegar = the Passion of Christ and the bitter herbs of the Passover; 

 Wine = the Blood of the Lord. 

A white candle is often added to the basket to represent Christ as the “Light of the World.” Lastly, the basket is covered with white linen,  

to symbolize the shroud in which Christ’s body was wrapped. This long-honored tradition is both deeply symbolic and delightfully               

heart-warming. Children are eager to help prepare the family basket and proudly carry it into the church on Holy Saturday for the blessing.  
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Blessing of the Easter Baskets on Holy Saturday 

Deacon Dan blesses baskets full  

of special food for Easter. 

Holy Week Rituals and Traditions 

On Good Friday, in a procession 
representing the Passion of Jesus, 
the priest carries a cross through 
the chapel. The service concludes 
with those present approaching the 
altar to reverence the cross with a 

kiss, touch, or genuflection. 

On Holy Saturday, participants in 
the RCIA Program receive their 
sacraments for the first time and 
are welcomed into the Catholic 
Church. Originally, Christians 
held a vigil through the night 
ending with the celebration of 

Mass on Easter morning at dawn. 

On Holy Thursday, just as Jesus 
washed the feet of His disciples, the 
priest washes the feet of twelve 
parishioners. Also, at the end of 
Mass, the congregation processes 
with candles as the Eucharist is 
moved, symbolic of the movement of 
Jesus to the Garden of Gethsemane. 

After the somber 40 days of Lent with little or no 
ornamentation in chapel, the profusion of spring 
flowers at Easter Masses serves as a reminder that 
through Christ there is life after death, just as winter 
gives way to the new life of spring. White Easter lilies 
symbolize the purity of Christ, and their blooms  

resemble trumpets heralding the Resurrection. 



Thank you so much to all 
of the volunteers that 
helped make this event 

successful: our generous 
candy donors, student  

egg-fillers, egg-hiders and 
eggspert organizer Julie 

Prichett! 

We celebrated the 
Easter Season 

with an egg hunt 
on the Parish Lawn. 
Over 50 children 
came to fill their 
baskets with eggs 
stuffed with candy 
and stickers! Beau-

tiful morning to 
celebrate new life! 

Continuing the Celebration of the Easter Season! 

Save the date! Frank Runyeon performance! 
As part of our St. Ann Feast Day celebration, Frank Runyeon, actor and well-known Christian speaker will 

present a two-part performance at St. Ann Parish on July 24th at 6:00 PM. Stay tuned for details!  

"Dynamite!... a very engaging presentation that captures the attention of youth and adults alike."   -St. Catherine Church, Morgan Hill, CA  

"Uproariously funny, Biblically astute, and thought-provoking...not to be missed."   -1st Church of Christ, Wethersfield, CT  

Thank you to the Knights of Columbus 

for kicking off our after-Mass socials! It 

was so nice to have a few minutes to 

say hello to new parishioners and see 

familiar faces! The Women’s Guild, 

Cana Ministry, and Spanish Ministry  

also volunteered their time to prepare 

the hall and greet parishioners for 

these events. Thank you!  



Charismatic Prayer Group meets to praise God through prayer, 

scripture and song, fostering the development of a deeper prayer life 

through the guidance and grace of the Holy Spirit. All are welcome. 

New leadership is needed.  

Contact:  Parish Office, 610-933-3732 
 

Daily Rosary Group gathers at 7:30 AM in Chapel, Monday – 

Thursday (prior to 8:00 AM Mass) to pray the rosary. Join us for this 

wonderful daily devotion.   

Contact:  Kathy Hayde, Hayde131@gmail.com 
  

Weekly Rosary gathers with the Blessed Mother to pray for the 

conversion of our country and the world. We meet at 2:30 PM on 

Tuesdays on the Parish Lawn, weather permitting, or in the Church 

Hall. All are welcome!  

Contact: Lisa Farrell 484-522-1083 
 

Eucharistic Adoration Society members commit to be present 

when the Blessed Sacrament is exposed in Church each Wednesday 

from 8:30 AM to 7:00 PM.  Anyone able to attend adoration at the 

same time each week is welcome to join.  All are invited to come for 

adoration even if unable to make a weekly commitment. We look for-

ward to resuming this ministry soon.   

Contact:  Parish Office, 610-933-3732 
 

Legion of Mary is a worldwide organization of Catholic men and 

women who place themselves under the banner of Mary, so that with 

her help they may develop greater holiness in their own lives, as well 

as spread a deeper devotion to her among others.  Open to all pa-

rishioners in conjunction with St. Basil the Great Parish.   

St. Basil Contact: Janet Lauletta,  

610-639-4490, jpjclauletta@gmail.com 
  

Spanish Prayer Group gathers to praise God through prayer, 

song and scripture each Saturday. 

Grupo de Oración Hispano Nos reunimos a alabar a Dios con 

oraciones, canciones, la lectura y la meditación del Evangelio cada 

sábado. 

Contact:  Carlos Mendez, 484-475-4392  

Bible Reflection Group is a group of men and women who come 

together weekly to reflect on the scriptures of the following Sunday 

and their impact on our lives.  There are no “experts”, just us.   

Contact:  Bob & Dolores Opiela 

610-935-0710/opielarj@aol.com 
 

Book Club is a club for spiritual journeys. Participants meet several 

times a year to discuss books that touch the spirit. It is all about 

expanding one’s belief system and challenging one to encounter new 

ideas while developing friendships. 

Contact:  Madelyn Howard, 484-302-5705 

stannadulted@gmail.com 
 

Cana Ministry is dedicated to supporting married couples and 

enriching their marriages through monthly Cana Date Night 

gatherings. We share a meal, fellowship, and individual couple time, 

as well as prayer with a focus on an aspect of Sacramental Marriage. 

Newlyweds to couples many years married, are welcome and 

encouraged to join us! 

Contact: David & Monica Ryan, 484-924-8187 

monica.paddock@gmail.com 
 

Grupo de Oración Mateo es un grupo de oración de mujeres, en 

español, que intercede por nuestros matrimonios y familias, a través 

de la oración y la lectura de las escrituras, el catecismo de la iglesia 

católica y otros libros aprobados por la iglesia para ayudarnos a 

defender nuestra fe.  

Mateo 11:28 is a women’s prayer group, in Spanish, that 

intercedes for our married couples and families through prayer and 

reading of the scriptures, catechism of the Catholic Church and other 

books approved by the church to help us defend our faith.  

Contact: Rosa Govea, 760-540-4409  
 

Men’s Bible Study focuses on the Gospel of the week, Catholic 

spirituality, and faith-sharing for men who are striving to live a 

Christian life in the 21st century.  

Contact:  Tim Griffiths, TimGriffiths@comcast.net 
 

Spanish Bible Study meets to pray and study the Scriptures. We 

hope to resume this ministry soon. 

Estudio de la Biblia Nos reunimos para orar y estudiar las 
Escrituras. Esperamos reanudar este ministerio pronto. 
Contact:  Neri Ramirez. 484-366-9064  

Fredy Ramirez, 610-680-8416 
 

Women’s Scripture Study gathers to pray and to study the 

Scriptures. Participants share their faith journeys, learn from each 

other and strive to discern and apply the meaning of God’s Word in 

their lives.  

Contact:  Monica Ryan, 484-924-8187 

Monica.paddock@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Highlights 
These Ministries provide ways to grow closer to God through 
prayer and exploration of His Word, with the friendship and 
support of a small group. Reach out to the contacts listed below 
to join or for more information. 
 

For information on all of our parish ministries go to  
www.churchofsiantann.org/ministries-opportunities-booklet 

mailto:monica.paddock@gmail.com
https://churchofsaintann.org/ministry-opportunities-booklet


To view our monthly Parish Financial Reports, please, go to the website,  

www.churchofsaintann.org and click on the About tab and choose Councils. 

Our goal is to keep the cemetery looking beautiful year round. To that end, St. Ann Parish provides general care of the walks, drives and 
common areas of the cemetery and provides reasonable care for the burial lots to the extent practicable. However, we don’t water the lawns or 
maintain the memorials. Perpetual care funds are not intended for current cemetery maintenance; instead, funds are put in escrow to ensure 

the parish can maintain the cemeteries in perpetuity after all the plots are sold. Maintenance expenses are part of the parish operating budget. 

Did you know? It takes a full year for the ground to settle around a new grave. Although this may be disconcerting for families, it in no way 

harms the loved one’s burial. Our maintenance staff will level the ground and plant grass after one year as weather permits.  

Monument saddle floral arrangements and pin type vases are welcomed throughout the year. Special holiday decorations need to be     
removed two weeks after the holiday. If there are items that you would like to keep, please ensure that they are picked up in time!               
Unfortunately, all other decorations are prohibited as they interfere with safety and maintenance, such as: planter boxes, vases, urns, free-
standing crosses, statues, shepherds hooks, bronze markers, bronze emblems, toys, balloons, any type of flag (other than the American flag), 
candles, votive lights, non-religious items. Also prohibited is the planting of grass, shrubs, trees, or flowers, as well as mulching, fencing,    
borders, coping, curbing, hedging or lot enclosure of any kind. During Christmas and Easter holidays, rules may be relaxed, but as cemetery 
maintenance resumes in spring, only saddle arrangements and pin vases are allowed. If your saddle arrangement happens to blow away, 

please look for it next to the garage. 

If you believe that permitted items have been stolen from the cemetery, including military markers or flag holders, please file a police report 
and inform the cemetery office. If a family member’s military marker is missing, the family needs to request a new marker from the VA.        
Additional details are available on the VA website www.cem.va.gov. To obtain a replacement flag holder, go to www.chesco.org/155/Veterans-
Affairs. Remember! Holiday decorations will be removed two weeks after a holiday and all non-permitted, broken, or unsightly items 

will be removed immediately. The cemetery is not responsible for any articles or decorations left on burial plots. 

The parish shall not be financially responsible for any loss or damage to any monument caused by vandals or by windstorms or any other act 
of God or the common enemy. Holders of Burial Privilege Certificates are responsible for the maintenance of markers and monuments; as well 

straightening, repairing or removing any monument. The Cemetery Office must be notified of any repair work.  

For complete cemetery guidelines go to churchofsaintann.org/st-ann-cemetery 

Important 
information 
about our 

cemeteries: 
Sacred Heart Cemetery, near 1258 Fillmore St. St. Ann Cemetery, near 313 W. Pothouse Rd. 

Idea: plan and create a memorial 
garden at home in memory of your 
loved one. Search for ideas online 
or try this blog for inspiration. 
www.funeralguide.com/blog/8-
lovely-memorial-garden-ideas 

Saddle arrangement 

Grave location maps are now available through our website! You can look up the burial locations of loved ones by 

name. The search feature allows you to input their last name or first name or partial name. Maps are then generated for 

you to view on your device or to print showing you where to find your loved one within the cemetery. On our website, click 

on the About tab and choose St. Ann Parish Cemeteries.  

Call the office with any questions  610-933-3732    

Pin vase 
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