
 

Something New 

Beginning this fall the Choir will sing an Antiphon prior to the 

start of mass. 

When the people are gathered and seated and before the Priest 

enters with the Deacon and ministers, an Entrance Chant or 

Introit may be sung. It may accompany the entrance procession, 

but its essential purpose is to open the celebration, foster the 

unity of those who have been gathered, and turn their thoughts 

to the mysteries of the upcoming liturgy. 

 

An antiphon is another psalm that is selected for that specific 

day to go along with the readings for the Mass of the day. The 

antiphons in the Roman Missal and Graduale Romanum are the 

texts given by the Church herself for each particular 

liturgy.   The antiphons were adopted from Hebrew worship and 

were introduced into Western civilization by St. Ambrose in the 

4th Century.  

There are four options for an Entrance Chant (1) the antiphon 

from the Missal or the antiphon with its Psalm from the 

Graduale Romanum; (2) the antiphon and Psalm of the Graduale 

Simplex for the liturgical time; (3) a chant from another 



collection of Psalms and antiphons; or (4) another liturgical 

chant that is suited to the sacred action, the day, or the time of 

year, similarly approved by the Conference of Bishops or the 

Diocesan Bishop.” (General Instruction of the Roman 

Missal, no. 48) 

 

The first 3 preferences outlined in the GIRM are antiphons and 

psalms. As seen in option number 4, we can use “another 

liturgical chant” which can be one of the many beautiful hymns 

of the church. Option number 4 became so popular after the 

Second Vatican Council that we forgot about the first three 

options, which was never the intent! So to restore some balance 

in our liturgy, we are starting by singing antiphons at the choir 

mass, because they are directly tied to the readings of the day, 

and there is not always a hymn that has the same specific 

scriptural root.  


