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Dear Members of the SBS Community;

Perhaps for some a Sixtieth Anniversary seems a strange thing to celebrate. Yet,
coming off of the protocols of the past two-and-a-half years, celebrating anything
right now seems to be the right thing to do. 

In the world of Catholic education these days being able to celebrate an anniversary
like this is a great sign. This year we are not only celebrating the achievements of
the past but we are poised for the future. I am proud to report that our enrollment is
healthy, our school has made some significant advancements over the past several
years, and we have plans for the future. Not all Catholic schools are in as good a
shape as are we, though we all know that the future is tenuous, so we need to
remain vigilant and prepared to respond to new challenges and opportunities ahead. 

We are all grateful for the past and the many achievements of our school and our
alumni. We have been guided by insightful principals and supportive priests, and our
school has been blessed with a deeply committed and strong faculty. Today, that
remains the case.  Kevin Donahue, our principal, is a man of action and compassion
who shares a strong vision of what a Catholic School --- and specifically SBS -- can
and should be. He is ably assisted by Christine Keeling, Lori McCahill, Lori Ulrich,
and Patti Dickens in his efforts at guiding our school forward. Most importantly it is
the many teachers and members of our school staff -- the aides, cafeteria workers,
maintenance crew, and members of the parent’s associations -- that keep this school
running as smoothly and faithfully as it does. Each one of them stands on the legacy
shoulders of those who founded this school, and whose sweat, capital, and
forethought we stand on today. 

We are both humbly grateful and proud of our school, our students, their parents,
and the many thousands of alumni and their parents, who benefitted from and
supported our school.

I wish to thank all who made this evening possible, and all of you who were able to
attend this event. It is a testimony to our school and the legacy it has let behind.

We celebrate the past -- we enjoy the moment -- and we prepare for the future!
Saint Benedict School is truly -- A Foundation for Life!

Fr. Garry Koch, Pastor 



Dear Members of the St. Benedict Community;

For over sixty years St. Benedict Catholic Church and School has 
been a formative institution in the lives of so many. Tonight, as we 
celebrate our collective history, I hope everyone has time to reflect 
on the amazing events and friendships that have been cultivated at 
165 Bethany Road in Holmdel, New Jersey.

For four years I have been tasked to lead a passionate faculty, dedicated group of
parents, and a truly amazing student body committed to the values of Catholic
Education. St. Benedict School is thriving when many Catholic Schools have been
forced to close their doors. Our enrollment continues to grow past 450 students.
We have recently added an outdoor learning center and state-of-the-art mobile
classrooms to house our new PreK Three program. The future is bright here at 
St. Benedict School.

Tonight’s celebration is a huge undertaking. I would be remiss if I did not
recognize and personally thank a few individuals who have been committed to this
overwhelming endeavor for months.  

Fr. Garry Koch, Pastor of St. Benedict, has been a mentor and friend for over
25 years. He has taught me and given me so much. Thank you for your efforts in
making the 60th anniversary a top priority for the church and school. 

Mrs. Patti Dickens, Director of Stewardship, has brought her expertise in
fundraising and event planning to St. Benedict. In the short amount of time she
has been with us, Patti has successfully navigated this entire process as the event
chairperson in order to make this night a truly successful and memorable event.
Patti is a true model of stewardship in the parish and school.

Mrs. Lori Ulrich, Director of Marketing and Events, has been the branding,
advertising, and planning lead behind our 60th Anniversary Gala. As the largest
fundraiser of the year, Lori has put in countless hours and unlimited energy to
make this event a reality. She has made it a priority to honor and celebrate the
legacy SBS has built over the past 60 years and truly deserves in recognition of
this milestone. 

St. Benedict School PTA and GRACE, SBS Parent Volunteer Organizations,
this team of ladies has been on the front lines and done so much to ensure the
success of our Gala. Thank you for your dedication to St. Benedict School.
Special thanks to Jen Rodriguez, Erin Michels, Amy Morris, Jennifer Fajardo, Lisa
Spinello, Kelly Cannizzo, and Serafina Pepe.

As always, thank you for your support of St. Benedict School. Enjoy the evening.

Kevin Donahue, Principal of St. Benedict School



The Diocese of Trenton, aware of the ever-increasing growth of population in the
Matawan-Keyport area of Monmouth County, purchased twenty-five acres of land
from a family in Holmdel Township to be used as the site of a church and school to
meet the spiritual needs of the Catholic families moving to this rural community.

In March 1960, Parish Counselors were hired to organize a Building Fund
Campaign to obtain pledges from the members of the Community of St. Benedict.
On April 12, 1961, Father Edward P. Blaska, the first pastor, broke ground for the
new church and school.

A dedication ceremony presided over by Reverend George W. Ahr, the Ordinary of
Trenton, was held on September 22, 1962, to celebrate the opening of St. Benedict
School.

The original faculty was comprised of three Sisters of the Marianites of the Holy
Cross of Princeton, and five lay teachers. Sister Mary of the Sacred Heart was the
first principal. Presently, the administrative and instructional staff consists entirely of
lay people. 

St. Benedict opened with two wings of the school to accommodate 400 students in
grades one through three. Every year a grade was added until the elementary
school of eight grades was completed. The first class of students graduated in June
1968. As the student body grew, an additional wing was added to house
classrooms, a library, and a faculty room. In 1976, to keep pace with future needs
of a changing society, a half-day kindergarten program was established. By 1986,
the program expanded to full day.

In recent years, St. Benedict School has experienced unprecedented growth. Our
campus has expanded to house an outdoor classroom to provide hands-on science
instruction. St. Benedict has also built two state of the art mobile classrooms for our
newly formed PreK3 program. Our instructional technology is comparable to any
school, public or private, in the area. We have also hired a full-time armed guard to
ensure student safety. Enrollment at St. Benedict continues to rise which insures
our sustainability for decades to come. St. Benedict School is a model for Catholic
Schools in the Diocese of Trenton and New Jersey.

Today, our parish continues to serve as the spiritual home to our many
parishioners, as well as an institution of learning for our children who attend St.
Benedict School. Students from pre-kindergarten 3 through 8th grade are provided
with a strong faith foundation and develop as individuals of character—spiritually,
academically, emotionally, and socially.

As we reflect on our parish and school's blessed past, we remember the previous
generations of parishioners whose generosity and dedication toward their faith have
inspired our legacy of faith, love, and gratitude. We must continue to strengthen our
Church so that future generations may continue to benefit, as we have, from
previous efforts of support. Thank you to everyone here tonight for celebrating and
continuing the legacy that St. Benedict Catholic Church and School has built over
the past sixty years. Here's to the future!

Our History



October 13, 2022

Reverend Garry Koch
St. Benedict Catholic Church and School
165 Bethany Rd.
Holmdel, NJ 07733

Dear Father Garry, Administration, Faculty, Staff, Parents and Students:

It is my privilege to offer my congratulations as you celebrate 60 years of Catholic
education at St. Benedict School. It was also my privilege to play my part as pastor 
from 2005-2015.

On Wednesday, October 12th, Bishop O’Connell offered a beautiful,
concelebrated Mass for all the Catholic Schools of the Diocese and I was glad to
be next to Father Garry. Before Mass, I spent some time with Christine Keeling,
Lori McCahill, Lori Ulrich and SBS student representatives and shared with them
that I have so many happy, proud memories as your pastor: from the annual
Christmas pageants with what seemed to be an endless number of sheep, angels,
shepherds and the third grade cast of characters; to the eighth grade
presentations of the Stations of the Cross; to the personalized Baccalaureate
Masses; to celebrating First Holy Communions and Confirmations; to monthly
School Masses; to weekly religion classes from Grades K-8. I hope I didn’t miss
anything, and I hope no one is checking this letter for run-on sentences.

I am sure Mary Ellen Lilly will join her prayers with mine that God will continue to
guide St. Benedict School with every grace and blessing as you embark on the
next sixty years.

Assuring you of my prayers, and asking yours in return, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Very Reverend Daniel F. Swift
Pastor



Good evening!

Although a previous commitment prevents me from attending
the Gala, I am so pleased to send my best wishes on this
momentous occasion. Sixty years! What a tribute to Father
Anderson, Father Leon, Father Dan, Father Garry,
parishioners, school parents, teachers, and school and parish
staff who committed—and continue to commit—themselves to
the unique community that is St. Benedict Catholic Church
and School. Certainly, the response to the Gala is proof
positive that the St. Benedict spirit endures.

I can attest to that unique spirit because sixteen of those sixty
years hold a raft of fond memories for me. As principal of
SBS, it was my privilege to work with teachers and staff who
consistently went above and beyond for the students.
Supportive parents were the norm, not the exception. And the
students! I never tired of watching those Rebels enter as
nervous Kindergarteners and emerge as accomplished young
men and women. To this day, an interaction with a student will
pop out of my memory, inevitably bringing a smile and a
moment of joy with it.

If I were asked to choose three attributes that best describe
the St. Benedict community, these are the words that I would
choose: faith-filled, kind, and generous. And when I offer a
prayer for “all those who have graced my life,” you can be
sure that prayer includes everyone who crossed my path at
St. Benedict.

With enduring gratitude,
Ms. Lilly

Note from the (Former) Principal
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Celebrating OVER 50 Years in Business
Established in 1968

 
Since our inception in 1968, Tomar Industries has
prided itself on delivering the highest quality and
best value to our customers. This philosophy has

helped us grow into an industry leader, 
distributing a wide range of industrial packaging,
janitorial, safety supplies, and related equipment

throughout the Tri-State area.
 

300 Commerce Dr, Freehold, NJ 07728
info@tomarind.com
1 (732) 780-2200
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With Heartfelt Gratitude 

to our Honoree This Evening

Mrs. MaryEllen
Harris

MaryEllen with Fay



YOUR KINDNESS AND GENEROSITY HAS

TOUCHED THE LIVES OF SO MANY HERE AT 

ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC CHURCH AND SCHOOL.

 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU HAVE DONE TO

ENSURE THAT OUR SCHOOL WILL CONTINUE 

TO BUILD "A FOUNDATION FOR LIFE" 

FOR MANY GENERATIONS TO COME.

DIAMOND SPONSOR
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Congratulations to the
Faculty, Staff,

Administration,
Students and Families

who are responsible for the
remarkable success of

St. Benedict School.
Happy 60th Anniversary!
May God Bless You All,

 
The Fredda Family

 
 





St. Benedict School
 

Cheers to 60 Years
and 

Applauding your 
future success!

 

William & Mary Ann Hopler
Roxanne - SBS Class of '89
Steven - SBS Class of '94
Amy - SBS Class of '94 



DIAMOND
GOLDEN DOME FOUNDATION
MARYELLEN HARRIS

SILVER
JANNHA MEDISPA
ANTONELLA RACZYNSKI

BRONZE
AK INTERIOR DESIGN
ALPHA LANDSCAPING
CHRISTIAN BROTHERS ACADEMY
JOE DEVIZIO, REALTOR
FLYNN O'HARA
FUNDAMENTAL CLEANING LLC
HOLMDEL FUNERAL HOME
MULLANEY & ASSOCIATES PT
RAINE FOUNDATION
SHORE POINT FUNERAL HOME
ST. JOHN VIANNEY HIGH SCHOOL

WINE PULL
E. & J. GALLO WINERY

DESSERT DONATIONS
ABBATE BAKERY
DUNKIN DONUTS

Sponsors & Supporters 
ART OF HAIR

BIG ED'S BBQ
BOOSKERDOO COFFEE
DEMARCO'S CATERING

DJ GOT ME FIT
ENCHANTED MEMORIES TRAVEL

EXP REALTY
FEAST RESTAURANT

GIRL SCOUTS OF AMERICA
GERBER SALON

HAND AND STONE, ABERDEEN
HAZLET PHARMACY

JERSEY 34 TENNIS CLUB
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

LEARNING EXPERIENCE
LET'S ROAM

THE MAX, MANALAPAN
GARY MICHAELS FINE JEWELRY

MOSQUITO AUTHORITY
MOUNTAIN MARTIAL ARTS KARATE

NUSKIN
OASIS VRX

OLD BRIDGE GIRLS SOCCER
OSTERIA CUCINA RUSTICA

PONTE VECCHIO
RALPH'S ITALIAN ICES

RED BANK DRIVING SCHOOL
ROCK 'N' AIR

ROOK
RUNNER'S HIGH

SALON SERAPHIM
TURNING POINT

THANK YOU,



Thank You, Families
ANTONUCCIO FAMILY

CANGELOSI FAMILY
CANNIZZO FAMILY
CARNEVALE FAMILY

CATENA FAMILY
CERRA FAMILY

CONON FAMILY
RAE CRISTINO

CROWLEY & TAGLIERI FAMILIES
JOAN CUSUMANO
LAUREN DATTOLO
DEMURIA FAMILY
DICKENS FAMILY

DORSI FAMILY
ELIZABETH DURKIN

ERKMAN FAMILY
ESPADA FAMILY
LORI ESPARRA

FAJARDO FAMILY
MEGAN FEENEY

FINOCCHIO FAMILY
MARIA GASPARINI

ALAN GRECO
HILLERS FAMILY
HOPLER FAMILY
HURNI FAMILY

PHYLLIS ILLIONS
KEELING FAMILY

JOE KLECKO

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 11349
LASKOWSKI FAMILY

LEE FAMILY
LIETZ FAMILY 

LYNCH FAMILY
MICHAEL MCCAHILL

JACK MCENERY
MENDOZA FAMILY
MICHELS FAMILY 

MILDENBERG FAMILY
MOREIRA FAMILY
MORRIS FAMILY

PEPE FAMILY
PINEDA FAMILY

MR. & DR. PIOTROWSKI
RACZYNSKI FAMILY

RECCO FAMILY
REGAN FAMILY

RODRIGUEZ FAMILY
SCHWARZ FAMILY
SEQUIERA FAMILY
SPERDUTO FAMILY
SPINELLO FAMILY
STRALEY FAMILY
SULLIVAN FAMILY
TROIANO FAMILY
ULRICH FAMILY

MARY VALINOTTI
WINTJEN FAMILY
JOE ZAZZARINO
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