
Minutes of St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
May 11, 2022  7PM 

In person, Church Alcove 
 
Members: 

ExOfficio Member: 
Father Bob Spencer 

Parish Council Representatives: 
Rick Sowell, Nate Garn, Mary Egan, Rick Gausmann, Darlene Heinz, Jose Ortiz, Gigi Nieman, Rita 
Smith;  Young Adult Rep (Open) 

Committee Members: 
Debbie Gausmann: Formation; Denis Howorth:  Facilities; David Stallard: Worship/Knights of 
Columbus; Larry Kervella:  Youth Ministry; Jim Hines: Social Justice;  Community and New 
Evangelization Open 

Guest:  Darrell Cofsky 
 
Absent Members:  

Kathy Stocchetti, excused 
Lori Yankoski:  Administration 
Deacon Phil 

 
Call to Order 
Opening Prayer: Rick Gausmann 
Faith Formation:   Read Chapter Five of Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic by Matthew Kelly 
   Postponed until June meeting 
Guest Speaker:  Green Thumb:  (Darrell Cofsky) 

• Darrell Cofsky has been the leader of the green Thumb ministry since its inception a few months after 
the church was built in ~1996. Darrell is an engineering manager and served in the US Navy Submarine 
force for 20 years after graduating from the US Naval Academy. He is now retired after 23 years 
building aircraft carriers at Newport News Shipbuilding.  

• History:   
o The Green Thumb ministry started shortly after the church was built…. When the weeds in the 

parking lot islands were 3 feet tall.  At that time there were no flowers planted… just trees. The 
objective was to keep the grounds looking reasonable. Over the years they have had typically 6 
to 10 individuals who helped keep the beds mulched. Originally, several volunteers took turns 
cutting the grass in the field using a really small lawn tractor. Thankfully, the church 
administrator decided to hire a lawn service after a few years so that task no longer required 
volunteers.  

o As the original grading on the field covered the roots of about 18 very large trees, all of them 
died so green thumb ministers cut them all down. Each year the grounds have been improved. 
The Green Thumb ministers planted many plants after Easter as we used to have live plants 
every year. We used to have many Easter lilies. Hydrangeas and Azaleas were added when 
those were bought for Easter. Today flowers exist throughout the grounds. In the past, boy 
scout projects have created flower beds too. (Note-additional Boy Scout projects should be 
reviewed by Green Thumb ministry as follow-up by the scouts has not occurred after initial 
installation.) 

• Key responsibility areas of Green Thumb ministry: 



o Maintaining beds and areas around trees with mulch. Note- mulch has been paid for from 
donations (Darrell) and flowers have been donated by two families, mostly the Kennedy’s. 
Others (Dave Richwine) have donated bushes and paid for debris removal by York County. 

o Trimming all trees, especially crepe myrtle trees which are all over the grounds. Darrell does 
this personally every February/ March. 

o Planting flowers. 

• This year, as Darrell is retired, significant improvements have been undertaken. These include: 
o Clearing the wooded area adjacent to the annex. Further work near the annex will occur later 

this year or early next year. 
o Removal of the liriope (monkey grass) on the left side of the sidewalk and replacing the 

topsoil…. And planting flowers (perennials). Flower planting is scheduled for May 14th. 
o Installing an edge between the rocks and the garden along the sidewalk. 
o Transplanting the monkey grass to parking lot islands and to an area behind the kitchen. 
o Clearing the wooded area from behind the sign at the church entrance to the far corner of the 

parking lot (parallel to Big Bethel Rd). This includes removal of 25 years of gum balls and leaves 
deposited over many years. (60 % complete). 

• Projects planned going forward: 
o Install an in-ground commercial-grade sprinkler system using the existing well that is already 

installed (behind the kitchen next to the trailer.)   The areas to be sprinkled will include the 
flower beds outside the parish office and adjacent to the side walk. Darrell designed and 
installed a system at his home so only material will be required to be funded. The most 
significant costs other than material are trencher rental and paying a licensed electrician to 
hook up a relay that will control the well pump. 

o Complete planting perennials along the sidewalk left side where the monkey grass was 
removed. 

o Plant azaleas in the cleared area along the far side of the parking lot at the edge of the woods.  
o Complete clearing an area of 20 to 30 feet around the annex. This includes the unsightly area 

between the annex and the entrance road that is currently infested with huge poison ivy vines 
growing up the trees. 

o Clean up the area behind the kitchen where empty flower pots  and weeds have accumulated. 

• Challenge:  Every one of the parish:  Everyone should be involved in at least one ministry. 
 

Review/Approval of February Minutes:  Minutes approved 
 

Committee Reports: 

New Evangelization:  Nate Garn, Rita Smith, Debbie Gausmann 

• Synod 
Four synod meetings were held, and inputs compiled thanks to a lot of hard work by Debbie, Rita 

and Nate. Rita has collated it all and will present the results to the Council at our May meeting. The 

staff has already implemented some changes recommended by the participants. We will take a 

look at the results presented to see if there is anything we need to look at from the perspective of 

the Parish Council.  Results are available on the parish website (under parish synod) 

Summary:  There were 4 meetings with 100 participants.  Following are the major inputs: 
o People liked having the discussions and would like to have more of them on a regular basis. 
o People agreed that we have a lot of available Faith Formation, but many feel that they are not 

comfortable if called on to defend their faith.  They are not sure that they know enough. 



o People were pleased with the amount of outreach that is being done but would like to see 
more working together with other churches.  We need to work more with the marginalized and 
need to find ways to bring people back into the church. 

o Need to get more people involved in leadership roles 
 
Community: Open 

 

• House Churches:  (Sheila Horan)   

HC Woodlake & HC Coventry  (Sheila Horan):  We continue to offer Reflections on the Word 
(Breaking open the Word) Thursday evenings at 7PM via Zoom. We get about 6-8 people 
each week. We are finishing this year of our monthly house church meetings on Saturday 
May 14. Future meetings are not currently planned. No reports from other house churches. 

• Green Thumb:  (Darrell Cofsky) 
o For report – See Guest speaker 
o Claudia Sowell has registered the parish grounds as a certified wildlife habitat. As the 

information for the certificate states:  Rapid and large-scale changes to our lands and 
waters mean wildlife are losing the habitats they once knew. Every habitat garden is a step 
toward replenishing resources for wildlife such as bees, butterflies, birds, and amphibians—
both locally and along migratory corridors.  By being certified we confirm that our grounds 
provide food, water, cover, places for the animals to raise their young, and that we will 
maintain this area. 

• Prayer Chain (Sheila Horan):   
We have had 474 prayer requests and have 21 prayer chain members.  The website has 
been updated and now includes prayer – how to pray, how to have the parish pray for 
special needs, and prayers that you pray. 

• Parish Growth:  (Debbie Gausmann) 
o Currently concentrating on the "Ramsey +" financial planning course. This was a free gift 

from the Parish to promote financial well-being for parishioners and the community.  
o Course started May 10 and runs for nine consecutive weeks. Jamie McDevitt is facilitating 

along with backups Debbie Gausmann and Jon Waechter.   
o About 18 people turned out for the first meeting. 
o The course may be offered once or twice more during the year. 

• Hospitality Committee (Kathy Stochetti) 
o Soup Suppers:  Overall amazing success this year. Participation was in the vicinity of 65-85 

people each night. Thanks to all the committees/councils who headed up the soup 
roundups. There were anywhere from 12 to 18 soups provided for each night. Special 
thanks to Kathy Stochetti and the Hospitality Committee for the preparation and cleanup, 
and to Denis Howorth for setting up the eating area. Kathy's idea to eat in the area by the 
parking lot door turned out to be a stroke of genius. It is much more welcoming and 
inviting, and logistically a lot easier for preparation and cleanup. End result was a 
significantly higher parishioner turnout than we previously had when we used the Alcove.  

o We would like to move to having parishioners sign up and bring the soups and just use the 
ministries as a back-up. 

o Funeral Receptions: There where two funeral receptions in April in the alcove. A variety of 
food and drinks were provided. Numbers of people were 100 and 50. There was a family 
video provided by the family and set up by Dennis. Thank you, Dennis. 

o We have started organizing the kitchen. We ask if you use the kitchen, please return things 
to their proper place. 



o We have now around 10 people on the Hospitality Committee. Angela Karaktin has agreed 
to be the co-chairman, so that when I am not available things can still run smoothly. 

o Father asked for input as to what to offer for the program that follows the soup suppers.  
Ideas were suggested (some were ones that were successful this year): 

▪ Parish Mission 
▪ Q & A session with Father Bob 
▪ Healing service 
▪ Explain the parts of the mass and/or the Real Prescence 
▪ Apologetics 
▪ Father explained that he prefers not to have the reconciliation service but to 

continue the additional time for personal reconciliation on Saturdays during Lent. 
 

Social  Justice:  Jim Hines: 
Chairman's comments: I participated in the diocese prison ministry zoom call on solitary reform and 
prison opening. Looks like spiritual visits are reopening. Social ministries (Tom Marrah, Jim Hines, and 
Debbie Gausmann) will meet with the diocese's Social ministries director on May 18th to discuss the 
social ministries at St. Kateri.  We are looking forward to the mass on the grass ministry fair. 

 

• PORT:  Nothing happening until August planning starts 

• SKT  Emergency Assistance fund report: The current balance in the SKT-EAP Account is $7,063.95. 
In the month of April, we assisted four (4) families with overdue utility bills. We have our first 
application in process for May. We put a flyer in the bulletin. 

• Haiti Report: We continue to meet our commitment to support the primary and secondary schools 
in St. Michel Parish. We have forwarded $50,000 to St. Michel through Sacred Heart Cathedral, 
Knoxville TN. Forwarding to Sacred Heart saves on transfer fees. Sacred Heart transfers money 
quarterly to Fonkoze Bank, with authorization for monthly withdrawals. 

Monthly transfers to St. Michel:     
Parish Support (Sacred Heart funding only) -  $3, 475  
Ecole St. Michel (primary school) -                 $6, 461 
College St. Michel (secondary school) -   $3, 500 

• Kairos: The Kairos team has been meeting monthly in anticipation of being able to go back into the 
prison.  The prison will be releasing about 4500 prisoners (more than normal due to keeping 
everyone in during Covid).  The prison indicates that there are programs in place to help 
mainstream those released.  Jim Hines will look into what is being done. 

• Ecology Report:  Since the last report 22 emails were sent to the Ministry group.  As usual some 
were webinars on climate change related issues,  such as sea level rise. Multiple emails  were sent 
on social impacts of climate change as well as news articles detailing increase in wildfires, rise in 
temperature and CO2 levels and increase in severity of droughts. If anyone is interested in any 
topic, I will be happy to provide articles and further discuss some of these topics. 

 
Formation:  Debbie Gausmann 

• Adult Formation – Continuing through first week of June, studying the Creed.  This is intense but a 
good learning experience.  The next offering will be in the fall and the study will be on Acts of the 
Apostles  We have had 18 or more attending each week.  Debbie does a great job keeping the class 
moving. 

• That Man Is You (TMIY):  Had their last meeting at Dave Stallard’s cabin to end this year’s program.  
They had about 15 people.  There will be a THAT MAN IS YOU” Retreat on May 20, from 7- 9 pm 
and May 21 from 7:30 am - 4 pm.  Theme is “You Are Not Alone” and will be at the St. Clare of 



Assisi Re-treat Center at 620 Buckroe Rd, Hampton.  The TMIY summer program will start next 
week, May 21.  The Fall program will start up again September 17. 

• Children’s Ministry  
o Classes are over for this academic year.  Need to work on having more children attend. 
o Angela Haggard (who has been running the children’s ministry) will resign this August and 

will be working full time as a teacher.  She will remain in the parish but will not be able to 
continue on in her current position.  She has done a wonderful job.  

• RCIA:  Will Continue through the summer 

• Sacramental Prep:  We had 15 children receive First Communion 

• Vacation Bible School:  We will have Vacation Bible School the last week of July this year. 

• Youth:  Larry Kervella 
o Classes are over for the middle and high school students.  They had good attendance. 
o The Youth have been studying Social Justice as their focus for two years.  Their final project 

was to help make the Saints Garden by the annex.  A picture of the youth working is on 
Facebook. 

o Will start working on the retreat this fall 
o Variety Show and Dinner are Coming up May 22 
o We will have youth attending the Catholic Heart Work Camp this summer 

 
Knights of Columbus:  Dave Stallard 

The Knights continue to increase in numbers (2 more will join this month).  
 
Administration:  Lori Yankoski 

• Facilities 
o The down payment was made for the security system when the company determined that 

we were too big and had to be re-classified up to corporate level which would cost much 
more, so we are again looking for another vendor to meet our needs. 

o New Building in area and impact on St. Kateri 
▪ New housing and a retirement center are currently being built in the area across 

from Walmart on Victory Blvd.  We could get an influx of people from this area. 
▪ A developer is planning 43 new homes in the area behind the church.  The developer 

will be building on all the property available except for a small area next to the 
parish property.  Five acres of land owned by the developer are on our side of the 
powerlines and border our property.  We should ask the contractor what the plans 
are for those five acres.  We may need a fence.  There will also be a pumping station 
across the power lines from our property.   
 

Worship:  David Stallard 

• The guidelines for the Holy Week services were discussed.  The Mass coordinators will refine the 
guidelines and David Stallard will set up the Holy Week binder.  

• For Palm Sunday, the decision was made to have the palms blessed at the Altar after 
announcements. 

• The Environment Committee was  commended and thanked for a superb job done. 

• Pentecost Sunday, June 5th 
o Masses for the weekend will be Saturday at 5:30 and Sunday at 10 AM. (No 8:30 or 11) 
o Readings will be in Polish(Jarek), Korean( Angela Karaktin), Spanish(FR Bob). 
o Four Eucharistic Minister positions, FR Bob, Deacon Phil, plus 2 EMs. 
o Tom Goodman and Angela Haggard will set up sound system and music. 



o Nate Garn is responsible for food stuffs and games.  NO PICNIC. 
o Jim Hines will set up the fence around the pond.  The fence will not surround the pond but 

keep volleyballs from landing in the retention pond.  Eliminating a safety problem. 
o Debbie will coordinate the procedures for the ministry fair. 
o The Knights will set up the four tents, canopies, chairs, benches, risers for the altar and the 

altar starting Saturday morning at 9 AM. Knights will also take everything down. 

• Saint Kateri Day will be July 14th.  Mass at 7 PM. The statue of St Kateri will be placed at the side of 
the altar riser.  There will be a reception afterward. 

• There will be no Baccalaureate this year. 

• Next meeting of the Liturgy Committee is June 1st. 
 
On Going Business:  

• Parish Council Elections:   
o Rick contacted those we voted on and hoped would run for election. Gigi put together a 

nominating form that was sent out to the Parish community through Flock Notes asking for 
volunteers to run for the election.  No one volunteered through this avenue.   

o We have five people running for parish council.  Their biographic information is on the bulletin 
board in the entranceway of the church (near the main office).  Those running are  Kristen Ball, 
Dennis Kennedy, Jamie McDevitt, Vince Montanaro, and Vince Richard. 

o Parish Council election will be held June 11 and 12 at the end of mass.  You must be present to 
vote. 

• Mass in the Grass/Ministry Fair on Pentecost:  NO Picnic, but we will have a ministry fair after the 
mass so people can check out the various ministries we have at St. Kateri.  Tom Goodman will 
arrange the sound system to provide music during this time. 
 

Pastors Remarks:  Commented throughout meeting. 
 
Action Items 

• Kathy Stocchetti:  Prepare the faith formation for Chapter 5 and opening and closing prayers. 

• ALL: Prep for the meeting by reading chapter 5 of Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic 

• Jim Hines:  Research what help will be given for the released prisoners 

• Rita Smith, Nate Garn, Mary Egan:  Prepare response to the parish to indicate how we are 
responding to their input from the synod, what changes we have made or are making.  May look to 
see what is available to the parish on apologetics. 
 

Opening prayer at next meeting:  Kathy Stocchetti 
Next PPC meeting:  June 8, 2022; 7PM 
Closing Prayer – Rick Gausmann 
Adjourn 
 
 


