
Minutes of St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

June 8, 2022  7PM 
Church Alcove  

 
Members: 

ExOfficio Member: 
Father Bob Spencer 

Parish Council Representatives: 
Rick Sowell, Kathy Stocchetti, Mary Egan, Rick Gausmann, Gigi Nieman, Rita Smith;  Young Adult 
Rep (Open) 

Committee Members: 
Debbie Gausmann: Formation; Larry Kervella:  Youth Ministry; Jim Hines: Social Justice;  
Community and New Evangelization Open 

Guest:  Tom Marrah 
Absent Members:  

Nate Garn, Darlene Heinz, excused 
Jose Ortiz 
Lori Yankoski:  Administration; Denis Howorth: Facilities, David Stallard: Worship/Knights; excused 
Deacon Phil 

 
Call to Order 
Opening Prayer:  Kathy Stocchetti 
Faith Formation:  Read Chapter Five of Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic by Matthew Kelly 

Kathy Stocchetti will lead. The topic for this chapter is:  Evangelization – Changing the world. Kathy 
opened with questions that focused on concepts in the chapter and led discussion. Some of the main 
concepts/inputs were: 

• God wants us to what?:  Be the best version of ourselves; to have virtue and self-control; to 
know God and know our faith; to be Happy going to worship 

• Jesus asks us to:  Love God and our neighbor; to Win – to be with God; continuously learn; 
To Go Forth to bring God to others. 

• How will we build our spirituality:  through adult faith formation; bible study; prayer 

• How do we (people) evangelize? Modeling our lives/Living our life; be empathetic; giving 
help to those in need; Wear clothing with a message; pray; Hard to evangelize to one’s own 
family. 

• Evangelization is to the church as breathing is to a person 
 

Review/Approval of May Minutes:  Minutes approved 
 

Committee Reports: 

New Evangelization:  Nate Garn – No report 
 
Community: Open 

• House Churches:  (Sheila Horan)   

o HC Woodlake & HC Coventry – Sheila Horan 
We are studying St. Joseph (3-part study) which will end in July. This house church 
will need a new leader if they are to continue in the fall. 

o HC leadership – we will decide if the house church web page is needed and if not, 
will remove it from the parish website. 



• Green Thumb: (Darrell Cofsky) 
We completed the left side of the sidewalk, and the right side was updated with perennials 
too. The sprinkling project is on hold as I still have to price out all of the equipment. Gained 
5 recruits from the Ministry Fair. 

• Prayer Chain: Ready to recruit more people for the prayer chain on Pentecost Sunday at the 
ministry fair. Gained 3 recruits from the Ministry Fair 

• Hospitality Committee (Kathy Stochetti) 
Kathy is doing a great job getting this committee together.  They will provide the food 
following the St. Kateri feast day on July 14 after the 7PM mass. Gained 8 recruits from the 
Ministry fair. 

 
Social  Justice:  Jim Hines: 

Debbie Gausmann, Tom Marrah, and I met with the Diocesan Social minister on May 18. She 
was impressed with our social ministry efforts. 

 

• PORT: 
No activity for PORT other than planning for the ministry fair. Gained 1 new member from 
the Ministry Fair. 

• Emergency Assistance Program: 
The EAP Account has $7,218.95 in it. Tom Marrah is continuing his research with other 
organizations who might be able to help us put together guidelines to better respond to 
those who are undocumented and ask for assistance. 

• Haiti: 
Haiti had 3 new members sign up from the Ministry Fair. 

• Ecology:  (Pete Egan) 
Since the last report four emails were sent to the ministry group. The major item was a 
reference to the May 16 Catholic Virginian which ran a full-page article about Immaculate 
Conception Parish in Hampton. The article described the many activities and projects the 
parish was doing, many of  them very doable. I  requested feedback and received some 
suggestions that we could do at St Kateri.  Gained one new member from the Ministry Fair. 

• Kairos/Prison Ministry: 

We will resume monthly reunions at Sussex II in July and our semiannual four-day training 

programs in Oct. Virginia state prisons normally release 1000 prisoners per month. Over the 

next three months, an additional 1500 per month will be released. No additional 

transitional services will be made. 

• Action Item Response:  Jim Hines:  Research what help will be given for the released 
prisoners 
It’s a concern for Attorney General Jason Miyares, who voted against the changes while 

serving in the General Assembly. Republicans tried and failed to reverse the reform this 

year after taking back statewide offices and the House of Delegates last election season. 

“The only thing this is going to create is more victims,” Miyares said in an interview on 

Tuesday. “We’re going to see a news report of an innocent Virginian who lost their life or 

was the victim of a horrific assault that should’ve been behind bars and this bill is putting 

them back on the streets.”  Miyares said law enforcement will also need more resources to 

deal with “the revolving door.”  VADOC is meeting with community partners and state 

agencies to help secure healthcare, housing, employment and other services for these 



individuals to prevent them from reoffending. Aid is there but will be overwhelmed with 

the release of so many. 

 
Formation:  Debbie Gausmann 

Religious education is over for the students. It culminated in the variety show and dinner in 
May. Ticket sales were down, but everyone had a great time. Pictures are posted on the St. 
Kateri Facebook site. The kids were wonderful! 
That Man is You and the formation table had 5 to 6 new members sign up from the Ministry 
Fair. 

 
Knights of Columbus:  Dave Stallard 

The Knights had election of officers for the coming year. The installation of the officers will be 
June 25. Knights had 3 members sign up from the Ministry Fair. 

 
Administration:  Denis Howorth or Lori Yankoski – No report 
 
Worship:  David Stallard 

Mass on the grass logistics was discussed and set up. 
Father Bob pointed out that they also discussed: 

▪ How to handle panhandlers coming onto church grounds and/or building:  It was 
decided to make up a card with contact information on it so the people in need can get 
the help that they need. 

▪ Instruct parishioners NOT to give any cash. Many who just want cash are scamming. If 
they really need help, we have ways to help them. Ushers will be given cards with 
information on it to provide help to those in need. 

 

On Going Business:  

• Parish Council Elections:  Elections will be held at the end of each mass June 11/12. Ushers will 
pass out ballots at the end of mass and then collect them. The ballots will be counted by Rick 
Gausmann and Mary Egan after the 11 AM mass. 

• Prisoner release Aid:  Jim Hines:  Research what help will be given for the released prisoners – see 
Social Justice Report 

• Synod Response:  Rita Smith, Nate Garn, and Mary Egan prepared responses to the parish to 
indicate how we are responding to their input from the synod. The responses were: 
o Arranged to have the synod results placed on the parish website so all could see the results. 
o The bulletin had a write up indicating actions that were taken. The bulletin write up is below: 

 
SYNOD RESULTS:  Check out the parish’s Synod submission on our website,  
www.stkateri.cc. Look for the Synod tab. Thanks to all who coordinated, participated 
and contributed. Your responses are appreciated by Fr. Bob, Bishop Knestout, and Pope 
Francis. Among parish Synod results being implemented are the return of welcoming 
guests from the Ambo and making available information on Apologetics. We will 
continue to have people of all ages involved in the Mass, provide education to grow in 
our faith and encourage all parishioners to join at least one ministry to put their faith in 
action. 

  



 

• Ministry Fair: 
o The Ministry Fair and Mass on the Grass were successful. Many people contributed to the set-

up and take down of the event. The Liturgy committee did a great job setting up for the mass.  
Many volunteers from our community helped set up tents, benches, and chairs. The Knights did 
a wonderful job providing hot dogs and popcorn - we'll need more water and hot dogs next 
time! People stayed longer than in the past for the ministry fair – and we got people to sign up 
for ministries (see the individual ministries for number of recruits).  

o Ministry booklets and ministry signup handouts were made up and will be distributed on 
Father’s day weekend. 

 

• Parish security/safety and Caring for those in need 
o It was brought up at the council meeting that we have had at least two incidents of people 

coming to get help from the parish. This area periodically has problems with people 
panhandling and asking for cash. In many cases, those asking for cash are scammers and are not 
really in need, and do not want to provide documentation to get aid. This can cause safety 
problems for our staff working alone in the church. We need to set up procedures to ensure 
that those in need get the help they do need without putting our parishioners at risk. 

o Current problem is: 
▪ People not giving documentation of need and who just want cash. This happens during 

mass, or in the parking lot, or they just drop by the church to see what they can get. This 
isn’t safe. 

▪ People in real need have documentation or are willing to work to get the 
documentation they need 

▪ Our EAP ministry can refer people to proper organizations to give help. 
o Short term solutions: 

▪ If people come to mass requesting help – the ushers will give them a card indicating 
phone numbers they can call to get help. 

▪ Do not give out people’s names.  Have them get a card from the ushers. 
▪ Always lock all the doors. Have visitors knock or call the office to be let into the church. 
▪ A door security system will be looked into for immediate use, and we will continue to 

look for a security system for the parish. 
▪ Put up a No Soliciting sign on the parish grounds (in English and Spanish) 
▪ If panhandlers approach you asking for money at church:  Do NOT give them any cash. 

Walk away from them or if you are inside the church, Do not open the door. 
▪ NO Guns in church 
▪ We will try to get those in need the help that they do need, but we need to do so in way 

that does provide them real help and not just a short fix.  
 

• The Parish Council expresses its appreciation and thanks to  Nate Garn, Ricky Sowell and Kathy 
Stocchetti for their hard work, service and dedication to the Pastoral Council.  They have all been 
very active on the council and in our parish.  Thank you! 
  

Pastors Remarks:  Father Bob made remarks on all discussions throughout the meeting. 
 
Action Items 

• Rita Smith:  Prepare the faith formation for Chapter 6 and opening and closing prayers. 

• ALL: Prep for the meeting by reading chapter 6 of Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic 



• Rick Sowell and Jim Hines:  Will take steps to ensure security of the parish. 

• Debbie Gausmann:  Arrange to have a No Solicitation sign purchased.  
 
 
Opening prayer at next meeting:  Rita Smith 
Next PPC meeting:  September 14, 2022; 7PM 
Closing Prayer – Rita Smith 
Adjourn 
 
 


