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Looking Through Stained Glass 

Our Boy is Special!  He’s Going to be…          
The Messiah! 

Last week, we explored how the prophets Isaiah 
and John the Baptist anticipated the Messiah and 
helped the world to prepare for His coming.    
However, there were two special people who 
looked forward to Jesus’ coming in a unique way – 
His Family, Mary and Joseph.  In this column, we 
will explore the readings of Advent to see how 
Mary and Joseph can help us prepare for Jesus’ 
coming. 

Perhaps the best way for us to examine the ways 
that Mary and Joseph look forward to Jesus’              
coming is to look at the Annunciations of Jesus’ 
birth to Mary and Joseph.  In Luke’s Gospel, he   
relays the Annunciation to Mary.  The angel                
Gabriel comes to Mary to tell her how she will            
become the mother of Jesus, and will be known as 
the Mother of God.  “Behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall name 
him Jesus.  He will be great and will be called Son 
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him 
the throne of David his father, and he will rule over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end. […] The holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born 
will be called holy, the Son of God.” [LK 1:31-33, 35]  
When Mary heard the words of the angel, she must 
have been amazed and maybe a little worried, after 
all she was an unmarried virgin.  However, Mary 
trusted in God – not only that He would do what 
He said, but also that He would make it alright. 

In the Annunciation to Joseph, found in Matthew’s 
Gospel, we begin to see how God intends to “make 
it alright.”  An angel comes to visit Joseph in a 
dream to announce the birth of Jesus.  “Joseph, son 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife 
into your home. For it is through the holy Spirit 
that this child has been conceived in her.  She will 
bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins.”  [MT 1:20-
21] Not only does the angel repeat a similar            
message to Joseph, but the angel puts Joseph in 
charge of Mary and her expectant child Jesus.  In 
putting them into Joseph’s charge, God was              
helping to “make it alright.”  Joseph too must have 
been amazed and a little bit worried, but the             
message of the angel came as reassurance that he 
and Mary were doing the right thing.  Joseph   
trusted in God’s message.  Joseph loved Mary and 
he would learn to love the child that they were 
about to welcome. 

So what lessons can we learn from Joseph and 
Mary that will help us this Advent.  We know from 
these Annunciations that God has a plan.  We know 
also that we can trust in that plan, even if it seems 
overwhelming.  There may be some hard times, but 
God is always there with us.  We also can learn that 
God intends for us to journey along His plan            
together with others.  He will always put people in 
our lives that will help us.  Trust in God and His 
plan for your life, and love one another.  These are 
just two of the Advent lessons 
that we can learn from Mary and 
Joseph. 


