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Looking Through Stained Glass 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

In the last two columns, we entered into the season 
of Advent by examining how certain groups of  
people were looking forward to the Messiah to 
come – specifically the prophets Isaiah and John 
(the Baptist), and Jesus’ parents – Mary and Joseph.  
We explored how their expectations might help us 
to anticipate and prepare for Jesus’ coming as well. 

As we enter this fourth and last week of Advent, I 
hope that the anticipation has built to a fever pitch 
for each of us – kind of like getting to that last exit 
on I-4 before Disney World.  Christmas is coming 
and it’s almost here!  In fact, as you read this               
column, it will be just a few days away. 

Throughout Advent we have been preparing for 
three different “comings” of Christ – past, future 
and present.  First of all, we celebrate the                         
Incarnation and Nativity of Jesus – the first coming 
of Jesus more than 2,000 years ago.  We also have 
been preparing for the coming of Jesus in glory at 
the end of time.  Finally, we should also prepare for 
the coming of Jesus into our lives and hearts in a 
new and special way this Christmastime. 

As we consider these three “comings” of Jesus, we 
may look at the last and our celebration of the first 
coming of Jesus with some anxiety.  Many of us 
want Jesus to come to take us home to Heaven – 
just not today!  We may not feel ready for the  
world or even our own lives to be over.  We may 
also look at the coming of the celebration of                 
Christmas with a bit of a sense of panic, as we are 
not ready for Christmas morning.  The gifts are not 
wrapped, the shopping may not even be done, the 
cards haven’t been sent or even written, and the 
house is not decorated.  How can it be Christmas 
already? 

However, we should feel a great sense of joy and 
comfort at all of these comings of Christ, especially 
the present coming of Jesus – the coming of Jesus 
into our hearts and into our lives this Christmas-
time. After all, we know that Jesus is always               
present with us.  Perhaps Paul explains it best in  
his Letter to the Philippians when he writes, 
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again:   
rejoice!  Your kindness should be known to all.  The 
Lord is near.  Have no anxiety at all, but in every-
thing, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
make your requests known to God.  Then the peace 
of God that surpasses all understanding will guard 
your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” [Phil 4:4-7] 

Yes, our anticipation of the coming of Jesus into our 
lives and hearts right now should give us reason  
for great joy, in the same way that the coming of 
Jesus gave the people 2,000 years ago great joy.  
Even our hymns speak to us of joy at the coming of 
Jesus.  One apropos example is the hymn                    
mentioned in the title of this column: O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel.  The refrain of this famous hymn 
has us singing, “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel / Shall 
come to thee, O Israel”.  The word “Emmanuel” 
means “God is with us.”  Whenever God is with us, 
we should rejoice. 

Hopefully what we learn from both the coming of 
Jesus at the first Christmas and the coming of Jesus 
to us this Christmastime is that we can look                   
forward to the coming of Jesus at the end of the 
time with great joy, as well.  

May you and your family have                                                   
a Christmas filled with love,                                    
peace, and great joy.  Rejoice!                                                   
Rejoice!  Emmanuel –                                                               
God is with us! 


