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Looking Through Stained Glass 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit – Part 3: Knowledge 
– I Know, I Know, It’s Off to Work I Go 

So far, we have discussed the Gifts of                  
Wisdom and Understanding.  This week,              
we turn our attention to Knowledge. 

Like Wisdom and Understanding, 
Knowledge flows from and builds on the 
Theological Virtue of Faith.  Although                   
Wisdom, Understanding and Knowledge all 
sound similar, they are definitely different 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  However, they are 
related. 

Wisdom is the desire that God puts in our 
heart to search for Him and to seek Him and 
His Love.  Wisdom is the grace to “seek the 
things above.” [Col. 3:1-2]  Understanding 
then draws us to grasp the meaning of these 
“things” more.  Finally, Knowledge gives us 
the grace to apply to our lives what we have 
learned from Wisdom and Understanding.  
While the common definition of knowledge 
is “the fact or condition of knowing                      
something with familiarity gained through 
experience or association” [Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary, “Knowledge”], the Gift of 
Knowledge is the ability to put proper                 
judgments into action.  It is for this reason 
that Knowledge builds on Wisdom.                    
Wisdom helps us to see through the eyes of 
Faith, and Knowledge helps us to put that 
Faith into practice.  Knowledge helps us to 
use what we see through Faith to follow 
where God leads. 

One illustration of the value of Knowledge 
comes in the examination of whether an act 
can be considered mortal sin.  We may recall 
that “For a sin to be mortal, three conditions 
must together be met: “Mortal sin is sin 
whose object is grave matter and which is  
also committed with full knowledge and             
deliberate consent.’” [CCC, 1857] We will             
examine mortal vs. venial sins in another  
column, but for today, let’s take a deeper 
look at “full knowledge.”  The Catechism              
further explains this condition, “[Mortal sin] 
presupposes knowledge of the sinful                    
character of the act, of its opposition to God's 
law.” [CCC, 1859]  We can see from this                 
application of Knowledge that what is                   
important is Knowledge pertaining to                      
elements of our faith – in this case God’s law.  
Knowledge is important in the application of 
elements of our faith to all of the                     
circumstances of our life, not just the one we 
used above.  We must remember that 
Knowledge is a Gift from the Holy Spirit 
and, therefore, it is His grace that helps us to                   
apply our Faith to all of our lives. 

Next week, we will explore the fourth Gift of 
the Holy Spirit, Counsel. 


