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Looking Through Stained Glass 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit – Part 4: Counsel – 
The Best Counsel Comes from God 

In our first column on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, 

we learned that the Catechism of the Catholic Church 

(CCC) says, “[The Gifts of the Holy Spirit] complete 

and perfect the virtues of those who receive 

them.” [CCC, 1831; cf. Looking Through Stained 

Glass, “Gifts of the Holy Spirit – Part 1: Wisdom – 

Knowledge Speaks, but Wisdom Listens”, June 16, 

2019]  The first three Gifts that we explored –            

Wisdom, Understanding and Knowledge – were all 

related to the Theological Virtue of Faith.  In this 

column, we will examine the Gift of Counsel, 

which is the perfection of the Cardinal Virtue of 

Prudence. 

You may remember from our column on Prudence 

that it is “the virtue that disposes practical reason 

to discern our true good in every circumstance and 

to choose the right means of achieving it; […].   

Prudence is ‘right reason in action,’ writes              

St. Thomas Aquinas.”  [CCC, 1806]  The Gift of 

Counsel perfects this Virtue by making the right 

choice almost through intuition.  We might say that 

Prudence helps us determine the right choice by 

reason; however, Counsel relies on the Holy 

Spirit’s guidance to help us make the choice based 

on God’s Will for us. 

In our column on Wisdom, we stated that all of the 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit spring from Wisdom.  This 

is certainly true of Counsel.  If Wisdom helps us to 

seek God and to draw closer to Him, Counsel helps 

us to choose between right and wrong, based on 

what will draw us closer to God.   

Counsel is also related to Knowledge, but different 

from Knowledge in its particularity.  Knowledge 

helps us to see the path that leads to God, whereas 

Counsel helps us take the next step on that path.            

If we were to expand on the illustration regarding 

mortal sin that we used in our last column on 

Knowledge [cf. Looking Through Stained Glass, 

“Gifts of the Holy Spirit – Part 3: Knowledge –                 

I Know, I Know, It’s Off to Work I Go”, June 30, 

2019], we might say that Knowledge helps us to 

know what our faith teaches about sin and Counsel 

helps us make specific choices that keep us from 

sin. 

At this point in our study of the Gifts of the Holy 

Spirit, we can begin to see that each of the Gifts of 

the Holy Spirit is dependent on the others and that 

they build on one another.  There is a harmony in 

the Gifts of the Holy Spirit as they draw us closer 

to God and His Will for our lives.  

Next week, we will explore the Gift of the Holy 

Spirit most closely related to Counsel, and that is 

the Gift of Fortitude. 


