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Looking Through Stained Glass 

…Hallowed Be Thy Name… 

This week, we continue with our petitions to God.  
We have already asked that He make His home – 
Heaven – among us as we say, “Our Father who 
art in Heaven,” so now we continue by asking that 
His Name also be made holy among us.  We do so 
when use the phrase, “hallowed be Thy Name.” 

According to the Catechism, “The term ‘to hallow’ 
is to be understood here not primarily in its               
causative sense (only God hallows, makes holy), 
but above all in an evaluative sense: to recognize as 
holy, to treat in a holy way, and so, in adoration, 
this invocation is sometimes understood as praise 
and thanksgiving.  But this petition is here taught 
to us by Jesus as an optative: a petition, a desire, 
and an expectation in which God and man are            
involved.” [CCC 2807] 

According to this quote from the Catechism, what 
we are praying for is that God allow us to be part 
of the answer to this prayer.  God has already done 
His part – God’s Name is holy because God          
Himself is holy.  Our part in this prayer is that we 
recognize God’s Name as holy and encourage           
others to do the same.  In order to do this, our 
prayer is also that we treat God’s Name as holy.            
If we, as the people of God, do not treat God’s 
Name as holy, how can we expect others to even 
recognize His Name as holy? 

In our study of the Ten Commandments, when we 
discussed the Second Commandment, “You shall 
not take the Name of the LORD your God in vain,” 
we discussed the holiness of God’s Name and how 
we might neglect that holiness. [cf. Looking Through 

Stained Glass, “A Name Above All Names”,               
Feb. 16, 2020]  However, in the Our Father, we are 
praying that we and all of humanity will recognize 
and treat God’s Name with the respect it is due.   
In other words, we pray in the Our Father not to 
abuse the Second Commandment, asking for God’s 
assistance to guard us against this sin. 

In fact, many times our prayer expresses our  
recognition that the Name of God is holy.  For             
example, we begin most of our prayers by making 
the sign of the Cross and repeating, “In the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy         
Spirit.”  Even our very first Sacrament of Initiation 
centers around the “hallowed” Name of God.  As 
water is poured over the head of the person being 
baptized, the minister of the Sacrament says,          
“I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” just as Jesus             
commanded. [cf. MT 28:19] 

Therefore, from the beginning of our spiritual 
lives, we recognize and are taught the holiness of 
God’s Name.  We spend the rest of our lives,             
practicing to keep it such.  Thus, Jesus included 
this petition in the prayer He gave us:  “O God, 
may Your Name always be holy for me and for all 
humanity” – OR – “hallowed be Thy Name.” 

Next week, we will move to the next petition,  
“Thy Kingdom come.” 


