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Looking Through Stained Glass 

…For Thine Is the Power… 

Some may have thought that we have finished our 
exploration of the Our Father with last week’s            
column.  After all, we examined the “last” line of 
the prayer, “But deliver us from evil.”  However,  
if you have ever prayed the Our Father with some 
of our Protestant brothers and sisters, you may 
have noticed that they automatically include one 
more line:  “For thine is the kingdom and the  
power and the glory, forever and ever.”  You may 
have wondered where that line came from, since it 
is not included in the biblical text. 

Well, we actually alluded to this in our last          
column.  In that column, we mentioned that the 
priest has a short prayer called the embolism that 
he prays after we have completed the Our Father 
during the Mass.  If we repeat that embolism here, 
see if you might automatically begin praying 
something similar to the above “additional” line.  
The embolism that the priest prays is, “Deliver us, 
Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant us 
peace in our days, that by the help of your mercy, 
we may always be free from sin and safe from all 
distress, as we await the blessed hope and the  
coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.” [Roman Missal, 
No. 125]  During the Mass, we would respond to 
the priest’s embolism with the words, “For the 
kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now 
and forever.”  So, where did this “additional” line 
of the Our Father come from?  It is the traditional 
response to the priest’s embolism, and it is called 
the Doxology, which comes from the Greek             
meaning “words of praise.” 

[We are also familiar with other doxologies in our 
prayer; such as the one that is more commonly 

known as the Glory Be.  In that prayer, we pray, 
“Glory be to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be, world without end.  Amen”] 

Why do we pray the Doxology after the Our       
Father?  The Catechism explains it as follows:  “The 
final doxology, ‘For the kingdom, the power and 
the glory are yours, now and forever,’ takes up 
again, by inclusion, the first three petitions to our 
Father: the glorification of his name, the coming of 
his reign, and the power of his saving will.  But 
these prayers are now proclaimed as adoration and 
thanksgiving, as in the liturgy of heaven.  The ruler 
of this world [the devil] has mendaciously [using 
lies] attributed to himself the three titles of       
kingship, power, and glory.  Christ, the Lord,           
restores them to his Father and our Father […].”  
[CCC 2855] 
 
What the Doxology does for us is to remind us that 
in some fashion God has already begun to answer 
our prayer, even before we finish praying.  As         
explained in the quote from the Catechism above, 
we understand that the Doxology tells us that 
God’s kingdom has already begun to come 
(kingdom), that His will is already in process 
(power) and He already reigns in Heaven and on 
Earth (glory).  These realizations give us reason to 
hope and believe that the rest of the petitions of 
this prayer will also be done, as God wills them. 
Thus, we conclude our prayer with a simple, 
“Amen.”  “After the prayer is over you say 
‘Amen,’ which means ‘So be it,’ thus 
ratifying with our ‘Amen’ what is 
contained in the prayer that God has 
taught us.” [CCC 2856]  AMEN! 


