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Looking Through Stained Glass 

There Is Something for Everyone 

Last week, we introduced our current series on the 
ministries of St. Paul of the Cross Parish.  This aim 
of this series is to help you learn more about our 
ministries, so that you might become more                     
involved in your parish.  Over the past few years, 
we have had “ministries fairs” once or twice a year 
to accomplish this same goal.  At those ministries 
fairs, you have a chance to speak with                                  
representatives of the various ministries and find 
out more about them.  These ministries fairs are 
also a great way for the people of the parish to meet 
one another, and have a little fun.  We will have 
ministries fairs again, once we can gather together 
safely. 

In the meantime, we would like to introduce some 
of the ministries to you through this column.  This 
week, let’s take a broad overview of the types of 
ministries we have in our parish.  This will help 
you to begin your search for the right ministry for 
you.  As we say in the title of this column, there  
really is something for everyone.  Last week, we 
said that the ministries can be broken down into 
five categories:  prayer, liturgical ministries, social 
ministries, educational ministries, and outreach 
ministries.  Of course, some of the ministries that 
we will discuss might easily fit into more than one 
of these categories. 

Our Prayer Ministries include Eucharistic                            
Adoration, the Legion of Mary and our Charismatic 
Prayer Group.  We all know that prayer is an               
important part of our spiritual life, as individuals 
and as a community.  Many of these prayer                   
ministries pray for special requests, as well as for 
the intentions of our Holy Father, our Church,            
our Parish and the world. 

 

One form of prayer is the Mass, and our Liturgical 
Ministries assist us in making this prayer the best  
it can be.  Our Liturgical Ministries include our  
Altar Servers, Altar Society, Children’s Liturgy,  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,        
Lectors, Music Ministries, Sacristans, Ushers, and 
Welcome Ministry.  Each of these ministries has a 
special role to play in our daily and weekend  
Masses. 

We could not be a true parish community without 
our Social Ministries.  These are the ministries that 
bring members of the parish together.  Many of 
them have an Outreach component as well.  Our 
Social Ministries include the After Mass Socials 
(such as Coffee & Donuts and Vino on the               
Veranda), Widowed Persons Lunch Bunch,                       
Hospitality Ministry, Yarn & Rose Knitting Club, as 
well as the Knights of Columbus and Columbiettes.  
We also have some ad hoc Social Ministries that 
help us host special events and fundraisers, like  
our 50th Anniversary. 

Our Education Ministries help members of the 
community to understand our faith better.  In              
addition to Religious Education and Bible studies 
for young people, we also have Adult Faith                   
Formation, including Bible and Catholic social            
justice studies.  Plus, our RCIA program helps 
those who are inquiring into the Catholic faith.  

Finally, our Outreach Ministries are those                    
ministries who help us to connect with the larger 
community.  They include such ministries as                  
St. Vincent de Paul, Van Ministry, Sandwich                      
Makers, and ministries where we work with other 
churches (such as Kairos and                                                  
Family Promise). 

Next week, we will “dive deeper”                                                
into these categories. 


