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Looking Through Stained Glass 

Following Jesus, We are Baptized for Ministry 

“[B]eginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
preached, […] God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and power.  He went about doing 
good and healing all those oppressed by the devil,           
for God was with him.” [Acts 10:37b-38] 

As we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, we recognize 
that this Solemnity is not only the end of Jesus’ private 
life (his time in Nazareth with Mary and Joseph), but 
it is also the beginning of His public ministry.  In turn, 
it is also the end of the Christmas season and the           
beginning of Ordinary Time.  In the same way, some 
people have been on a Christmas vacation and it’s 
time to get back to work, or students have been on 
Christmas break and it’s time to go to school.  In each 
of our lives, there are times when we can rest and       
“re-create” and times when we are called into action. 

As the Baptism of the Lord sent Jesus forth into the 
world to begin “doing good,” so this feast should          
encourage us that it is time for us to do some good 
too.  Now, it is understandable that perhaps, while 
some people may not be comfortable with their             
usual contact with others, there are good things that 
all of us can do that contribute to the mission and 
ministry of Jesus. 

Just before Advent began, we had started our                   
exploration of the various ministries of St. Paul of the 
Cross.  It is now time to continue that exploration.  
Even if you are not quite ready to make your way into 
ministry, let’s allow the Baptism of the Lord to inspire 
us to make ourselves ready for ministry (hopefully in 
the near future). 

Before Advent and Christmas, we had a chance to  
explore our Ministries of Prayer and our Ministries of 
Education. [Column dates are found in (parentheses).]  
Our Ministries of Prayer (9/6/20) include the Legion 

of Mary (9/13/20), Adoration (9/20/20), the                      
Vocations Chalice (9/27/20), and the Charismatic 
Prayer Group (10/4/20).  Our Ministries of Education 
(10/11/20) include Story Keepers (10/18/20), Family 
Faith Formation (10/25/20), Bible Studies (11/1/20), 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults [RCIA] 
(11/8/20), and FORMED.org (11/15/20).  Please             
go back to these columns to review these exciting                 
ministries. 

In the weeks to come, we will continue with our            
exploration of our ministries, by focusing on our             
Liturgical Ministries, our Social Ministries, and our 
Outreach Ministries.  Our Liturgical Ministries               
include all of those ministries that assist in making  
the Mass a special, prayerful experience for                 
everyone.  These include our Altar Servers, Altar           
Society, Children’s Liturgy, Extraordinary Ministers 
of Holy Communion, Lectors, Music Ministries,              
Sacristans, Ushers, and Welcome Ministry.  Our             
Social Ministries help us to build up and unite our 
parish.  Some of the ministries that build up our      
parish include After Mass Socials (which include            
Coffee & Donuts and Vino on the Veranda),                   
Widowed Persons Lunch Bunch, Hospitality                 
Ministry, Yarn & Rose Knitting Club, the Knights of 
Columbus and Columbiettes, as well as special event 
committees.  Our Outreach Ministries help us to reach 
out to the larger community, especially those in most 
need, and they include St. Vincent de Paul, Van                  
Ministry, Sandwich Makers, as well as Kairos and 
Family Promise. 

As we begin this New Year, may the Baptism of the 
Lord bring you a renewed desire for “doing good” by 
becoming part of one or more of                                                  
our ministries (or, for those who                                                         
are already involved, perhaps                                                      
exploring one or more                                                                          
new ministries). 


