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Looking Through Stained Glass 

Reaching Out to Those in Need 

While the pandemic has affected people in a number 
of ways, including physically, spiritually, and     
emotionally, the economic effect has hurt many  
families.  St. Paul of the Cross’ response to those in 
need has always been great, but we as a parish really 
shined in our response to those in need during this 
past year.  We should be proud of the fact that we 
never stopped or even slowed in our response to 
those in need during the pandemic.  In fact, we even 
started two new ministries to help during the       
pandemic – Stimulus for Service and High Five for 
Workers.  Both of these new ministries were          
intended to aid those most affected by the            
shutdowns of the pandemic.  Through them, we  
distributed hundreds of bags of groceries and     
thousands of dollars to those in need. 

As mentioned above, it is the common practice of 
this parish to give of our time, talent and treasure to 
those in need through our Outreach Ministries.  
These ministries include St. Vincent de Paul Society, 
Van Ministry, Sandwich Makers, as well as Kairos 
and Family Promise. 

We will begin our exploration of our Outreach   
Ministries with the largest of the ministries,             
St. Vincent de Paul Society.  As many of you know 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society is a national            
organization that assists those in need.  Our parish 
runs a council of this larger organization. 

The mission of the St. Vincent de Paul Society is “a 
network of friends, inspired by Gospel values,  
growing in holiness and building a more just world 
through personal relationships with and service to 
people in need.” [St. Vincent de Paul Society          
national website] 

Practically, the St. Vincent de Paul Society assists 
those in need to obtain the necessities of life.  What 
this means for the Society is reaching out to those 
who contact our council with needs such as         
electricity, rent, water and other bills.  Sometimes 
this also means assisting these people to find ways 
to live more economically.  Our council has also 
helped people who are homeless to find housing or 
at least temporary lodging. 

At this time, most of the work of the St. Paul of the 
Cross Council of St. Vincent de Paul is conducted 
via telephone, especially because of the pandemic 
restrictions.  Sometimes people will also stop by the 
Parish Office of St. Paul of the Cross looking for   
assistance. 

In addition, our particular St. Vincent de Paul        
Society assists those who cannot afford to feed  
themselves or their families.   We will discuss this 
activity of our council further in our next column,   
as it is completed in conjunction with two other  
ministries of St. Paul of the Cross – the Van Ministry 
and the Sandwich Makers. 

How can you help the St. Paul of the Cross Council 
of the St. Vincent de Paul Society?  Of course, the 
simplest way is by contributing to the resources they 
have to distribute.  If you would like to take a more 
active role, you may contact the President of our 
council, Kate Devine, by calling or emailing the    
Parish Office. 


