
Haiti Trip – November 10-16, 2016 
 
Thursday, November 10 – We arrived in Port-au-Prince at about noon.  
It took less than an hour to get out of the airport.  After leaving the 
airport, we stopped at the Matthew 25 House and went across the 
street to visit the SOIL office and learn about their composting toilet 
system and it’s applicability for use at Coq Chante.  We learned that 
their system is not yet self-sustaining and requires too much technical 
expertise to work well in Coq Chante.  We discussed the simpler arbor-
loo composting toilet and thought it may be more workable and 
economically feasible for Coq Chante.  After about an hour and an half 
with SOIL, we left Port-au-Prince for Coq Chante.  We arrived in Coq 
Chante at about 6pm. 
 
Friday, November 11 – After breakfast, we visited the medical clinic 
and talked to the staff there.  They said the operation of the clinic is 
going well and that they always have a sufficient supply of medicines 
for the patients.  We dropped off about 350 midwife birthing kits from 
Zonta for distribution to the area midwives. Afterwards, we left to visit 
the chapels of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
and St. Joseph.  At the chapels, we distributed Our Lady of Guadalupe 
prayer cards and told the story of Our Lady of Guadalupe to the 
people there.  The school at St. Joseph was in session. The roof at St. 
Joseph has approximately half of its roof damaged or blown off by 
Hurricane Matthew.  We then returned to the rectory.  We went to 
the parish school by the church to look at the community latrine which 
is under construction.  It has 15 stalls and will be used by students at 
the school and also by people when coming to attend mass and other 
parish functions.  We also looked at a nearby house behind the church 
which lost most of its roof during the hurricane.  On the way back to 
rectory, we looked at the parish chicken coop building which lost part 
of its roof during the hurricane.  Currently, there are no chickens in the 
chicken coop.  The last thing we did on Friday was meet with Baba and 
some young people belonging to the Youth Peace Program.  They 
talked about wanting to start some sort of self-sustaining project that 
would help them raise money for their various programs.  We gave 
Baba four soccer balls for the Peace Program. 
 
Saturday, November 12 – Most of Saturday morning we hiked the 
area around the rectory visiting people at their homes.  Other than the 
one house behind the school, we did not see any houses damaged by 
the hurricane.  We told were told that there were houses in other 
parts of the parish that were damaged by the hurricane.  Many people 
told us that they lost some animals during the hurricane, mostly goats.  
We did see several large trees that were blown over by the hurricane.  
Most of the fields we saw had crops growing in them and seem to be 
recovering from the effects of the hurricane.  Saturday afternoon we 
went to Jacmel and visited several sites within the city and had lunch 
there.  On the way back from Jacmel, we stopped at another chapel, 
St. Francis. 
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Sunday, November 13 – We went to 9:00am mass.  There were 
people from most of the chapels there.  The church was very full.  
Mass went for about 2 hours.  After mass, we passed out Our Lady of 
Guadalupe prayer cards to the people in the church and told the story 
about her.  After mass, we met with Fr. Laguerre, the pastor, for about 
one and an half hours discussing the various projects at the parish. The 
projects are all going well.  We talked about the tuition assistance, 
livestock and latrine programs.  Fr. Laguerre said that on March 12 
there will be a celebration of the 25 year anniversary of St. Michael 
the Archangel Parish.  He said the bishop and others will be there for 
the celebration.  He invited us to come to come for the celebration.  
After lunch, we headed back to Port-au-Prince arriving there at about 
5pm. 
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Monday & Tuesday, November 14&15 – We spent time on these two 
days doing the following in Port-au-Prince: 

 We visited several of the Haitian Stations of the Cross sites 
that were significant in Haiti’s struggle for democracy 

 We visited a college where a student from Coq Chante is 
attending 

 Drove up the mountains overlooking the city 

 Visited Hotel Montana and its memorial to the victims of the 
2010 earthquake 

 Visited Missionaries of Charity’s home for children and spent 
some time with the children there and prayed in the chapel 

 Visited Haiti’s National Museum of History 

 Stopped at the Parish Twinning Program’s Matthew 25 Guest 
House 

 
Wednesday, November 16 – We flew back home, arriving in Buffalo at 
about midnight. 
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Unpacking the midwife kits at the medical clinic 
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Hotel Montana Memorial to earthquake victims  

 
At college in Port-au-Prince 
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