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Fortified by the Eucharist, we live and share the truth in charity and gratitude.
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Saint Alphonsus Liguori

Join our Faith Community
Welcome to St. Alphonsus Liguori Catholic Church! We invite you to join our
faith community, both at Mass and in fellowship. Visit the parish office,
8:00 am - 4:00 pm, or register online: ZionsvilleCatholic.com/Register.

Welcome

Clergy Corner
Faith and Culture!

In every mission land, the Gospel
message is to take root in its natural
culture, transforming it within, without
necessarily replacing it, so that the
people and their culture are seen as
nothing but profoundly Christian. Faith,
catechesis and evangelization in
general, are called to bring the power of
the Gospel into the very
heart of the culture and
cultural values.

For this reason, catechesis
will seek to know these
cultures and their value
orientations, and their
essential components. It
will learn their most
significant expressions
and respect their values
and riches.

For the Gospel to survive the
vicissitudes of history, certain things
must be emphasized in the encounter
between faith and culture: 1) That the
power of the Gospel everywhere
transforms and regenerates cultural
values and its riches; 2) That when the
power of the Gospel enters a culture, it
is not surprising that it rectifies many of

its elements. There would be no
catechesis if it were the Gospel that
had to change when it encountered
cultures. To forget this will amount to
“emptying the cross of Christ of its
power,” says St. Paul [1 Cor.1:17].

Vatican II gave us the counsel to “read
the signs of the time.” This is not to be
interpreted to mean: “see what is going
on around you and become like that.”
No. The point is not to fall into the

danger of accommodating
those signs, but to read
them in the light of the
Gospel. When we read
culture and its values
through the Gospel lens,
we find good things
[values], but also lots of
bad things.

Nota Bene: The culture is
not the interpretative
lens for the Church. It is
rather Christ and His

Gospel values and principles and
everything must be read through Him as
the objective truth. The problem that
produces benign Catholicism is
attempting to read Christ from a
standpoint outside of Himself.

Truth [Jn.14:6], is beyond culture,
politics, scientism and any personal
ideology.

St. John of the Cross
(c1542 - 1591)

Feast Day: December 14

How beautiful the experience of love for
God and neighbor, a fire deep within! How
disheartening when love suddenly cools;
and our souls grow dark, our prayer arid.
How painful when misunderstanding, even
rejection, comes our way, sometimes from
those we least expect.
For all such “seasons of the soul,” an
inspiring fellow-pilgrim is the poet and
mystic, John of the Cross.
As a young Carmelite, John was recruited
by Teresa of Avila for her Discalced
(“barefoot,” evangelical poverty) Carmelite
reform, striving to renew the Church from
within after the Protestant Reformation
had led countless religious away.
John suffered unspeakably harsh abuse,
even imprisonment, from friars who
rejected this reform. Yet during these
times of deepest suffering, John composed
spiritual masterpieces that still guide souls
to God, their titles reflecting his own
painful yet ultimately victorious journey:
from The Dark Night of the Soul, through
The Ascent of Mount Carmel, to his
Spiritual Canticle and The Living Flame of
Love.
John summarized his spirituality simply:
“Put love where there is no love, and you
will find love.”

—Peter Scagnelli

Fr. Matthew Kalu
Associate Pastor
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Prayer &Worship

Remember in your
Prayers

The Sick
Jim Rea, DarleneWehr, Tina Nell,
Tony Kaufmann, ShawnMartin,
Shelby Summers, Laura Schafer,
Trish Henninger, Janice Browning,
William andDanielWysocki,
CarolineMarkham, Robert Steele,
Elliott Kashman,Mary Ann VanNote,
Chris Hasselburg, Chuck Elliott, and all
the ill of our parish and community.

Our Deceased
Please pray for all the poor souls in
purgatory.

Parishioners Discerning
Religious Vocation
Sam Bhatt
Noah (Br. Cyprian Mary) Boehm

Active Military
CH MAJ Raymond Akeriwe, USA;
Major Willis Brown, USAF; LTC Jason
Doffin, USA; Sam Ferguson, USN;
CPT Paul Gahwiler, USA; MAJ Nicholas
Gibson, USMC; LT David Hamlin, USN;
CH Maj Joshua Janko, IN ANG;
PVT David Jelic, USA; Capt. Brent
Lasher, USAF; Josh Moody, US
National Guard; Lt. Col. Matthew
Read, USAF; CPO Blake Reel, USN;
WO3 Zachary J. Stillions, USA; 2ndLt
Madison Whitlock, USMC...and the
families of all soldiers who are
deployed.

Names of the sick
remain in the
bulletin for eight
weeks. At that
time, you may call
the office to
resubmit a
request.
317.873.2885 or
email bulletin@zionsvillecatholic.com.

MASS INTENTIONS
Sun. 12/14 8:00 AM (incense) + Jim Weaver Weaver
Sun. 12/14 10:30 AM + Terry Spartz Lupinski
Sun. 12/14 5:00 PM The People of St. Alphonsus
Mon. 12/15 9:00 AM + George and Ruth McMullen Pata
Tue. 12/16 9:00 AM + 1st. Ann. of Death: Inna Ayos Parish

Tue. 12/16 10:00 AM @
Glasswater Creek + Bob Wahlstrom Anonymous

Wed. 12/17 6:00 PM + Conner Gelwicks Reid
Thur. 12/18 9:00 AM + Julia Devlin Moss
Fri. 12/19 9:00 AM + Jeanne Hamernik Hamernik
Sat. 12/20 9:00 AM + Jeff Goben Voland
Sat. 12/20 4:30 PM + Linda Ban Ban
Sun. 12/21 8:00 AM The People of St. Alphonsus
Sun. 12/21 10:30 AM (incense) + Cheri Towns Towns
Sun. 12/21 5:00 PM SP The Brese Family Harreld
+: Repose of the Soul | SP: Special Intentions

Scripture Readings
For the Week of December 14, 2025

Sunday Third Sunday of Advent
Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11

Monday Num 24: 2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab; 6 and 7bc, 8-9; Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23; Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday Gen 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8,17; Mt 1:1-17
Thursday Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25
Friday Jdg 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25
Saturday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38
Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent

Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Rm 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24

CONFESSION
TIMES
Wednesday: 6:30 pm
Saturday: 9:30 am & 3:15 pm
By Appointment

ADORATION CHAPEL HOURS
Monday - Thursday: 6:00 am - 10:00 pm
Reg. Friday Hours: 6:00 am - 8:00 pm
Saturday: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am - 10:30 am, 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Prayer to St. Josephine Bakhita
St. Bakhita, assist all those who are trapped in a state of slavery; Intercede with
God on their behalf so that they will be released from their chains of captivity.
Those whom man enslaves, let God set free.” -USCCB

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Prayer &Worship

Children’s Liturgy of
theWord (CLOW)
Pre-K—2nd Grade
December 14, during 10:30 am Mass

We welcome and encourage children
to learn and participate with their
families during Mass.
CLOW is geared towards children
ages 4 through 2nd grade and meets
regularly during 10:30 AMMass from
September through May. It offers an
age-appropriate Liturgy of the
Word, and is led by adult
volunteers.
If you can help—even just once in a
while—by assisting with supervision,
guiding little ones to participate, and
keeping things running smoothly,
please scan the QR code to sign up
or visit
bit.ly/3WCXLWj.
Your presence makes a
difference!

“Make straight the Way of the Lord.” - John 1:23

Advent Penance Service
Monday, December 15

7:00 PM

Priests will remain until all
confessions are heard.
Please arrive early.

TheMemorare
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary,

that never was it known
that anyone who fled to thy protection,

implored thy help,
or sought thy intercession,

was left unaided.
Inspired by this confidence

I fly unto thee,
O Virgin of virgins, my Mother.

To thee do I come,
before thee I stand,
sinful and sorrowful.

O Mother of the Word Incarnate,
despise not my petitions,

but in thy mercy hear and answer me.
Amen.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Stewardship Reflection
Good news, Christian stewards — we are
gaining ground on our Advent mountain climb
and it is time to take a moment to rejoice in
the Good News that our Savior will come again
in triumph one day. Today’s readings on this
Gaudete (“Rejoice”) Sunday are filled with
reminders of God’s final victory over suffering
and injustice, and encouragement to remain
steadfast in our mission to live as faith-filled
disciples.

Such a day almost seems too good to be true, especially when we look
around at the dire circumstances we face in our world at present. But by
faith, we know this day is coming. Lest we grow weary as we await the
glorious day of Christ’s return, St. James, in our second reading, offers wise
counsel. “Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord.”
“Make your hearts firm… Do not complain, brothers and sisters, about one
another, that you may not be judged.”
This is excellent advice for us Christian stewards as we face the challenges
of everyday life in our broken world, especially in the hectic days that
precede Christmas when stress can make us and those around us less than
our best selves. St. James reminds us that we can choose our response to
both the great strains and the minor annoyances of life. In other words, we
can be good stewards of our attitude, “making our hearts firm” by practicing
patience with others and refusing to give in to the temptation to complain.
We can choose to see and rejoice in God’s presence with us, no matter the
circumstances surrounding us.

- Catholic Stewardship.com

Stewardship & Engagement

November 30
Collection Report
Budget per Week - 2025 $32,966.92
Offertory Collection $26,596.89
Weekly Surplus/(Shortfall) ($6,370.03)
Pew Count 1,705
2nd Collection: N/A

Give quickly and securely
online:
zionsvillecatholic.com/
giving

In the Quiet:
On Retreat with Fr. David Huemmer

Fresh from hours of silence,
Annie and Christina talk with
Fr. Huemmer about discerning
God’s voice, the beauty of
Ignatian spirituality, and how
retreats shape a deeper life of
prayer. He reflects on his
vocation story, the movements
of the heart, and why moments
of stillness can lead us closer
to Christ.

Scan the QR code to listen or visit bit.ly/3MpGaix.

In Appreciation...
Thank you to Laurel Tobin for her beautiful
work decorating our worship space over
these last several years. Her expertise,
creativity, and eye for beauty have helped
make our church a truly prayerful and
welcoming place to worship.

We’re Seeking Help

SHARE YOUR GIFT FOR BEAUTY

If you have an eye for beauty and a heart for
creating prayerful spaces, we would love to
have you join ourWorship Environment
Team. They plan and design the church and
narthex décor throughout the liturgical
year—helping our parish enter more deeply
into each season.

HELP OUR CHURCH SHINE BRIGHT

We’re looking for volunteers to join our
Polish & Shine Ministry, which helps keep
our worship space looking warm, welcoming,
and cared for. In addition, we need helping
hands to assist with the laundering of altar
server albs and other items used at Mass.
These simple acts of service make a beautiful
difference for the entire parish community.
If you’d like to learn more, please reach out!
Contact Christina Steele:
csteele@zionsvillecatholic.com or
317.873.2885 x14205

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Upcoming Events & Programs

Parish Calendar

December
14 Coffee & Donuts after Morning Masses
14 Becoming Catholic (OCIA) @8:30 am
14 Religious Education @9:30 am & 4 pm
14 Children’s Liturgy of the Word @10:30 Mass
14 High School Advent Retreat @12 pm
14 Middle and High Sch. Youth Ministry @6 pm
15 Religious Education @5 pm & 6 pm
15 Monday Evening Bible Study @6 pm
15 Advent Penance Service @7 pm
15 Parish Council Meeting @7 pm
16 That Man is You! @6 am
17 SANCTUS Young Adults Fellowship @6 pm
17 Adult Choir Practice @7 pm
17 Flame of Love @7 pm
18 St. Monica Ministry @6:30 pm
21 Children’s Choir Rehearsal @1 pm
22 Haiti Ministry Meeting @7 pm
31 SANCTUS Young Adults Fellowship @6 pm

All parishioners are invited to participate in a special family night with the Indiana
Pacers at Lucas Oil Stadium!

Tickets: Scan the QR above or visit bit.ly/SALPacers2026.
Contact Andrea Simpson:middleschool@zionsvillecatholic.com or

317.873.2885 x14222.

Coffee and Donuts
DEC. 14, 2025 | PARISH HALL

Join us for donuts, coffee, and
fellowship following the 8:00 am
and 10:30 amMasses. It’s a simple
way to connect with fellow
parishioners and enjoy a sweet
start to your Sunday!

If you’d like to help
host a Coffee and
Donuts event, sign
up by scanning the
QR code or visit:
signupgenius.com/go/SALDonuts.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish News & Announcements

PARKING INFORMATION FOR CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES
Help UsWith Christmas Eve Parking & Receive Reserved Seats!

We need volunteers for the SAL Parking Team at the 4:00 pm and 6:30 pm Christmas Eve Masses.
Sign up and receive up to six reserved seats for the Mass you serve: sugeni.us/eSum.

PARKING LOCATIONS
* Sports Field Lot — across 950 E from the parish campus
* Horse Barn Lot — directly north of the church building

New banners will clearly identify both lots.

HORSE BARN LOT DETAILS:
*Parking on both sides of the gravel drive

*All vehicles park facing west
*Estimated capacity: 75–100 vehicles

*A walkway now connects the horse barn lot to the main parking lot.

WEATHER CONSIDERATIONS
*In heavy rain or snow, the horse barn lot may become inaccessible.

*Expect to get wet if conditions are poor.
*The Parking Team will direct traffic, as needed.

PARKING INSTRUCTIONS
*Please follow all guidance from Parking Teammembers and officers.

*Volunteers will wear fluorescent vests and be strategically positioned for efficiency.
Your patience and gratitude are appreciated!

Special Parking Notes
*The lot behind Parish Hall/at the front of the All Souls Center is reserved for handicap parking only.

*The entrance on 950 E (between Parish Office and Weitzel Hall) will be closed to traffic and used only for parking, as directed.
*No parking on the north (back) side of the church for safety reasons.

*No curbside parking unless instructed by the Parking Team.

SAFETY REMINDER
We must maintain a clear access route for emergency vehicles throughout all Masses.
Improperly parked vehicles could delay emergency response and endanger others.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish News & Announcements

YouthMinistry News
The final meetings in 2025 for all youth ministry - Elementary, Middle, and
High School - will be December 14/15. Religious Education, Rooted, Edge,
and Life Teen will resume on Sunday, January 11, 2026.

Join the Snow Patrol
Our Snow Patrol works hard to keep our parish campus safe and welcoming
all winter long. From shoveling snow to salting and clearing walkways,
these volunteers make sure our community can navigate the campus safely.
Want to help?
Scan the QR code or sign up at signupgenius.com/go/
snowpatrol.
Contact Tom Barbrick:
maintenance@zionsvillecatholic.com
317.873.2885 x14501.

OliveWood Sales

We welcome BethlehemWood Carving to
our parish this weekend. Their display in

the narthex will feature a beautiful
selection of olive-wood items crafted by
Christian families in Bethlehem who rely
on the support of parishes like ours.

You’ll find crucifixes, rosaries,
ornaments, figurines, and other

meaningful devotionals.
Please come prepared to shop after Mass.

November Baptisms

Please welcome the following newly
baptized Catholics into our parish family!

BLAIRE MARIE SMITH
daughter of Taylor & Shelby Smith

ELIZABETH ONOLE BURKHART
daughter of Matthew & Sarah Burkhart

NELLIE ROSE KENDALL
daughter of Nicholas & Morgan Kendall

WILLIAM LEE CLARK
son of Justin & Isabella Clark

A Note from the SHE Team
We want to thank all the ladies who came to She
Shall Be Called Woman this fall! Sharing your
presence, your unique facets of the feminine genius,
and your vulnerability helped make our Tuesday
evenings beautiful and genuine. We want to
especially thank the SHE Core Team - Tish Cronin,
Barbara Morand, Anne Bohm, Dawn Holifield,

Emily Mason, Rachel Christianson, and Kate Shay - for all of their hard work
behind the scenes and months of discernment and preparation. This program
wouldn’t happen without them!
We would love for YOU to join us next semester, starting in January!
On Tuesday evenings from 7-9 pm, we will dive into the next season of SHE -
The Ten Virtues of Mary.
If you have to miss a week, don’t worry! Each video stands alone. You can
always catch up at home. SHE is more than just videos - it's about
remembering we are not alone, and that we are called to support and be
supported by other women of God. Come draw closer to Him and to your
sisters in Christ!
Learn more about SHE on our website by scanning the QR
code or visiting: zionsvillecatholic.com/she.
Reach out to the SHE team at she@zionsvillecatholic.com.

"She has been such a bright spot in my week! I have definitely grown in my
faith and I feel more a part of our faith community at St. Al’s. I’ve also met
wonderful ladies - new friends! It has been so informative and encouraging.
And I’ve felt very welcomed. The combo of the fellowship with my table plus
the excellent video/program has far exceeded my expectations. Thank you!"

- S.S.
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Other Catholic Offerings

Part Time Pre-K Teacher

St. Ambrose Academymeets on the
SAL capus, and they are in need of a
Pre-K teacher. They meet Mondays
and Wednesdays, 9:30 am - 2:45 pm.
Please send inquiries to:
infosaaindy@gmail.com.

Catholic Business
Exchange Breakfast

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19
NORTHSIDE EVENTS AND SOCIAL CLUB
MASS: 7 AM
PROGRAM/NETWORKING: 7:30 - 9 AM

Guest Speaker: Jeff Worrell

Jeff is a visionary behind Project
Civility, a national movement rooted in
the belief that respect and empathy
are not just ideals, but actionable tools
for rebuilding trust and unity in our
communities. He launched Project
Civility to address the growing divide in
public discourse and to champion
civility as a transformative force for
change. Under Jeff's guidance, it has
grown from a local initiative into a
national platform, culminating in the
inaugural Project Civility National
Summit in Carmel.
A longtime Carmel City Councilor and
community advocate, Jeff brings
decades of experience in public
service, strategic engagement, and
grassroots organizing. He works to
inspire local and national partners to
embrace civility not as a weakness, but
as a strength - one that fosters
authentic dialogue, bridges divides,
and empowers communities to move
forward together.
Register at: bit.ly/42vNT3P or scan the
QR code.

Living Faith Pilgrimages

APRIL 25—MAY 3, 2026

This 9-day journey will take you through Ireland’s stunning landscapes and rich
heritage, shaped by its Celtic saints and a history rooted in faith and spirituality.
Saints Brigid, Columban, Columba of Iona, Kieran, and Patrick will guide your
journey as you explore the land, reflect on Scripture, and celebrate daily
Eucharist. Along the way, meet local Catholic communities and share in their
vibrant faith.

Register by January 23, 2026.

Information & Registration:
visit bit.ly/3JcSsK2 or scan the QR code.

Contact: 844.411.1121

All are Called to Holiness
Iē ęčĊ ċĔĔęĘęĊĕĘ Ĕċ ęčĊ IėĎĘč ĘĆĎēęĘ
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Clergy
Fr. Travis Stephens, PhD Pastor

frstephens@zionsvillecatholic.com
Fr. Matthew Kalu Associate Pastor

fr.mkalu@dol-in.org
Dcn. Tim Perry Deacon

deacon@zionsvillecatholic.com

Parochial Staff
Denni Badger Project Coordinator

dbadger@zionsvillecatholic.com
Tom Barbrick Mgr. Grounds & Main.

maintenance@zionsvillecatholic.com
Julie Brown Parish Bookkeeper

bookkeeper@zionsvillecatholic.com
Sonya Derocher Dir. Operations

sderocher@zionsvillecatholic.com
Joy Foster Parish Secretary

parishsecretary@zionsvillecatholic.com
Dawn Holifield Ministry Support

ministrysupport@zionsvillecatholic.com
Brenda Knecht

Assoc. Dir. of Engagement/Stewardship
bknecht@zionsvillecatholic.com

Lauren Lawson Dir. Lit. & Sacred Music
llawson@zionsvillecatholic.com

Parochial Staff
Emily Meiner
Assoc. Dir. of Adult/Young Adult Formation

emeiner@zionsvillecatholic.com
Geri Neita Dir. Communications

communications@zionsvillecatholic.com
Kimberly Overmyer Dir. Evangelization

kovermyer@zionsvillecatholic.com
Michael Pelis Facilities Technician

maintenance@zionsvillecatholic.com
Kristi Powers Dir. Youth Ministry

youthministry@zionsvillecatholic.com
Kate Shay Coord. of Marriage Preparation

marriage@zionsvillecatholic.com
Laura Shuler Religious Ed. Coordinator

re@zionsvillecatholic.com
Andrea Simpson Middle Sch. Coordinator

middleschool@zionsvillecatholic.com
Christina Steele

Assoc. Dir. of Adult Evangelization
& Liturgy Coordinator

csteele@zionsvillecatholic.com
Susan Weninger Parish Secretary

parishsecretary@zionsvillecatholic.com

Pastorate Council
Chair: Erik Christianson
Vice-Chair: Kate Swanson
Secretary: Peg Lupinski
Members at-Large:
Rick Dravet · Bryce Geesey · Kevin Jerich
Ivan Medina

Finance Council
Chair:Michelle Marietta
Members-at-Large:
Jennifer Grady · Mike Einterz · Tom Easterday
Kevin Jerich · Michelle Demarco · Eric Schlegel

@ZionsvilleCatholic

1870 W. Oak Street, Zionsville, IN 46077
Office Hours: 8 am—4 pm

(317) 873-2885 | www.zionsvillecatholic.com

Anointing of the Sick
Communal anointings are held in the
spring and autumn. Individual anointings
are available upon request.

Baptism
Baptisms are scheduled upon attending
class and submitting required paperwork.
Registration in the parish is required OR a
letter of permission from the parish in
which you are registered.
zionsvillecatholic.com/baptism

Confirmation
The Sacrament is celebrated with 10th
grade students. Our young people must
participate in the preparation program
according to diocesan and our parish
guidelines.
zionsvillecatholic.com/confirmation

Becoming Catholic—OCIA
OCIA is a combination of hearing the truth
about Jesus, learning about the Church,
learning how to pray, and learning how to
live a Christian life of virtue and service.
Sessions culminate with the Sacraments
of Initiation being celebrated at the
Easter Vigil.
zionsvillecatholic.com/ocia

Marriage
Please make arrangements with Kate
Shay at least six months before the
marriage is to be celebrated. All engaged
couples participate in a preparation
program for their marriage following the
diocesan and our parish's guidelines.
zionsvillecatholic.com/marriage

Holy Orders Of Religious Life
Any woman desiring to become affiliated
with a religious order and any man
desiring to become a priest, permanent
deacon, or brother is welcome to discuss
her/his vocation with Fr. Travis Stephens.
zionsvillecatholic.com/holy-orders

Sick Calls
If a parishioner is ill or hospitalized,
please contact the parish office to make
arrangements for a clergy visit:
317.873.2885.

Homebound
The Eucharist is taken to those unable to
attend Mass each week. Anyone desiring
a visit is asked to call the parish office:
317.873.2885.

Parish Contacts

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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TRUSTMARY JANE AND JOHN.
THEY KNOWZIONSVILLE

LIKE THEIROWNBACKYARDS.
MARY JANE 317.418.2035 • JOHN 317.919.3700

www.OBrienRG.com

F.C. Tucker
Company

or scan
the QR

(317) 873-3366

FlannerBuchanan.com
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