
Fortified by the Eucharist, we live and share the truth in charity and gratitude
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Scripture ReadingsScripture Readings

Need to Register at St. Alphonsus?
Welcome to St. Alphonsus Liguori Catholic Church!
We invite you to join our faith community by
becoming a registered parishioner.

Please register online at
ZionsvilleCatholic.com/Register or
by scanning the QR code.

St. Mother Teresa of
Calcutta
FEAST DAY: SEPTEMBER 5
Mother Teresa was born in the city of
Skopje in the Balkans in 1910 and
named Gonxha Agnes. Her father died
when she was only 8, and at 18, she
joined the Institute of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, or, the Sisters of Loreto,
in Ireland. There, she received the
name Sister Mary Teresa after
St. Thérèse of Lisieux.

She was sent to Calcutta, India, where
she taught at a school for girls. On
September 10, 1946 during a train ride
from Calcutta to Darjeeling, she
received an “inspiration.” She said
Jesus’ thirst for love and for souls took
hold of her heart and the desire to
satiate His thirst became the driving
force of her life. He asked her to
establish a religious community, the
Missionaries of Charity, dedicated to
the service of the poorest of the poor.

She famously experienced a
“darkness” of being separated from
God, which nevertheless led her to an
ever more profound union with Him.
Mother Teresa received many awards
for her work, including the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1979. She died in 1997
and was canonized in 2002.
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Week of August 30, 2026
Sunday Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Rom 12:1-2; Mt 16:21-27
Monday 1 Cor 2:1-5; Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102; Lk 4:16-30
Tuesday 1 Cor 2:10b-16; Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd-14; Lk 4:31-37
Wednesday 1 Cor 3:1-9; Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21; Lk 4:38-44
Thursday Memorial of Saint Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church

1 Cor 3:18-23; Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 5:1-11
Friday 1 Cor 4:1-5; Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40; Lk 5:33-39
Saturday 1 Cor 4:6b-15; Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21; Lk 6:1-5
Sunday Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 13:8-10; Mt 18:15-20

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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MASS TIMES
Saturday: 4:30pm
Sunday: 8am, 10:30am, 5pm
Daily Mass: Mon, Tues, Thurs,
Fri & Sat: 9am
Wednesday: 6pm

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time | August 30, 2026

In this weekend’s Gospel, Jesus says, “Whoever wishes to
come after me must deny himself, take up his cross and
follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”

What does it mean to “deny yourself,” “take up your cross” and “lose your
life”? I define it as a concept we see many of the saints illustrate: emptying
yourself so as to be filled with God. The fancy Greek word for this is kenosis.

The prime example of this is Jesus himself. St. Paul says that Christ, “though
he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be
grasped...he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave” (Phil 2:7). Jesus is
the master pattern on which we all are to model ourselves. But, of course,
Jesus was God. How do we achieve this as humans? Let’s look to Mary.
Mary, too, emptied herself, giving her full assent to be the Mother of God
when she says, “may it be done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38).

Why do we need to empty ourselves? Because we are full of fallen
tendencies to sin. We need to let go of pride, control, over-attachment to
the material, busyness and so much more.

When we do this, we can fill ourselves with God as much as possible. God
desires to make us like Himself, to “divinize” us even, and that cannot
happen without making room for Him. We have a hint of Mary’s divine
fullness when the Angel Gabriel calls her “full of grace.” When you are
“full”, there is no room for anything else. That is when God can truly work
miracles in our lives as He did hers, allowing us to produce much fruit.

"It is only by making ourselves little that we become great; it is only by
creating an emptiness that Heaven has a place to fill," said Archbishop
Fulton Sheen

But remember the story from Matthew 12:43-45 about a person who
cleaned out their soul, expelling an “unclean spirit,” only to find seven more
taking its place.

The point is that when you empty yourself, you must fill yourself with God.
Stay close to the sacraments, especially the Eucharist. At Mass, I pray for
the Holy Spirit to fill my soul full to overflowing, that He would be like a
rushing river overflowing from me, touching all the souls I encounter each
day. Amen.
- Lyn Mettler

Editor’s Corner: Emptying Ourselves
to Be Filled With God

CONFESSION TIMES
Wednesday: 6:30pm

Saturday: 9:30am, 3:15pm
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Bulletin Submissions
If you have a church-related item for
consideration or would like to submit or
remove prayers for the sick or active
military, please email
bulletin@zionsvillecatholic.com at least
three weeks prior to the publication date.

Remember in
Your Prayers
The Sick
Ellen Schemmel,
Scott Foster, Judie Neff,
Terri Delaney, Elise Burton
Cutler, Jim Balas, Nicki Baltz,
Barbara Weiler, Sandy Gregg,
Andrea Meyer, Fr. Akeriwe‘s mother,
Nick Bhatt, Jim Rea, Eva Martony,
Tony Kaufmann, Shawn Martin,
Shelby Summers, Elliott Kashman,
Mary Ann Van Note and all the ill of
our parish and community.

Our Deceased
Please pray for the repose of the souls
of Jean Badger, mother of parishioner
Jim Badger, and Helen Martin, sister of
parishioners Edwina Henderson and
Cary Hughes.

Parishioners Discerning
Religious Vocation
Sam Bhatt
Noah (Br. Cyprian Mary) Boehm

Active Military
CH MAJ Raymond Akeriwe, USA;
Major Willis Brown, USAF; LTC Jason
Doffin, USA; Sam Ferguson, USN;
CPT Paul Gahwiler, USA; LtCol Nicholas
Gibson, USMC; LT David Hamlin, USN;
CH Maj Joshua Janko, IN ANG;
Specialist David Jelic, USA; Capt. Brent
Lasher, USAF; Josh Moody, US National
Guard; Lt Col. Matthew Read, USAF;
CPO Blake Reel, USN; WO3 Zachary J.
Stillions, USA; 2ndLt Madison Whitlock,
USMC and the families of all deployed.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Living Generously Challenge
Be a generous lover.

Don’t just love; love generously.

Astonish that special person
in your life with your love.

How Can We Pray for You?

Kindness in words creates confidence.
Kindness in thinking creates profoundness.

Kindness in giving creates love.
- Lao Tzu

Stewardship & Engagement Page 4

August 16 Collection Report
$34,495.90
$24,597.33
($9,898.57)
2,072

Budget per Week
Offertory Collection
Weekly Surplus/(Shortfall)
Pew Count

Give quickly and
securely online:
zionsvillecatholic.com/giving

Did you know you can submit prayer
requests? Our staff prays for these
intentions Monday-Friday at noon.
Submit your prayer requests using the
QR code on the right. You can also post
them on the Church tab of the Hallow
app so parishioners can pray for you too.

Many families across Indiana, including in our diocese, have
been displaced due to recent flooding. Several churches in
the diocese have also sustained serious water damage.

For those who are able, we encourage you to support
Catholic Charities USA (CCUSA), the official relief agency of
the U.S. Catholic Church, which is working to provide critical
help to those affected, including those in our diocese.

To learn more or make a donation, please
scanthe QR code. Above all, please
pray for those affected by the storms.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://zionsvillecatholic.com/giving
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Religious Education (PreK-4th)

Life Teen (High School)

Youth Faith FormationPage 5

Sept. 13 & 14: 1 Day of Religious Educationst

Sept. 20, 9:30am: First Holy Communion Parent Meeting
(2nd grade parents only)
Nov. 14, 9am-Noon: First Reconciliation Retreat
(2nd graders + 1 parent)
Nov. 15/16 RE: Advent All-Family Session

Dates to Remember

Dates to Remember
August 30: Freshmen Retreat
Sept. 13: 1 Day of Life Teen (Topic: Created for Something
Greater)

st

Our St. Alphonsus teen Confirmandi teamed up with the
Million Meals Movement to pack 7,000 meals for Hoosiers
in need! These meal packs will be distributed to food banks
here in Indiana. Please continue to pray for our teens as
they prepare to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.

Rooted & Edge (Middle School)

Aug. 30: Rooted & Edge Kick-off, 6pm
Sept. 13: 1 Day of Rooted & Edgest

Dates to Remember

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Schedule a
time

Increase Your Prayer Life This Year
This year, St. Alphonsus is offering multiple opportunities to help parishioners grow closer to God in prayer.

Page 6Hallow & Prayer

Take the 30-Day Gospel Challenge

“The Chosen” actor Jonathan Roumie reads through the
entirety of all four Gospels in 30 days with a few chapters
each day in the 30-day Gospel Challenge. This content is
available through the paid version of the app.

Increase your prayer life with the Hallow app! Select content
is FREE through our parish partnership. Learn more at
ZionsvilleCatholic.com/Hallow.

When We Change Through
Prayer, Parishes Change:
Help Us Realize Our Goal of
24/7 Adoration
BY CHRISTINA STEELE
Think back to August 2020... We were in the midst of a
pandemic, and Mass attendance was 550 people each
week. Before Covid, we averaged 1170 people per week.
We had just one priest. There was talk of stopping the 5pm
Mass. This was the state of our parish when Father arrived
on a summer day, August 19, 2020.

Despite this being his first assignment as pastor, Father did
not let the obstacles faze him; he had a vision. And that
vision was to make a perpetual adoration chapel where
people could pray with Jesus at any hour of the day, seven
days a week.

Why? Because prayer
changes us, but most
especially, it changes
people when they spend
time in the presence of
Jesus in the Eucharist.
When we change
through prayer, parishes
change.

Six years later, we have:
2,200 people attending Mass each week
125 regular adorers
Our largest ever Becoming Catholic/OCIA class

Father’s Vision is about to come to completion as we
launch our perpetual adoration campaign! The goal of the
campaign is to fill our chapel hours by the week of
November 29, the first week of Advent.

We need every parishioner to sign up for a
regular adoration time; even 15 minutes
each month helps! Visit the website
ZionsvilleCatholic.WeAdoreHim.com
or scan the QR code to sign up.

Sign up for a regular time in adoration – not only will it
change you to be more like Christ; it will ripple through
the parish into the Zionsville-Whitestown Community.

ADORATION HOURS
MONDAY - SUNDAY

6AM - 10PM

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Alphonsus Homilies
Did you miss a recent homily?
Find them at
ZionsvilleCatholic.com/Homilies
or on our Homilies Podcast.

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time | August 30, 2026

Habitat Volunteer Opportunities
SEPTEMBER 22 OR 25, 9AM-3PM

Help provide safe, stable homes for local families.
Please join fellow parishioners on site to help bring these
homes to life.

No construction experience is required, just a willingness to
help and work as part of a team. All tools, materials and on-
site training are provided. Volunteer via the QR codes below.

Parish Event Calendar
August
30 Becoming Catholic, 9am
30 Freshmen Retreat, 10am-6pm
30 SANCTUS Adventurers’ Ministry (Young Adults)
30 Children’s Choir Rehearsal, 2:45pm
30 Rooted & Edge (Middle School) Kickoff, 6pm
31 Monday Evening Bible Study, 6pm

September
1 That Man Is You, 6am
2 SANCTUS Prayer, Penance, Pub (Young Adults),

6pm
2 Little Flowers, 6:30pm
2 Prayer Shawl Ministry, 6:30pm
2 Adult Choir Practice, 7pm
5 Adoration/Confession Family Co-op
15 SHE Shall Be Called Woman, 7pm
16 Dive Into Scripture: Ephesians, 9:30am

Prayer Shawl Ministry
SEPTEMBER 2, 6:30PM
SEPTEMBER 8, 9:30AM

Gather in community to make shawls for those who are sick
or suffering. Volunteers knit or crochet each item while
praying, providing a physical way to wrap individuals in
God’s love.

First Wednesdays after 6pm Mass, St. Brigid Room

Second Tuesdays after 9am Mass, Reception Room in the
Church

All are welcome!

Page 7 Parish News & Events

Sept. 22 Sept. 25

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Saint Alphonsus Liguori
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time | August 30, 2026

Local EventsPage 9

Community News & Events

Mass for legal
professionals with

Bishop Timothy Doherty

Presentation by
Marion County

Superior Court Judge
David Certo

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Saint Alphonsus Liguori

Anointing of the Sick
Communal anointings are held in
spring and fall. Individual anointings
are available upon request.

Baptism for Children
Baptisms for ages 6 and younger are
scheduled upon attending class and
submitting required paperwork.
Registration in the parish is required
OR a letter of permission from the
parish in which you are registered.
Ages 7 and older fall under OCIA for
baptisms.
ZionsvilleCatholic.com/Baptism

Confirmation
The Sacrament is celebrated with
10th grade students. Our young
people must participate in the
preparation program according to
diocesan and our parish guidelines.
ZionsvilleCatholic.com/Confirmation

Becoming Catholic—OCIA
OCIA is a combination of hearing the
truth about Jesus, learning about the
Church, learning how to pray and
learning how to live a Christian life of
virtue and service. Sessions culminate
with the Sacraments of Initiation
celebrated at the Easter Vigil.
ZionsvilleCatholic.com/OCIA

First Communion
Children enrolled in our second grade
RE program, who have at least one
year of formal catechesis, may receive
the Sacrament. Learn more at:
ZionsvilleCatholic.com/
FirstCommunion

Homebound
The Eucharist is taken to those unable
to attend Mass each week. Anyone
desiring a visit is asked to call the
parish office: 317-873-2885.

Holy Orders Of Religious
Life
Any woman desiring to become
affiliated with a religious order and
any man desiring to become a priest,
permanent deacon or brother is
welcome to discuss her/his vocation
with Fr. Travis Stephens.
ZionsvilleCatholic.com/Holy-Orders

Sick Calls
If a parishioner is ill or hospitalized,
please contact the parish office to
make arrangements for a clergy visit:
317-873-2885.

Marriage
Make arrangements with Kate Shay at
least 6 months before the marriage
will be celebrated. All engaged
couples participate in a preparation
program following the diocesan and
our parish's guidelines.
ZionsvilleCatholic.com/Marriage
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@ZionsvilleCatholic

Clergy
Fr. Travis Stephens, PhD Pastor

frstephens@zionsvillecatholic.com
Fr. Matthew Kalu Associate Pastor

fr.mkalu@dol-in.org
Dcn. Tim Perry Deacon

deacon@zionsvillecatholic.com

Parochial Staff
Denni Badger Project Coordinator

dbadger@zionsvillecatholic.com
Tom Barbrick Mgr. Grounds/Maintenance

maintenance@zionsvillecatholic.com
Sonya Derocher Dir. Operations

sderocher@zionsvillecatholic.com
Joy Foster Parish Secretary

parishsecretary@zionsvillecatholic.com
Dawn Holifield Ministry Support

ministrysupport@zionsvillecatholic.com
Brenda Knecht Associate Director of

Engagement/Stewardship
bknecht@zionsvillecatholic.com

Lauren Lawson Dir. Liturgy & Sacred Music
llawson@zionsvillecatholic.com

Pastorate Council
Chair: Erik Christianson
Vice-Chair: Kate Swanson
Secretary: Peg Lupinski
Members-at-Large:
Rick Dravet · Bryce Geesey ·
Kevin Jerich · Ivan Medina
Finance Council
Chair: Michelle Marietta
Members-at-Large:
Jennifer Grady · Mike Einterz ·
Tom Easterday · Bob Walters ·
Michelle Demarco · Eric Schlegel

1870 W. Oak St., Zionsville, IN 46077
Office Hours: 8am-4pm, M-F

317-873-2885 | ZionsvilleCatholic.com

Parochial Staff
Emily Meiner Associate Director of

Adult/Young Adult Formation
emeiner@zionsvillecatholic.com

Lyn Mettler Communications Manager
communications@zionsvillecatholic.com

Kathy Norton Parish Finance Manager
knorton@zionsvillecatholic.com

Kimberly Overmyer Director Evangelization
kovermyer@zionsvillecatholic.com

Michael Pelis Facilities Technician
maintenance@zionsvillecatholic.com

Kristi Powers Director Youth Ministry
youthministry@zionsvillecatholic.com

Kate Shay Coord. of Marriage Preparation
marriage@zionsvillecatholic.com

Andrea Simpson Associate Director of
Family Faith Formation

asimpson@zionsvillecatholic.com
Elizabeth Smith Baptism Coordinator

esmith@zionsvillecatholic.com
Christina Steele Associate Director of Adult

Evangelization & Liturgy Coordinator
csteele@zionsvillecatholic.com

Susan Weninger Parish Secretary
parishsecretary@zionsvillecatholic.com

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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CON!CT SHERRY MONTELL • 614.301.7444 

SMONTELL@DIOCESAN.COM 

©2026 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22070426
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22070226
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=22070326


 A
d

v
e

rtis
e

 
O

n
lin

e
 a

t D
io

c
e
s
a
n

.c
o

m
/

1-8
0
0
-
2
8
2
-
5
10

6
A
d
v
e
rtis

in
g

2
2
0
7

TRUST MARY JANE AND JOHN.
THEY KNOW ZIONSVILLE 

LIKE THEIR OWN BACKYARDS.

MARY JANE 317.418.2035 • JOHN 317.919.3700

www.OBrienRG.com

F.C. Tucker 
Company

or scan 

the QR

(317) 873-3366

FlannerBuchanan.com
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