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LIFE STORIES 

THE LEGACY OF GARY FAVROT 

Gary Dean Favrot, a long-time parishioner of St. Alphonsus Liguori, suddenly passed 
away on September 18, 2022, while riding his bicycle on his favorite route on a sunny 
Sunday afternoon. A loving brother and uncle, Gary was often described as pious and 
playful. Others remember him as having a curious mind, a mischievous smile, and a 
servant’s heart. 

His niece Cassie described him as playful, noting that her Uncle Gary not only offered 
support in her Catholic upbringing, but support in her childish antics. Growing up, 
she recalls receiving a variety of gifts from him, including a Catechism and a magic 
trick gift. Cassie said, “Uncle Gary had his own playful antics up his sleeve. He had a 
quick wit and loved to make wordplays and poke fun.’” His playfulness brought joy to 
all around him, creating memories that would last for a lifetime. 

Gary had a degree in history but was a man of many talents with an adventurous 
spirit. One day, he put together a microscope so he could see the moon and stars. 
Another day, he motorcycled to the West Coast. One of his favorite activities was 

biking. Ann Green, a former parishioner who included Gary in her family gatherings, was surprised at how active he 
was, given his age. “He apparently biked quite a bit, not short rides, but longer ones. This past spring, he showed up at 
Mass with multiple band aids up and down his arms and face. He had fallen from his bike and seemed beaten up by 
it, but it didn’t seem to matter. He kept [up] doing his usual routine helping the poor and needy… He took it all in 
stride and didn’t focus on himself.” 

When it came to his Catholic faith, Gary had a strong devotion to Our Blessed Mother. Each day, he attended Mass 
and prayed all 20 mysteries of the Rosary. Likewise, he spent many hours in Eucharistic Adoration each week. His 
intuition was strong, and he often had “just the right book” to pass along to friends or strangers. Parishioner Patti 
Shaw, who viewed Gary as a paternal figure after she lost her own father, said Gary “was always wanting me, or 
anyone…to come with him to hear a great priest, see a beautiful chapel, or pray with him at Planned Parenthood for 
the unborn.” Parishioner Barbara Morand added, “I prayed many [Rosaries] with him outside of Planned Parenthood 
and also separately in the church in Adoration… When we had Adoration through the night [on special occasions], 
[Gary] would often stay into the early morning hours. My husband had the 10:00 to 11:00 pm hour, and Gary would 
often wake him up when he fell asleep and give him something to read to keep him awake!” 

While Gary’s faith life was strong, his life of service was strong as well. He was known to help at various food banks, 
including the Cathedral Kitchen and Food Pantry. When he was the interim coordinator of the Cathedral Kitchen, he 
started each weekday by opening the kitchen at 6:20 am, then attended the 8:00 am Mass at the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel and returned to work at the Kitchen.  

Gary Favrot’s absence is felt by many, but his legacy continues. He was a man with many books, which he donated to 
our parish. Many of those books were added to the library in the All Souls’ Center. The remaining books were sent to 
the Congregation of Holy Cross in South Bend to eventually be shipped to Bangladesh. In a country that has a 99% 
Muslim population, the Congregation of the Holy Cross is the largest Catholic religious community in Bangladesh. The 
congregation operates in numerous parishes, with most of them being in northern Bangladesh and the Chittagong 
Hills area. One of their resources is a retreat center in Bhadun, where the current director of the center, Fr. James 
Cruze, C.S.C., has been working to build a library of Catholic items, which now include 
Gary’s books, DVDs, and other collections. 

Gary’s legacy also remains in our own communities. This year, the Green family 
prepared a special place at their Thanksgiving Table, complete with Gary’s rosary 
beads. Cassie Favrot’s words, delivered prior to Gary’s funeral Mass, say it best: “I know 
that we’ve all been impacted by his presence. I think if we could all try to be a little bit 
more like my Uncle Gary, by being dedicated to our own beliefs and service to 
humanity, while also finding and creating joy and not taking ourselves too seriously, 
the world would be a much better place.” 

We thank Cassie Favrot, Ann Green, Barbara Morand, and Patti Shaw for allowing us to 
share their memories with the community. 


