	St. Alphonsus Liguori Catholic Church
Zionsville, Indiana
Catholic Funeral Pre-Planning Checklist



	This checklist will guide you through the key decisions involved in pre-planning a Catholic funeral. Please do not hesitate to contact the parish office for guidance and support.



1. FIRST STEPS

	☐
	Choose a funeral director
Contact a local funeral home as soon as possible — they will guide many of the logistics.

	☐
	Decide between burial or cremation
Both are permitted in the Catholic faith. Please speak with our pastor if you have questions.

	☐
	Select a burial location.
Discuss options with the funeral director and/or the parish office if you need help.


2. FUNERAL LOCATION & TYPE OF SERVICE

	☐
	Decide where the funeral will be held
Options: church, cemetery, or crematorium.

	☐
	If at church: choose a Catholic Funeral Mass or a Funeral Liturgy Outside of Mass
A Funeral Mass includes the celebration of the Eucharist. Both are beautiful and meaningful celebrations. The parish office can help you decide what is right for your family.



3. LITURGY & WORSHIP PREPARATION

	☐
	Select Scripture readings for the service
Our parish staff can provide approved readings and help you choose those most meaningful to your loved one.

	☐
	Choose music for the funeral
Hymns and sacred music should be chosen in accordance with Catholic liturgical guidelines.  A list is provided.

	☐
	Finalize the Order of Service / Worship Aid
Work with the parish office who will complete the printed program for attendees.

	☐
	Fourth Degree Knights Only
You have additional options available for your funeral (special chalice used at the mass, honor guard, rosary led by the Knights at the funeral home).  Please coordinate with the Knights and the parish office.



4. ROLES FOR FAMILY & FRIENDS

	☐
	Designate pallbearers
Those who will carry or accompany the coffin/urn.

	☐
	Invite someone to proclaim a Scripture reading
A lay person may read the first and/or second reading.

	☐
	Invite someone to lead the Prayer of the Faithful 
A family member or friend may compose and read these intercessions.

	☐
	Assign the placing of the pall on the coffin
The white pall recalls the baptismal garment and is placed at the start of the service.  Typically, the family does this together.

	☐
	Designate who will bring up the bread and wine (Funeral Mass only)
Family members may carry the gifts to the altar during the Offertory.



5. MEMORIAL & TRIBUTE

	☐
	Decide whether someone will offer a eulogy or words of remembrance
This brief 3-5-minute tribute typically takes place outside the Mass itself — before or after the liturgy, or at the graveside.

	☐
	Make a list of those you would like to invite or notify.



6. FLOWERS & CHARITABLE GIFTS

	☐
	Provide instructions regarding flowers
Note any preferences or restrictions for the church and/or graveside.

	☐
	Designate a charity for memorial donations in lieu of flowers
If desired, share the charity name and contact details in the obituary and Order of Service.



7. AFTER THE FUNERAL

	☐
	Arrange a reception or meal of consolation
The parish hall may be available. Please contact the parish office to check availability and arrange logistics.
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