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Nationwide Mass Times  
Call 1-734-794-2100 or  www.masstimes.org 
 

Opportunities for Life Hotline 
Call (800) 822-5824 for help for those 
experiencing an untimely pregnancy. 
 

Does Your Marriage Need Help? 
Call 800-470-2230  or www.retrouvaille.org  
 

Membership in the Parish 
We give a hearty welcome to all new families 
moving into our Parish. Please register in the 
Parish Office as soon as possible. Families who 
plan to move from our parish community are 
requested to inform us. 
 

Bulletin Articles 
Deadline for submission of bulletin articles  
is on Monday. 

Cycles of Faith 
     "And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart." Supernatural 

communication was nothing new for Mary. The angel Gabriel had already appeared 

and spoken to her when she agreed to bear God's Son. Her husband Joseph also 

had a kind of divine intervention in the dream where the angel told him to go 

ahead and marry her. When she was first pregnant, her cousin Elizabeth had been 

led by the Holy Spirit to know the secret that Mary was "the mother of my Lord" (Lk 

1:43). Now, Jesus has just been born and a crew of earthy shepherds appears at 

her door with a message from heaven: that the Savior has been born. And Mary 

believed them. She did not doubt their sincerity or the authenticity of their 

message. She took the words to heart, and meditated upon the meaning of it all. 

     What might strike us as peculiar 

in all of this is that God chose to 

speak to Mary in a variety of ways. 

This holy and immaculate woman, 

this Mother of God, did not always 

receive direct communication from 

on high. Sometimes, God chose to 

speak to her through other people. 

Sometimes, he revealed himself to 

them in order to reveal himself to 

her. And God does the same with us. 

     It's easy to daydream about 

having our own personal revelation from God, to hear his voice loud and clear, 

directing, encouraging, and supporting us in our times of need and confusion. But 

this isn't the standard pattern of God's operation. Mary was tuned in enough to 

hear God's voice all around her instead of expecting it to always sound the same. 

We can imitate this same kind of openness by seeking to discover how God may be 

speaking to us through the voices of others.  

Anointing of the Sick• Celebrated twice a 

year at the weekend Masses. Anyone who is 

ill, infirmed or going to surgery may request 

the anointing by contacting Fr. Terry. 
  
Baptism• Baptism takes place on 

Sundays during Mass or following Mass. 

Contact Fr. Terry to set a meeting to 

prepare for the sacrament and set a date. 

Baptism for older youths and adults occurs 

at the Easter Vigil or before marriage. 
  
Reconciliation• Before Mass on Saturday 

at 4:30 pm, after any Mass, or by 

appointment with Fr. Terry. Communal 

services during Advent and Lent. First 

Reconciliation is celebrated during Advent. 

Confirmation• Is celebrated in the 

seventh and eighth grades or at the Easter 

Vigil. The Bishop visits every two years and 

we alternate between the two parishes. 
  
Eucharist• First Eucharist is celebrated 

during May each year with children in the 

second grade. 
  
Holy Orders• Contact Fr. Terry if you are 

interested in the vocations of Priesthood or 

religious life. 
  
Marriage• Contact Fr. Terry at least 6 

months before setting a date for marriage. 

Couples are to attend Engaged Encounter  

or the Sponsor Couple Program. 

Celebration of the Sacraments 

Mass attendance is mandatory for those requesting Sacraments, Fr. Terry. 



Mary - Mother of God 
As we begin a new year and as the Christmas season 

continues, we celebrate the mother-hood of our Blessed 

Mother. As she said “Yes” to God and gave birth to her Son 

Jesus - May we in turn say yes to God and give birth to Jesus in 

our hearts so that everyday of 2017 may be filled with His 

Peace and Love!!! God Bless You and Happy New Year!  

Fr. Terry 
 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
We seek the same faith and courage that Mary possessed as she accepted the 

tremendous responsibility of being the Mother of God. Life often requires great and 

heroic things of us and we often wonder how and if we are able to meet those 

challenges. Mary did not doubt that God was with her, giving her everything needed 

to complete the task before her. Because of her Son's special relationship with his 

Father, we too can cry out "Abba, Father" and draw strength from the infinite and 

generous love God bestows upon us.  

 

St. Columba Celebrates Note Burning 
Join us for an outstanding Epiphany on January 8th after the 8:30 am Mass as we 

celebrate burning the loan note for our Skylight and Bell Tower Renovation!  A full 

spread delicious breakfast will help us kick off the New Yearl 

 

Immaculate Conception Host Epiphany Potluck 
Bring your favorite dish and celebrate the New Year at our Epiphany Potluck on 

January 8th after the 10:30am Mass!  

 

Catechist Meeting 
A meeting for the religious education teachers is planned for Wednesday January 4th 

at 6:00pm at IC Parish Center conference room.  All teachers are encouraged to 

attend as we prepare for the second semester of religious education.   

 

 

Ski Trip to Paoli Peaks January 22nd 
Sign up to attend the Ski Trip to Paoli Peaks.  See the poster and 

signup at Church for more information. Youth may also sign up in 

Religious education classes on Wednesday night.  

 

 

WHY DO CATHOLICS DO THAT? 
Question:    January 1 has a number of liturgical names celebrating a variety of 

events. Could you sort some of this out? 

Answer:       January 1, New Year's Day, celebrates newness. Exactly eight days after 

Christmas, traditionally it celebrates Mary as the Mother of God. The Greek word for 

Mary's motherhood is "Theotokos," meaning "God-bearer." Becoming official church 

teaching at the Council of Ephesus in 381, this is one of the most ancient and 

important titles given to Mary. 

     Eight days after the birth of a Jewish male, circumcision was demanded by Jewish 

law. So January 1 also commemorates the circumcision of Jesus. The Gospel reading 

for the day from Luke recounts the shepherds' visit, the completion of the eight days 

leading to circumcision, and naming the baby Jesus, according to the angel's 

direction previous to his conception. 

     Beginning in 1967, Pope Paul VI requested that this day also be set aside as a 

day of prayer for world peace. Each year, the pope issues a message encouraging 

prayer and action toward the establishment of world peace. So on January 1, as we 

continue to celebrate the mystery of the Incarnation, let us also turn to the 

intercession of Mary, the Queen of Peace. Happy New Year!  

Faith Sharing Questions  
     Luke 2:16-21 

Luke alone tells us of the visit of the shep-

herds at Jesus' birth. How does Luke por-

tray Mary in this encounter? 

     Numbers 6:22-27 

What do you find most appealing in God's 

blessing of the Israelites during their de-

sert journey? 

     Galatians 4:4-7 

What do we learn about Mary in Paul's 

discussion of her with the Galatians?  

Readings for the Week 
January 1, 2017 

Sunday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 

2:16-21 

Monday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98/Jn 1:19-28 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:29--3:6/Ps 98/Jn 1:29-34 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98/Jn 1:35-42 

Thursday: 1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100/Jn 1:43-51 

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147/Mk 1:7-11 or 

Lk 3:23-28 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38 

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149/Jn 2:1-11 

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72/Eph 3:2-

3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12  

Mass Intentions 
Tuesday, January 3 

 8:00 am  † Roger Basham SC 
  By Jim & Debbie Peters 

Wednesday, January 4 

 5:30 pm  † Maxine Beavin IC 
  By Karen & Doug Scales 

Thursday, January 5 

 8:00 am  Harold & Mary Flood SC 
  By Rosemary Neff 

Friday, January 6 

 8:00 am  Denis & Martha Wheatley IC 
  By  Connie Wheatley 

Saturday, January 7 

    5:00 pm  People of the Parish   

Sunday, January 8 

 8:30 am  † Bill Hawes SC 
  By Dan & Agnes Murphy 

 10:30 am  † Jo Ann Ogle IC 
  By Bob Ogle 

Immaculate Conception Mission Statement 
As people chosen by God through our baptism, the parish of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church is called to make Christ visible in our family, community 

and the world.  We proclaim God’s word in worship, through the sacraments, in hospitality, teaching, repentance, forgiveness and  service.  
Our goal is that all people may come to know and share in the salvation of Jesus Christ. 



EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
Listen. Think. Act. 

     That is a mantra or slogan for many different groups. Some seek to battle 

prejudice and bias. Other groups hope to eliminate poverty or reduce crime. I have 

even found some companies use it as a way of increasing engagement among 

their employees. In a nutshell, it is about taking in what you have heard and then 

reflecting on it before you act. The most fruitful actions are those that take place 

after careful reflection. 

     This is an important thing to remember for those trying to live a stewardship 

way of life. If we are honest with ourselves, too often most of us jump to 

conclusions too quickly or act in ways that cause friction because we didn't really 

think about the consequences of our actions. We are moving too fast in a world 

that seems to be moving ever faster. 

     When the shepherds came to visit Jesus, the newborn King, they told Mary 

everything that the angels had told them. Luke tells us that after hearing all this, 

she "kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart." No response. No panic. 

No action. Her reflection was the appropriate response. 

     In this New Year, you and I would do well to remember this Gospel account of 

Mary, the Mother of God. Let us resolve to listen more, reflect often, and then act 

accordingly. We are called to use our gifts wisely, sowing them in good soil. If we 

just throw them out, allowing them to simply fall wherever they may, have we really 

used them for God's glory? We need to listen. Think. Then act.  Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  

 
“Then the shepherds returned glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 

and seen, just as it had been told them” 

The shepherds received the Good News into their hearts and then made the 

message known to others.  How is God calling you to share the Good News of his 

mercy and love with others?  To learn more about discerning your vocation, contact 

the Vocations Office at 270-683-1545, jason.mcclure@pastoral.org, 

www.owensborovocations.com  

St. Columba Mission Statement 
We, St. Columba Parish, are a living family of God committed to deepening and sharing our faith. We immerse ourselves deeper in our baptism  

to reach out to those in need, call people to recognize their talents and pray for guidance to lead all people to experience the light of Christ. 

Bulletin Board 
Wednesday, January 4 

   No Relig Ed Class 

Thursday, January 5 

  6:00 pm RCIA IC 

Sunday, January 8 

       Epiphany of the Lord  

First Sunday Donuts SC and Potluck IC 

 

No Religious Education 
There will be no religious education 

classes Wednesday January 4th due to 

Christmas Break.  Classes will resume 

January 11th.  Enjoy the extra time with 

your family and have a Blessed New Year! 

Liturgical Roles 
Sunday, January 8 

St. Columba 
Weekly Goal ......................... $2,308.00 

Collection 12-18-16 ............ $1,916.00 

       Difference under ............. $394.00 

Mass Attendance ....................... 61/60 

 

Week # 25 of 52 

Fiscal YTD Goal ...................... $57,700 

Fiscal YTD Actual .................... $58,655 

 

SC Building Repair Fund 
Total Families Pledged 65 

Total Amount Pledged $79,535 

Total Paid 12-18-16 $74,878 

Immaculate Conception  
Weekly Goal .........................$3,269.00 

Collection 12-18-16 ............$2,057.00 

       Difference under ..........$1,212.00 

Mass Attendance ........................... 118 

 

Week # 25 of 52 

Fiscal YTD Goal ....................... $81,725 

Fiscal YTD Actual .................... $73,049 

 

IC Building Acquisition Fund 
Total Families Pledged 60 

Total Amount Pledged $190,163 

Total Paid 12-18-16 $173,563 

Su nday  C ol l ect ion s  

In Need of Special Prayer 
  

Phyllis Emmick, Joan Peak,  Stephen 

Emmick, Robert Bulleit, April Bolin, John & 

Marlene Wheatley, Georgene Poole 

 Homebound and Heartland Villa   

Mary Hinton, Dorothy Beauchamp, 

Barbara Grant, Christina Hagan, Olivia 

Murphy, Frances Payne, Shirley Mobley, 

Florence Roby, Lillie Lanham, Clyde Toler, 

Clay Quinn, Regina Walz, Frances Storm 
Please call the Parish Office to add or  

remove names from this bulletin prayer list. 

Immaculate Conception, 10:30 am 

Eucharistic Min: Alisha Wheatley 

       Katherine Woodward, Marilyn McCaslin 

Lector: Mary Woodward 

Server: Lettie Ogle, Ryan Ogle 

Cross Bearer: Andrew Lyday 

Gift Bearer: Clayton & Gloria Gray 

Hospitality: Jason Curry Family 

Vocation Statue:  Jody & Alisha Wheatley 

Children's Liturgy:  Trina Ogle 

St. Columba, 8:30 am  

Eucharistic Min: Ruth Madden 

 Amy Allard, Judy Pate 

Lector: Rosemary Emmick 

Server: Bailey Poole 

Cross Bearer: Scott Basham 

Gift Bearer:   Lanie Hendricks Family 

Hospitality:   Butch & Peggy Meriwether 

         David & Shelly Poole 

Vocation Statue: Shelby & Sherry Basham 

http://www.owensborovocations.com/

