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Immaculate Conception  
P.O. Box 219 • Hawesville, KY 42348 
Phone ............................................... 270-927-8419  
Pastoral Council Chairperson,  
 Gary Elder .................................... 270-222-0215 
 
 

St. Columba  
P.O. Box 358 • Lewisport, KY 42351 
Phone ...............................................270-295-3682  
Pastoral Council Chairperson,  
 Mary Beth Emmick ................... 270-302-6634 
 

Parish Center 
240 Court Square, Hawesville, KY 42348 
Office Hours ........................ M-Th 8:30-3:00 pm 
Fax .................................................... 270-927-6783 
 
Pastoral Team 
Fr. Terry Devine, Pastor ...................... 927-9908 

terry.devine@pastoral.org 
Denise Long, CRE ..................................295-3661 

 icscyouth@aol.com 
Becky Monetathchi, Secretary .......... 922-0656 

 bmonetathchi@aol.com 
Church Web Page:  icscchurch.org 
Diocesan Web Page: owensborodiocese.org 
 

Nationwide Mass Times  
Call 1-734-794-2100 or  www.masstimes.org 
 

Opportunities for Life Hotline 
Call (800) 822-5824 for help for those 
experiencing an untimely pregnancy. 
 

Does Your Marriage Need Help? 
Call 800-470-2230  or www.retrouvaille.org  
 

Membership in the Parish 
We give a hearty welcome to all new families 
moving into our Parish. Please register in the 
Parish Office as soon as possible. Families who 
plan to move from our parish community are 
requested to inform us. 
 

Bulletin Articles 
Deadline for submission of bulletin articles  
is on Monday. 

Cycles of Faith 
December 17, 2017 3rd Sunday of Advent 

   "There is one ... coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie." 

Untying sandal straps was no prestigious job. In the days of John the Baptist, those 

straps would have been especially unpleasant to deal with. Besides the usual 

odors that accompany sockless leather footwear, there would have been the grime 

and dirt from the sandy roads and paths that swirled around the people who went 

everywhere on foot. Taking off someone's 

shoes upon their arrival was the task of 

the lowly servants. So when John says 

he's unworthy of doing this task for the 

"one who is coming after me," he is 

putting himself in a very humble position. 

And rightly so. 

   John realizes that the Christ--the 

Anointed One, the Messiah--is so far 

above him, so far above any of us, that we 

are truly unworthy of him. Indeed, the Son 

of God is not just the greatest of men; he is God-made-man and in his presence we 

most appropriately should bow in humble homage. Yet this God chose to stoop 

down to our human level and walk among us. He chose to get his sandals dirty. 

And still today he chooses to allow us to encounter him as a friend and companion. 

   But as John reminds us by his example, this encounter with the Lord is not the 

result of our own merits or accomplishments. We are sinners who stand in need of 

Christ's help. But thanks be to God, he is always willing to extend this help to us. As 

St. Paul says in today's epistle, "May the God of peace make you perfectly holy." 

Indeed it is God who does the perfecting, not us by our own power. So let us 

approach the Lord this Advent season with a spirit of hopeful humility, trusting that 

God alone can make us worthy of welcoming his Son. 

Anointing of the Sick• Celebrated twice a 

year at the weekend Masses. Anyone who is 

ill, infirmed or going to surgery may request 

the anointing by contacting Fr. Terry. 
  
Baptism• Baptism takes place on 

Sundays during Mass or following Mass. 

Contact Fr. Terry to set a meeting to 

prepare for the sacrament and set a date. 

Baptism for older youths and adults occurs 

at the Easter Vigil or before marriage. 
  
Reconciliation• Before Mass on Saturday 

at 4:30 pm, after any Mass, or by 

appointment with Fr. Terry. Communal 

services during Advent and Lent. First 

Reconciliation is celebrated during Advent. 

Confirmation• Is celebrated in the 

seventh and eighth grades or at the Easter 

Vigil. The Bishop visits every two years and 

we alternate between the two parishes. 
  
Eucharist• First Eucharist is celebrated 

during May each year with children in the 

second grade. 
  
Holy Orders• Contact Fr. Terry if you are 

interested in the vocations of Priesthood or 

religious life. 
  
Marriage• Contact Fr. Terry at least 6 

months before setting a date for marriage. 

Couples are to attend Engaged Encounter  

or the Sponsor Couple Program. 

Celebration of the Sacraments 

Mass attendance is mandatory for those requesting Sacraments, Fr. Terry. 

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store  
Phone ....................................................... 295-3494 
Meetings are 3rd Wednesday at 4:30 pm 
Store hours: M-F 10-4 pm, Sat. 10-2 pm 
P.O. Box 391 • 8185 Hwy 60 W • Lewisport , KY 42351 

For all of Hancock County 



The Works of Jesus 
On this 3rd Sunday of Advent we hear 

Jesus telling the followers of John the 

Baptist that the works He has done in 

healing the sick and raising the dead gives 

testimony that His mission is real and that 

He was sent by His Father.  

As our Advent Season continues and 

Christmas approaches, may we allow Jesus our Savior to heal us 

of our sins and transgressions. May He open our eyes to see - 

our ears to hear His message and to raise us up to new life as 

we approach His birthday.        God bless you, Fr. Terry. 

 

 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
John the Baptist came to testify to the light, who is Jesus Christ. Like John, we are 

called to testify to that same Light. We do so by living lives of faith and bringing the 

joy of the Gospel to everyone we meet. We are people of joy who rejoice at his birth 

and eagerly await his coming again. We share that joy by tending to the 

needs of the poor, helping those who are broken, and witnessing to the 

freedom that a life in God brings. May we take our task of being joyful 

witnesses to the good news seriously as the celebration of Christ's birth 

fast approaches. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Next weekend we will celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

during Mass. Reach out and invite all who are sick in body or spirit to 

come to Mass next weekend for this healing sacrament.  

 

 

 
Christmas  Mass Schedule  
Everyone is invited to come to our Christmas Eve Family Mass at St. 

Columba on December 24th.  Come early at 4:30 pm and sing along with 

our choir the traditional Christmas music to enjoy as a family.  Mass will 

begin at 5:00 pm.  For those who enjoy ringing in the Christmas 

Season please come to our Midnight Mass at Immaculate 

Conception.  The choir will greet you with the beautiful sounds of 

Christmas beginning at 9:30 pm and Mass beginning at 10:00 

pm.  For those who were not able to be with us on Christmas 

Eve or for those who wish to continue to celebrate the 

season are welcome to attend our Christmas Day Mass at 

Immaculate Conception at 10:30 am.   
 

 

No Religious Ed Classes 
The Wednesday night religious education classes for the K-Adult will not meet again 

until January 10th due to Christmas Break.  The Sunday morning adult class at St 

Columba will resume January 7th.  May everyone have a Blessed Merry Christmas 

and a Joyous New Year!   

 

Christmas Caroling December 20th  
Join Fr Terry and Santa on their Christmas Caroling journey 

Wednesday December 20th.  They will meet at Immaculate 

Conception Parish Office at 3:00pm.  They will be visiting many 

of our elderly shut-ins and Heartland Villa.  The evening will end 

at St. Columba Parish Hall with refreshments.  Bring the family 

and enjoy an afternoon of jolly singing!  

Faith Sharing Question  
John 1:6-8, 19-28 - Why do you think the reli-

gious leaders of the day were confused about 

the identity of John the Baptist? 

Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11 - We hear in today's 

reading the call of Isaiah in his own words and 

his personal reflection: "In my God is the joy of 

my soul." Who do you know that experiences 

God on this level? 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 - Paul offers these 

closing remarks to the Christians in Thessalo-

nica. What instructions does he provide to 

them to prepare "for the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ"? 

Readings for the Week 
December 17, 2017 
Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 

53-54 [Is 61:10b]/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 

19-28 

Monday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 

[cf. 7]/Mt 1:18-25 

Tuesday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-

6ab, 16-17 [cf. 8]/Lk 1:5-25 

Wednesday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 

[cf. 7c and 10b]/Lk 1:26-38 

Thursday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-

3, 11-12, 20-21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-45 

Friday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 

8abcd [cf. 1a]/Lk 1:46-56 

Saturday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 

10 and 14 [cf. Lk 21:28]/Lk 1:57-66 

Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 

89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 [2a]/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 

1:26-38 

Mass Intentions 
Tuesday, December 19 

 10:00 am  † Regina Walz HV 
  By Dot Pooser 

Wednesday, December 20 

No Mass 

Thursday, December 21 

 8:00 am  † Jim Bittel SC 

Friday, December 22 

 8:00 am  † David Sterett IC 
  By Mike & Sheila Ogle 

Saturday, December 23 

    5:00 pm  † Roger Basham SC 

Sunday, December 24 

            4th Sunday of Advent 

 8:30 am  People of the Parish  SC 

 10:30 am  † Fr. B J Hagman IC 
  By Dan & Shirley Hagman 

            The Nativity of the Lord 

    5:00 pm  † Stephen Emmick SC 
  By Dot Pooser 

 10:00 pm  † Troy Russelburg IC 
  By Ellis & Sharon Russelburg 

Monday, December 25 

             Christmas Day 

 10:30 am  People of the Parish IC 
  

Immaculate Conception Mission Statement 
As people chosen by God through our baptism, the parish of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church is called to make Christ visible in our family, community 

and the world.  We proclaim God’s word in worship, through the sacraments, in hospitality, teaching, repentance, forgiveness and  service.  
Our goal is that all people may come to know and share in the salvation of Jesus Christ. 



Everyday Stewardship 
    As Christians, we are called to a life of prayer. This is not just during seasons like 

Advent, but all year long. When we talk about being prayerful everyday stewards, 

we are speaking about cultivating an awareness of God being with us at all times. 

Each day we begin by offering God the entirety of our day. Each night we rest in 

him and hope that the hours that passed gave him glory. 

    During this busy time of Advent, it is hard to cultivate this life of prayer, but 

without it we can too easily lose sight of the reason for the season. It is during this 

time of year we need to heed the words of St Paul more than ever when he wrote 

to the Thessalonians, "Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing." This is how we will be 

able to avoid the pitfalls of consumerism and secularism and keep our eyes fixed 

on Jesus. 

     Bring Jesus with you into the office Christmas party. Take him with you shopping 

for gifts in the department store. Be aware of him when you sit down to watch 

television specials you have seen every year of your life. Give him all your time and 

let his presence fill your every moment. By striving to be connecting with Jesus at 

all times, you will bear greater fruit and the joy you experience will be much greater 

than you could imagine. You might even spend fewer dollars and spend more time 

with those you love, particularly the One who loves you the most, the Incarnation 

himself.   -Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 
“He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the poor.” 
In today’s first reading, the prophet Isaiah acknowledges that he was “sent” to 

bring glad tidings to the poor and to bring good news to God’s people.  By virtue of 

our baptism, we are all called and sent to be a part of God’s divine plan of 

salvation.  If you think God might be calling you to the vocation of priesthood, 

contact the vocations office for resources to help you with your discernment:  270-

683-1545, jason.mcclure@pastoral.org, www.owensborovocations.com 

St. Columba Mission Statement 
We, St. Columba Parish, are a living family of God committed to deepening and sharing our faith. We immerse ourselves deeper in our baptism  

to reach out to those in need, call people to recognize their talents and pray for guidance to lead all people to experience the light of Christ. 

 
Bulletin Board 

 
Wednesday, December 20 

 3:00 pm Christmas 

Caroling starts at the Parish Office 

   No Relig. Ed 

Thursday, December 21 

  NO RCIA 

  

  
 

Liturgical Roles 
Sunday, December 24 

St. Columba 
Weekly Goal ......................... $2,308.00 

Collection 12-10-17 ............ $2,706.00 

       Difference over ................ $398.00 

Mass Attendance ..................... 53/101 

 

Week # 24 of 52 

Fiscal YTD Goal ...................... $55,392 

Fiscal YTD Actual .................... $58,771 

 

SC Building Repair Fund 
Total Families Pledged 58 

Total Amount Pledged $50,848 

Total Paid 12-10-17 $36,393 

Immaculate Conception  
Weekly Goal .........................$3,269.00 

Collection 12-10-17 ............$3,053.00 

       Difference under ............. $216.00 

Mass Attendance ........................... 129 

 

Week # 24 of 52 

Fiscal YTD Goal ....................... $78,456 

Fiscal YTD Actual .................... $70,494 

 

IC Building Acquisition Fund 
Total Families Pledged 60 

Total Amount Pledged $190,163 

Total Paid 12-10-17 $183,096 

Su nday  C ol l ect ion s  

Immaculate Conception, 10:30 am 

Eucharistic Min: Margaret Powers 

 Falyn Stokes, Heath Stokes 

Lector: Connie Wheatley 

Server: Andrew Lyday, Laura Wheatley 

Cross Bearer: John Wheatley 

Gift Bearer: Jason Curry Family 

Hospitality: Kenny Woodward Family 

Vocation Statue: Noel Quinn 

Children's Liturgy: Alisha Wheatley 

St. Columba, 8:30 am 

Eucharistic Min: Judy Pate 

 Mary Masterson, Amy Allard 

Lector: Mary Beth Emmick 

Server: Sara Hendricks 

Cross Bearer: Bob Durbin 

Gift Bearer:  Rosemary Neff, Trish Wardrip 

Hospitality:  David & Shelby Winchell 

         Joe & Donna Hagman 

Vocation Statue:  David & Rosemary Emmick 

In Need of Special Prayer 
  

Dexter Marsch, Phyllis Emmick, Joan Peak,  

Betty Brickey, Frances Storm. Gary Elder 

Bill McBrayer, Leonard Thomas, April Bolin 

Homebound and Heartland Villa   

Mary Hinton, Dorothy Beauchamp,  

Christina Hagan, Frances Payne,  

Shirley Mobley, Lillie Lanham,  

Mary Coyle 
Please call the Parish Office to add or  

remove names from this bulletin prayer list. 

mailto:jason.mcclure@pastoral.org
http://www.owensborovocations.com

