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Immaculate Conception  
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Phone ............................................... 270-927-8419  
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 Connie Wheatley ...................... 270-922-6352 
 

St. Columba  
P.O. Box 358 • Lewisport, KY 42351 
Phone ...............................................270-295-3682  
Pastoral Council Chairperson,  
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Parish Office 
240 Court Square, Hawesville, KY 42348 
Office Hours ...................... M-Th 10:00-2:00 pm 
Fax .................................................... 270-927-6783 
 
Pastoral Team 
Fr. Terry Devine, Pastor ............. 270-860-0924 

terry.devine@pastoral.org 
Denise Long, Adult Ministry ..... 270-295-3661 

 icscyouth@aol.com 
Jill Frakes, Youth Ministry ........ 270-302-8459 

 7jfrakes@gmail.com 
Sarah Herrmann, Secretary ......... 270-315-4710 

 sully5039@gamil.com 
 

Church Web Page:  icscchurch.org 
Diocesan Web Page: owensborodiocese.org 
 

Nationwide Mass Times  
Call 1-734-794-2100 or  www.masstimes.org 
 

Opportunities for Life Hotline 
Call (800) 822-5824 for help for those 
experiencing an untimely pregnancy. 
 

Does Your Marriage Need Help? 
Call 800-470-2230  or www.retrouvaille.org  
 

Membership in the Parish 
We give a hearty welcome to all new families 
moving into our Parish. Please register in the 
Parish Office as soon as possible. Families who 
plan to move from our parish community are 
requested to inform us. 
 

Bulletin Articles 
Deadline for submission of bulletin articles  
is on Monday. 

Cycles of Faith 
Each Advent season, we prepare to welcome Jesus into the inns and stables of our 

hearts. But Jesus’ coming wasn’t welcomed by everyone with choirs of angels. For 

St. Joseph, the first coming of Jesus was a bit more complicated. “When his 

mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 

found with child through the Holy Spirit.” For Joseph, opening his heart (and home) 

to Jesus meant, at best, appearing to all the world like a man who had 

impregnated his wife out of wedlock. At worst, he appeared a cuckold, raising the 

child of another man. God doesn’t always appear the way we expect. 

 

For some of us, the birth of Christ is a bit relationally complicated. Perhaps over 

the past few months, a loved one has died. This Christmas, you’re taking it upon 

yourself to keep up the traditions and hold the family together. Welcoming Jesus 

means welcoming grief. Perhaps it’s a difficult relative (or two or three) and it’s all 

you can do to bite your tongue and swallow your pride while they’re under your 

roof. Welcoming Jesus means welcoming strife, discord, and tension.  

 

Yet “do not be afraid,” the angel says. Do not be afraid. Why? Because we 

celebrate the birth of “Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us.’” Before Jesus’ 

earthly ministry would begin, Jesus would lose his father, Joseph. God is with us in 

our grief. Wherever Jesus went, he stirred up controversy and faced down 

challenging personalities. God is with us in our stress. The trick is, like Joseph, to 

allow supernatural grace to prevail. Joseph was a good man, filled with natural 

virtue in that he didn’t want to “expose [Mary] to shame.” Yet he was prepared to 

“divorce her quietly” all the same. Our natural abilities only take us so far. Where is 

receiving Jesus complicated this Christmas season? Are you relying on your own 

strength to get you through, or are you truly ready to accept the grace of 

Emmanuel, God with us? 

St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store  
Phone .............................................. 270-295-3494 
Store hours: M-F 10-4 pm, Sat. 10-2 pm 

For all of Hancock County 



The Big Day is Approaching 
It’s almost too hard to believe—Advent is almost over! Christmas 

is only a few days away. There are probably a million things 

going through our minds. For some; Have I left anyone off my 

shopping list? Will I keep my sanity since the kids are home from 

school? Am I ready for all my company and relatives that will be 

visiting over the holidays? Are the decorations okay? Should I get 

More? Do I dare risk my life fighting those crazy drivers out there 

on the streets? Can I muster up anymore courage to compete with other folks in 

those department stores that look like war zones? Don’t you wish sometimes things 

could be as simple as they were 2000 years ago at that first Christmas? No 

Christmas rush to worry about! Before the trees, bulbs, tinsel, there was the Star of 

Bethlehem. Before DVR’s and tablets there was the simple gift of the Christ Child 

from the Heavenly Father. Today, we rejoice with Mary and Elizabeth as they both are 

about to celebrate NEW LIFE within themselves and for all humanity as well. In this 

last week of Advent, let us say “yea” as Mary did and truly conceive Jesus in 

our hearts so that we too may celebrate His birth this Christmas within our 

hearts so that we too might give Jesus to all our loved ones and friends this 

coming year! Have a good week!                

                                                                                                                      Fr. Terry 

Christmas  Mass Schedule  
Everyone is invited to come to our Christmas Eve 

Mass at St. Columba on December 24th.  Come 

early at 4:30 pm and sing along with our choir to 

the traditional Christmas music.  Mass will begin at   

5:00 pm.  For those who enjoy ringing in the 

Christmas Season please come to our Christmas 

Eve Mass at Immaculate Conception.  The choir will 

greet you with the beautiful sounds of Christmas 

beginning at 9:30 pm and Mass beginning at 10:00 

pm.  For those who were not able to be with us on 

Christmas Eve or for those who wish to continue to 

celebrate the season are welcome to attend our 

Christmas Day Mass at Immaculate Conception at 10:30 am.   

 

Thank You for the Santa Sacks 
Thank you to everyone who donated to our Santa Sacks and helped with the bagging 

and distribution.  Your help and generosity was much appreciated 

 

No Religious Education 
There will be NO religious education classes Wednesday December 25 - January 1st 

due to Christmas Break.  Classes will resume January 8th.  Enjoy the extra time with 

your family and have a Very Merry Christmas!  

Faith Sharing Question  
Gospel Reading  

Matthew focuses on Joseph in recounting 

the birth of Jesus. (Luke, by comparison, 

focuses on Mary). How do you imagine 

Joseph processed over time this angelic 

revelation of Mary’s conception and    

Jesus’ birth?  

 

Readings for the Week 
of December 22, 2019 
 

Sunday: Is 7:10-14/ Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 

[7c, 10b]/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 
 

Monday:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 

8-9, 10 and 14/Lk 1:57-66 
 

Tuesday:  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 

89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 [2]/Lk 1:67-79 
 

Wednesday:  Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 

16-17, 27, 29 [2a]/Acts 13:16-17, 22-

25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
 

Midnight:  Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 

13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
 

Dawn:  Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 

3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
 

Day:  Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 

[3c]/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5,9-14 
 

Thursday:  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 

31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17 [6]/Mt 

10:17-22 
 

Friday:  1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 

[12]/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
 

Saturday:  1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 

7b-8 [7]/Mt 2:13-18 
 

Next Sunday:  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/ Ps 128:1-

2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/

Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

Mass Intentions 
Tuesday, December 24 

 5:00 pm  † Stephen Emmick  SC 
  By Regina Emmick 

 10:00pm † Regina Walz  IC 
  By Dot Pooser 
Wednesday, December 25   

 10:30 am  People of the Parish  IC 
   

Thursday,  December 26 

NO MASS   SC 
    

Friday, December 27 

NO MASS   IC 
    

Saturday, December 28 

    5:00 pm  † Bobby Gray SC 
  By Pat and Donna Ogle 

Sunday, December 29 

 8:30 am  People of the Parish   SC 

 10:30 am † Francis & Rita Fillman IC 
  By Pat & Donna Ogle 

Immaculate Conception Mission Statement 
As people chosen by God through our baptism, the parish of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church is called to make Christ visible in our family, community 

and the world.  We proclaim God’s word in worship, through the sacraments, in hospitality, teaching, repentance, forgiveness and  service.  
Our goal is that all people may come to know and share in the salvation of Jesus Christ. 



New Openings for Adoration 
Spend a little extra time with Jesus during Adoration!  We have openings 

for Adoration at St. Columba on Thursdays at 1:00pm, 5:00pm and 

6:00pm.  Please contact Denise if you are interested or would like more 

information 

 

 

Why Do We Do That? Catholic Life Explained 
 

Question: 

I can’t explain it. I feel a nudge from God to something out of the ordinary. How do I 

respond? 
 

Answer: 

You’re in good company! Abraham was asked to leave all he knew and loved for a 

strange land, with only abstract divine assurance that such a sacrifice would be 

worth it. Plenty of prophets protested against God’s call, whether it was claiming 

they were too young (Jeremiah) or running away entirely, only to end up in a 

whale’s belly (Jonah). St. Joseph was asked to do something very strange. He was 

asked to believe — on the word of an angelic appearance in a dream — that his 

betrothed was pregnant not from another man, but by a miraculous intervention of 

God. Then he was called to marry her.  Author Flannery O’Connor once wrote, “You 

shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you odd.” Sometimes God’s 

invitation might seem strange or challenging. It might require sacrifices we never 

expected to make. Our life might look different than we had always imagined. But 

as we all know, life throws its own curveballs, regardless of whether or not we’re 

listening for God’s will. Better, one would think, to be open to the promptings of 

God and to follow along the strange trails that they lead. We have the assurance 

that, eventually, we will find green pastures. 

 

Stress in Your Marriage? Try Retrouvaille 
The word Retrouvaille™ (pronounced re-tro-vi with a long i.) is a French word 

meaning rediscovery. The program offers tools needed to rediscover a loving 

marriage relationship. Thousands of couples headed for cold, unloving 

relationships or divorce have successfully overcome their marriage problems by 

attending the program.  The program is held at Mt. St. Joseph Conference and 

Retreat Center.  The upcoming dates are listed below.  For more information you 

may go to the Diocesan website www.owensborodiocese.org and go to Marriage 

and Family Life page or contact Fr. Terry, Denise or call Mt. St. Joseph.  The 

upcoming dates are: January 31 – February 2, 2020 and August 14-16, 2020.   

. 

St. Columba Mission Statement 
We, St. Columba Parish, are a living family of God committed to deepening and sharing our faith. We immerse ourselves deeper in our baptism  

to reach out to those in need, call people to recognize their talents and pray for guidance to lead all people to experience the light of Christ. 

Bulletin Board 
Sunday, December 22  

 8:30am Anointing at Mass SC 

10:30am Anointing at Mass IC 
  

Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve 

NO Adoration  IC 

4:30pm Prelude Music SC 

5:00pm Christmas Eve Mass SC 

9:30pm Prelude Music IC 

10:00pm Christmas Eve Mass IC 
 

Wednesday, December 25 

10:30am Christmas Morning Mass  IC 

Thursday, December 26  

8am-9am Adoration  SC 
 

Sunday, December 29  

Feast of the Holy Family 

at all Mass times  

  

  

Liturgical Roles 

Su nday  C ol l ect ion s  
D u e  t o  t h e  h o l i d a y  p r i n t i n g  s c h e d u l e  t h e   

D e c e m b e r  1 5 t h  c o l l e c t i o n  w i l l  b e  i n  n e x t  w e e k s  

b u l l e t i n  

Dec 29, 2019 

Immaculate Conception, 10:30am  

Eucharistic Min: Dan Hagman  

  Eva Bulliet 

  Amy Hess 
 

Lector:  Yvonne Booty 
 

Server:        Izzie Volocko/Aubrey Mosby 
 

Cross Bearer: Dakota Wheatley 
 

Gift Bearer: Jody Wheatley Family  
 

Hospitality: Jody Wheatley Family 
 

Vocation Statue: Dan/Shirley Hagman 

Dec 29, 2019 

St. Columba 8:30am  

Eucharistic Min: Amy Allard 

  Scott Basham 

  Sandra Davis 
 

Lector:  Peggy Meriwether 
 

Server:        Courtney/Addison Thomason 
 

Cross Bearer: Larry Roby  
 

Gift Bearer: Justin Basham Family  
 

Hospitality: Justin/Aleixs Basham 

  David Payne/Larry Roby 

 

Vocation Statue: Butch/Peggy Meriwether 


